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CHINA | Missions 


According to a report of the Foreign Missions Conference of North 
America the overwhelming majority of foreign missionaries at present expect to 
rem@in in China, even though the Communists gain control of the government. 


: 


In a report on 16 Protestant groups responsible for the bulk of Pro- 
testant mission work in China, the Foreign Missions Conference disclosed that of 
the 1,758 Christian workers and missionaries, only 137 have withdrawn, A high 
percentage of this number were described as wives of missionaries with small 
children and missionaries scheduled for retirement. 


Of those remaining, 115 are in Communist controlled or immediately 
threatened areas. Approximately 10 of these are single womens 


Except for Lutheran groups, the majority of foreign mission societies 
included in the report expressed a policy of favouring the continuance of Christ~ 
ian work in China, irrespective of the political outcome of the present struggle. 


Dr Lloyd S, Ruland, secretary of the Board of Foreign Missions of the 
Presbyterian Church U.S.A., expressed the general view held by mission boards 
that it seems essential to maintain the Christian programme in cooperation with 
the Chinese Christians in the areas facing Communist controls 


The Lutheran groups in China have adopted a policy of evacuating 
missionaries from Communist areas, and of sending missionaries to the United 
States, unless they can be found useful in other countries or in China areas not 
threatened by Communist armiese 


Two of the 16 groups covered by the report have taken an active policy 
encouraging field personnel to remain at their posts. These are the China Inland 
Missions with over 700 missionaries, about 50 of whom are in Communist areas, and 
the Y.M.C.A. with six field personnel in Communist territory. 
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Several groups have increased their missionary personnel since the 
launching of the Communist offensive. These included the China Inland Mission, 
which added 26 missionaries, the Congregational-Christian, the Baptists, the 
Reformed Church, the United Church of Canada, and the Free Methodists. 


One reason a number of missionaries have decided to stay in China, 
according to Dr Rowland Cross, executive secretary of the Far Eastern Committee 
of the Foreign Missions Conference, was a recent statement issued by leading 
Chinese Christians urging missionaries not to leave China, This statement, he 
said, helped to offset the impression among many missionaries that their pre- 
sence might embarrass Chinese coming under Communist control, The names of the 
Chinese Christian leaders were not disclosed. 


The group described by the report as least worried by the Communists 
are the older missionaries. One of them is quoted as saying: "We have lived 
through many revolutionary periods and this situation in many respects is not 
different than the others". 


Seven of the groups surveyed have missionaries in Communist areas, 
These are the Congregational Christians with 20; the China Inland Mission with 
about 5P3 the Y.M.C.A. with 63; the Methodist. General Board with 103; the 
Seventh Day adventists with 10; the Foreign Department of the Women's Division 
of Christian Service of the Methodist Church with 8 single women missionaries, 
and the Evangelical and Reformed with 11, The Presbyterians are thought to have 
missionaries in Communist areas, but no accurate report is available, 


Mission and Christian groups, and the number of missionaries repre- 
senting each, included in the report are the Presbyterian Church, USA, 235; 
the Congregational-Christians, 75; the Reformed Church, 39; Protestant Episcop~ 
al, 91s United Lutheran, 20; Y.M.C.A., 14; Women's American Baptist Foreign 
Missionary Society, 37; Methodist General Board, 108; Seventh Day Adventists, 
85; Northern Baptist Convention, 57; China Inland Mission, 700; Foreign De- 
partment of Women's Division of Christian Service of the Methodist Church, 1503 
Y.WeCeAsy 5 field workers; Evangelical and Reformed, 193; Evangelical United 
Brethren, 23, and an estimated 100 missionaries connected with the Augustana, 
Evangelical and Lutheran Free Synods. 


ail 


The Foreign, Missions Conference of North America has issued a Message 
to Missionary Societies and Missionaries, from which we quote the followings 


"However, we wish at this time to express our confidence in our mission- 
ary workers, our affection for them, and our earnest hope that a strong nucleus 
or 'task force’ of each mission will remain to share with us the problems and 
opportunities of the days ahead.e We should be sorry to see any precipitate move~ 
ment of missionaries away from China which might further reduce the morale, of 
the Chinese people and Chinese Church, or suggest that the Christian world fellow- 
ship cannot transcend domestic strains and international tensions, or that it 
dees not fully sympathise with the Chinese Church in this crisis," 


sae 
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The United Board for Christian Colleges in China also want to go on. 
They have issued a statement of policy from which we quote the following ¢ 


"The Trustees of the United Board have taken the great responsibility 
of deciding that so long as it is possible for the Colleges to continue their 
work in accordance with their basic Christian purposes, we shall continue to give 
them every support. In any event, we shall try to assure the continuance of 
Christian higher education for China, and we’ shall stand behind the more than a 
thousand faculty members who have dedicated their talents and their lives in 


China's service," EeP.»S. Geneva 
INDONESIA Conference of Christian Youth 


On Sunday December 19, a Conference of Christian Youth for the whole 
of Indonesia was opened in Batavia. This conference had been called together 
by the "Oslo Committee" which had made it its object after the World Youth Con- 
ference of 1947 to create an Ecumenical Youth Council for Indonesia, The pro- 
gramme of the Conference had to be changed considerably since the opening day 
coincided with the beginning of the military action against the Indonesian 
Republic. aA correspondent reports that the delegates seek to witness to the 
unity of Christ but that they are in great distress concerning the action under 
taken by the Netherlands Government, EeP.S.Geneva 


UNITED STATES Ministers to get World Council Findings 


Copies of the findings of the First assembly of the World Council of 
Churches, held in Amsterdam last summer, have been given as Christmas presents 
to 25,000 Methodist ministers. The volumes were presented as part of the de- 
nomination's new four-year programme, "The advance for Christ and His Church'", 
According to Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, one of the presidents of the World Council, 
the books contain "the highest and broadest expression of common Christian prin- 
ciples yet achieved by democratic agreement between 150 Churches which compose 


the Council," BeP.S. Geneva 
UNITED STATES Faith and Order Commission 


To provide for continuing study of the theological disagreements which 
divide the Churches, the American section of the World Coucil's Commission on 
Faith and Order has reestablished on an active basis the america Theological 
Committee, to be headed by Dr Clarence T, Craig, professor at Yale Divinity 


School. E.P.S Geneva 
NORTH AMERICA To Carry On World Council Organisation for 
North America 


To ensure full participation of United States member Churches in the 
World Council of Churches, the american Committee for the World Council voted on . 
December 14, 1948, to reccommend to the Central Committee of the World Council of 
Churches that a conference of American member Churches be set up as an official 
body to carry on World Council werk in North America, 
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Following this recommendation, the American Committee passed a resolu- 
tion unanimously dissolving itself and handing over its business to an interim 
body which will guide United States World Council activities until the Conference 
of member Churches is approved and established. Members of this interim body 
include Dr Franklin Clark Fry, president of the United Lutheran Church in America, 
Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, Bishop of the Methodist Church, New York area, and Dr 
Douglas Horton, secretary of the Congregational Christian Churches, 


A resolution was unanimously passed commending the leadership to Dr 
Horton, chairman of tha body, which has guided policy and stimulated public sup- 
port for the World Council during its ten-year provisional period prior to the 
Amsterdam Assembly. 


The new World Council Conference of the United States member Churches 
will be set up with the approval of the World Council Central Committee, and 
will include the delegates and alternates selected by the denominations for the 
amsterdam Assembly, or denominationally selected successors, The Conference 
will also include fraternal delegates from other ecumenical organisations and 
denominational world organisations, Prominent among these delegates will be re- 
presentatives of the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America, 


The Friends of the World Council, Inc., the American instrument 
through which public funds are passed on to the World Council, will remain un- 
changed. EeP.S.Geneva 


Kagawa Invited to India 


Dr Toyohiko Kagawa, Japanese Christian leader, has been invited by 
the Madras Provincial Government to visit India as an adviser in the setting up 
of cottage industries among farmers, 


Cottage industries have been increasingly developed among Japanese 
farmers, who are encouraged to use their dle time in straw-weaving, wood-carving 
and other profitable pursuits... 


Dr Kagawa's visit may serve as a means of establishing useful contacts 
between the United Church of Christ in Japan (Kyodan) and the United Church of 
South India. These contacts, in turn may have far-reaching significance in the 
field of church union and evangelism. E.P.S.Geneva 


JAPAN Reports on Amsterdam Assembly 


Michio Kozaki, Soichi Saito and the three Episcopal bishops have re- 
turned from their journeys to the world Christian conferences of the past summer. 
Their reports have stimulated a new interest in the ecumenical movement. 


Dr Michio Kozaki, moderator of the United Church of Christ in Japan, 
had a 45-minute meeting with the Emperor Hirohito at which he reported to the 
Emperor on the Assembly of the World Council of Churches held in Amsterdam. 

E.P.S Geneva 
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JAPAN | Christian Education 


The Japan Council of Christian Education has been set up largely under 
the leadership of the Kyodan (the Church of Christ in Japan) but with some Luther- 
and and Anglican participation, The division of responsibility between the Coun- 
cil and the Sunday School Department of the Kyodan is still being worked out. 


Tne concern of Japanese Christians to ensure the spontaneous auto- 
nomous development of their church life is reflected in a warning offered by a 
correspondent of the "International Review of Missions" against "too much organ- 
isational advance, without sufficient genuine integration into the life of the 


Kyodan and other Churches," EoP.S. Geneva 
FINLAND Youth Work 


To carry the work of Christian evangelisation among tens of thousands 
of young people hitherto estranged from church life, a Youth Institute is to be 
built by the Church of Finland, 


This Institute, which will open in the autumn of 1949, will be link- 
ed to a larger body, the Parish Institute, in view of the extent to which local 
congregations are now participating in youth work in Finland. 


The numerous Christian youth organisations which formerly were engag- 
ed single~handed in this field now work in close cooperation with the official 
Church, Of historical impertance in this connection was the centralisation of 
youth work and the attainment of a united front in the Church of Finland, The 
formation of the Consultative Board of Youth Work of the Church of Finland was 
approved in December 1947 at a meeting of bishops. In this board which embraces 
the whele youth work of the Bvangelical-Lutheran confession both Christian youth 
organisations and local congregations are represented. 


The Church of Finland held a special Youth Week during autumn 1948 
and an illustrated booklet, "This is Life", expounding the aims of this campaign 
was widely distributed, 


Despite this extension of youth work only 41 new theological students 
(29 men and 13 women) are reported to have begun studies during autumn 1948, 
Prof. Osmo Tiilild, President of the Theological Department of the University 
of Helsinki, reports as contributory factors the pocr stipends paid to pastors, 
the difficulty of finding rooms for students at Helsinki and the high cost of 


living, E-P.S Geneva 
GERMANY | Radio-Bamberg Set Up 


When the occupying authorities have given their approval to the set- 
ting up of a Christian broadcasting-station in Bamberg, leaders of the Evangelic- 
al and Roman Catholic Churches will meet in mid-January to draw up the consti- 
tution of the company, which has been registered with full rights as a public 
corporation. The administrative body in charge of the station will consist of 
seven representatives of the Roman Catholic Church and seven of the Protestant, 

E,P.S»Geneva 
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Reorganisation of the Orthodox Patriarchal Church 
in Europe 


The Patriarchate of Moscow has decreed the dissolution of the 
Exarchate of Central Europe, which had its headquarters in Vienna, Archbishop 
Sergius, the former Exarch, who has been appointed Archbishop of Berlin and 
Germany, will take up his residence in Berlin, 


The Russian Orthodox Exarchate of Western Europe, headed by Metro- 
politan Seraphim, of Paris, is to continue in existence. The new arrangement is 
that the parishes of the Patriarchate in Austria are to be transferred to the 


Exarchate of Western Europe. EeP.S.Geneva 
SIAM Evangelisation 


A great evangelistic opportunity is reported by both Protestant and 
Roman Catholic missionaries in Siam, where the instability characteristic of 
the general situation in South East Asia is apparent but full religious liberty 
has been proclaimed by the Constituent Assembly. 


The Church of Christ in Siam records the highest membership yet 
attained - 14,000 - and the establishment of a separate Chinese Dict of the 
General Assembly to cater for the needs of the rapidly increasing Chinese 
community » 


Two new missions have entered the territory - the World Wide Evan- 
gelisation Crusade and the Finnish Pentecostal Mission, 


Another significant experiment reported by the'International Review 
of Missions" has been initiated by the Church of Christ and the Americm Pres-~ 
byterian Mission, the reclamation of a tract of abandoned rice land for the 
settlement of about forty Christian families and the development of a cooperative 


economic life, EeP.S.Geneva 
FRANCE $40 as Christmas Present to French Pastors 


Thanks to the generosity of American Presbyterian Churches, every 
French Protestant pastor has received a Christmas present of $40 (nearly a 


month's stipend). E.P.S.GEneva 
NORTH AFRICA Missionary Development 


The Rev. Paul Brés, one of the younger pastors of the French Reformed 
Church in Algeria, has been appointed to specialise in evangelisation of the 
Muslim population of French North Africa, This appointment follows the decision 
of the Synod of that Church, taken in January 1948, to form a missionary com- 
mission, The functions of that commission are to maintain relations with the 
Paris Evangelical Missionary Society to study the possibility of inaugurating 
missionary work in Algeria, on its own financial responsibility, and to strengthen 
the ties between the French Reformed Church and the missionary soecieties al- 
ready working in North Africa, BeP.S.Geneva 
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GERMANY Reorganisation of the Synod af Brandenburg 


The Provincial Synod of the Evangelical Church of Berlin and Branden- 
burg, which is one of the provinces of the Old Prussian Union, after three days 
of discussions in mid-December, has sanctioned its new constitution. 


In this document, the Church of Berlin and Brandenburg describes it- 
self as a "Church of the Lutheran Reformation", which has "retained its special 
character through centuries of ecclesiastical fellowship with the Reformed commun- 
ities scattered through it, This datement, observes the Evangelical weekly 
"Die Kirche", of Berlin, in its issue of December 26, "reflects the desire to 
keep alive the experiences and perceptions gained during the church struggle, by 
avoiding - though in full consciousness of confessional values - all absorption 
in historical differences, all narrow compartmentation, so that all confessions 
represented in a church may live side by side in that church in spiritual open- 
ness and honesty, This principle of preaching is recognised in the affirmation 
regarding unlimited fellowship of preaching and Holy Communion between Lutherans 
and Reformed. The Refcrmation was described in the course of the debate as a 
task required afresh of each succeeding generation. This view likewise should 
be strongly emphasised in the statement which has been issued," 


Of equally far-reaching importance is the fact that, while no vow has 
been prescribed for the members of the inner group working within the parish it- 
self, the constitution urges those belonging to the "serving community! — which 
description was unanimously approved - to declare with due solemnity that, in 
furtherance of the undertaking made at their confirmation, they will confess 
openly to their Christian faith, play their part in the worship of the church, 
and contribute by prayer, sacrifice, and service to the life of the parish. 


The constitution will come into force on April 1, 1949, after its 
ratification by the Old Prussian Church Directorate, During its preparation, 
the Constitutional Committee strove to reach agreement with the other Provincial 
Churches of the Old Prussian Union, and succeeded in doing so on all essential 
points, especially with regard to the preamble, with the Provinces of Saxony, 
Pomerania and Silesia. Views were exchanged and understanding reached on these 
matters with, in addition, the Church of Westphalia and the Rhine Province, and 
with the Established Churches of the Eastern Zone outside the Old Prussian Union. 


E.P.S.Geneva 
SUDAN New Church Centre 


Construction of the Unity Church which is being built in Omdurman by 
the Evangelical Church, the Church of England Diocese of the Sudan, and the 
American Mission is fast nearing completion, despite shortages of building mater— 
ial and claims on such material for other construction schemes, The walls of 
the church are now up and Christian people can see that the dream of which they 
have long talked will soon be a reality, ‘The building will, in time, have 
facilities for various Christian activities and become the centre for all church 
life and work in that city, the largest in the Sudan, E.P.S.Geneva 
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CHINA Two Leading Chinese Christiars on the Task of the Church 


Addressing a group of missionaries in Shanghai (December 14, 1948) 
Dr S.C. Leung, General Secretary of the National Committee of Y,M.C.A.s of China, 
Vice-President of the International Missionary Council and Chairman of the Hang- 
show University Board, stressed the necessity for the Church to remain in the 
"liberated areas" of China, in order to be faithful to the command of Jesus 
Christ to go into all the world, and not only to the peaceful parts of the 
world, 


"With reference to the question whether it is wise for missionaries 
to remain in the threatened areas'', said Dr Leung, "I feel that I am torn between 
two selves, the emotional self and the rational self, Purely as a Chinese I 
would speak emotionally. This is a civil war in China. All the trouble has 
been created by ourselves and we have no right to expect our foreign friends to 
stay on and suffer with us. As a Christian, however, I must speak rationally. 
Whether from the standpoint of idealism or from the standpoint of realism, it 
is better to have our foreign colleagues to remain with us wherever this is 
possible. Ideally speaking, the Church is international in character and world 
wide in scope. It is illogical for us not to prove that we are really an 
ecumenical Church which transcends nationalities and races, Should this prove 
to be an embarrassment to the Chinese Church, I feel that we must be prepared 
to suffer for such a principle. Realistically speaking, the mere absence of 
foreign missionaries in ‘liberated areas' will not convince the new regime that 
the Chinese Church has had no relationships with the Churches abroad, There is 
no sense in trying to deceive them on this point. Of course this is a very 
grave decision that both the Chinese Church and the foreign missionaries are 
called upon to make. Let us hope that any decision arrived at is made in accord- 
ance with God's will. I am sure our Lord is a living one, He will rule and 
overrule now and forever...'! 

x & # 


A Chinese Christian leader writes from North China (December 13, 
1948) 5 
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"In Feng Yen, Shansi, four lady missionaries still remain there un- 
molested. Churches are open and pastors work as usual, receiving salaries. In 
Mukden which was 'liberated' recently, everything goes on as usual, But preach- 
ers are not allowed tc receive salaries and schools are not permitted to receive 
tuition and other fees from students. In Tsi-nan, Shantung, which was taken by 
the Communists two months ago, both Cheeloo University and its Theological 
School still function, under grave limitations. They are I understand under 
financial difficulties both because of very unfavourable exchange rates and be- 
cause of the difficulty of the’ sending in of funds. 


"Yenching University is determined to remain open and the School of 
Religion also as long as they are allowed a measure of academic freedom. We 
are expecting a political change in the very near future, There are hopes that 
with moderate adjustments we may carry on. We have to rethink Christianity, 
dissociating the essential things of our faith from Western accretions. We are 
facing dangers but we are also favoured with great possibilities and opport- 
unities. We must stand firm and bear witness... 


"If we succeed in our spiritual adventure, a bridge may be created 
between Christianity and Communism, between 'The East' and 'The West', I am 
neither worried nor anxious, for I have long known that what is happening now 
must come to pass, Federalism must be overthrown, agrarian reforms must be 
effected, and the mass of our people must in some way be delivered from other 


economic distress..." EePeS. Geneva 
UNITED STATES Russian Orthodox in America 


An interesting light is thrown on contrasting attitudes among Russian 
Orthodox in the U.S.A. towards the authority of the Moscow Patriarchate by Arch- 
bishop Makary, Exarch of the Patriarchate for North America, who retains adminis- 
trativc ties with Moscow. 


Writing in "The Living Church!" (December 12, 1948) Archbishop Makary 
claims that if the Russian Church in America will submit to the jurisdiction of 
the Patriarchate of Moscow, "only such orders which are in agreement with the 
civil laws of the U.S.A. would have an obligatory force for the whole Russian 
Orthodox Church of North America, 


Drawing attention to the fact that the Metropolitan Theophilus (present 
head of the Russian Church in America) who asserts the autonomy of the Russian 
Church in America "is to be tried by the highest ecclesiastical court of his 
Church for canonical insubordination... and for misleading his flock into schism't, 
Archbishop Makary declares; "To the Orthodox faithful this means sectarianism, 

a departure from ecumenical Orthodoxy, the loss of God's grace through the 
Church,.." 


"It is singular", he adds, "that the Orthodox Church in Russia, per- 
secuted for many years, has succeeded in re-embracing all the dissenting church 
groups and is now unified in her canonical faith, Yet in this country (USA) 
the sectarian schism is at its height." 
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It may be recalled that a convocation (sobor) was held in Cleveland 
in 1946, attended by bishops, clergy and laity of the Russian Church of all parts 
of North America, The convocation adopted a resolution "asking the Patriarch of 
Moscow to reunite the Russian Orthodox Church in America within his fold and to 
conform to be our spiritual father... with the provision that it preserves com- 
plete autonomy existing at the present time! (see E.P.S. Noe 45, 1946), 


In "The Living Church" (October 22, 1948) Ralph Montgomery Arkush, 
legal adviser to the Russian Church in America, pointed out that this principle 
(re-affirmation of spiritual loyalty to the Patriarchate but insistence on re- 
tention of administrative and legislative autonomy) "was accepted by the Patri- 
archate in a cable to Metropolitan Theophilus in January 1947 but it has never 
been confirmed by official edict. On January 10, 1948, news of a patriarchal 
ukase subjecting the American hierarchy to a church trial in the U.S.S.R. was 
broadcast by the Moscow radio", 


The term "autonomy" has given rise to much controversy, The Metro- 
politan Council in america stated that the conditions for submission to the 
Moscow Patriarchate would not preserve the present autonomy and that "the Russian 
Church demanded of its children who are American citizens, subjective loyalty 
or an oath of allegiance to the Soviet power". 


The editorial of "The Living Church" (December 12, 1948) comments 
that they have given both sides a chance to be heard but adds: "We cannot re- 
frain from observing that the Moscow Patriarchate itself has published state- 
ments that make it difficult for any American to consider this matter temperately 
and objectively. The Orthodox Conference held in Moscow last summer took a most 
critical attitude towards the West in general, and America in particular, One 
statement dealt critically with the Anglican Church... 


"But it is not for us to take sides in the controversy. Rather we 
pray that our Russian Orthodox brethren in America Mees find the way to peace and 


harmony in their own ranks,.." . E.P.S. Geneva 
UNITED STATES The Ukrainian Orthodox Church in America 


Archbishop Mstyslaw Skrypnyk of Winnipeg, Canada, was appointed 
hierarch of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of America at a special convention in 
Allentown, Pa. (U.S.A.), attended by 125 delegates representing 40,000 members 
of that Church in the United States. 


According to "Religious News Service't (New York), the election of the 
Canadian prelate was seen as a step toward uniting the diocese of North and 
South America and the archdiocese of Canada into a single jurisdiction under the 
supreme authority of the Ecumenical Patriarchate at Istanbul. 


The election of Archbishop MstyslLaw will be submitted for ratifica- 
tion to Ecumenical Patriarch-elect athenagoras, formerly Greek Orthodox Arch- 
bishop of New York, who will shortly be enthroned in Istanbul. E.P.S.Geneva 
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GREAT BRITAIN Towards Unity between Anglican and Free 
Churches 


An announcement issued at Christmas 1948 from Lambeth Palace said 
that representatives of the Church of England and the Free Churches, who have 
been discussing the question of unity, have reached provisional agreements over 
awide range of belisfs. 


The consideration of all points was proceeding in an atmosphere of 
"deepening intimacy, frankness, and mutual understanding", A brief interim report 
has been agreed upon for submission to the archbishop of Canterbury and the Free 
Church authorities, 


The talks have been held at High Leigh, Hertfordshire, under the 
alternating chairmanship of the Bishop of Derby, Dr A.E. Rawlinson, and Dr 
Nathaniel Micklem, Principal of Mansfield College, Oxford, The bearing of the 
report of the recent Lambeth conference on the problem of unity was discussed 
and the conference"reaffirmed its conviction that the method of approach to the 
problem of unity suggested by the archbishop of Canterbury in his sermon at 
Canbridge in 1946 (as contrasted with schemes for immediate constitutional re- 
union) was the right one to pursue in this country". (The Archbishop, in his 
Cambridge sermon, suggested that the approach to union between the Churches 
should not be along the line of organic union but by the recovery of a common 
ministry acceptable to all the Churches, even before ovgnnic unity is reached. 
This would involve the acceptance of episcopacy by the Free Churches as a step 


towards unity even before that unity is finally secured). E.P.S.Geneva 
INDONESIA Statement of Christian Youth Conference 


The Christian Youth Conference of Indonesia (see E.P.S. No» 1) which 
was held during Christmas week in Batavia, consisted both of Dutch and Indo-— 
nesian delegates, We quote the following essential points from the statement 
which was issueds 


"1, We are obliged to recognise that we are divided on the subject of 
the military action at present being carried on. The majority of the young 
Christians present at the Confcrence feel obliged to protest (against the Govern- 
ment's action), as they can only consider such an action as an attack upon the 
Indonesian people's desire for freedom, carried out by an abuse of superior 
strength, a lack of respect for solemn undertakings, and thus the oversetting of 
justice, 


"A minority prefer to abstain from pronouncing judgment. 


"A small group consider that this action cannot be judged unlawful, 
and regard it as the only possible way of bringing about the freedom of Indo- 
nesia,. 


"2. We recognise the relative nature of our views, and leave all judg- 
ment to the scle just Judge, before whom the authorities will be called to 
account, Conscious, however, of our responsibility as Christians in this coun- 
try, we recognise that the breaking-off of negotiations between the Government 
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of the Netherlands and the Republic of Indonesia is an admission likewise of the 
common guilt of Christians in Indonesia and in the Netherlands... 


"3, Finally, we would state that the profound divergences between us 
regarding the military action which has been taken do not constitute a split 
in our fellowship in Christ. With Him Who is come to lead us upon the way of 
peace, we feel ourselves called upon to support all efforts for peace, justice 
and Christian love, and to battle side by side against all, however full of 
fine watchwords, which only makes for disunity, injustice and hatred, In 
practice, this means that we are all called upon to work for the setting up of 


a sovereign and truly independent State of Indonesia,!" ’ E.P.S.Geneva 
IRAN Church News 


The Near East Christian Council for missionary cooperation in Cairo 
reports that the Training School for Christian workers held a four month 
course last summer in Shimran, near Teheran, This school was.initiated by the 
Board of Evangelism of the Evangelical Church with oversight by a committee 
composed of members of the Teheran Church and station. Some fifteen consecrat- 
ed men and women of the Church of Iran attended. 


apart from formal studies, there was the training in living and work- 
ing together as all shared their experiences in the "Christian Way", in witnes- 
sing in the nearby village, in assuming responsibility for dining room and other 
duties, and in fun and fellowship. after a day of prayer and dedication, the 
students scattered to enter upon their apprenticeship in evangelism in various 
centres, 


The Literacy Campaign is making good progress. On the arrival of 
Dr Laubach in the spring of 1947, the material was arranged for publication and 
method presented to His Majesty the Shah, the Minister of Education and others 
in high government positions, as well as groups of missionaries and members of 
the Iranian Church. 


an Interchurch Youth Conference was also held last summer, in Hamada. 


E.P.S.Geneva 
CONGO New Testament in Bwikalebwi 


The manuscript has been received in Scotland.of the complete New 
Testament in the Bwikalebwi language, spoken in the Belgian Congo. This Testa- 
ment has never been printed before, and the Naticnal Bible Scciety of Scotland 
will put the work in hand without delay, Bwikelebwi is spoken by some 30,000 
people who will at last have access to the New Testament in their own Language. 


"Librairie Evangélique- Cocperation between evangelical missionary 
societies in the Congo is of long standing. The latest effort which has come 
to birth is the "Librairie évangélique du Congo", a central printing press and 
book room in Lecpoldville from which all missionary societies may and do draw 
supplies cf religious, educational and other books and material fcr the further- 
ance cf their work, E.P.S. Geneva 
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Silver Jubilee of the Russian S.C.M, in Exile 


The Russian Student Christian Movement can today look back upon 
twenty-five years of life, It was in the autumn of 1923 that a meeting was held 
in Czechoslovakia of representatives of religious groups of Russian refugee 
students then in existence in Paris, Berlin, Prague, Belgrade, Sofia, Riga and 
Tallinn, at which the Russian Student Christian Movement was formed, This move- 
ment was closely associated with the Orthodox Church, Father S, Chetverikov was 
appointed to be its chaplain in 1928 by Metropolitan Eulogius of Paris, and un- 
til his death in 1947 he devoted all his energies to his work as spiritual leader 
and counsellor, 


"What results has this movement produced?" asks its present director, 
Archpriest Professor W, Senkovsky, in the January number of 'Cerkovnij Vestnik", 
the monthly organ of the Orthodox Russian Exarchate of Central Kurope, which is 
under the jurisdiction of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople. 
"Several thoussn’n of young men and girls have been members of the movement 
since its inception, and have learnt to know themselves to be one for all time 
with the Orthodox Church, Most of them are now working in the service of the 
community. Several have studied at the theological institute, and after com- 
pleting their studies have become priests of the Orthodox Church. Others have 
taken up secular posts in the service of the Church... 


"No less important among the tasks of the movement is its work of in- 
ducing in young people the habit of Bible reading and Bible study... For unless 
we bear free, fearless and resolute witness to our faith, we shall not be able 


to vanquish the spirit that is abroad at this time." E-P.S-Geneva 
U.S.S.R. New Bishop of Lithuania 


Archbishop Photius, of the Orthodox Church in the U.S.S:Rs, who was 
formerly head of the diocese of Odessa, and who was wrongly reported abroad as 
having recently died (sce E.P.S. No, 42, 1948), has been appointed Bishop of 


Lithuania and Vilna. E.P.S.Geneva 
UNITED STATES United Evangelistic Campaign 


A United Evangelistic Advance campaign of American Protestant groups 
during 1949 and 1950 will be carried out wder the auspices of the Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ in America, 


During a fifteen-month period, beginning on Wowld Communion Sunday in 
October, 1949, the Federal Council's Department of Evangelism, in cooperation 
with denominational agencies and local councils of Churches, will carry out an 
evangelism programe in at lcast“hundred major American cities. Its objectives 
are a spiritual quickening of the ministry and membership of the Churches; the 
reaching and winning of the vast unchurched multitudes for Christ and His Church; 
careful instruction of new members into the membership of the Church. : 
E.P.S, Geneva 
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AFRICA Enguiry into African Marriage Customs 


The International Missionary Council is taking part responsibility 
for an enquiry into African Marriage customs, which is to be carried out under 
the joint auspices of the I.M.C, end the International African Institute. 
Roman Catholic missions in Africa, the British Colonial Office, scientific 
institutes and the School of Oriental and African Studies are represented in 
the Committee of Management for the African Marriage Survey which has been set 


up. 


African society in the past has depended on the stability of the 
tribe, and this has been intimately connected with the marriage customs in vogue. 
Governments are seriously concerned about the disintegration of tribal life 
following on contact with western civilisation and industrialism. The missions 
are concerned by the conflict between African custom and tradition and Christ- 
ian principle. In the past, the tendency has been for missions to insist im- 
mediately on the normal Christian standards and practices in relation to 
marriage; in practice this has been difficult to enforce, and sometimes has 
had a destructive effect on tribal life. The newer attitude is to consider 
everything asfar as possible from the point of view of the African, to see what 
can wisely be retained from the ancient customs, and how the transition to 
Christian ways of life can be effected with the least disturbance and the small 
est loss of valuable elements in the old ways of life. It is against this back- 
ground of thought that the survey of African Marriage customs will be carried 
on. E.P.S.Geneva 


International Youth Competition 


On December 22, 1948, an international jury awarded the prizes for 
the "Christ and Universal Brotherhood!! competition, (which had been organised, 
for the fifth time, under the auspices of the World Council of Churches and of 
the World Alliance for International Friendship through the Churches, now 
dissolved. Somethink like 500 young people, from 32 countries in all the 5 con- 
tinents - many more than in any of the pre-war competitions - had submitted 
their work, 


The first prize in the junior section was won by a fourteen-year-old 
schoolboy in Hungary, who, like all the other youngsters from 14 to 17, had had 
to write on "What the Bible has to say on Universal Brotherhood", He stressed 
the point that "Jesus not only preached the conception of world friendship: He 
worked too to bring it about by His actions!, 


A young man of 19, from Lexington, Kentucky, won the first prize in 
the senior section (18 to 21) with his essay on "As a young Christian, what con- 
crete action should I take today for world peace?" "All Christians, whether 
young of old", he wrote, "must be heroically devoted to the achievement of 
peace. Youth especially have known what it is to die for a cause; now must they 
live for a causes the cause of peace," 


The international jury was composed of 26 persons resident in Geneva, 
who spoke many different languages, in order that cach work might be studied in 
the original, Various preliminary juries had been set up in several of the 
countries, E.P.S.Geneva 
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Meeting of the Executive Committee of the World 
Council of Churches 


The Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches will hold 
its first meeting from February 8 to 10, at the Ecumenical Institute at Bossey, 
near Geneva, ~ 


The main reactions to the Amsterdam Assembly will be reviewed by the 
Committee, which will also consider what implications must be drawn from these 
reactions for the whole policy of the World Council. 


. Much of the Committee's work will involve carrying out decisions 
made by the Amsterdam Assembly, These include the setting up of a secretaryship 
for evangelism, creation of a Commission on women's work in the Church, establish- 
ment of a department of information for the World Council and action on proposals 
to hold area conferences throughout the world to enlist laymen for the witnessing 
task of the Church in all areas of life. 


Another of the Committee's tasks will be to select the issues to be 
discussed at next summer's important meeting of the World Council's Central 
Committee, the 90-member group elected by the Amsterdam Assembly to deal with 
general issues of policy wntil the second Assembly in 1953, The Central 
Committee's meeting will be held in Chichester, England, in July. 


The Executive Committee at its February meeting also will give atten- 
tion to the problems of Churches in different parts of the world which are faced 
with very grave issues in their relations to the State, 


Dr G.K.A. Bell, Bishop of Chichester, will preside over the sessions 
as chairman of the Committee. Vice-chairman and also expected to attend is Dr 
Franklin C, Fry, President of the United Lutheran Church in America. 


Three of the World Council's six presidents also are expected to be 
present. They are Dr Marc Boegner, President of the Protestant Federation of 
France, Bishop G, Bromley Oxnam, of the Methodist Church of America, and Arch- 
bishop Germanos, Exarch of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople for 
Western and Central Europe. 
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Other members of the Executive are expected to be present: Bishop 
Berggrav, Oslo; the Rev. L. Cooke, HIngland; the Rev, Dr A. Koechlin, Switzer- 
land; Mr. Thomas C, Luke, Sicrra Leone, West Africas; Dr Martin NicmBller, 
Germany; Canon R.A. Reeves, England; Dr Gordon A. Sisco, Canada; iurs Leslie 
Je Swain, U.S.A.3 and Mr, T.M. Taylor, Scotland. 


A meeting of the Joint Committee of the International Missionary 
Council and the World Council cf Churches will be held on February 7, preceding. 
the Executive. At this meeting, questions of cooperation with the Younger 
Churches and their relations to the two world orgmisations will be discussed, 


E.P.S Geneva 
GERMANY First Synod of the Evangelical Church in 
Germany 


The First Synod of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) has been 
meeting from January 9 to 13, in Bethel, the well known centre of inner Mission 
work created by von Bodelschwingh. The Synod was composed of 120 delegates from 
the Evangelical Churches in all parts of Germany, At a time when there is so 
little communication and collaboration between Eastern and Western Germany, it 
is specially noteworthy that some 30 delegates from the various regions of Hast- 
ern Germany could be present. The difference between the situation of the 
Churches in the East and the situation of the Churches in the West came out very 
clearly in the discussions and had a decisive influence on the choice of the new 
leadership. At the same time the Synod expressed itself in no uncertain language 
about the need for real solidarity and close fellowship between these two main 
sections of the country. 


It was characteristic of the Synod that the layman played a great 
role in the discussion. There was a strong demand that the layman should be 
given more responsibility in the life of the Churches. This came out in the 
choice of the Mayor of Essen (Jr Heinemann) as chairmm of the Synod. And this 
was also the reason why a large majority voted for the inclusion of a fourth lay- 
man (from the ranks of Labour) in addition to the three who had already been 
chosen for the new Council of the Church. The Synod was attended by represent- 
atives of the World Council of Churches, the Lutheran World Federation, and the 

American, British and French Religious Affairs Branches, 


The new Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany was chosm@ and 
consists of the following: Bishop Dibelius (Berlin), Bishop Hahn (Saxony), 
Prdlut Hartenstain (Hamburg), Dr Kreyssig (Magdeburg), Bishop Lilje (Hanover), 
Bishop Meiser (Munich), Mr. Mager (Dresden), President Nieméller, Dr Niesel 
(Wuppertal), Prof. Smend (GUttingen), and Dr Heinemann (Essen) . 


Bishop Dibelius was elected as chairman of the Council, In accept-~ 
ing his election Bishop Dibelius stated that he considered this decision as the 
expression of a recognition of the special significance at this time of the 
Churches of Eastern Germany. Bishop Lilje was elected vice-chairman of the Coun- 
cil, The strong desire was expressed that Dr Niemdller shculd continue to re- 
present the Evangelical Church in Germany in its relation with the ccumenical 
movanent, 
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A full discussion took place on relationships with the World Council 
and on the interpretation of the paragraph of the Constitution of the Evangelic- 
al Church in Germany concerning ecumenical relationships. This matter will be 
studied by the new Council but it was emphasised by all that,whatover the form 
of representation of the German Churches in the World Cowmcil may ultimately be, 
the solution should be such that the unity of the Evangelical Church in Germany 
is not jeopardised, : 


The Synod also discussed fully the problem of justice end law in the 
chaotic situation of Germany today. Very special consideration was given to the 
problem of the fourteen million German refugees and a message on this subject was 
adopted. Among the legislative decisions of the Synod one of the most important 
wes the adoption of a new constitution of the "Hilfswerk!' which regularises and 
clarifies the relations of the Hilfswerk both with the Evangelical Church as a 


whole and the regional Churches. K.i .5.Geneva 
GERMANY Declaration by the Synod of the EKD 


The Syned of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) at its meeting 
in Bethel, Bielefeld, has drawn up a declaration regarding the refugee problem, 
addressed to "all those who are called upon to help the refugees - church 
authorities, international relief organisations, administrations, governments 
and occupying Powers", 


The declaration states, among other observations, that "injustice 
breeds hatred and the lust for revenge; blind despair doesnot consider the con-~ 
sequences, Thus many are dreaming today of a new war as the only way out of 
their suffering. We must implore our brothers and sisters not to fall a prey to 
such illusory hopes, but to maintain an equable temper amid their trials. It is 
not war that we need, but a peace which will give us the chance to overcome our 
troubles by honest labour together," 


The declaration calls upon the Governments concerned to see, in their 
efforts for a genuine peace, that the desperate condition of the refugees does 
not drag on to eternity. "It must be done away with as quickly as possible. But 
it cannot be overcome as long as those responsible cannot or will not create an 
economic situation ensuring ior the entire population, including the refugees, a 
level of existence worthy of human beings. Only a peace that lets men live can 
give the chance of reconstruction, can promise homes to the homeless, daily bread 
to the starving, justice to the outlawed, and its recompense to Christian toil," 


The following words are addressed to the German public; "We Germans, 
in the East and in the West, confined within the narrowest of spaces, and still 
denied freedom to form our political, economic and cultural life for ourselves 
under conditions of social justice, must in these days do all that man can do to 
bear our burdens together and to procure equal rights for one another," 


Church communities in particular are begged to do all they can for 
the refugees, and in this way to bear witnesss to Christian brotherhood, 
i. P.S.Geneva 
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GREAT BRITAIN The Archbishop of Canterbury on Church and State 
in Eastern Europe 


The arrests of Bishop Ordass, Lutheran Bishop of Budapest, and sub- 
sequently of Cardinal Mindszenty, Primate of the Roman Catholic Church of Hungary 
were mentioned by Dr Fisher, the Archbishop of Canterbury, in his presidential 
address to the Joint Synod of the Convocation of Canterbury held in Westminster 
Church House on January 13. The Archbishop referred to these two recent events 
"which gravely affect both the Protestant and the Roman Catholic Churches on the 
Continent and which must grievously increase our sense of the dangers to which 
the Western Churches are exposed in a large part of Eastern Europe," 


"In the case of Bishop Ordass'', said the Archbishop, "the Central 
Committee of the World Council of Churches (see EPS No. 43, 1948) made careful 
enquiry and was satisfied that the charges against him were a mere excuse on the 
part of the Government to justify an action taken on quite other grounds, And 
there can be no doubt that the same is true in the case of the Cardinal, 


"In fact both the Bishop and the Cardinal had refused to accept 
Government policy with regard to their schools and had used all legitimate means 
to oppose it. Both were fearless and outspoken in their resistance. Both re- 
sisted because they were convinced that the Christian training of children was 
at stake... 


"In fact", concluded the Archbishop, "we are witnessing a deadly 
struggle between the Christian faith and the Christian Church on the onc side, 
and on the other, a Communism thich will not tolerate any form of the Christian 
Church unless it be subservient to itself and which (as we know from much 
¢vidence) even when it tolerates it, only too often takes care by insidious 
means to frustrate its activities, to sap its life and to cut off from it boys 
and girls as they grow up. Now and again, as in Hungary, a notable and outstand-~ 
ing Christian leader is removed; but the process goes on all the time, denying 
the fundamental liberties which belong to man as a child of God, eating into the 
life of the Church and imposing a faith, rooted in Marxian atheism, which is in- 
compatible with the Christian faith, I have through the World Council expressed 
the sympathy of the Church of England with the Lutheran Church in Hungary; so 
now here I express the sympathy of the Church of England with the Roman Catholic 
Church in Hungary which in the person of its Gardinal has suffered this grave 
assault. And I an sure that in this I speak for the whole Convocation of Canter 


bury .! H.P.S.Geneva 
UNITED STATES Protestant Missions on Indonesian Conflict 
weet te DAL BO aoe enh 2 8s20ns on inconesian Lonilict 


The Foreign Missions Conference of North America, which represents 
102 Protestant mission boards, as its 55th annual meeting on January 7, held in 
Buck Hill Falls, Pa. (USA), adopted a resolution requesting that the United 
States representative on the Security Council of the United Nations be instruct- 
ed to demand the withdrawal of the Dutch Army to its lines of December 19, 1948, . 
and the release of Indonesian Republican leaders without "reservation or re- 
striction", 
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The Conferences called on the Administration to hold in abeyance any 
further Marshall Plan aid to the Netherlands Government until it complies fully 
with all demands made by the Security Council. 


It also urged the Administration to press for renewed negotiations 
through the Good Offices Committec until the establishment of an arbitration or 
conciliation commission. 


The resolution added; 


"A European nation of democratic traditions and outstanding devotion 
to the Christian faith has, by sudden attack upon the Indonesian Republic and 
imprisonment of its leaders, violated the letter and the spirit both of its pro- 
fession in these matters and of directives of the United Nations, This unjust- 
ifiable resort to arms is a denial of human brotherhood and of the basic Christ- 
ian principle that men everywhere have the right of self-determination. 


"These acts have already met with the disapproval, publicly expressed, 
of many Christian leaders in the Netherlands. Leaders of government in free 
nations of asia have been alarmed and resentful because of this unwarranted in- 
vasion, which has only served to create disunity among nations and tends to 


foster an Asian bloc in world affairs,'! E.P.S.Geneva 
INDIA Tributes to Missionaries 


Tributes to the work of Christian missionaries were paid by Indian 
State leaders at the centenary celebrations of the Malabar Christian College at 
Calicut, Among those praising the missionaries were C. Rajagopalachari, Governor~ 
General of India, and Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar, Dewan of Mysore, 


The Governor-General predicted that Christianity "will continue to 
flourish in all parts of India for the government of new India is no enemy to 
any religion... We are grateful not only for the educational work done by the 
Christian colleges and schools but also for such religious campaigns as were 
associated with them." 


The Dewan of Mysore hailed Christian missions, especially in South 
India, for having done a great deal of useful work. "But for them", he said, 
“a yery large and significant part of the population would have gone without 
literacy, without the blessings of knowledge and without enlightenment of modern 
progress", 


Referring to the criticism that the work of missionaries is to con- 
vert members of other faiths to their own, the Dewan held that this was a narrow 
view, What is more important, he said, is that they have helped the followers 
of Hinduism and other religions to re-examine their own teachings. EPS. Geneva 


CEYLON S.C.M. Asian leaders' Conference 
& conference of the Student Christian Movement's leaders in Asia was 


held during Christmas 1948 at Kandy, Ceylon. The conference was organised by the 
World's Student Christian Federation. In spite of great difficulties regarding 
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finance, transport and the political situation, 90 delegates reached Kandy after 
many adventures.and delays, The delegates came from Burma, Ceylon, China, Indo- 
nesia, Japan, Korea, Malaya, Pakistan, Philippines and Siam, together with 
Australia and New Zealand, and there were visitors from France, Great Britain 
and Sweden. 


The meeting was charact.rised by a deep sense of Christian purpose 
and it will undoubtedly have a profound effect upon the Student Christian Move- 
ments in the Asiatic countries concerned. A moving letter was sent by 70 de- 
legates to the S.C.M. of the Netherlands in ccnnection with the fighting in Indo- 
nesia, E.PS. Geneva 


Television of Religious Subjects 


The television of church services and of such features as plays and 
talks dealing not only with ecclesiastical subjects but also with the relation- 
ships between Christianity and the varied aspects of human life and activities 
is still in its infancy but promises interesting developments in the use of this 
new radio technique. 


4 correspondent of the "Church Times" points out that the Television 
Service of the British Broadcasting Corporation transmits for an average of two 
and half hours each day of the week and that in view of restricted studio space 
at present available "it is plain that only a small percentage of that time can 
be used for religion, A performance of Miss Dorothy Sayers' Nativity play was 
transmitted to an audience cf 200,000 viewers on Christmas Eve, 


4 large proportion of the television stations in the United States 
transmit religious services, ceremonies, talks and features, A television station 
called WPIX, owned by the New York Daily News, has a regular "television chapel", 
4 devotional service for the deaf recently transmitted by this station showed a 
choir of five deaf persons, who maintained a rythm by the use of hands and 
fingers, and a sermon delivered in sign language and prayer response registered 


in the same manner, E.P.S.Geneva 
‘GERMANY-UNITED STATES Study Visits for Church Leaders — 


Plans to send selected German representatives to the United States 
fer three months in view of studying various aspects of american life, including 
réligious activities, are being made by the U.S. Military Government in Germany, 


As many as 600 Germans may be involved in the project, which is part 
of a large-scale plan of reorientation and cultural exchange, Their travel ex- 
penses to and from the States, as well as salaries and living expenses, will be 
paid by the American government, For the duration of their visit they will be, 
for all practical purposes, in U.S, government employment, 


The Religious affairs Branch of the U.S, Military Government hopes 
to send over about 80 Germans, half of whom will be engaged in specifically Pro- 
testant projects, the remainder devoting themselves to Roman Catholic or inter- 
credal work, 
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The Federal Council of Churches is being asked to sponsor seven pro- 
jects for the German Protestants. It is proposed that the International Council 
of Religious Education and the National Lutheran Council.cach sponsor six pro- 
jects, and the National Religion and Labour Foundation one, The National Cathol- 
ic Welfare Conference has already assumed responsibility for German Roman Cathol- 
ic visitors. The National Conference of Christians and Jews will be responsible 
for the German interfaith representatives. 


"The function of the German Prctestant and Catholic visitors", the 
government mnouncement said, "is to familiarise themselves thoroughly with 
Specific areas of American church life, The intention is that, having gained 
such familiarity, they will return to Germany and be able to engraft in German 
church life much of what they have learned in the Statest, 


The undertaking is intended to "promote peaceful and constructive 
relations in the postwar world, which shall be for the healing of the nations," 


E.eP.S Geneva 
HUNGARY Coneerdate Between the State and the Lutheran Church 


An agreement calling for cocperation between the Hungarian Lutheran 
Church and the Government was formally signed in Budapest on December 14, 1948, 
The signatories were Julius Ortutay, Minister cf Cults, on behalf of the Govern- 
ment, and Bishop Zoltan Thuroczy and Lay Inspector Zoltan Mady on behalf of the 
Lutheran Church, 


"This is not a treaty nor a business deal", declared Bishop Thuroczy, 
"put an honest endeavour of the Church to respect the: rights of the State and of 
the State to show a reciprocal attitude towards the Church", 


The Concordate contains the following points; 


The Church and the State will form a common commission to issue new 
laws concerning the religion and especially the religious education of children, 


The Government declares that it will be every way assure the full 
freedom of religion, The Church for her part acknowledges that the State has up 
to now maintained and protected the freedom of religion and even supported the 
efforts of the Church, 


The Government guarantees to the Church freedom of worship in 
churches and official buildings, in homes and open places, freedom of the church 
press, of spreading the Bible and religious literature, holding conferences, 
religious instruction and the ecclesiastical work of mercy... The Government 
guarantees her the right to maintain social institutions... 


The State will reduce its financial support on a sliding scale, 
After December 31, 1968, all support will cease. 


The Church yields to the decision of the nationalisation of church 
schools. The teachers will be employed by the State. All school-buildings with 
their equipments and funds as well as the territories belonging to then, will be- 
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come property of the State. However, this nationalisation does not refer to 
theological seminaries and departments, duaconess institutions, and schools train- 
ing voluntary workers for the Church. The Church will continus to have the 

right to give religious instruction in the schools taken over by the State. 


The Church will also in the future offer prayers on behalf of the 


Hungarian Republic, its President and the Government. E.P.S.Geneva 
GREaT BRITsIN "The Friends of Reunion" 


The "Friends cf Reunion", a society which played an important part 
in developing ecumenical ideals in Britain before the war, entered upon a new 
phase of its existence at a renewed annual conference, held from Decembar 13 to 
15, 1948 at High Leigh, Hoddesdon. It was attended by rather more than forty 
members. At the first session Professcr C.H. Dodd spoke on "Amsterdam and Re- 
union", emphasising the importance of the discussions which took place in Section 
I at Amsterdan on "The Universal Church in God's Design"', He was followed by the 
Rev. 0.5. Tomkins, secretary of the Faith and Order Department of the World Coun- 
cil of Churches, who spoke on "Ecumenism and the local Church", There was need, 
he said, not only for joint presentation cf the Gospel but also for joint Christ- 
ian witness in everyday life. 


Mr. W.G. Symons, a factory inspector from Sheffield, speaking as a 
layman, reminded the theologians that at the level of practical results there was 
a gcod deal to be said for disunion, He mentioned the healthy aspect cf competi- 
tion and freedom from stagnation under a monopoly and reminded them that the 
history of English Nonconformity had illustrated the vigorous respcnsibility 
which laymen had exercised in such Churches, How far did the clergy seem to 
acquire more influence as the result of ecclesiastical amalgamation? Unity, he 
stressed, must be justified at the deepest level or not at all, 


A congregationalist, the Rev. John Huxtable, insisted upon the neces- 
sity for organic union and pointed out that this cbjective might be delayed if 
the Churches became satisfied with the sufficiency cf cooperation between them 
as they are, 


Under the guidance of the Rev, C. Kingley Williams, the revised state- 
ment cf aims cf the Society was examined and adopted. This brings the "Friends 
of Reunion" into the present day setting of the ecumenical movement, as a volun- 
tary association whose aim is the orgmic union of the Churches. 


K.P.5.Geneva 
FRANCE Correction 


We have been asked to print a correcticn regarding the statement in 
E.P.S. No, 1 that "French pastors"! had received gifts of $40, The donation was 
in fact from the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. to the pastors of the Re- 
formed Church of France exclusively. E.P.S.Geneva 
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NETHERLANDS Declaration of the Synod of the Reformed Church on 


the Indonesian Conflict 


The General Synod of the Netherlands Reformed Church adopted the 
following declaration on January 14. 1949: 


"The General Synod of the Netherlands Reformed Church has again con- 
sidered seriously what is to be its witness in the present circumstances on be- 
half of the Church, concerning the relationships between the lage hauler and 
Indonesia, 


"In its letter to the Council of Ministers of September 22, 1948, the 
General Synod took as its starting point the promise made by Her Majesty the 
Queen on behalf of the Netherlands people and repeated subsequently on several 
occasions, namely to collaborate in the creation of the political independence 
of Indonesia, In speaking to the Government it recognised the high calling of 
the authorities as the servantsof God and the specific responsibility which it 
bears for its policies including the use of force, Conscious of the dangers 
which would accompany the accomplishment of this promise, it stated at the same 
time ‘that a solution of the problems to be sought by the use of armed force 
would inevitably become a source of very great difficulties', Today the General 
Synod takes the same view which led it to this witness. 


"But in the meantime armed force has been used again and we must 
count with the possibility that the spiritual damage against which we uttered 
a warning in our letter to the Council of Ministers has been done, We know 
that the decision which the Government has taken was made after considerable 
searching of heart, The Government has considered that not to act in this 
given situation would have caused even more damage and would have rendered it 
unable to fulfil the promises made to Indonesia. The Government alone was 
called to take this decisicn which has aspects of great political complexity 
upon which the Church cmnot pronounce judgment, The Synod feels, however, 
with anxiety that the military action has undermined mutual confidence and that 
this will not only affect the future relations between the peoples of the 
Netherlands and of Indonesia, but also the work of the Church and missions. 
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"The Church desires, however, to take very seriously the declaration 
of the Government that, in spite of these measures, it will concentrate all its 
energy on the speedy realisation of political freedom and the independence of 
Indonesia. 


"We confess that as a Church and a nation we have in the relationships 
to the peoples of Indonesia been self-seeking rather than recognismg them as our 
neighbour and lovmgthem. If, against our hope, the Government wouid deviate 
from the line of action which it has made its own in several declarations of 
recent weeks we shall, though in full consciousness of our own guilt, feel the 
call to raise our voice. All obstacles must be taken away which stand against 
a free and independent collaboration between the Netherlands and Indonesia, 


"Everything possible must be done by the Netherlands people and its 
Government renouncing all self-interest to restore confidence among the Indones- 
ians, including the Republic, by an unreserved and generous fulfilling of the 
promises which have been given. In the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ we re- 
cognise our unity with the Churches in Indonesia who acknowledge the same Lord 
and Saviour. He alone makes us truly free and ready to serve each other, 


"The General Synod concludes with a call to intercession for the 
Government in the Netherlands and Indonesia and for all who have to carry out 
their decisions, praying that in these days God may give them wisdom, This in- 
tercession concerns also the people of the Netherlands and Indonesia which live 
today in such great tension. More than ever we take our stand on the Word of 
Gods ‘'Call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver thee, and thou shalt 


glorify me' (Psalm 50;15) ." E.P.S. Geneva 
UNITED STATES The Churches! Responsibility on Human Rights 


Christians throughout the world should coordinate their resources to 
make the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, recently approved by the United 
Nations (see E.P.S. Noe 50) an effective instrument. The advice was given by 
Dr 0, Frederick Nolde, secretary of the Commission of the Churches on Inter- 
national Affairs, in an address to the 55th annual meeting of the Foreign 
Missions Conference of North America held at Buck Hill Falls at the beginning 
of January. 


Stressing that the Declaration 'ican have just as much significance 
as the nations and peoples of the world seek to give it", he called upon Christ- 
ians to give it their full support. "They should see the values which already 
have emerged and capitalise on them", he said. "Furthermore, they should re- 
cognise the potential values for the future and seek to bring them to reality." 


Dr Nolde uttered a warning that when international documents such as 
the Human Rights Declaration are under preparation the Churches "cannot afford 
to assume they will prove insignificant, and ignore them", Rather assistance 
should be lent to secure the best provisions and "every effort" should be 
exertcd to make those provisions effective in society. E.P,S. Geneva 
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UNITED STATES New Protestant Radio Commission 


A Protestant Radic Commission has been formed in New York, with the 
Reve Everctt C. Parker as director, The Joint Religious Radio Committee, which 
represented the Congregational Christians, the Evangelical and Reformed Church, 
the Methodist Church, the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. and the United 
Church of Canada, has now merged its activities with those of the new Protestant 
Radio Commission, 


This is a first step in an attempt to "jolt religious broadcasting 
out of its rut of constantly-repeated programmes based on out-moded ideas of 
the functions of radio, and to make a place for religion in television." 


Mr. Parker pointed out that the radio was "adding a new dimension 
to the vocation of the ministry", and that radio "highlights the fact that the 
Church is not an exclusive institution conducted for the benefit of its re- 
gistered members... Radio and television are essential to the work of the 
Christian Church today. Fewer than 50 per cent of smericans are active church 
members and, of these, how many average two visits to the church cach month? 
The Christian Gospel can be carried to this indifferent majority only by some 
mass medium of communication that can reach them outside the church," 

E.P.S.Geneva 


UNITED STATES Missionary Policy in Relation to Communism 


From a report entitled "Recommendations on Missionary Policy in the 
Christian Approach to Communism" presented at the 55th annual meeting of the 
Foreign Missions Conference of North America held on January 7, at Buck Hill 
Falls we quote the following: 


The report advised missionaries in areas of Communist "penetration" 
to lower their standards of living because comfort, security, and a high stand- 
ard of living erect a barrier between missions and the poverty-stricken masses 
whom they serve. Missionaries may also have to make other "serious read just- 
ments" in personal living habits and plans, the report added, 


"Some men may feel called to forego marriage in order to serve areas 
where wives and children cannot go", it stated; or might follow Paul's example 
in making their missionary work possible by working in a trade. 


The ministry of the Christian Church in Communist-dominated areas, 
the report stressed, is so urgent that it must be continued regardless of any 
prohibiting circumstances, 


The report proposed that special courses on Marxist philosophy be 
made available to new missionaries, students from overseas, and missionaries 
on furlough. E.P.S.Geneva 
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UNITED STaTES In Favour of Orphaned Missions 


At its 55th annual meeting held at Buck Hills Falls at the beginning 
of January, the Foreign Missions Conference of North america adopted the follow- 
ing resolution concerning Orphaned Missions; 


"1. That having reccived the report of the International Missionary 
Council on the Lutheran World Federation and the financial prospects of the 
German missions, the crisis confrcnting the Paris Mission, the serious financial 
difficulties which other continental missions are meeting, this Conference re- 
cognises that the present situation calls for the continuance on an even larger 
scale of that inter-mission aid which was carried on in war timc, under the 
term ‘orphaned missions', 


"The Conference, therefore, strongly commends to its ccnstituent 
members the appeal of the I.M@.C. for a new Orphaned Missions and Inter-Mission 
Aid Fund from which help may be given to the German and other continental _ 
Missions during the next five years, 


"2, That the Conference welcomes the proposal that the I.M.C. should 
initiate study and consultation regarding a comprehensive ecumenical solution 
of the long-term problems involved in the maintenance of continental missionary 


activity". E.P.S Geneva 
UNITED STATES American Committee for the Christian approach 


tc the Jews 


At the recent annual meeting cf the Home Missions Council cf North 
America held on January 10-13, at Buck Hill Falls, the proposal to amalgamate 
the Home Missions Council's Committee on the Christian approach to the Jews, 
and the American Section of the International Missionary Council's Committee 
on the Christian Approach to the Jews was approved, 


This means that there will now be in North America am umerican Com- 
mittee for the Christian Approach to the Jews, Members include four appointed 
by the Home Missions Council, two by the Foreign Missions Conference, one by 
the Federal Council of Churches, and one by the North american Hebrew Christian 
Alliance. In addition, others representing denominations not included in the 


above are to be coopted. E.P.S. Geneva 
UNITED STaTES affiliation with National Council cf Churches 


The question of affiliation with the proposed National Council cf 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America has been discussed fcr some 
time by various ecclesiastical organisaticns, 


The proposed Council, scheduled to be fermally organised in 1950, 
was originally planned tc embrace cight Protestant interdenominational bodies, 
as for instance the Federal Council cf Churches of Christ in america, the In- 
ternational Council fer Religious Education, etc, The National Protestant Coun- 
cil on Higher Education and re United Stewardship Council have sacar accept— 
ed affiliation, 
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At its 41st annual meeting held at Buck Hill Falls from January 
10-13, 1949, the Home Missions Council of North America (representing 23 Pro-= 
testant denominations) decided to accept affiliation with the proposed Nationa] 
Council, The decision was taken by 63 votes in favour of affiliation, 16 ne- 
gative votes and 7 abstentions, 


The Foreign Missions Conference of North America (representing 102° 
Protestant missionary bodies), also meeting at Buck Hill Falls at the beginning 
of January, voted against affiliation by 63 votes, 51 for and 12 absten- 
tions » 


The Foreign Missions Conference has decided "to maintain its present 
broad base of increasing cooperation among a large number of foreign mission 
boards rather than to seek closer cooperation by a much smaller nunber of boards 
with the other interdenominational agencies in the proposed National Council," 


Dr M.T. Rankin of Richmond, Vas, representing the Southern Baptist 
Convention, opposed the merger, He maintained that a vote in favour of parti- 
cipation "is a vote that does away with the Foreign Missions Conference and 
effectively eliminates Southern Baptists from a fellowship that has lasted many 
years". "The Southern Baptist Convention has maintained membership in the 
F.M.C., but nas steadfastly refused to cooperate with other interdenominational 
groups). E.P.S,.Geneva 


Life and Work of Women in the Church 
oe WOMEN In wae Unurcn 


The revised Interim Report of a study on the Life and Work of Women 
in the Church, prepared for the Amsterdam Assembly of August 1948, by the Study 
Department of the World Council of Churches from replics received to a questione 
naire, has now been published in an English edition by the World Council of 
Churches, 17 route de Malagnou, Geneva (price 2 Sw.francs or 2s.4d.), and 
French and German texts of this document are expected to be available shortly, 


Such a wealth of material was elicited by this questionnaire, in- 
Cluding substantial reports, many of them based on very thorough study from all 
types of Churches and all parts of the world, that this Interim Report, as Dr 
WeA. Visser 't Hooft, General Secretary of the World Council of Churches, points 
out in his foreword, "represents no more than a first attempt to call attention 
to some of the main situations and problems which are fully described in the 
national reports" received, 


Following the recommendations for appropriate action by the Churches 
recommended by Committee Four which received the report at the Amsterdam 
Assembly, a commission of church men and church women ig shortly to be set up 
to give further consideration to this subject and an Executive Secretary will 
be appointed, E.P.S.Geneva 


GERMANY Bishop Wurm's Farewell to German Student Youth 


"In the years and the decades ahead great patience will be required 
of you, great self-control in the face of injustice, great perseverance in 
quietly carrying out your work, If God gives you the strength to do that with 
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dignity, then, when you come to my years, you will see the German nation once 
more take its place among the nations of the world", 


This was the message which Bishop Wurm, on his retirement as Pre- 
sident of the Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany, addressed to the 
students of Germany, on whom the weight of responsibility will rest in the 
future, 


With regard to the danger of a revival of nationalist tendencies 
among the German people, the Bishop declared; "It would cause me great sorrow 
if the repeated stands that I have made on behalf of law and justice were to 
arouse emong young people a response in the form of unwise national self-right- 
sousness in respect of the occupying Powers. Self-righteousness is a bad 
counsellor in spiritual and temporal matters alike, and I am ¢lad that I can 
lay down my office in the assurance that others are to come after me who will 
not neglect to speak out on behalf of justice, and who will know at the same 
time that the only people who can lawfully do this are those who take to heart 
the criticisms of others. It has become more and more plain to me in the course 
of my life, which began in the age of national idealism, that not even nations 
live by the power of their arms, nor by the vastness of their possessions, nor 
yet by the readiness of their sons to die for them, but by the simple command- 
ments of God and the benediction which has come down to them from carlier races," 


E.P.S.Geneva 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA The Vice President of the Republic against 


"Nationalist and.Roligious Prejudices" 


The Information Bulletin issued in Prague by the Central Youth Com- 
mittee of the Czechoslovak Republic contains a report of a speech by the Vice Pre- 
sident of the Republic, Mr. Siroky, in which he gives his views regarding 
"nationalist and religious prejudices" anong young people. 


Enphasising the importance for the rising generation of ridding it- 
self completely of all nationalist prejudices, the articles goes on to say that 
after the events of February 1948, the new Action Committee of the National 
Front decided to amalgamate all the youth organisations in the country. 


"Our intention", continues Mr. Siroky, "was not only to prevent po- 
litical parties from starting youth organisations, but to prevent any organisa- 
tion whatever, Catholic or Evangelical, from forming separate youth groups. 
Such organisations are unnecessary, and indeed undesirable, 


"Certain organisations of young people and of women, of religious 
origin, have set themselves up in opposition to this scheme, indulging in act- 
ivities which were a barrier to our progress. We all know that citizens of our 
republic enjoy complete confessional freedom, and that the clergy of the two 
most important confessions are able to carry out their spiritual mission with- 
out let or hindrance. Religious instruction in the schools is recognised by 
the law; theological seminaries and faculties are training the pricsts and 
pastors of the future, We quote these facts in order to demonstrate that 
sufficient religious instruction is going on in Church and school to obviate 
any necessity for the creation of confessional youth organisations, It is only 
certain circles opposed to the union of youth which have seen any need for such 
a thing.! E.P.S.Geneva 
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U.S.S.R. . Baltic Evangelicals 


"Bratskij Vestnik") (Messenger of Brotherhood), the periodical of the 
Union of Evangelicals and Baptists in the U.S.S.R., in its fourth volume for 
1948, prints a report on the work of groups of its members in the Baltic Soviet 
Republics of Esthonia, Latvia and Lithuania. The Evangelical Union is a con~ 
tinuation of the former "Stundist!' movement in Russia. It is stated that it 
has now been possible to repair even those meeting-houses which were destroyed 
or damaged during the war. 


Esthonia;- One of the parishes of Esthonia where, although numeric- 
ally it is not very important, church life is at its strongest is Suigu, where 
a well-furnished stone house was built in 1939, There are three prayer groups 
established in Parnu, and in Vilyandi the prayer group includes Baptiste, 
Moravians and Pentecostalists. The Pentecostal movement, which has been flour- 
ishing for some decades in Esthonia, was the object of a detailed inquiry in 
Tallinn. Mr. N.A. Levindanto, representing the Union's central office in Moscow, 
emphasised the need for educational work anong Pentecostalists, "in order that 
speaking with tongues, in obscure foreign languages, predictions of all kinds 
and the divination of dreams and visions may be put a stop to at all public 
prayer meetings", The discussion which followed closed with an assurance given 
by the former leader of the Pentecostal movement and other elders that "there 
is no indulgence in speaking with tongues in the Pentecostal movement of Esthoniat 
and that it thefore counts "as an exception", 


Three groups of Evangelicals are flourishing in Tallinn - Carmel, 

Zion and Sharon. This last, whose membership increased from 54 to 163 ductus 
1946-7, "expresses perdieniont during the sermon by interpolations rather startl- 
ing to the visitor, and frequently even by applause". The parish of Sharon has 
been able to make a substantial increase in the size of its church. The parish 
of Ridale has a membership of 400, and that of Rannamois possesses a house of 
its own, where evening prayers are held which have a large attendance and reap 
a rich spiritual harvest, 


Latvia; - The most important recent event in Latvian church life was 
the ten-day ‘training course in Talsi in March 1948, which was attended by 14 
persons. Lectures were given on the history of the Christian Church, the history 
and dogmatics of the Baptist movement, eschatology, homiletics, Pastors) theo- 
logy, Bible study, service by elders and the constitution of the Soviet Union, 
all carried on within a setting of prayers and trial preaching by those taking 
part, 


In Priekuls a new meeting-house was opened in the presence of Mr. 
Levindanto and several elders. The consecration ceremony ttok place as follows: 
"On being presented with the key, Brother Levindanto opened the doors of the 
meeting-house with the words; ‘All that ye do, in word or deed, that do ye in 
the name of the Lord Jesus'. The church was full of people, who knelt to sing 
the hymn of the Union of the brothers and sisters in Latvia... There was not 
room for everybody who wished to hear the Word of God, so that many had to stand 
outside by the open window. Some 500-600 people in all had gathered for this 
ceremony; Their leader stated; 'We celebrate this occasion in the life of our 
church first of all in deep thankfulness to God, Who thus dowers us with His 
great mercy, and likewise in gratitude to our Government',! E.P.S.Geneva 
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U.Sd.Re Sovict Church Films 


A film has been made in Moscow showing the celebrations cf the quin- 
centenary of the Russian Orthodox Church's attainment of autocephaly, This 
film has been shown in several Balkan countries and in the Nethorlands. 


Another film has been made on the "Synod of Lvov', et which the 
decision was taken to transfer the allegiance of the Uniate Church from Rome to 


the Orthodox Church of Russia, E.P.S. Geneva 
BULGARIA Theolegical Faculty's Work 


"Tserkoven Vestnik", one of the periodicals of the Orthodox Church of 
Bulgaria, gives in its issue of December 18, 1948, a detailed account of what 
has been done during 1947-8 in the Theological Faculty in Sofia, the only 
establishment of its kind in Bulgaria, 


Iwo hundred and seventy-six students in all, including 18 women, 
are attending the Faculty's courses. Forty-four of them are the sons of trades- 
men, ‘0 of officials, 111 of peasants, 36 of workmen and 15 of representatives ° 
of free professions. 


The teaching staff of the Faculty consists of 10 prefessors, 2 
lecturers and 4 auxiliary helpers, "According to the requirements and the needs 
of the time, the following subjects have been added to the time-table; the 
scientific outlook of Marxism, the Constitution of the Bulgarian People's 


Republic, religious psychology, Christian sociology", #.P.S. Geneva 
GERMANY : Constitution of the Confessing Church 


At a meeting held in Detmold, representatives of the Fraternal Coun- 
cils of the verious church provinces decided upon a constitution for the Con- 
fessing Church, 


The Confessing Church is now, as a result, being built up as a proper 
organisation by parishes, The highest authorities are the conference of the 
Fraternal Councils of the provinces and the Fraternal Council of the Evangelical 
Church in Germany (National Fraternal Council). The latter will have the task 
of speaking for the Confessing Church, It may carry on its cffice for as long 
as four years, and convokes the conference of provincial Councils twice a year, 
The President, two other members and the permanent business manager from its 
business committee, We are informed by the Evangelical Press Service, of Bethel, 
that Councillor Martin Niemdller is to be appointed President. E.P.S. Geneva 


Te) Rogers 


We request our subscribers who have.not yet renewed their 
subscription to send it in as soon as possible, 
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GERMANY Conference on German Refugee Problems 


A fact-finding conference on the future of the more than 10,000,000 
refugees who present such an acute problem for Germany will be held at Hamburg 
from February 22-24, 1949. The conference which is being convened by the Refugee 
Division of the World Council of Churches with the approval of the British Foreign 
Office, will be attended by representatives of the German Evangelical Church and 

its relief organisation, of the German civilian authorities and the refugees' own 
organisation, and Control Commission Germany (British Element). 


The Conference willconsider, in particular, practical solutions of 
the problems of German expelled from other regions and countries into the British 
Zone, following the post-war alterations of the frontiers of Germany, Observers 
are being invited from the American and French Zones in order to ensure liaison 
for any future over-all plan for Trizonia and to keep in mind the essential 
unity of the problems to be faced, Unlike the 1,000,000 Displaced Persons who 
are eligible for care and maintenance by the International Refugee Organisation, 
these more than 10,000,000 post-war refugees do not qualify for United Nations 
care, They consist of the following categories; 


1) 9,000,000 Germans whose expulsion was authorised by the Potsdam 
Agreement from regions of the former German Reich incorporated in neigubour coun- 
tries since the end of the late war, Austria, Hungary, Czechoslovakia and Poland. 


2) Volksdeutsche, (mostly descendants of German colonists, settled 
in countries of the Danubian basin as far back as the Middle Ages) who have been 
expelled from Bulgaria, Roumania end Yugoslavia since the war, 


3) Distinct from the above two categories of authorised "expellees" 
are some thousands of refugees from Communist dominated countries who have fled 
by clandestine means from the eastern zone of Germany, Hungary and Roumania, 
Claiming that their lives and liberties are jeopardised by their political and 
religious opinions. In many instances their misery and destitution is extreme, 


The purpose of the Conference will be; 
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(a) To verify and assemble facts about the present position of these 
various categories of refugees, not eligible for I.R.0. care, their basic needs 
and the conditions needed to ensure their f=1l employment, redistribution and/or 
re-settlement., 


(b) To examine in general and in specific cases the possibility of 
financing schemes of economic rehabilitation from "Counterpart" funds under 
Economic Cooperation Administration (set up by the United States Foreign 
Assistance Act of 1948), 


The refugees are adherents of a diversity of religious denominations 
and an important aspect of the task of re-settlement is to ensure selection and 
training appropriate to the new environment in which they are to be re-settled. 
The Refugee Division of the World Council of Churches which coordinates the work 
undertaken by the many Protestant Church bodies both inside and outside Germany 
for the spiritual care and re-settlenent of refugees, has given particular 
attention to this aspect. 


The Conference, which will be conducted in both German and English, 
will meet in private session but will issue a communiqué on its findings. The 
names of those taking part will shortly be communicated. 


The Conference will be presided over by the Rev. Henry Carter, C.B.E, 
Chairman of the World Council of Churches Standing Conference on Refugees, who 
in the length and distinction of his service has been one of the most outstand- 
ing protagonists of the refugee cause. E.P.S. Geneva 


Asian Leaders! Conference of the World's Student Christian 
Federation 


The World's Student Christian Federation decided two year's ago to 
hold a conference for the leaders of the Student Christian Movements in Asia, 
and since that time it devoted a large part cf its efforts, its resources and 
the time of its staff to the preparation of this event. In spite of many financ- 
ialdifficulties and of the obstacles arising out of the political mrest in Asia, 
the Conference was finally held in Kandy, the former capital of Ceylon, from 
December 17, 1948 to January 4, 1949 (see E.P.S. No. 3). 


The Conference was extremely representative since it included de- 
legates of all Student Christian Movements affiliated to the Federation in Asia, 
and even a few representatives of student groups which are still in process of 
constitution, Eleven countries of Asia were represented and in addition the 
Student Christian Movements of Australia and New Zealand also sent delegations. 
Part of the Conference was devoted to the consideration of regional problems of 
Asia and as a result cf these discussions the movements represented at this meet- 
ing decided to organise themselves into two area councilss the South East Asian 
Council including the Student Christian Movements of the Philippines, Siam, Indo- 
nesia, Malaya and Burma, and another council in which the older movements of 
Japan, Korea, China, India, Pakistan and Ceylon would be grouped together, The 
desire was also expressed that in future gatherings of the same nature Australia 
and New Zealand should be cordially invited to send fraternal delegates, 
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The aim of the Conference was essentially to train Student Christian 
Movement leaders and it may be said that it really achicved this purpose. A 
large part of the pregramme was devoted to the study and discussion of the nature 
of a Student Christian Movement, its cims and bases, the content of its pro- 
gramme and particularly the methods of Bible study and the problems of evangelism, 
A great deal of attention war given to political problems and this was inevitable 
in view of the circumstances in which the Conference met. Fer tho Sonference was 
Opened at the same time as the Press announced the sccond Dutch police action in 
Indonesia and two Indonesian delegates took part in the Conference, And eight 
Chinese leaders were present and they had left their country without knowing 
whether they would be able to go back home after the Conference was over, 


Neverth:less, the main emphasis of the Conference was definitely on 
the basic question of evangelism, It was pointed out again, both by 
the speakers and by the delegates, that the fundemental task with which Student 
Christian Movements in Asia are confronted today, is that of preaching the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ. It became clear from all discussions that Christian witness 
in Asia is faced with increasingly difficult conditions. namely with non-Christ- 
ian religions which become more and more conscious of themselves and therefore 
more and more hostile to any attempt by Christians to confess their faith. 
Particular attention’ was paid to the ageressiveness of militant Hinduism and 
Islan, particular care was given to all questions concerning Bible study and 
a desire was strongly expressed that both the S.C.M. in Asia and the World's 
Student Christian Federation should devote a major part of their cfforts to the 
promotion of Bible study. It was made clear that Bible study can and must be 
the source of intellectual conviction and spiritual strength of Christians in a 
hostile world, 


The Conference in itself was a very valuable and fruitful ecumenical 
experience for its manbers and many discussions were devoted to ecumenical pro-= 
blems, It was emphasised that Student Christian Movements must fecl particularly 
responsible for calling their members to a full participation in the life of the 
Church by taking the greatest possible share in the life of local congregations 
and by pioneering humbly but firmly for thé reunion of the Churches, 


This meeting is an important step in the life of Student Christian 

Movements of Asia and can be a decisive step in the development of the World's 
Student Christian Federation in which Asia is called to play a growing part, 

i .P,S5.Geneva 


UNITED STATES The Federal Council of Churches and the Indonesian 
Situation 


The Executive Committee of the Federal Council of the Churches of 
Christ in America adopted on January 18, 1949 the following statement on the 
Churches and the Indonesian situations 


"The Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America notes with 
warm appreciation the pastoral letter of the Protestant Church of Indonesia of 
June 1948, the letter of the General Synod of the Netherlands Reformed Church 
addressed to the Netherlands Government on September 22, 1948, and the statement 
of the same Synod adopted on January 14, 1949 (see E.P.S. No» 4), The Federal 
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Council joins with these other Christian bodies in support of the Penis 
independence of Indonesia, 


"We welcome the repeated assurances cf the Netherlands Government, 
mentioned in the recent statement of the General Synod, that the Government con- 
tinues to be ccmmitted to immediate Indonesian independence, We share the con- 
cern of the General Synod over the adverse effect of recent military measures 
upon the mutual cenfidence between the peoples cf Indonesia and of the Nether- 
lands; for such confidence is essential to hclpful relations betwecn these 
nations and to peace, especially in Asia but also in the world. The statement 
of the General Synod, +s commended to the American Churches for their careful 
attention, 


"We express the earnest hope that the present conflict may soon be re- 
solved and urge that the assistance of the United Nations to that end te accept- 
ed by the parties involved, 


"We are gratified that, despite the political complications and 
tensions, the Churches cf the Netherlands and cf Indonesia have brought about 
the organisation of independent synods in Indonesia with the understanding of 
continued help without control from the Churches of the Netherlands, In prin- 
Ciple and policy the Churches have thus sct an example that should be suggestive 
and inspiring for the solution of the political problens, 


"To our fellow-Christians in both lands we give assurance of our 
sympathetic fellowship and cf our prayers that they may be guided and strungth- 
ened by Almighty God in their efforts to maintain and extend freedom, justice, 


peace and gocdwill," EeP.S.Geneva 
SPAIN News cf the Protestant Communities 


No. 93-4 of "Mcrning Star", the bulletin of the Pre Hispana movement, 
contains the following information regarding Protestant communities in Spains 


In July of last year, a camp was organised on the mountain close to 
the Escurial by the young Protestants of Madrid. 


At Seville a new church of tho Spanish Reformed Church was inaugurat- 
ed on August 8. ~On that evening members of the varicus Churches cf Spain met to 
hold a service of thanskgiving, but many persons were unable to get into the 
church for lack of space. 


The Evangelical church cf St. Paul in Barcelona recently celebrated 
its eightieth anniversary. This church is at the centre of all evangelistic work 
in the area, end may be considered the mother-church for all Catalonia. 


Work in Northern Spain is continuing as usual, although difficulties 
are not to seek. Stones have been thrown in San Sebastian at people going to 
worship in a private house; these were wrapped in paper on which was written 
"Blessed be the Virgin} Down with Luther} Down with the Protestants]" Young 
men belonging to the Catholic Acticn movement had scribbled on the walls of the 
shop owned by the householder offering hospitality for the service, "Don't buy 
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anything here, they are Protestants'', In spite of these obstacles, however, the 
Prefect of Police is still allowing members to mest, and services are being held 


as usual, E.P.S.Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN - UNESCO and Religion 


Speaking as a supporter of UNESCO in the House of Lords! debate on 
January 26, the Bishop of Chichester (the Right Rev. G.K.A.Bell) drew attention 
to a danger in the immediate trend of policy whereby the preponderant place might 
be occupied by science and scientific technique. "In Part III, the budget for 
the programme of operations, out of a total of 4,300,000 dollars", he said, 
"1,500,000 dollars are assigned to mass communication, which is scientific 
technique in the main; 679,000 dollars to naticnal science and 286,000 dollars 
to social science. Moreover, the operation concerned with education and cultural 
activities and reconstruction is generally cccupied with questions of scientific 
technique and the role of science in education... 


"IT have no wish to belittle science in the promotion of human welfare, 
or the estimable boons it confers on backward people, but I do quarrel with the 
idea that the more science there is in the world the better the world beccnes; 
and in the report of the late Director-General and the attitude behind the pro- 
gramme for 1949 which he has helped to formulate, I do detect toc great a belief 
in the perfect-ability of man by material means, and too little sense of the 
power of spiritual factors," 


The Bishop pointed out that "the breach of the communion between the 
spiritual and the rational order is the most formidable problem that confronts . 
the modern world, That is why I say that the fundamental crisis is a cultural 
crisis which cannot be met by... a great many instruments on the material and 
scientific plane, It needs the help cf the artist, the poet, the writer, the 
painter, the sculptors; and, above all, it needs the help cf religion, It is 
therefore of extraordinary importance that UNESCO is committed by its constitu- 
tion to the interest and maintenance of cultures. And in my opinion UNESCO in 
its operation and its whole approach to cultures, should recognise the place held 


by religicn in culture..." E.P,S.Geneva 
FRANCE Work of the. Martin Bucer Institute 


On February 1, 1949, the recently-founded Martin Bucer Institute in 
Strasbourg was formally opened, Its work is to train young people for various 
lay offices in the service cf the Church. The Institute was founded by the Evan- 
gelical Association of Strasbourg, with suppert from the Lutheran and Reformed 
Churches, The Institute is open to all who vish to work in the Church as lay 
preachers, catechists, deacons, parish secretaries, youth leaders, directors of 
centres, etc. Among the conditions it makes for acceptance are the following; 
firstly, full inward readiness for the service cf the Church of Christ; comple- 
tion of the candidate's eighteenth year; qualification in the first part cf the 
Baccalauréat examination, The Dean of the Strasbourg Faculty of Theolngy is a 
member cf the administrative committee, and a representative of the Free Churches 
is also tc sit on that committee, A broad basis is thus ensured. 
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The spirit in which the Institute means to carry out its task is 
described in the weekly paper published by the Reformed Church of France, "Le 
Christianisme au XXme Siéclet,; 


"This task will be taken on in the hope that at the same time the 
authorities of the Protestant Churches of France will take on their task, i.e. 
that they will work for the recognition of ministry by laymen, and for such 
ministry to be regulated and carried out accordingly. 


"In taking the initiative in this way, the fmders of the Martin 
Bucer Institute consider that the time has come for a recognition in principle 
and an admission de jure and de facto within the Church of the various ministries 
which we see in the primitive Church, and which it is no longer right to keep in 
the form of one single ministry." E.P.S,Geneva 


New Ecumenical Patriarch in Europe 


The new Ecumenical Patriarch visited Paris on January 24, on his way 
from America to Constantinople, Patriarch Athenagoras was welcomed by his Exarch 
in Western Europe, Metropolitan Germanos, of Thyateira, by Metropolitan Vladimir, 
the supreme head of the Russian Orthodox Church of the Emigration, affiliated to 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate, and by other church dignitarics. During his short 
stay in the French capital, Patriarch Athenagoras had diseussions with a repre- 
sentative of the Archbishop of Canterbury, who had come over to Paris for the 
occasion, and with a delegation from the Greek colony and from other Orthodox 
groups in Paris, After a service in the Greek church, another was held in the 
Russian cathedral, where the Patriarch in his address (translated by Bishop 
Cassian) emphasised the importance of the Russian Churches to ecumenical 
Orthodoxy. 


Soon after his arrival in Constantinople the solemn enthronment 


of the Ecumenical Patriarch took place. E.P.S.Geneva 
U.SSRe Patriarchate Blames Rome 


Volume 10 of the periodical published by the Moscow Patriarchate con- 
tains a detailed report of the funeral on September 22, 1948 in Lvov of Bishop 
P, Kostelnikov, who was ass*ssinxt:d there, Bishop Kostelnik was formerly a 
priest of the Uniate Church, i.e, a Church owing allegiance to Rome but worship-— 
ping by Slavonic rites, and made om important contribution towards the integra- 
tion of that Church into the Russian Orthodox Church. 


Bishop Kostelnik had, according to the tribute pai d to his memory 
by Archbishop Macarius of Lvov, been denouncing since 1930 "the historical fals- 
ity of the Papacy", and "branding the Vatican's principle of 'Union! as an evil 
to be combated", The Bishop, "whose name will be for ever honoured in the 
annals of the Russian Orthodox Church and the Russian people, fell murdered by 
a German-Ukrainian nationalist incited by the Vatican, which could not allow to 
pass the immense loss represented by the secession of the Uniate Church", 


Metropolitan Nicholas cf Krutiza and Kolomna has likewise stated 
that Bishop Kostelnik was "murdered by an agent of the Vatican", Patriarch 
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Alexius has associated himself with this statement, and has further expressed 
the opinion that the assassin (who committed suicide after his crime), "coming 
from the underground movement of the nationalist bourgeoisie in the Ukraine, 
doubtless acted at the Vatican's instigation, the latter wishing to take ven- 
geance upon its unfaithful priest. May God ccnsole us in our bercavement", the 
Patriarch continues, "and inspire fresh fighters for the holy cause of Orthodoxy 
from our midst", 


This charge is repudiated in Vatican circhs. It is stated that the 


Vatican had nothing to do with the death of Bishop Kostelnik,. E.P.S. Geneva 
FRANCE Meeting of French and German Pastors 


From January 7 to 19, a unique ecumenical meeting tock place in Le 
Chambon-sur-Lignon, under the auspices of the Mission of Fellowship to the 
Churches of Europe of the American Board of Missions (Congregational), A con- 
sistory of 13 French pastors was host to an equal number of German Evangelical 
ministers from several synods in the Rhineland. The theme ef the meeting wass 
What Christ is saying to His Church today concerning man, the world and the 


Church itself. 


In three different ways an extraordinary sense ef communion grew up 
between the men who took part in this ecumenical adventures A solid theologic- 
al exchange was carried out, A real friendship was established in discussion, 
which led to invitations for all the German group to spend the remainder cf the 
week in one or another of the mountain and valley parishes of the French pastors. 
There they were invited to participate in the parish work and even ta preach in 
the Sunday service. 


One cf the twelve theses drawn together by the participants in the 
meeting stresses that only because "we are reconciled with God"docs"the ccmmun- 
ity cf the Church witness to the world that uniquely in the spirit of Jesus 
Christ can reconciliation between men and peace between nations be realised." 


The German pastors invited their French colleagues to continue this 
discussion in Christ at Meisenheim during august, and the invitation was gladly 


accepted. E.P.S Geneva 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA Professor Hromadka on Peace 


Prof. J.L. Hromadka expounded his Christian conception of peace in 
an address delivered to 2500 people who attended an evangelistic meeting, held 
by the Gouncil of Christian Churches in Czechoslovakia on Januery 11, in Slo- 
vansky Dum at Prague. This centre cf cultural activities is also used for meet=- 
ings of the Communist Party and other organisations. 


Professor Hromadka saids "We are gathered together not in the name 
of a national or a political ideology, but in the name cf the Crucified and 
Rison Christ, Our assembly wishes to bear witness before all men that the 
authority, mercy and love cf our Lord are dearer to us than all the gocds cf 
this world. They can give us such strength that we fear nothing and proclaim 
our message in tranquillity of mind... 
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"To be disciples of Christ demands of men a great, decisive Yes. We 
are not called upon to turn aside from important tasks and responsibilities, but, 
on the contrary, to set about freeing the new society from all the sins and the 
hurtful things with which it is permeated and to help, in quietness of spirit, 
to spread the atmosphere of genuine love. Let us learn from the children of 
this world, for, in the words of Christ to His. disciples, the children of this 
world are in their generation wiser than the children of light. Instead of 
giving way to grumbling and malice and hatred, let us learn to overcome the 
things that are wrong by ways that are right.e. 


"Peace at any price - that is not the peace of Jesus Christ, Who, 
being the Truth, is able to introduce uneasiness and anxiety into human hearts,., 
The uneasiness in our hearts and the confusion in the world are a punishment for 
our sins... 


"The guilt rests in the first place with us, and not with those who 
because of our unfaith are turning away from the living God... Peace on carth. . 
is a precious gift. It has been most grievously fought and suffered for by Him 
Who died on the Cross, and it has to be fought for too by those whom God has 
called, We have our orders to take this message of peace into the whole world. 
What is more great and more dignified today than to confess Jesus Christ?,..!! 
HeP.S. Geneva 


GERMANY Position of the Evangelical Church in Silesia 


Owing to the deportation of the vast majority of Germans in that part 
of Silesia which is now under the Polish Government, the Church cf Silesia has 
been going through a period of painful readjustment, German-speaking Evangelic- 
als in Lower Silesia now number 40-50,000, and are cared for by two pastors, two 
preachers and some eighty lay readers, In addition to this permanent work, about 
forty deaconesses arc serving in the area, 


The Administration of the Evangelical Church of Silesia has issued 
the following information concerning. the present situation of its districts under 
- Polish authority at the beginning of 1949; 


"As most of the German miners have rema.ned in this area, there are 
still 14,000 German Evangelicals there, In the areas of Schweidnitz, Hirschberg, 
Glatz and Landshut there are about 7,400 all told. In the rest of Silesia it is 
estimated that there are another 20,000. 


"A particular difficulty under which our Churches have lcng suffered 
is the fact that since the end of the war German children in the Waldenburg dis~ 
trict have been getting no schooling. Now and then, certainly, we hear talk of 
setting up a minority school, but nothing has come of this, 


"None the less, all these troubles are illuminated by the living life 
of the Church, In every one of the fourteen parishes of the district of Walden- 
burg the little nuclei of congregations have been meeting more and more regular- 
jy and faithfully, and visiting one another for their serviccs."' E.P.S. Geneva 
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Amsterdam Film 


The official film of the First Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches is now available. The film runs for 27 minutes and is obtainable in 
a sound edition, as well as in a silent version, For use with the Latter, 
commentary notes can be purchased, 


The film can be bought outright for £13 per sound copy and £8.10.- 
per silent copy, or it can be hired at 7s.6d.per night. Film-strips on this 
subject are also available, and can be bought at 7s.6d. per copy. 


Application in all cases should be made to Religious Film Ltd., 6 


Eaton Gate, London S.W.1. B.eP.Se Geneva 
INDONESIA Arrest of a Pastor 


On January 24, Pastor Iskandar, one of the leading pastors of the 
Church of Eastern Java, was arrested by the Dutch police in Soerabaja. 


Pastor Iskander has played a considerable role in the Christian 
community in Soerabaja, While he is an ardent nationalist, he took a stand 
against the use of force in solving political conflicts, His Church was 


attended by both Javanese Christians and Dutch soldiers, HeP.S. Geneva 
SOUTH AFRICA Appeal for the Elimination of Racial Tensions 


The Christian Council of South Africa adopted a resolution appealing 
to Christians of all races and denominations to work together for the elimina-~ 
tion of racial tensions, 


The resolution expressed "horror and dismay" over the recent riots | 
in Durban and offered "sincere sympathy to those of all races who have suffer- 
ed injury, bereavement, and loss in these disturbances", The resolution urged 
Christians, regardless of race or denomination, to work together for the 
elimination of "those conditions of mutual distrust and suspicion that can lead 
to such outbreaks of violent wickedness", 
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Meanwhile, the Rev. B.E.L. Sigamoney, leader of the Transvaal Indian 
organisation, sent telegrams to the Rt. Rev. Leonard N, Fisher, Anglican Bishop 
of Natal, the Rev. Howard Young, Superintendent of the Methodist Church, and 
the Most Rev. Denis E. Hurley, Roman Catholic Vicar Apostolic of Natal, asking 
then to help restore order in Durban. 


"On behalf of the Indians in the Transvaal", Sigamoney wrote, "I 
appeal to you kindly to ask the Christian Churches under young jurisdiction to 
preach peace, and to help restore good feelings that have existed since 1860." 


JAPAN New Monthly Magazine 


‘New Age" is the name of a new monthly magazine, published jointly by 
the United Church of Christ in Japan (Kyodan) and the Christian Literature 
Society of Japan, The monthly is aimed at the general public and seeks to 
arouse interest in "Christian truth and the Christian way of life", 


Among the articles in the first issue are one by Matsuoka Komakichi, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, entitled, "How I became a Christian", 


‘Also in the issue are reports on the ecumenical movement. H.P.S. Geneva 
CANADA A Mission to the Students 


A mission te the students of the University of Toronto, under the 
auspices of the Canadian Council of Churches, and with full cooperation of the 
authorities of the University, was held from January 16 - 23, 1949, The chief 
missioner, Bishop Stephen Neill, Associate General Secretary of the World 
Council of Churches, was assisted by twelve associate missioners, men and 
women, representing many different den minations and theological points of 
view. Large meetings were held each evening in the Convocation Hall, at which 
attendance grew from 1000 on the first night to nearly 2000 on the last, But 
these large meetings were not the most important feature of the mission. AlL 
the associate missioners were kept busy night and day in smaller meetings and 
discussion groups. The students manifested an earnest desire to ask questions, 
and an open-minded readiness to consider the answers. Almost every part of 
the life of the University was touched, and, as the mission progressed, the 
Christian faith became the main subject of discussion wherever students gather= 
ed together. 


Gareful plans have been made for the follow-up of the mission. It 
is believed that, in addition to the comparatively small number who have made 
definite decisions for Christ, there will be many who will wish to study the 
faith more deeply over a longer period of time. The mission surpassed the 
highest hopes and expectations of those who had planned it; it is believed by 
those who know the University best that it will have made a lasting impression 
on the present generation of students. i E.P.S. Geneva 


A World Day of Prayer 
"In this chill hour of the world's indecision, grant mankind the 


shining courage to follow the difficult rcad of the Mm of Galilee, the Christ 
of the Calvary - our Icrd!, These are the closing words cf a prayer to be 


No» 6 - February 11, 1949 -3- 41 


spoken by Christian women in the Fiji Islands as dawn heralds the arrival of 
March 4, 1949. 


On the same day, the words will be echoed by Christian women of 71 
countries in more than 60 languages, as they take part in the 62nd anniversary 
of the World Day of Prayer. The prayer's final "amen" will be spoken by 
Eskimos in the arctic wastelands and by Micronesians on their tropical islands 
in the southwest Pacific. 


The World Day of Prayer idea originated in 1887. Since 1942, it has 
been sponsored by the United Council of Church Women, in New York, The organ- 
isation represents 10,000,000 church women of 84 Protestant’ denominations. 


The World Day of Prayer will be marked by the hourly ringing of 
church bells. Hospitals will distribute copies of the prayer to their patients 
and theatres will project the prayer on the screen, Broadcasts over major net- 
works will urge support of the observance. . 


The Lord is Thy Keeper", selected by Chinese Christian Women, will 
serve as the theme. More than 1,500,000 copies of the prayer will be distribut— 
ed. The prayer will be translated into sixty languages. 


The Home Missions Council cf North America and the Foreign Missions 
Conference of North America will distribute the offerings for special projects 
in America and abroad. E.PS. Geneva 


International action for Refugees 


Representatives of 49 voluntary agencies working in cooperation with 
the International Refugee Organisation (IRC) in Geneva, urged that governments 
consider now the measures which will have to be taken for continued internation~ 
al action in the refugee field after mid-1950, when the mandate of IRO is 
scheduled to end, 


"Jt becomes clear that by July 1, 1950, the problem of displaced 
persons and refugees will not be solved'', the report of the representatives who 
met with IRO officials declared. “According to the best information and 
estimates now available there will be a substantial number cf displaced persons 
and refugees for whom some agencies must take responsibility... 


"Therefore the representatives meeting at Geneva should undertake 
immediately to concern themselves with bringing to the attention of member 
governments of IRO the necessity for some international action prior to the 
date on which IRO's activities are scheduled to cease", 


This action by the representatives followed an address by the Rev. 
Elfan Rees, director of the Refugee Division of the World Council of Churches, 
in which he served notice that the voluntary agencies "do not plan to shoulder 
total responsibility for the continuing refugee problem after 1950... 
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"We do not have, and we do not anticipate having, those resources in 
men and money, nor the official status which would enable us to inherit with 
equanimity the unfinished tasks of IRO", Mr. Rees said. "In the ultimate as in 
the beginning we are here for the refugee... So long as he exists with his 
problem unsolved, for just so long must there be an official agency of United 
Nations to help him...' 


The conference met in four sectionss resettlement, care and rehabi- 
litation, children and youth, and eligibility and protection. 


The section on resettlement expressed the view that the complete 

solution of the refugee problem is being made more difficult by "the discrimi- 
nation exercised by governments in the selection of refugees against nation- 
alities, religions and dependents incapable of self-support"., The section 
called upon IRO to continue its efforts to persuade governments to accept for 
resettlement a fair cross-section of all refugees. 


Religious agencies represented at the conference included the follow- 
ing; American Friends' Service Committee, American Joint Distribution Commit- 
tee, Church World Service, Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society, Jewish Agency for 
Palestine, Jewish Committee for Relief Abroad, Lutheran World Federation, 
National Catholic Welfare Conference, Vatican Migration Bureau, World Council 


of Churches, World Alliance of YMCAs and World's YWCA. E.P.S.Geneva 
GERMANY General Synod of the VELKD 


The General Synod of the United Evangelical Lutheran Churches in 
Germany (VELKD), which had to execute the constitution of the VELKD, assembled 
in Leipzig from January 25 - 28 30 synodals from the Western Zones and 58 
from the Eastern Zone. The Lutheran National Churches of Wirttemberg, Olden- 
burg and Liibeck, which have not joined the VELKD, had sent representatives as 
guests. 


The General Synod elected Bishop Meiser of Bavaria as thoir leading 
bish op and chairman of the church authorities. Bishop Hahn of Dresden and 
church councillor Herntrich of Hamburg were nominated as vice-chairmen. A lay- 
man, Dr PlUtz, was elected as president of the Synod. 


The General Synod furthermore unanimously agreed upon a common hymn 
book for the Lutheran Churches, They also conferred on the establishment of a 
catechism text valid for all member Churches, and a new order of pericope 4s 
well as problems of Christian education and maintenance of parental authority. 


With regard to the attitude of the Lutheran Church towards the World 
Council of Churches, it was on the one hand taken into consideration when 
discussing this question that the Lutheran Churches as members of the Evangelice- 
al Church of Germany (EKD), which is the legal successor of the DEK (German 
Evangelical Church), are already part of the World Council, furthermore on the 
other hand, that their confessional character as a Lutheran Church was not suf- 
fieiently elucidated by this, The General Synod therefore advised the member 
Churches of the VELKD.to submit a decision to the EKD in order to clarify the 
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character of their membership, which they would then forward to the World 
Council. This decision reads as follows; 


"The EKD has made clear that following its fundamental order, it is a 
union of Churches of definite confession. . Furthermore, at the Assembly of the 
World Council of Churches at Amsterdam the qualifications for membership of 
the World Council were determined. Therefore, the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of... (name of province) states with regard to its membership of the World 
Council the following; It is represented at th: World Council as a Church of 
Evangelical Lutheran confession, Their representatives who aré sent-to the 
World Gouncil are to be considered as Evangelical Lutheran, Within the limits 
of the competence of the EKD, this Church can be represented at the World Coun- 


cil through arrangement with the Council of the EKD." E.P.S.Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN ) How Many go to Church = And Why 


Public opinion polls recently undertaken by daily newspapers to 
ascertain what proportion of the population of Britain attends places of Christ- 
ian worship agree in the following estimates; regular churchgoers - between 15 
and 20 per cents occasional churchgoers - a further two-fifths; non-church- 
goers - the other two fifths. This conclusion is drawn by the report, publish- 
ed in "The British Weekly", of the Mass Information Organisation which collat- 
ed the results of the newspapers! inquiries and compared them with the findings 
of its own investigators, 


"411 those who said they went to church did so spontaneously", observes 
the Report, "and no prestige issue was therefore involved... More than twice 
as many people in our sample suggest religious conviction as a reason for church- 
going among other people as suggest it for a reason for their own." It states 
that the proportion of women to men is slightly higher among churchgoers than 
among the total population, The "faithful fifth" (regular churchgoers) is 
evenly distributed among the various groups in the community and it is suggest- 
ed that the attitudes and standards of such churchgoers are not very clearly 
distinguishable from those of others. 


The propertion of the population shown as ever going to church iss 
Church of England 60%, Free Churches 20%, Church of Scotland 10%, Roman Cathol- 
ics 10%. . Regular churchgoers; Free Church - twice as big a proportion as 
Anglicans; Roman Catholics = twice as big a proportion as the Free Churches. 
Attendance of womens Roman Catholics have largest preponderance, Free Churches 
the smallest. Free Churches and Roman Catholics draw their members more large- 
ly from the lower income groups than the Church of England. Proportion of 
members under 25 years of age - Roman Catholics have the biggest proportion, 


Free Churches the smallest. E.P.5S.Geneva 
CHINA Distribution of Bibles 


The American Bible Society announces that 2.932.682 Bibles, New 
Testaments and portions of the Bible were distributed in China in 1948, with 
the help of the American, British and Foreign, and Scottish Bible Societies, 

E.F.5S.Geneva 
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Meeting of the Executive Committee 


The Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches met at the 
Ecumenical Institute at Bossey, near Geneva, from February 8 to 103; it was pre- 
sided over by the Bishop of Chichester (see E.P.S. No. 3). Three of the six 
presidents of the World Council were present; Dr Marc Boegner, President of the 
French Protestant Federation, Archbishop Germanos, Exarch of the Ecumenical 
Patriarcate in Western fvrope, Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, of the Methodist Church 
in the United States, as well as nine members of the Executive Committee. 


This meeting, the first of the Executive Committee since the consti- 
tution of the World Council at Amsterdam, discussed the various aspects of the 
progranme of the World Council in the light of the decisions taken at Amsterdam, 
It dealt in particular with the important question of evangelism, the life and 
work of women in the Church, the cooperation of the laity. With a view to 
strengthening the bonds between the Council and the member Churches, various 
projects have been decided upon; Pastor Marc Boegner will go to South America, 
the bishop of Chichester to Australia and New zealand, President Martin Nientl- 
ler, head of the Foreign Office of the German Evangelical Church, will also go 
to Australia, and Dr Visser 't Hooft, General Secretary of the World Council, 
intends to visit the Far East, 


The Committee also discussed matters concerning the meeting of the 
Central Committee, composed of 90 members, which is to meet in Chichester next 
July. 


The Committee finally issued the following Message to the Churches 
which are members of the World Council; 


"In August 1948, at the Assembly of the World Council of Churches, its 
150 member Churches solemnly affirmed, in the light of the God-given mission of 
the Church to the world, the basic principles of human rights and religious 
freedom, The members of the Executive Committee of the World Council, meeting 
for the first time since the Assembly was held, find themselves greatly disturb- 
ed by the threats to man's rights and freedom which openly or covertly seem to 
be developing in almost every part of the world, 


"In numerous countries of Kurope and Asia, governments which claim to 
guarantee freedom of conscience and religion are in fact denying it. The free- 
dom of the Church to preach the Word of God to all men in all realms of life is 
restricted, Religious instruction of young people is hindered. Christian youth 
movements are prohibited, There is interference with the training of the clergy 
and the appointment of church leaders, Obstacles are put in the way of public 
evangelism and missionary work, Offices and members of the Churches have been 
arrested and imprisoned on an ever-increasing scale, In some areas, the 
Churches face the possibility of the complete disruption of their life as 
Churches and communities. We see in these measures a deliberate attempt to un- 
dermine the witness of the Churches by forcing them either to withdraw complete-= 
ly from public life, or to become the tools of a secular policy. 


"In some countries where the tradition of freedom is apparently main- 
tained, increasing government control over the action and thought of people, 
domination of public policy by military and strategic considerations, and the 
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infringement of the rights of religious minorities constitute an accumulating 
menace of which Christians seem to be as yet largely unaware, 


"In face of these dangers, we reaffirm the conviction of the Amster- 
dam Assembly 'that every person has the right to express his religious beliefs 
in worship, teaching and practice, and to proclaim the implications of his be- 
liefs for relationships in a social or political community', and that 'the 
nature and destiny of man by virtue of his creation, redemption and calling, and 
man's activities in family, state and culture establish limits beyond which the 
govermment cannot with impunity go', 


"Against tyranny, whether open or covert, and its inevitable conse- 
quence in barbarous acts which have outraged the conscience of mankind, sound 
world public opinion is a strong bulward, The defence of human rights and 
liberties must be regarded as a matter of international responsibility. The 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, if taken seriously by the nations and 
peoples of the world, may mark an important advance in that direction, 


"We recognise that Churches living under conditions where freedom as 
generally understood is jeopardised, are exposed to specially grave temptations. 
There is, for example, the temptation to defend the old political or social 
order, But the Church hears the word 'No man, having put his hand to the plough 
and looking back, is fit for the Kingdom of Godt, Our task is to proclaim the 
Gospel in the new situation, which, while bringing new difficulties, may, under 
God, also offer new opportunities, There is also the temptation to leave the 
world to its fate. But the Church dares not sink back into a self-contained 
existence, It is called to proclaim the Lordship of Christ in all realms of 
life and under all forms of government, 


"The challenge to certain Churches is a challenge to us all. The 
peril is a common peril. The Churches which suffer are assured at all times of 
the prayers of their fellow-Christians. But we see that the obligations of all 
Christians are in essence the same. It is our duty to build up the local 
Church in the fellowship of Christ, to develop personal witness to Him, to en- 
gage to the full in the service of mankind in its common problems and suffer- 
ings, The life of every individual Christian and of every Christian family 
must be so rooted in Christ that the faith lives on, even though the Church for 
a period be deprived of every earthly protection, broken into fragments and 
stripped of everything except its fellowship with its Lord. 


"The story of the conflit between the Church and the world is an old 
stody. The very first pages of Church history tell us how ‘the rulers were 
gathered together against the Lord and against His Christ', But they tell us 
also how God answered the prayer of the Apostles, That answer was that ‘with 
great power gave the Apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesuss 
and great grace was upon them all', We are assured that what was true in the 
days of the Apostles is true today." E.P.S. Geneva 
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Amsterdam and After 


At the Executive Committee meeting held at the Ecumenical Institute 
at Bossey, near Geneva (see E.P.S. No. 6) the General Secretary of the World 
Council, Dr Visser 't Hooft, presented a report from which we quote the follow- 
ing. 


Speaking of the repercussions of the Amsterdam Assembly, it is still 
too early, he said, to evaluate the full significance of the Assembly for the 
life of the Ghurches. "But we can without fear of being contradicted already 
affirm that no other ecumenical meeting has had such an intensive follow up in 
the life of the Church... We can say also that the desire underlying the forma- 
tion of a World Council of Churches, namely to make the Churches themselves 
aware of their responsibility for and participation in the ecumenical movement, 
has begun to be fulfilled", 


. The question which now arises is whether the World Council will be 
able to meet "the very real expectations" which have been created. "Can we, 
through our ordinary, ongoing work and without the help of a spectacular focus 
such as the Assembly, maintain this intensity of concern for the ecumenical 
cause? We will have to look at all our activities from that angle - so that we 
may not slip back into a situation in which ecumenical activity degenerates 
again into esoteric relationships among a small group of specialised church 
leaders and the grass-roots wither away", 


Discussing the "great misunderstandings" which have arisen as a re- 
sult of the Amsterdam Assembly, Dr Visser 't Hooft said that "it is perhaps a con- 
solation that the attacks from various sides contradict each other in such a way 
that they practically cancel each other... 


"Thus we have been told that Amsterdam has shown no interest at all in 
questions of Christian unity, and that Faith and Order have not had a real share 
in it, But we have also been told that the ‘advocates of one united Church are 
at the helm of the World Council and determined to use it as an instrument for 
promoting ecclesiastical union! and that Amsterdam represents a definite victory 
of Faith and Order over Life and Work. 
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"It has also been suggested that on political and social matters 
Amsterdam has been as vague as a papal encyclical. But large banking firms in 
the United States and Switzerland have found it necessary to circulate to their 
customers a detailed refutation of the 'dangerous socialistic theories! of the 
World Council, 


"Moreover, the assembly has in turn been described as being dominated by 
the americans, the Continentals, by the Orthodox and by the British, All this 
shows that an enormous amomnt of patient explanation will still be necessary be- 
fore the world at large will fully understand the nature of our unprecedented 
and complex undertaking", 


In the light of the decisions taken at Amsterdam the Committee en- 
dorsed plans for a Far East conference to be sponsored jointly with the Inter- 
national Missionary Council in order to bring the Younger Churches of the Far 
East closer together. The conference will probably take place in January, 1950, 
possibly in the Philippines or in Siam. 


The Committee has selected "Church Action in International Affairs" 
as one of two main issues to be studied by the World Council's Central Committee 
meeting in Chichester next summer, the other theme being 'What the Churches 
expect from the World Council", 


The Executive Committee confirmed the appointement of a former 
missionary leader whose nane will be announced later as the World Councils se- 
cretary for evangelism. He will begin work on July lst. 


As to the question of the place and work of women in the Church, a 
group of 10 persons, mostly women, will meet in July in order to advise the 
Central Comnittee on the proposed creation of a Gommission on Women's Work in 
the Church, 


Regional conferences will be held, pessibly in Britain, the United 
States and one or more places in Europe about 1951 as a means of enlising the 
laity for the witnessing task of the Church in all areas of life. 


The setting up of a new department of ecumenical information was 
postponed until next summer's meeting of the Central Committee. The gpointment of 
Mr, Bernard Causton as a new publicity secretary under the World Council's 
general secretariat with special reference to the secular press was confirmed. 
The Ecumenical Press Service will ccntinue as previously, and a publicity secre— 
tary also will be named for the World Council's Department of Reconstruction, 

E.P.S. Geneva 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA Brethren Church on the Christian Mission 
2 adnan enna ome es MLS SLON 


The Evangelical Church of Czech Brethren (Presbyterian) recently 
celebrated the 30th anniversary of its existence. It came into being in December 
1918 as the Reformed and Lutheran branch of Czech Protestants united on the 
ancient basis of the Gzech Brethren Reformation, Several important statements 
were made on this occasion, The following quotation istaken from an address 
delivered by Dr Antonin Bohac, the lay head of this Church; 
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"The Church refused to claim for itself by any means political power 
to enforce the application of Christian principles or its own church 
interests in the world... The Church also avoided another extreme; namely, the 
joining or identifying itself with any political party or dominant movement in 
order to try and gain influence in public affairs. 


"The Kingdom of God is a spiritual power, independent of social situa- 
tions, and the Christian Church has to convince the contemporary human society 
of this power in a free way, and independent of a11 contemporary movements, 

The Church cannot and must not identify itself with any kind of power, even if 
this power would promise the greatest assistance in carrying out Christian 
principles in the world. This temptation has very often closely beset the 
Christian Church in its history. The Church very often succumbed te it and 
grasped hold of the means of power. The goal was never thereby attained, but 
on the contrary became sill more remote. 


"The task of the Church is different, today as at any other time, but 
especially in these critical times of national history. The Church has to hold 
up before the people the real content of the Christian message, It has to point 
towards the spiritual basis of all existence, towards the Living God and from 
this standpoint to enhance the very essence cf humanity, to show that this true 
uncorrupted humanity was fulfilled in the life and in the sacrifice of Jesus 
Christ. It has to carry His message of the Divine Kingdom as the highest norn . 
which culminates in truth, justice, love and mercy, because according to its 
standards everybody will be estimated, both from those in the lowest to those in 
the highest places, It is thus that we intend to grasp and to understand the 
mission of our Church in the present time and in the times to come!!” EPS.Geneva 


P.LES TINE Church Properties 


In an unofficial summary of developments bearing on Church properties 
in Palestine, the Commission of the Churches for International affeirs (C.C.I.4.) 
called attention to a communication addressed by the Government of Israel to 
various member governments of the United Naticns and to a number of church lead- 
ers. The important paragraph in the communication states; 


"One matter under discussion with certain church authorities concerns 
propertics which were formerly requisiticned by the british military forces and 
are now in the occupation of the Israeli Army. It has been made clear that 
these properties will be returned to their rightful owners as soon as the 
military situation makes it possible for them to be derequisitioned, There is 
not, and there never has been, the slightest intention to expropriate church 
properties!!, 


The Churches whose interests in Palestine are involved will welccme 
the commitment to return church properties, They may be disposed to test the 
integrity of the new Israeli government by the fidelity and promptness with 
which its pledge is honored, 


The C,.C.I.u. summary also quoted the following pertinent paragraphs 
in the United Nations Palestine Conciliaticn Plan, which was adopted by the 
General Assembly at Paris; 
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The General Assembly... 


"7, Resolves that holy places, including Nazareth, religious build- 
ings and sites in Palestine should be protected and free access to them assured 
that arrangements to this end should be under effective United Nations super- 
vision; that the United Nations Conciliation Commission, in presenting to the 
fourth regular session of the General Assembly its detailed proposal for a per- 
manent international regime for the territory of Jerusalem, should include re- 
commendations concerning holy places in that territory; that with regard to 
holy places in the rest of Palestine, the Commission should call upon political 
authorities of the areas concerned to give appropriate formal guarantees that 
these undertakings should be presented to the General Assembly for approval, 


"8, Resolves that in view of its association with three world religions, 
the Jerusalem area, including the present municipality of Jerusalem, plus sur- 
rounding villagea and towns, most eastern of which shall be Abu Dis, most south- 
ern Bethlehem, most western Ein Karim (including also the built-up area of 
Metsa) and most northern, Shufat, should be accorded special and separate treat- 
ment from the rest of Palestine and should be placed under effective United 
Nations control, 


"12. Authorises the Conciliation Commission to appoint such subsidiary 
bodies and to employ such technical experts acting under its authority as it may 
find necessary for effective discharge of its functions and responsibilities 


under the present resolution," E.P.S. Geneva 
CHINA Christian Service in Industrial Relations 


A series of seminaricsfor labour leaders and others concerned with 
industrial relations have been held in Shanghai under the auspices of the Nation- 
al Christian Council of China. 


According to Dr Henry D. Jones, secretary of the National Christian 
Council's committee on Christian Service in Industrial Relations, the seminars 
marked the first effort of a Christian educational institution in China to give 
labour and management an opportunity to talk over their problems under expert 
guidance, 


Organised labour in China, Dr Jones said, presents "a tremendous 
challenge and opportunity to the Christian Church’, There are now 5 million 
workers in China's labour unions, representing "a fertile ficld for the Churcht', 

E.RS, Geneva 


FRANCE Lenten Sermons 


Pastor Marc Boegner will this year deliver his nineteenth series of 
Lenten sermons in the church of Passy, Paris. They will be retransmitted by 
the French wireless. 


Their theme will be "At the Heart of Christian Reality", They are to 
begin on Fridaym Narch 4, at 6.10 p.m., and will be continued each Friday until 
April 8. The Good Friday service will be broadcast at the same time. 

E.P.S.Geneva 
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AUSTRIA General Synod of the fivangelical Church 


The General Synod of the Evangelical Church of the Augsburgian and 
Helvetic Confession in Austria, ise. the joint Synod of both the Lutheran and 
the Reformed Churches, met in Vienna from January 18 to 27, and was attended in 
all by some 50 pastors and laymen, In addition to discussing the more distant 
future of Austrian Protestantism, the Synod gave particular attention to de- 
liberations and decisions regarding the new ecclesiastical constitution. 


By way of introduction, reports were presented on the general life 
of the Church, youth and relief work, refugee welfare and the Church's projects 
and achievements over the past year, These reports and the lively comments 
which followed clearly indicated the limitations of supra-parochial church work, 


Accordingly, the articles of the new constitution, which were brought 
up for consideration in plenary session, contain the following provisions 


"The increased degree of independence and responsibility which is 
being accorded to members of the two Evangelical confessions for the formation 
of their church life (not, however, financially speaking) shall not prejudice, 
but rather encourage and fructify the cooperation and harmony of Austrian Pro- 
testants, which is being maintained under such difficult circumstances and such 
continual trials", 


When this constitution, which was adopted unanimously, has been drawn 
up in its final form, it will take effect from the time of its publication in 
the official organ of the Church. E.P.S.Geneva 


GERMANY The Confessional Problem Today 


The Moderamen (Council of Moderators) of the Reformed Federation for 
Germany at its meeting in Detmold from February 2-4 passed a resolution on "the 
Confessional Problem Today", 


In this declaration it is stated that the Bethel meeting of the 
Synod of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) - see E.P,S. No. 3) showed 
plainly that "the EXD is more and more being dominated by one particular con- 
fessional outlook", 


The temptation to set over against the United Evangelical Lutheran 
Churches in Germany (VELKD), which was constituted in January in Leipzig (see 
E.P.S. No. 6), "a corresponding Reformed church organisation" is combated by 
the Moderamen with "the conviction that such a solution promises no good", 


The Church is not to be built up on a foundation of inherited con- 
fessions. It is not based on historical resolutions taken by men, of however 
tremendous a value, The confession demonstrates, with the words of the Fathers, 
how the Scriptures are to be understood, and how far the confession is really 
to be accepted at the present day depends on how far it accords with the Script 
ures. Only the Scriptures can occasion a change in the confessional position 
of the Church. 
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This pronouncement by the Moderamen concludes with a plea that "con- 
gregations may, in accordance with these tenets, take their confession with 
real seriousness, in order that false decisions in this realm may be prevented 
or remedied, and witness be borne throughout the EKD to Jesus Christ alonel, 
as "the one Word of God, to which we must hearken, trust and obey, in life and 


in death", E.P.S.Geneva 
UNITED STATES - Amplganation of Reformed and United Presbyterian 


Churches Envisaged 


Negotiations are in progress regarding possibilities of closer fusion 
between the Reformed Church in America and the United Presbyterian Church, 
Special committees were appointed some time ago by both Churches with a view to 
settling the necessary conditions for such fusion, After a lengthy period of 
preliminary work on both sides, these committees met for discussion on January 
24 in Kalamazoo, Michigan, As a result, a revised plan has been drawn up, on 
which members of the Reformed and Presbyterian Churches are to give their views. 


The two Churches will be holding their National Assemblies from May 
20 to 25, simultaneously, in Buck Hill Falls, Pennsylvania. Comments from 
members should therefore be ready by this date, The National Assemblies will 
then decide whether the plan for their amalgamation is fundamentally workable, 
Before it is finally put into effect, however, the congregations of the two 
Churches will be consulted once more, According to statements by the presidents 
of the governing bodies, Dr R. Gibson (Presbyterian) and Dr Luman Shafer (Re- 
formed), this will entail only small modifications. 


The body which will emerge as a result of this fusion is to receive 
the name "United Presbyterian Reformed Church", Its total membership will 
number 400,000, at present divided more or less equally between the Presbyterian 


and Reformed Churches. E.P.S.Geneva 
BULGARIA The Case of the Fifteen Bulgarian Pastors 


Fifteen Bulgarian Evangelical pastors were indicted by the Bulgarian 
Government on February 10 on charges of "treason, espionage, currency dealings 
and contacts with organs of foreign, military and economic intelligence and re- 
presentatives of international reaction", according to communications received 
through various press agencies, Those indicted include Vassil Ziapkoff, forer- 
ly representative of the Evangelical Churches to the Bulgarian Government and 
governmental delegate to the Peace Conference in Paris en 1946, the editor of the 
Evangelical publication "Zornitsa", and other leading pastors of the Methodist, 
Baptist, Congregational and Pentecostal Churches, 


A release quoted as coming from the Ministry cof Foreign Affairs 
(and Gults) states that the pastors were arrested in December; however, one 
news agency mentions that some pastors were apprehended in May and July. 
According to reports of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the religious activity 
of the pastors has no bearing on the charges, but rather their attempts to 
secure foreign intervention in the internal political affairs of Bulgaria through 
foreign diplomatic and other officials, for which the pastors were remunerated 
with thousands of dollars, subsequently used in black~market operations, The 
pastors are said to have confessed their guilt of contacting foreigners in 
written statements, 
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Early Bulgarian sources, listed the names of three church leaders, 
Dr J, Hutchison Cockburn, Bishop Paul Garber and the Rev. Robert Tobias, along 
with 10 others as "foreign visitors to Bulgaria since 1945", Subsequently, 
news agencies reported that these names were listed in the indictment. An 
official communiqué received by E.P.S. from the Bulgarian legation in Berne 
does not mention the names at all, 


The Very Rev. Dr J. Hutchison Cockburn, former Director of the De- 
partment of Reconstruction and Inter Church Aid of the World Council of Churches, 
visited Bulgaria in October 1947, the Rev. Tobias in September 1946, and Bishop 
Garber, Methodist Bishop for the Geneva area, in November 1947. : 


An official of the Reconstruction Department pointed out that Dr 

Cockburn and Mr, Tobias went to Bulgaria solely to assist the Evangelical and. 
Orthodox Churches of Bulgaria in relief and reconstruction work following the 
devastation of war, He pointed out that all conversations with church and 
Governmental leaders were perfectly open and above board, and that Minister 
Tlieff, on behalf of the Ministry of Foreign Aifairs (and Cults) and on behalf 
of the Bulgarian Government expressed appreciation for the interest of Christ- 
ians and Churches of other countries in Bulgaria, and offered the cooperation 
of the Government in receiving foods, clothing, shoes, blankets, beds, medicines 
and aid to the Churches in forms of candles, books, Bibles, paper and funds for 
rebuilding. All transmissions of these gifts have been through regular Govern- 
mental, banking and shipping channels. Any aid sent through the Department of 
Reconstruction has been turned over to the Churches with "no strings attached" 
for free use of the Churches in their relief and reconstruction work, "It is 

_ unthinkable that this work of mercy could be misinterpreted as in any way re- 

@ lated to gnything but the needs and welfare of the Bulgarian people", 


Following closely on the release of an 18 page indictment of the 15 
leading pastors, Minister Ilieff has announced that negotiations are under way 
with "loyal Protestant ministers to establish a new loyal council for the 
union of Evangelical Churches." Mrs. Ziapkoff, wife of the leading pastor in 
prison and former secretary of the Union, is named as"one of the actives ones 
in the formation of the new council,’ 


Trial of the pastors is to begin at the end of this month, 


E.P,.SeGeneva 
PUERTO RICO Fiftieth anniversary of Protestant Mission Work 


Some 200 church officials representing seven major denominations 
from the United States will take part in a three-day celebration commemorating 
the fiftieth anniversary of -Protestant mission work in Puerto Rico, 


The celebration will be held in San Juan, March 11 to 13, Several 
mass meetings featuring missionary leaders from the United States and Puerto 
Rico, climaxed by a public parade through San Juan, will be included in the 
anniversary programme, E.P.S,Geneva 


Noe 7 - February 18, 1949 rhe 53 


GERMANY The German Evangelical Churches and the World 


Council of Churches 


The Evangelical Press Service, published at Bethel, Bielefeld, gives 
an account in its issue of February 9 of an interview with Oberlandeskirchenrat 
Brunotte, at the conclusion of the meeting held in Leipzig by the General Synod 
of the United Evangelical Lutheran Churches of Germany (VELKD) - see E.P.S. No. 
6. Dr Brunotte explained the significance of this meeting, and answered several 
questions, of which the following have a special bearing on the World Council 
of Churches, 


Questions When the Synod of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) 
met at Bethel, one important matter discussed was that of relations with the 
World Council of Churches and the form these were to take, The General Synod 
of the VELKD in Leipzig, as we know, passed a resolution concerning this problem, 
Can you tell us anything about this? 


Answers As a matter of fact, that is rather a difficult subject. 
If we are to understand it properly, it must be borne in mind that the EKD is 
not, despite the maintenance of ecclesiastical fellowship among its member 
churches, a single Church, but a federation of Churches confessionally quite 
distinct from one another, whose largest group, the German Lutherans, must, of 
course, carry out their cooperation with the World Council in accordance with 
very definite conditions by reason of their confession. As the World Council's 
constitution only admits genuine Churches to membership, and the EKD is not in 
this sense of the word a Church, only its individual member Churches can, strict- 
ly, be taken to be members of the World Council. On this issue the General 
' Synod of Leipzig, on behalf of the Lutheran branch of the EKD, stood quite firm. 
The individual member Churches regard themselves as belonging, within the World 
Council, to the Lutheran branch, and value, therefore, the designation of their 
delegates to ecumenical gatherings as "Lutheran", None the less, the German 
Lutherans organised in the VELKD are not taking up a position outside the EKD 
in their ecumenical work as far as the World Council of Churches is concerned, 
The General Synod in Leipzig has worked out a reasonable solution by which, al- 
though specifically Lutheran interests are fully taken care of, centralised re- 
presentation of all Evangelical Christians in Germany on the World Council is 
guaranteed, Article 3 of the Leipzig resolution states that the individual 
member Churches of the VELKD shall authorise the Council of the EKD (in practice 
the Church Office for Foreign Affairs) to arrange for their representation on 
the World Council, under the powers delegated to it by its constitution, A cen~ 
tralised overall representation of the EKD on the World Council is thus possible 
in spite of the federal character of the EKD. In view of the carefully balanced 
composition of the Council of EKD, it should not be difficult to give considera- 
tion right away to this question of confessional bases. 


Q: In this way perhaps certain tensions which manifested themselves 
at Bethel might be eliminated? 


Ay That may confidently be expected. The VELKD has a very positive 
relationship to the EKD, as was, indeed, demonstrated once again in Leipzig. 
It is further emphasised by the readiness of the General Synod to set up the 
"Lutheran Church Office", its highest administrative body, in the same place ag 
the Chancellery of the EKD is to be established. E.P.S.Geneva 
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SOUTH AFRICA The Christian Council and the Government 


The Christian Council of South Africa announces that, after repeated 
approaches (see E.P.S. No. 46, 1948), the Prime Minister has declined to receive 
a deputation from certain Churches and Missions associated with the Christian 
Council, who sought to present to the Prime Minister their views on the Govern= 
ment's “ion-European policies (ise. the segregation of races) in the light of 
the Christian teaching, 


The following personalities had been proposed as mombers of the de- 
putations the Archbishop of Cape Town, representing the Church of the Province 
of South Africa; the President of the Methodist Church of South Africa, the 
Deputy of the Congregational Union of South Africas the Deputy of the Baptist 
Union of South africa and the South African Baptist Missionary Society; the 
General Secretary of the Presbyterian Church of South Africa; a representative 
of the Swiss Mission in South Africa; the Deputy of the Swedish Mission in 
South africa; the Deputy of the american Board of Mission in South africa; 
the Vi.cc-President of the Christian Council of Soth Africas possibly a Bishop 
of the Roman Catholic Church in South Africa, 


After having submitted this list to the Prime Minister, ©°sampanied 
by the wording and contents of the resolutions adopted by the Christian Covncil, 
the Prime Minister's Secretary answered - the Council on January 31, 1949, 


saying: 


"The Prime Minister considers the views expressed in these resolttions 
and the terms in which they are couched, as extremely one-sided and exaggerated. 
Besides, apart from their present political. intent they obviously, though im- 
pliedly, stigmatise the existing as well as the traditional policy of the coun- 
try as unjust, anti-Christian and immoral, 


: "As far as the reference to the alleged demands of Scripture and 
Christianity is concerned, the Prime Minister disagrees with the interpretation 
in terms of political theory and practice, contained in these resolutions, and 
finds himself unable to agree that such interpretation ever can be the monopoly 
of any particular person or Church or group of Churches, 


\ 
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"In these circumstances the Prime Minister cannot regard the inter- 
view you desire otherwise than as an opportunity to lodge a protest, and not 
for the purpose of discussion or enlightenment. As the views your proposed 
deputation obviously holds are already sufficiently and capably represented in 
the field of party-political discussion and further with a view to the Prime 
Minister's recent renewed attempt to have the Native question dealt with on a 
non=party basis, he does not think that the proposed interview can serve any 


useful purpose", EoP.o. Geneva 
CHINA Christians in Communist-held Manchuria 


In an interview given to "Religious News Service't (New York) a 
Chinese churchman in Shanghai gave a general picture of the conditions under 
which Christians are living and working in Communist=held Manchuria, 


"The morale of Christians in Manchuria is high", he said. “Churches 
are crowded as never before. On the other hand, there are indications, in some 
places at least, that organised worship will have to cease. 


"Communists regard churches as public buildings andhold all kinds of 
meetings in them. In some places, there has been no interference with church 
services, but in others, public meetings have been scheduled at the exact hour 
set for worship and church people have had to yield. 


"Pastors are forbidden to raise funds for the support of the Church, 
So far, no attempts to take over church properties have been reported. 


"Mission schools have not been interrupted but they have been for- 
bidden to accept fees from students, Similarly, Christian hospitals have been 
asked to carry on but are not allowed to accept payment for their services. 
Relief work hy the Churches has been frowned on, apparently because the Ccmmun- 
ists see it as a means to curry favour with the poor. 


"Gan the Church survive under these conditions? From the mass of re- 
ports, these general answers emerges only those Churches will survive which 
have determined leaders, unafraid to negotiate and wrest concessions from 
Communist authorities. 


"Communist authorities are definitely more friendly to Chinese church=- 
men than to foreigners, so the Chinese must carry an increasing share of the 
organisationval responsibility. 


"The Church must expand its social programme and find trained person- 
nel to carry it on = social workers, doctors and others with definite technical 
skills which the Communist can appreciate. Pastors must serve without pay." 


On the whole all the reports arriving in Shanghai emphasise that 
present conditions are a crucial test and whatever situations may arise, "the 
Church must not retreat", E.P.S; Geneva 
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Church World Service in 1948 


During 1948, the American Protestant and Eastern Orthodox Churches 
achieved, for the third consecutive year, an outstanding record in the field of 
overseas relief and reconstruction, sending through Church World Service more 
than $16,000,000 in funds and relief supplies to aid in rebuilding the physical 
and spiritual structure in many impoverished lands, 


The total figure for 1948 surpassed that of 1947 by more than one 
million dollars, Altogether, since Church World Service was formed in 1946, 
about $40,000,000 in funds and supplies have been channelled overseas through it. 


The aid, consisting of food, clothing, medicines, religious literature, 
prefabricated churches and other goods, as well as funds to aid church institu- 
tions, pastors, students and refugees, went to more than 40 countries in Europe, 
Asia and Africa, Besides this, 1250 Displaced Persons were assisted during 
1948 by Church World Service in coming iv the United States for resettlement, 
and about 40 theological students were aided in coming to America for seminary 


study. 


Aid was also given to millions of refugees in all parts of the world, 
including those caught in the midst of the Palestinian conflict, those in Korea, 
in India and Pakistan, in China, and the hundreds of thousands of other home- 
less and destitude people in Europe who are not classed as Displaced Persons. 
Warm clothing, powdered milk and other foods, and needed medicines and drugs, 
were distributed to many of these refugees, regardless of their race, religion, 
or political beliefs, 


An attempt has been made to help people most in need, and also to en- 
batradge the idea of "self-help". This latter is shown by the trading projects 
in several places. In the DP camps, for example, many were taught skills that 
will assist then in making adjustments wherever they resettle. Similar projects 
are supported in Pakistan where thousands of Christian natives are without jobs 
because of the mass migration there of a year agoz; in China where agricultural 
rehabilitation has been of importance in the flood areas. 


Another phase of the reconstruction programme was that of helping re- 
build churches, especially in Germany, austria, and Japan, In the former two, 
local congregations were helped in financing the rebuilding of their churches, 
in many cases rubble and salvaged material being used. Sixty-seven prefabricat- 
ed church buildings, mission schools and pastors! homes were shipped to Japan. 


Religious literature, including theological librarics for pastors 
and seminaries, hymn books for churches in Japan and Okinawa, and thousands of 
other books and periodicals were sent to various countries, In several coun- 
tries pastors' rest homes were set up, youth camps were sponsored, and students 


were assisted with food and clothing. EeP.S. Geneva 
AUSTRIA Distribution of Bibles 


The United Bible Societies report that the British and Foreign Bible 
Society has distributed nearly 47,000 copies of the Scriptures in 1948 as against 
only 40,000 in the previous year, The sum given by the Austrien Bible Ccmmittee 
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for Bible work exceeded by 7,000 shillings the amount originally promised for 
this work, thus making it possible for the agent to make a wider distribution, 


Be .SeGeneva 
SCOTLAND Part of the Bible Printed in Tamahaq 


. The first part cf the Bible to be printed in Tamahaq, a language 
spoken by the veiled Tuaregs of the Sahara Desert, has now been published by 
the National Bible Society of Scotland. It is the Book of Ruth, chosen because 
most of the scholarly work among the Tuaregs is done by women missionaries for 
womenfolk for whom the story cf Ruth should have a special appeal, EPS. Geneva 
UNITED STATES Towards the Merger of the Congregational Christian 

Churches with the Evangelical & Reformed Church 


The General Council cf the Congregational Christian Churches has 
taken a final vcte on the question of reunion with the Evangelical and Reformed 
Church, at its special session held in Cleveland at the beginning of February. 


The recommendations favouring the merger presented by the denomina- 
tion's Commission on Inter-Church Relations and Christian Unity held: 


"That the percentage of Congregational Christian Churches approving 
the basis of union is sufficient to werrant consummation of the merger; 

"That consummation be contingent upon the approval of the General 
Synod of the Evangelical and Reformed Church ‘in order that both parties may 
be united in their understanding and acceptance’ of the union; 

"That the General Council instruct its executive committee to assign 
quotas to the several Conferences which will make it possible to assign 300 
delegates to the first conference of the General Synod of the new united Church", 


As to the Evangelical and Reformed Church, a special session of its 
General Synod will be held at Cleveland on april 20-21, to vote on the proposed 


merger with the Congregational Christian Churches. E,P.S. Geneva 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA Growing Number of Lutheran Theological 
Students 


The Slovakian Lutheran magazine "Cirkevne Listy" publishes a report 
on the activity of the Slovakian Evangelical Theological Faculty at Bratislava 
en 1948. Three new lecturers were appointed. The number of theological students 
is growing. There is hope that in a few years the present shortage of pastors 
will be overcome. The need for more pastors in this Church has become more 
urgent especially because about 30,000 fresh Protestant immigrants fron Bulgaria, 


Roumania and Hungary have settled in Slovakia. E-P.S. Geneva 
CHINA The Gospel in Prison 


In the summer of 1948 a communication from the International Mission= 
ary Council requested the National Christian Council of China to investigate 
"the plight of Japanese imprisoned in China for war crimes, or being held as 
suspects for trial". 
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In fact, 346 men were detained in a camp at Kiangwan, Shanghai, all 
but ten adjudged as war criminals. The commander cf the camp urged that re- 
ligious services should be held weekly and with speakers to share ideas to 
broaden the horizon of the prisoners. 


The Christian forces in Shanghai respcnded, They take turns to have 
afternocn vesper services, music, Scripture, preaching. A fcrmer student in 
Japan preaches in Japanese; at other times the preaching is in inglish and 
translated into Japanese. 261 men in the prisen asked the China Bible House 
for New Testaments. The Christian Literature Society placed a hundred bcoks 
in the Library. 


There in the cells a wonderful transfcormaticn is taking place, Letters 
from the prisoners to the pasters and Churches show what is felt, "It is the 
Way cf Christ which has given life to suffering souls", writes one, At the end 
of his letter, another wrote the lord's Prayer and said that day and night he 
was reading the Scripture and offering prayer from the depth of his heart, 


At the end of a Sunday afternoon service the preacher asked: "How 
many of you want to be Christians?" Immediately a hundred hands were raised. 
Earnest requests for baptism have been coming in from the prisoners, Finally 
27 candidates stood before the baptismal font in the prison on January 25, 1949. 
All of them made their confession cf faith in Jesus Christ as Saviour. (n 
January 29, these men embarked on a Navy transport to be returned to Japan, 
with their baptismal certificates among their. prized papers. E.P.S.Geneva 


BULG.uwR La Church Bill Introduced 


The Bulgarian Foreign Minister, Mr. W. Kolarof, on February 17 in- 
troduced a Bill te defend the "canonical purity of the Bulgarian Churches", 


In the preamble it is stated that "Bulgarian citizens are already 
assured of liberty of belief and of conscience", but that the new law is "to 
ensure the full independence cf the Churches in bulgaria", The law ferbids 
"ail Churches and sects having their headquarters in other countries to maintain 
branches in bulgaria", iWhere such religious communities already exist in Bus- 
garia, "these shall close dewn four weeks after the Bill shall become law and 
their property shall, with due compensation, revert to the State", 


Should a pastor cf any Church wish "to continue cancnical relations 
with ecclesiastical institutions abroad, or to receive assistance from them or 
from other scurces outside bulgaria, he must "obtain the previous permission 
of the Bulgarian Ministry of Foreign .ffairs", 


Church offices may cnly be borne by such citizens as "have not fore 
feited their civic rights", and have thus "proved trustworthy", lthough the 
Church in bulgaria is disestablished, it is nevertheless "to be acecrded State 
assistance where necessary". 


The Orthodox Church , to which the majority of Bulgarians belong, 
will be known as "the traditicnal Church of the bulgarian nation, since it is 
in its whole structure and spirit a democratic national Church", iPS, Geneva 
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BULGaR LA : The Case of the Protestant Pastors 


According to a Reuter report from Sofia, Pastor Vassil Ziapkoff, head 
of the Congri:gational. Church "has confessed that he has given information to 
Englishmen and Americans", Among these latter appears the name of Mr, Robert 
Tobias, of the Reconstruction Department of the World Council of Churches in 
Geneva, The Reuter report states that Mr. Ziapkoff had talks with the Rev. 
Tobias, "when he received instructions in connection with activities in Bulgaria", 


It is certainly true that during his visit to Bulgaria Mr, Tobias had 
talks with Mr, Ziapkoff. But those talks were wholly devoted to the considera- 
tion of problems of relief and reconstruction, Mr. Tobias represented the Re- 
construction Department of the World Council. which has no other aim but to help 
Orthodox and Protestant Churches in need of help and which has no political 
affiliations of any kind. Moreover, Mr. Tobias discussed the nature and purpose 
of his mission with several prominent members of the Bulgarian Government. The 
only "instructions" given to Mr. Ziapkoff were to provide the Reconstruction 
Department with the necessary data concerning the needs of the Churches in 
Bulgaria, It is therefore quite clear that the "confession" which Mr. Ziapkoff 
made on this point concerns activities which in the eyes of a truly democratic 
government are worthy of praise rather than blame. 


The same applies to the "confession" of the Rev. Georgi Chernev who 
is reported to have mentioned the name cf Dr J. Hutchison Cockburn. During his 
visit to Bulgaria as head of the Reconstruction Department Dr Cockburn devoted 
himself exclusively to matters of church-aid and had a long conversation with 
the Minister of Cults, Mr, Ilieff, about the best ways and means to assist the 
Orthodox and Protestant Churches in Bulgaria. E.F.o,Geneva 


Roman Catholic Views on Amsterdam 


The Centre Protestant d'Etudes et de Documentation in Paris in its 
bulletin of February 19, 1949 published an account of a lecture given at a 
private meeting by Father Rouquette, S.J. on the work of the Amsterdam assembly. 
(The complete text will be printed in "Etudes"). 


After dwelling on some of the difficulties facing a Roman Catholic 
who wishes to come tc a definite conclusion about amsterdan, Fr. Rouquette em- 
phasised that a powerful dynamism was today activating the ecumenical movement. 
The really new thing about Amsterdam had been the fact that the Churches as 
such officially tock part, 


Recent conversations with representatives of the World Council in 
Geneva had led Fr. Rouquette to modify !is position. He regarded the theologic- 
al basis proposed — recognition of Jesus Christ as "God and Saviour" - as being, 
in spite of criticism from various quarters, a decision of the first importance, 


As to the dialectical method adopted, Commission I had confined it- 
self in its report tc distinguishing the two outward tendencies, firstly the 
horizontal or Catholic conception, the Church as a prolongation in time of the 
reality of the Incarnation, and secondly the vertical or Protestant conception 
(emphasis on "the initiative cf the Word of God and the response of faith.'Red.) 
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To start with, Catholics had been very disappointed, and there had 
been talk of a regression, of a return to the "branch!" theory and so forth. 
Fr. Rouquette, however, 2ppeared convinced that 2 most important step forward 
had been taken. There was a possibility of more than one road's opening up to- 
wards a rapprochement - the search for basic points, the serach for a doctrinal 
compromise, the primary importance accorded to practical action (if agnosticism 
was here involved, it would be unacceptable, but a pedagogical attitude would 
be both wise and serviceable). 


The dialectical method followed at Amsterdam represented an undoubt- 
ed step forward on each of these three paths, keeping the Churches in a state 
of tension between dogmatic structures whose effect might well be a renewal of 
vitality; cf. the attitude of the children cf Israel in their tension between 
the need to fulfil the law and the sorrow of their powerlessness to do so, 


_ Father Maurice Villain, of the "Istina" Catholic study centre in 
Paris, sets forth "a Roman Catholic's point of view" in an article in the review 
"Verbum Caro"of Neuch8tel, Switzerland, in its issue of December 1948. In con- 
clusion, he states his conviction that "Rome's absence from the Amsterdam 
Assembly still entails a presence, and, beyond all doubt, aprayer. If Amster- 
dam faced Catholics with a vast question-mark on what, in the light of the 
Spirit, they should reflect, it is in that same light that we venture to invite 
you, our Protestant brethren, to think over Rome's refusal to join... What is 
clear to us is dark to you, and vice versa, On both sides there is mystery and 
there is suffering". 


Though the importance of the great ecumenical gatherings must not 
be underestimated, it should still be recognised that "the most effective work 
will always be achieved in more intimate encounters, in an atmosphere cf re- 
treat and devotion and by the use of a serious method. Encounters of this kind 
do not, as far as we know, come under the interdict of the Vatican's Mcnitum", 


EeP.S.Geneva 
FRaNCE Orthodox Course on Ecumenism 


A course on church unity and ecumenism, planned by the Board after 
the Amsterdam Assembly, has just begun at the French Orthodox Institute cf St. 
Denis, The first lecture, presenting the Orthodox viewpoint of the Constanti- 
nople and the Moscow Patriarchates, was given by the Rector, Father Eugraph 
Kovalevsky, before an audience which included a number of representatives of 
the various confessions. Future lectures will be given by Protestant and 
Catholic theologians on the positions cf their respective Churches, 

E.P.5 Geneva 


INDONESIA Pastor Iskandar Released 
We are informed that Pastor Iskandar, who was recently arrested in 


Surabaya (see E.P.S. No. 6), has now been released by the Netherlands authorities 
in Indonesia, E.P.S.Geneva 


s 


No. 8 - February 25, 1949 ae «FA 61 


GERMANY Views from the Eastern Zone 


"Men in the Eastern Zone who belong to the Evangelical Church betray 
in their faces and their bearing what a crisis is upon then, involving the 
ultimate problems of Christian existence", 


This comment by an observer in the report published on work among 
men organised by an Evangelical Land Church in the Soviet-occupied Zone of 
Germany is followeiby this reasoned exposition of the situations 


"The separation of Church and State, the removal of religious instruc- 
tion from school time-tables and so on do not constitute either persecution or 
martyrdom of Christians. Technically everything is as it should be. The Word 
of God may be preached with complete freedom to all those who wish to hear it. 
Sermons may be delivered, sacraments administered and the spiritual ministry 
exercised. Open attacks on the Church are confined to occasional outbursts by 
petty officials with a grievance, and huve no particular significance, The ex- 
pression of any openly anti-Christian or anti-ecclesiastical bias is discourag- 
ed. Official quarters still assert their unlimited tolerance", And yet he 
speaks of a crisis. Why? 


"In no Land", he goes on, "which is now within the sphere of State 
totalitarianism in its most accentuated form are there any longer any Christian 
illusions, The crisis does not consist in the calling in question of all the 
outwardly secure things in life, but in the way in which State and society are 
Setting themselves up in conscious disregard of the requirement that they should 
be the order of God on earth. At the focal point stands man, knowing himself 
to be the ultimate and supreme value, But above all the crisis consists in the 
clear realisation which Christians have gained in the course of this develop- 
ment that the situation means nothing more nor less than the laying bare of the 
individual, in which process it becomes evident that the whole organisation of 
the world, even what is supposedly Christian, bears the characteristic stamp of 
human insurgency against the absolute claims of God." 


The crisis thus consists in the fact that the Christian, entrusted 
with a message which carries with it an inescapable responsibility, is thrust 
into a world which allows, though it does not recognise, the proclamation of 
this message in the sphere of private existence, but which bursts into furious 
abuse for reactionary tendencies and high treason when expression is given to 
the demands arising from this message. They must be expressed. But that is 
just the difficulty for the Christian - "the Church and the individual have no 
chance of availing themselves of various powers and forces in the world, of 
using them as points on a Christian programme, or as auxiliary trooops. The 
Christian, with all his sufferings and anxieties, is thrown for help upon God.! 


E.P.S.Geneva 
GERMANY Dr Niem@ller President of the Fraternal Council 


The National Fraternal Council of the Confessing Church at its meet- 
ing in Darmstadt on February 18 unanimously elected Dr Martin Niemdller as its 
President. EeP.oeGeneva 
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_ GERMANY International Refugee Conference in Hamburg 


The special significance of the Hamburg conference lies in the fact 
that here, from February 22 to 25, the World Council of Churches, through its 
Refugee Division, was able to discuss the refugee problem with non-ecclesiastic- 
al authorities responsible for refugees in Germany, The atmosphere of unanim- 
ity and joint responsibility provided an indispensable background to planning 
which will, it is hoped, proved really fruitful, While fully recognising the 
value of the work done by the International Refugee Orgmisation for refugees, 
the Rev. Henry Carter, Chairman of the Hamburg conference, had been trying for 
some time to draw world attention to the fact that in addition to the D.P. 
question there is the problem of the eleven million refugees of German origin, 
and that its solution is absolutely essential to European recovery. At the 
same time, the Marshall Plan legislation had officially recognised that 
Germany must be included in the plan for Western European reconstruction, 
Economic recovery by Western Germany is not, however, possible without a simul- 
taneous solution of the refugee problen. 


Preparations for the Hanburg meeting were made in consultation with © 
the British Foreign Office (see E.P.S. Noe 5). Three of the four Regional 
Commissioners in the British Zone, the Chairman of the Allied Tripartite Com- 
mission Mr, Loghan Gray, his American colleague Mr. Edward Lawrence, Mrs. Wag- 
staff and other representatives of the Military Governments were present, in 
addition to observers from the American and French Zones. Dr Schreiber, the 
new Chairman, and Dr Middelmann represented the German Bizonal Refugee Office. 
Among representatives of the German Lander governments were Dr Albertz, the 
Minister for Refugees, of Hanover, and Dr Kehren, the Ministerial Director, 
from Diisseldorf. Delegations from the Churches of Great Britain, the German 
Churches (President Niemdller, Bishop Lilje, Dr Gerstenmaier and others) and 
observers from the Roman.Catholic Church brought the number of those present 
up to eighty. 


During two days of deliberation, proposals for solution of the pro- 
blem were submitted and recommendations passed, These include industrial 
settlement programmes, agricultural settlement, housing, emigration (it is 
thought that approximately one~tenth of the German refugees should emigrate), 
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vocational training and education. On the closing day of the conference the 
Refugee Division of the World Council of Churches was unanimously requested to 
examine the practical proposals put forward, and to get in touch accordingly 
with the European Recovery Plan Administration and with the occupation author- 
ities and German Ldnder, in order that the effecting of the plan might be en- 
sured, in agreement with the German Reconstruction Committee and other organ- 
isations taking part in this work, 


A Message to the Churches of the world was approved and published, 
from which we quote; 


"At the first international conference on refugee problem to be held 
within Germany, we are met together to seek ways of helping those who have 
been expelled from their homeland,,. The extent and magnitude of the problem 
indicate that the German people cannot bear the burden and complete the task 
in isolation, 


"God has led us to see that the nations of the earth will take as 
their path for the future a way of mutual responsibility and service to one 
another= or we have no future! 


"Those who endure the cruel fate of the refugees are no better and no 
worse than those who have been able to preserve their homes and their posses- 
Sions. We should acknowledge that what we have already done as Christians to 
relieve the burden and solve the problem is not enough, and that it falls 
short of the demands which obedience to our lord places upon uso.. 


"Hence, we plead not only for the recognition of human rights as pro- 
claimed by the United Nations, but also for their practical application in the 
form of a magnanimous solution of the present refugee problem, internationally 
planned and carried out by the society of nations, Without waiting to ask 
whether our appeals and petitions will be heard and acted upon, we are determin-~ 
ed ever and again to appeal to our own parishes and Churches to render aid and 
to encourage self-help... 


"We plead that the way may be open for divine grace and the initiative 
which have appeared among us and among the refugees themselves and are already 
in action, and those efforts may not be allowed to decline under the great 
burdens of everyday life, but may be continually inspired and encouraged... 


"The fate of the refugee should remind us how transitory all earthly 
values are and should teach us vhrough the doing of good works 'to lay up for 
ourselves treasures in heaven! which shall abide, If we will live up to this 
rich blessing will follow, according to the promise of that same Lord who 
crosses our path today in the person of the poor and suffering," 


From the resolutions adopted by the Hamburg conference we quote the 
following; 


"This Conferencer- Confident that there are real and practicable 
possibilities of a constructive solution, provided that a concerted German 
Self-help effort at rehabilitation is assisted by an adequate foreign aid pro- 
gramme, 
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"Resolves 1. That the European Cooperation Administration be urged to 
earmark an adequate and substantial percentage of Dollar aid and corresponding 
Counterpart Funds, under Economic Recovery Programme and within the policies 
and appropriations established for Germany, for the rehabilitation of regugees 
and expelled persons... 


"2... It is further urged that, in view of international responsibili- 
ty for this problem, the proposed Amendment should authorise ERP aid for the 
German Refugee Programme as on a grant basis without establishing a 'claim!' 
against Germany. 


"3, That the European Cooperation Administration be urged to assist 
and facilita%e in every way possible the working out and development of such 
a German Refugee Programme, in accordance with ERP policies of ‘self-help and 
mutual cooperation’... 


"The Conference noting with gratitude the initiative in approaching 
this whole problem which has been taken by the World Council of Churches, 
further resolves that the Refugee Division of the World Council of Churches be 
seerequested to study and amplify the proposals for action..e. always having 
regard to the basic principle of German self-help and German leadership and 
the paramount necessity of sevuring the close and active cooperation of the 
German Church Reconstruction Committee and other pppropriate agencies, to take 
immediate and all necessary steps to make possible the implementation of these 
proposals in so far as they prove practicable, and their integration into an 


overall German Refugee Rehabilitation Programme," HePeSe Geneva 
PALESTINE Church Worls Service Aid 


Altogether, relief goods and funds, totalling in value $100,000, 

were sent through Church World Service (New York) to aid the half million re- 
fugees in Palestine and bordering states. About one-half of the shipments have 
been made up of clothing, including heavy garments for the cold mountainous 
areas of the Middle East, and lighter ones for the warm areas, such as Sidon. 
Meeical supplies, valued at $16,500 and including 200,000 atabrine tablets, 
hospital and surgical supplies and vitamin tablets, have been of assistance 

in many of the crowded and ill~quipped refugee camps where epidemics of cholera 
and other diseases are continual menaces, A shipment of 4,000 pounds of powder- 
ed milk helped to relieve the needs in one camp where there were thousands of 


children and infants suffering from malnutrition, E.P.S.Geneva 
GERMANY Two Ecclesiastical Papers to Reappear 


The "Junge Kirche" (Young Church), being a very popular periodical 
of the Confessing Church at its time and which was forbidden by Goebbels in 
1934, is reappearing in GUttingen under the editorship of Fritz Séhlmann. 
The federal papers of the German Evangelical Pastors‘Association '!Deutsches 
Pfarrerblatt*, the issus of which was suspended fox quite a time after Germany's 
collapse, is now being reissued upon instructions of the Union of Evangelical 
Pastors! Associations in Germany under the editorship of Lic.Ludwig Seiler. 

EeP.S. Geneva 
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Calendar of Ecumenical Meetings in 1949 


‘March 2-8 Ecum. Institute 
16-21 tt 
17-22 Bex 
28-31 Ecum.Institute 
April 1-4 " 
8-12 " 
21-29 Northampton _ 
29-—May 3 Ecum.Institute 
May 9-June 2 "t 
June 8-24 " 
13-18 Greenwich, Conn, 
20-27 Geneva 
28-July 6 Oxford 
July 4-12 Mainau 
6-9 Chichester 
6=28 Ecum.Institute 
9-15 Chichester 
9-Sept.3 Chataigneraie 
16-19 Oxford 
16-20 Chichester 
16=23 Lausanne 
25-29 Lausanne 
August 1~7 Ecum. Institute 
9-22 Whitby, Canada 
10=25 Ecum.Institute 
31-Sept.5 " 
Septe 9-15 t 
October 15-Nov. 7 ‘ 


"Evangelism in the Modern World! 
Study Conference on Press 


Annual Conference of the Reconstruction Depart- 
ment of the World Council of Churches 


"The Church and the Jewish People! 

"The Church and Politics" 

"The Meaning of Work" 

Conference of European Leaders of Church Youth 
"Men and Women in Industry" 

Youth Leaders! Course 

Study Course for Ministers 

Council of United Bible Societies 

Executive Committee World's Y.W.C.A. 


Conference of the Study Department of the 
World Council of Churches 


Executives Committee of World Alliance of YMCAs 
Executive Committee World Council of Churches 
Study Course for Theological Students 

Central Committee World Council of Churches 
Study Course World's Y.W.C.A. 

Executive Comnittee Lutheran World Federation 
Continuation Committee of Faith and Order 
World Christian Youth Commission 


Committee of Youth Department of World Council 
of Churches 


"The Meaning of History" 


General Committee of World's Student Christian 
Federation 


"The Christian in Education!" 
"Christianity in Art" 
Conference of members of the Medical Profession 


Course for Missionaries on furlough 
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UNITED STATES Churches Unite for World Relief 


In an "unprecedented demonstration of Christian cooperation" over 
75,000 Churches across the United States - representing nearly every major 
Christian denomination - have joined in a programme to strengthen and rebuild 
. the physical and spiritual life of the suffering people in Europe and Asia, 


This "one great effort for one great cause" will culminate during the 
hour between ten and eleven on Saturday night, March 26, when the programme - 
One Great Hour - will be broadcast for America's Churches over virtually every 
major radio station in the country. 


"One Creat Hour" will dramatise the work being done through America's 
Churches in Europe and Asia, It will close wth an appeal “i: “che people of 
America to go to church the next day, Sunday, March 27, and make there a truly 
sacrificial gift which will be received in the name of Christ for all humanity. 


It is believed that this great inter-faith radio programme will reach 
an audience of over 50,000,000 people. It is hoped that contributions on this 
one Sunday, March 27, will provide@large part of the funds necessary for the 
work of the many Churches overseas during 1949. 


The board of governors is composed of the following members: Mrs.Henry 
Sloane Coffin: Dr Franklin C. Fry; Mrs. Douglas Horton; William M. Ramsey; 


Harper Sibley; Bishop Herbert Welch, E«eP.S. Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN A Council for Ecumenical Cooperation 


The Spring Session of the Church of England Assembly opened on February 
2l, and was presided over by the Archbishop of Canterbury. 


One of the important questions discussed at the Session was that of an 
adequate representation of the Church of England to the World Council of 
Churches, A Councils of Churches Commission presented a report, introduced by 
the Bishop of Chichester. The task of the Commission was to outline a body 
which could represent the Church of England to the World Council of Churches 
and the British Council and report from these Councils to the Assembly. In 
answer it proposed a new Council, which should be called the Council for 
Ecumenical Cocperation and be composed of the members chosen to represent the 
Church of England on both the World Council and the British Council. 


After a debate the Assembly approved the setting up of the new Council, 
though it refused to decide on the number of members at this stage, and approv- 


ed also the title. EeP.5. Geneva 
CHINA Sherwood Eddy 's Impressions 


After visiting war-torn China where he delivered a series of addresses 
Mr. Sherwood Eddy, well-known American evangelist, left for India, There he 
has written an article for "The Guardian" (Madras, January 20, 1949), expres- 
sing his opinion on the political, education and social situation in China, 
From his conclusions we quotes 
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Like several other obsérvers, Sherwood Eddy takes the view that "the 
Church is now forced to return to Apostolic conditions under which the early 
Church thrived". He quotes the opinion of a pastor from Shensi, where pastors 
and Churches have been cooperating in Communist~—held territory for ten years, 
who testified that pastors were free to lead their churches under four condi- 
tions; "1) Their mode of living must be like the common people in dress, 
dwelling and food; 2) They must earn their living by farming, trade or in- 
dustry, since preaching is not regarded as a 'productive! vocation; 3) Their 
character must be Christ-like, as testified to by their neighbours in the re- 
curring trials and purges conducted by the Communists; and 4) Their faith 
must be Apostc:lic, i.es fearless, sure of the Gospel, patient under persecu- 
tion, and ready to die for their faith if necessary - as the paren a8 2 aa 
selves are ready to die for theirs,.. 


‘It was felt that it would be impossible for some Christians to adjust 
themselves to the new social order which had arisen, partly because these 
Christians have not borne witness to the evils of the old order... Many 
Christians will have to adopt new methods and new ways and sometimes a new 
spirit". 


As to the future probabilities, Sherwood Eddy, on the basis of a study 
of the Communist regions in North China, in northern Korea and in Russia it~ 
self on fifteen visits from 1912 to 1939, states; 1) The Churches and in- 
dividual Christians will survive in China as they have in Soviet Russia; 

2) Medical missions can probably be carried on as long as we are willing to 
support them; 3) Christian education, while probably tolerated at first, will 
gradually be eliminated. Education will be regarced as a function of the 
State for training in citizenship... and completely dominated by Communist 
propaganda, MIndignant that Chinese scholars, knowing their artistic writings 
for some 3,500 years, have left 400 million illiterate peasants in poverty and 
ignorance, the Communists will gradually introduce compulsory education... 


"Certain aspects of Chinese character - that irresponsible individualism 
described as a 'heap of sand! - will be greatly modified, In a fiery furnace 
sand is forged into rock ander terrific pressure and heat," 


The suffering, darkness and danger occasioned by the civil war in China 


| "make that country the neediest on earth, but it is the most fruitful field 


for student evangelism in the world tcday", 


Everywhere large audiences gathered to hear the message of Mr. Eddy. 
In Canton, for instance, the owner of the largest moving picture theatre gave 
his theatre, which was filled with 1,800 people, on Saturday night for an hour 
and a half free of charge, The non-Christian mayor of Canton invited 300 lead- 
ers of the city to hear the Christian message. "Our audiences in every city 
have been limited to a thousand a night", ccacludes Mr. Eddy, "simply because 
there was not even standing room for more, As already reported, the leaders 
of the National Christian Council of China feel that it is no time for pessi-~ 
hism, but "an hour of tremendous oppertunity". #.P.5.Geneva 
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CHINA Christian Schools must go on 


Ninety principals of Christian colleges and middle schools of Fast China 
gathered in Shanghai agreed that Christian schools should adjust themselves to 
any kind of social change which is not against Christian teaching, 


In view of the probable nationalisation of education by the Communists, 
it was proposed that schools in various areas organise as a unit to promote 
enterprises such as cooperatives as a means of providing funds to carry on the 
work, 


If Communists ban religious meetings and religious teachings, it was 
agreed, "Christian teachers must continue to preach the Gospel through the 


testimony of their own lives", .P.S. Geneva 
U.S.S.R. Disputation 


The Union of Evangelical Christians in the U.S.S.R., formed by the Evan- 
gelical revivalist movement, an increasing number of Baptists, the Pentecostal 
movement and other Christian sects with no fixed ecclesiastical organisation, 
is today working out a detailed constitution (see E.P.S. Noo 4). 


This is significant in that the "dynamic development" of the Union across 
the borders of European Russia (there are now Evangelical Christians in the 
Asiatic Republics of the U.S.S.R.) has had most important effects tending to- 
wards the formation of a Church, Where before 1918 these Christian groups 
usually spoke of a "Church" as a "community of prayer", the expression "Church 
units" is now almost universally used. The "doctrine of the Church" is given 
in detail in Volume 4 of the Union's periodical "Bratsky Vestnik", in the form 
of a "disputation", 


"In His work of salvation for men", runs the introduction, "God created 
the Church from among them, There is "firstly, an invisible, all-embracing 
Church, secondly, the visible Church, limited in space, and thirdly, the Church 
in the home,. 


"What is the universal Church? The fellowship of redeemed souls, penitent, 
converted and born anew, from all ages, nations and Churches, and of the 
Churches of the Christian home, on earth as in heaven, ise. 'the Church that 
knows the manifold wisdom of God! (Eph. 3:10). It is the 'Kingdom of God!, 
where 'God reigns, in Christ', 


"The visible Church, with its limitations, is composed of many local 
Churches of souls united by the same Christian creed and spiritual rebirth, 
It has the task of ‘establishing the Kingdom of Christ among its members and 
Spreading it abroad in the world!, Communities of the visible Church may vary 
in structure and in their interpretation of certain passages of Scripture, In 
their ‘mutual intercession! however, and in their parallel work, they are 
none the less Christ's, as long as they hold fast to ‘freedom as Christ preach- 
ed it’, 
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"Adherence to the invisible Church does not release men from the duty of 
belonging to one visible Church, which is, with other visible Churches, 
‘according to the riches of His glory to be strengthened' (Eph. 33:16). 


The election and installation of the servants of the Church - elders, 
pastors or bishops - "formerly by the Apostles, and now by those cdled to be 
the highest servants of Christian brotherhood", must not be surrendered by 
the Church to any man, within or without. E,PeS.Geneva 


Ecumenical work Camps 


There are work camps in Europe of several thousand young people working 
in huge national brigades. They are able to build whole railroad lines across 
countries, construct highways, level mountains and fill in valleys, Besides 
them certain small camps of 20-40 look weak and helpless. 


What are these small camps and what is their task? They are the ecumen- 
ical work camps, organised under the auspices of the Youth Department of the 
World Council of Churches, 


The Youth Department has the task of helping young people everywhere to 
uphold all "that the ecumenical movement stands for - Christ Himself who calls 
us to unity, witness and discipleship". 


A World Council camp is therefore a small group of young people drawn 
from different Churches and countries living and working together on some pro- 
ject of Christian significance. It corresponds very nearly in miniature to a 
definitation of "ecumenical! as the whole Church in the whole world related to 
the whole of life. 


There will be 10 work canps this summer at Le Chambon-sur-Lignon (France), 
Agape (Italy), Stuttgart, Munich, Espelkamp and Kéln (Germany), Partaharju 
(Finland), and possibly in two places in Austria.. Some 600 people are expect — 
ed to participate, 


In the "Ecumenical Work Camps News-Letter", which gives more details on 
the whole scheme, Miss Jean Fraser, Director of the Youth Department, character- 
ises some of them as follows: 


"Agape - witnessing to the love of God which transcends frontiers; Le 
Chambon, an experiment in Uhristian education and community life; Espelkamp, 
the transformation by the German Church relief organisation of a munitions 
dump into a resettlement centre; Stuttgart, the Church reaching out to a lost 
and homeless generation, These are the things the World Council is concerned 
with in its Department of Faith and Order, of Reconstruction, and at the 
Ecumenical Institute. In work camps we are concerned not with the theory but 
the practical bricks and mortar of ecumenicity ." H,P.S.Geneva 
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Te IS A ORNS TY NTE STOR OER OR STO 


Official Revort of the Amsterdam 
assembly 


The British edition of the Official Report of the First Assembly of 
the World Council of Churches will be available in London on March 15. The 
Report contains the official documents of the Assembly, namely the Message, 
the reports of the sections and committees, the discussion of these reports 
in the plenary meetings, the Constitution and Rules of the Council, the report 
of the Nominations Committee, etc. There are also chapters on the prepara- 
tion of the Assembly, on its organisation, on the plenary sessions and on the 
public events. The printing of the full text of all addresses would have 
added hundreds of pages and these are therefore given in summarised form, 


The Editor, Dr WeAe Visser''t Hooft says in his Preface; "The first 
Assembly of the World Council of Churches has now become part of the history 
of the Church. The planting has been done. The time of watering the frail 
plant is before us, We must now count more than ever on God, Who alone can 
give the increase", 


(Order from S.C.ii. Press, London. Price 12/6. The American edition 
will be published by Harper's, New York. Price $3.00) #.P.S.Geneva 


World Christian Handbook 


A World Christian Handbook has been prepared by Kenneth G. Grubb, 
editor, and E.J. Bingle, associate editor, and will be ready at the end of 
April 1949 ry 


"The task of the Christian Churches", write the editors, "is a world 
task or else they lose their raison d'étre. To define that task in the con- 
text of the contemporary setting, to seek to interpret significant developments, 
to survey the world as a whole in the setting of the coming of Godis Kingdon, 
to provide statistical material which may throw light on the size of the task, 
these are the purposes which a handbook of world Christianity must seek to 
serve,!! 
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Four New Members of the World Council 


The following Churches have become members of the World Council of 
Churches; the Baptist Union of Denmark, the Dayak Evangelical Church in Borneo, 
the Toradja Church (Church of Central Celebes), and the United Church of Christ 


in the Philippines, EePoS. Geneva 
LATIN AMERICA Two Important Conferences 


The "Latin American News Letter" (No. 30, February 1949), published 
by the Committee on Cooperation in Latin America, announces that two important 
events will mark the work of the Protestant Churches in Latin America, 


The first is the Latin American Evangelical Conference, to be held 
in Buenos Aires from July 18 to 30, Previous evangelical conferences, held in 
1916, 1925, and 1929, were "landmarks in the history of Latin American Pro- 
testantism"; they gave new impetus to the evangelical work in these countries, 
It is thus twenty years since the last conference was held. The 1949 meeting 
Will be different from its predecessors, for in the meantime the Younger 
Churches have grown to manhood, Up to now the Committee on Cooperation in 
Latin America has organised, as well as largely financed, the conferences; 
now the Latin American leadership takes over and the CCLA is one of nine spons~ 
oring bodies, the other eight being National Evangelical Councils in Latin 
America, . 


About one hundred delegates (including 10 from the United States) 
are expected. The four main themes of the conference will be; 1) The Latin 
American situation and the presence of Protestantism; 2) Message and mission 
of Protestantism in Latin America; 3) Fundamental strategy of Protestantism 
in Latin America; 4) Priorities in action, 


The second event is a Conference on Sunday School Curriculum to be 
held in Monteviceo from July 4 to . 15. It will discuss the crucial problems of 
the curriculum and the availability of adequate materials for Sunday School 
work, Leaders in religious education will come together to study what should 
be done in the realm of Christian education in the Sunday school, day-school, 
and young people's group, for this question is of tremendous importance for 


the future of the Evangelical Churches in Latin America, E.P.5 Geneva 
The World Jewish Congress Answer to Amsterdam 


According to an information issued in "World Jewish Affairs" (Feb. 
15, 1949), the iJorld Jewish Congress, meeting in conference in London during 
February 1949, agreed to a proposal submitted by Dr A.Steinberg that the most 
qualified representatives of the Jewis!. spiritual world should be invited to 
formulate the principles on which relations between the Jewish and Christian 
worlds should be built,in response to the report issued last September by the 
World Council of Churches at its meeting in Amsterdam. E.P.S.Geneva 
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ETHIOPIA Agreement Between the Ethiopian and Egyptian 
Coptic Churches 
According to an ainouncement made by church leaders in Addis Ababa, 
an agreement has heen reached to settle the long-standing dispute which threat- 
ened to separate the Ethiopian Coptic Church from the Coptic Church of Egypt 
(see E.P.S. No. 35, 1947). 


The relationship between the Ethiopian and Egyptian Churches has 
existed since 345 A.D., when Christianity was introduced into Ethiopia by 
Frumentius, a Greek, who became the first Archbishop of the Ethiopian Church, 
The archbishop of the Ethiopian Church has always been an Egyptian, who is 
appointed by the Patriarchate of Alexandria, the ruling body of the Egyptian 
Coptic Church. 


In 1942, negotiations were begun, the Ethiopian Church claiming 
that an Ethiopian should be elected archbishop, and that he should have the 
power to consecrate Ethiopian bishops. The Egyptian Patriarchate made counter 
proposals and now, although the text of the Ethiopian-Egyptian agreement has 
not yet been made public, it seems that a compromise has been reached on the 
issue of an Ethiopian-born leader for the Rthiopian Church, Egyptian-born 
Archbishop Cyril will retain the nominal title of Archbishop of the Ethiopian 
Church until his death, but will remain in Alexandria, although continuing to 
receive payment from Ethiopia. 


Meanwhile, the head of the Ethiopian Church in Addis Ababa will be 
the newly-consecrated Abuna (Bishop) Basilios, who will also retain his former 
position as Ichege (administrative head) of the Church 


Church leaders in Addis Ababa have hailed the agreement as of "great 
historical and religious significance’, They declared that although the 
Ethiopian Church is still under the jurisdiction of the Coptic Church in Egypt, 
it has won a large measure of autonomy in its internal affairs, &.P.S.Geneva 


NORWAY Quakers Will Pay a Peace Tax 


Norwegian Quakers will pay a "peace tax" to the government instead 
of the so-called defence tax voted recently by the Parliament, 


Tax officials agreed to the peace tax after the Society of Friends 
had informed the government that payment of a defence tax, which is to be used 
for military purposes, was contrary to their religious convictions, 

HeP.S. Geneva 
GREECE Prayers for Independence Day 


Preparations are being made for the celebration of Greek Independence 
Day, March 25, which will spread over the six days from March 20 to 25, 


The Arrangements Committee believes that "only the power of prayer 
for God's help can now work the miracle of saving the country by restoring the 
confidence of the people", All the Churches in the country will rnite in 
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prayer for God's help can now work the miracle 

prayer on Sunday .arch 20, "asking for Divine help in this time of need", 
Archbishop Damaskinos will open the celebration, which will be widely broad- 
cast throughout the week. On the days succeeding the Ath, the programmes will 
be devoted to "the glory of labour, of youth, the need for solidarity, ete., 
culminating in the great festival of the Annunciation, the National Holiday", 
The Greeks have always made much of this day, but this year's celebration is 
to outdo the others. 


Churches in other countries are asked to join in the prayers of the 


Churches in Greece on March 20. E.P.S. Geneva 
UNITED STATES \ieeting of the International Comcil of 


Religious Education 


The 27th annual meeting of the International Council of Religious 
Education was held in Columbus, Ohio, from February 6 - 12, to discuss the 
place of religion in community and world life, Nearlv 1400 leaders of re- 
ligious education from the United States and Canada conferred in 17 sections 
according to their interests, such as children's, youth and adult work, leader= 
ship education, missionary education, week-day and vacation religious educa- 
tion, lay work. Other groups included editors, pastors, professors, publish- 
ers, and state and city church council executives, This was the largest 
attendance since before World War II, 


The opening address was delivered by Dr Henry P. Van Dusen, president 
of Union Theological Seminary, and president of the Study Departuent of the 
World Council of Churches, on the conference theme, "Christian Teaching - A 
World Task", The theme was also dramatised with a worship pageant, "The Family 
of God", showing the development of the family idea in religion "since the 
days of the early Hebrews to the establishment of the World Council of Churches 
in 1948" 6 


The following.are some of the pzactica). results of the deliberations, 


Plans were outlined for the Convention of the World Council of 
Christian Education to be held in Toronto from August 10 - 16, 1950. As the 
American-Canadian unit of this World Council, the International Council of 
Religious Education voted to participate with about 50 other branches, "Just 
as the World Council of Churches Assembly at Amsterdam dealt with the problems 
of general church cooperation, so the coming Convention will deal with world- 
wide interdenominational cooperation in Christian education", Five thousand 


delegates from at least 75 countries are expected. 


The 22nd Quadrennial International Sunda School Convention was 


ne eee ee ee ee ee ed 


also planned to be held during the 1950 World Convention. 


The announcement was made that the completed Revised Standard Version 
of the Bible will be published in the autumn of 1952. The New Testament was 
issued in 1946. Dr Weigle, chairman of the Standard Bible Committee, will give 
his entire time to the Old Testanent revision after his retirement from Yale 
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Divinity School next June. The introduction of the completed version is to be 
timed with a nation-wide observance during the Religious Education Week of 


1952. BaP ede Gebeva 
GREAT BRITAIN Church and State 


The Church Assembly of the Church of England devoted part of its 
spring session (see E.P.S. No. |9) to discussing the question of Church and State. 
After much debate the following resolution was carried almost unanimously: 


"That the Assembly, while valuing the Establishment of the Church of 
England as an expression of the nation's recognition of religion, nevertheless 
is of opinion that the present form of it impedes the fulfilment of the respons- 
ibility of the Church as a spiritual society, and therefore instructs the stand- 
ing committee to appoint a small commission to draw wp resolutions on changes 
desirable in the relationship between Church and State and to present them to 
the Assembly for consideration at an early date", 


The debates were of particular interest in that they had a bearing 
on a problem not confined within the frontiers of Great Britain, Roughly speak- 
ing, two opposing views were in evidences: on the one hand, the Church of 
England, in spite of the liberty permitted it by the State, is not wholly in- 
dependent as regards the election of Bishops, the Prayer Book, canon law and so 
forth, while at the same time disestabl.ishnent wovld have most regrettable re- 
percussions both inside and outside the country, as it would be considered as 
a defeat for the Church. 


The Archbishop of York held that changes were necessary. Although 
clergymen of the Church of England enjoyed a greater degree of freedom that 
those of any other Church, their Bishops were none the less nominated by the 
Prime Minister, who might not be a member of the Anglican Communion, "In 
ecclesiastical suits the final court of appeal was a court appointed by the 
State. There might be serious danger in the future. They were living in days 
of great danger, and totalitarianism was in the ascendant, and it might be 
possible for the State to use the Church for its own purposes". Nevertheless 
he believed that disestablishment was not a remedy and would be regarded as a 
national repudiation of religion, at the very time when the Churches’on the 
Continent were fighting for their lives, Church Reform = a change in the re- 
lation between Church and State ~ was, he believed, the best antidote to a 
demand for disestablishment. 


The Archbishop of Canterbury agreed with the Archbishop of York. He 
pointed out also that "Canterbury and York, whether they like it or not, were 
committed already to a line of action wich was bound to affect the relations 


between Church and State". E.P.S. Geneva 
BELGIAN CONGO The Governor-General and Protestant Missions 


The annual meeting of the Protestant Council of the Congo was held 
at Léopoldville from February 20 to 27, and was attended by representatives of 
44 missions working in the colony. 
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The Governor-General, Mr. E. Jungers, was present at one of the 
Council's meetings, and delivered a speech in which he expressed "the debt of 
gratitude which Belgium and her African possessions owe to the Protestant 
missions for all they have done to better the lot of the native population", 
and for their great work of spreading civilisation, 


"The policy of equality of treatment for all Christian missions!" 
(see F.P.S. Noe 43, 1948), continued the Governor-General, "is under way, I 
have noted with satisfaction that sixteen Protestant missions in the Belgian 
Congo and five in Ruanda-Urundi have already subscribed to the agreement on 
schools which has been submitted to them", In imparting homogeneity to educa- 
tional work among natives, official control of schools receiving subsidies 
"will be carried out in a perfect spirit of collaboration... I trust that 
Protestant missions may find in this educational work a fertile field of act- 
ivity, where for the benefit of the native their basic qualities of charity 
and self-denial may blossom and flourish, 


"I an likewise delighted at the improvement which I have been able 
to make regarding subsidies for your medical activities". Until the last few 
years missionaries were only receiving a very small amount of help, mostly in 
the form of medical supplies. They are now to be assisted on a more generous 
scale. "These measures will apply to all missionaries regardless of confes- 
sion or nationality... 


"Finally, I would mention that the Administration of the Native Wel- 
fare Fund has taken the line proposed by the Government-General to the Minister 
for Colonies, and decided to support on an equitable basis the work of all 


Christian missionaries", — KeP.S Geneva 
INDIA Christian Youth and the Church 


(From an interview given to E.P.S. while passing through Geneva by 
Mark Sunder Rao, co-editor of the leading Christian weekly "The Guardian", of 
Madras) . 


Asked what, in his opinion, was the most outstanding fac*ior at the 
present time for the future of Christianity in India, Mr. Rao replied that the 
All-India Christian Youth Conference recently held in Allahabad "cannot be 
rated high enough as regards its significance for future developments", At it 

were gathered for the first time 200 representatives of all the Christian youth 
organisations of India - Y.iisC.A., Y.WeC.A., S.Cald., Christian Endeavour and 
the church youth groups - and such noteworthy work was done there that "the 
Youth Committee of the Christian Council of India, Pakistan and Ceylon, which 
has been working for five years for a coordination of Christian youth associa- 
tions, can reckon it as a real success", 


The motto of the conference was "the call of the hour", which proved 
an inspiration to prayer, labour and intellectual effort, To respond to this 
call was felt by the young delegates to be "a privilege" and thus "a respons= 
ibility". To what extent this is true is clear from the work of the sub- 
committees which during the conference examined the problen of liberty, the 


Noe 10 - March 11, 1949 whi 76 


‘Christian mission in the world, Communism and so forth. The Commission on 
Youth Work put forward as chief among the findings resulting from their out- 
spoken deliberations the demand that "the Christian youth work of India should 
be more stringently organised so as to avoid overlapping programmes by indi- 
vidual groups, and then extended as a whole to take in the rural areas so far 
wholly untouched", It will thus be desirable that Christian youth organisations 
should meet every three years for a conference on the Allahabad model. In the 
meantime, regional meetings covld be held under the guidance of Provincial 
Committees. "In this connection, considerable attention should certainly be 
devoted to the training of Christian youth leaders, as a first priority". The 
Allahabad Conferense concluded by expressing the hope that "the Churches of 
India may come closer together, following the example of the church union of 
South India", 


Allahabad was, Mr. Rao said, a proof of the interest of Christian 
youth in India in ecumenism, They regarded divisions between the Churches as 
an obstacle to the fellowship of youth, snd appealed to the Churches to co- 
operate to the full with all organisations endeavouring to coordinate Christ- 
ian youth work, for the future of the Church depended on its young people, and 
the work among young people needed a new basis. Christian youth in India re- 
cognised its responsibility for carrying the message of Christ to the now matur- 
ing peoples of Asia, and was ready to perform this task and to accept the 


hazards going with it. E.P.S.Geneva 
FINLAND Orthodox Church 


The Finnish Orthodox Church at present consists of 29 parishes, as 
against 64 in 1939, of which 44 were situation in Karelia, now ceded to the 
U.S.S.R. The 29 parishes, of varying dimensions, have in all a membership of 
some 80,000, and are tended by 38 priests, Their head is the Archbishop of 
Jupio, together with another bishop in Helsinki who is attached to the Uecumen- 
ical Patriarchate of Constantinople, 


The organisation of refugee parishes is meeting with certain diffic- 
ulties, Since State help can only be given on a limited scale, the Orthodox 
clergy are only half as well paid as the Lutheran, Although conversions to the 
Lutheran Church are frequent, the Orthodox Church is maintaining its position, 
not least by reason of a lively interest displayed by the younger generation. 


The Russian Orthodox monasteries, of which there are three in Fin- 
land, are subject to the authority of the Patriarch of Moscow, but are administ- 
ered by the archbishop of Kupio. The evacuated monastery of Valamo, named after 
the femous and historic island monastery of Valaam, on Lake Ladoga (Scviet 
territory since 1940), has 100 monks, «71 of them very old. There are 25 monks 
in the monastery of Konevissa, and 40 sisters in the convent of Lintula. Both 
monks and nuns for the most part come from Karelia, and Finnish recruits are 
few in number, Although Lintula has several novices, Finnish Orthodox appears 
to be too weak numerically to fill the cloisters completely. 


A Bill for the reorganisation of the Orthodox Church in accordance 
with the new situation is awaiting the approval of Parliament. #.P.S.Geneva 
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Conference on Evangelism 


A Study Conference on Evangelism, organised by the Ecumenical 
Institute at Bossey, was held from March 2 to 8, More than thirty persons hold- 
ing responsible positions in the work of modern evangelism were present, repre- 
senting Britain, Denmark, France, Germany, Hungary, India, the Netherlands, Sweden, 
Switzerland and the United States. The Study, Reconstruction and Youth Depart- 
ments and the Secretariat fr Evangelism of the iorld Council of Churches were 
also represented, as were the Y.i.C.A- and Y.W.C.A, 


In regard to the Church, one of the points which constantly recurred 
was its unpreparedness to meet the modern situation, its continuing impotence to 
meet the modern world where that world is; likewise there was the inability of 
the Church to integrate into its own life as it is those who have entered the 
Christian faith. The call which comes to the Churches out of the modern situa- 
tion is primarily that of demonstrating a real community life, in which differences 
of class and background are genuinely transcended. It was felt that the call for 
evangelism, when properly understood, would constitute one of the most powerful 
means of awakening the Churches for a radical renewal of their life and structure, 
énd of opening their eyes to the sociological imprisonment in which they find 
themselves as "bourgeois" Churches. 


In regard to the world, which has to be met in the evangelistic en- 
deavour, the discussions were dominated by two entirely different conceptions of 
evangelism. They might be characterised as the modernised individualistic approach 
of calling people to a personal decision for Christ, and the pioneering of the 
Church into the wrld by what was called the "prophetic" approach ~ aiming not at 
individual conversion, but at establishing contacts in which the Christian inter- 
pretation of life and the consciousness of modern man may come to an open encoun~ 
ter. A great and long-range endeavour to rethink and reinterpret Christianity is 
here involved. A patient and many~sided study of modern mass society is necessary 
in view of the situation, It was stressed that the Church has as much to learn 
from the world in this encounter as to teach it. 
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The encounter between these two approaches produced stimulating re- 
sults in the members of the Conference, and served to emphasise the fact that we 
are still in the beginning of the task of defining and outlining the problem of 


evangelism in the modern world, HeP.S. Geneva 
SOUTH AFRICA Livingstone House- an Ecumenical Landmark 


At Rhodes University College in Grahanstown in the Albany District 
of Cape Province, on Saturday February 26, Livingstone House was opened to enable 
students from various Christian denominations who are attending classes at the 
Divinity Department to reside together. This step towards united Christian wit- 
hess was the culmination of twenty years'efforts by leading English speaking de- 
nominations, Anglican, Congregationalist, Methodist and Presbyterian, Baptist and 
Disciples of Christ, to ensure means adequately to train their ordination can- 
didates on South African soil, The Home of Livingstone has been chosen to com- 
memorate one who was a pioneer not only in Christian evangelism but also in 
inter-denominational cooperation, 


The chapel of Livingstone House was dedicated in an ecumenical 
celebration of Holy Communion in which jointly officiated the Professor of. 
Divinity, the Moderator of the Presbyterian Church, the Chairman of the Method- 
ist Conference, the President-Elect of the Congregational Union and the Warden 
of Livingstone House, who is a Methodist, 


The students in the Divinity Faculty this year are drawn from those 
four denominational Churches and there are also ordination candidates for the 
ministry from the Baptist, Disciples of Christ and Dutch Reformed Churches, The 
Disciples of Christ in the U.S.A. have also established an ecumenical lecturer~ 
ship. This lecture will be given from year to year by distinguished sympathisers 
With the cause of Ecumenicity, without distinction of race or colour and these 


lectures will be printed for publication, E.«P.S. Geneva 
JAPAN Sherwood Eddy's Impressions 


After visiting China (see E.P.S. No. 9), Mr. Sherwood Eddy, the 
well-known American evangelist, went to Japan where he witnessed "the birth of 
the New Japan, contrasting it with the old Japan" he found on his first visit 
forty-one years ago. Writing in "The Guardian" (Madras), Sherwood Eddy gives a 
detailed record of his impressions. We quote the following conclusion, 


Visiting Doshisha University in Kyoto, Mr. Eddy recalls the time 
when notice boards remained on the country roads: "Let no Japanese become a 
Christian on pain of death" and the non-Christian Japanese were proud and self- 
Satisfied. "Today they are humbled after the first defeat of their hitherto 
successful militarism. They are broken, they are responsive and open jo new 
ideas, especially to Christianity as a possible moral foundation and dynamic 
for their new democracy. In almost every college im which I have spoken, hundreds 
of earnest and eager non-Christian students have arisen and signed cards as in- 
Quirers, to join Bible classes and make a study of the New Testament to see if 
Christianity is the best way for them and for Japan". 
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for a second time in Japan's history, "the door of opportunity is 
now wide open" before the Christian message. But "apart from the Roman Catholics 
and the Seventh Day Adventists, who are buying land and laying plans for hospitals, 
schools and churches, the missionary forces and the impeverished Japanese Pro- 
testant Churches are not adequately responding. I an sending a cable to John KR, 
Mott, asking him to come to Japan to seize this opportunity for Christian states- 
manship, that he might urge our missionary forces speedily to enter this wide- 
open door. His Majesty, the umperor, suggested that I invite Dr Mctt to come, 


“mentioning his name before I had done so", ber .o.Geneva 
INDIA Bishop Azariah's Life Story 


Miss Mercy Azariah helped to prepare for the jjorld Sunday School Day 
for 1948 by writing in dramatic form the life story of her father, Bishop Azariah 
of Dornakal (Anglican), The events of the career of this great Christian leader, 
who was a pioneer in the Christian mass movement and took an active part in the 
work of the ecumenical movement, are set forth against a background rich with 
Indimlife and thought. The play was made available by the India Sunday School 
Union in the Tanil, Telugu, Hindi and Mnglish languages, #.P.S. Geneva 


NEW GUINEA Language Problems in Scripture Translations 


It has been estimated that, in addition to innumerable dialects, 
about 300 languages are spoken in New Guinea. These belong principally to the 
Austronesian family of languages which extends from Madagascar to New Zealand, 
Although there has been missionary work in New Guinea since 1874, portions of the 
Scriptures have only been translated into 30 of these languages. in only two of 
these is there a whole Bible, in nine a New Testament and in the other 19 languages 
portions of the Scriptures. These translations were prepared by the Liebenzeller 
Mission (1), Lutheran Mission (3), Methodist Overseas Missions (9), Netherlands 
Bible Society (1), New Guinea Mission (Anglican) (4). 


It would, however, be impossible and unnecessary tc translate the 
Scriptures into all of the 300 languages of New Guinea, some of which are spoken 
by only two or three thousand people. Each Mission has therefore, in the area 
for which it has accepted responsibility, chosen a "lingua-franca!, 


This does not, however, mean that the Bible Societies are opposed to 
the publication of Scriptures in languages not accepted as "lingu#francae, It 
is necessary, in many cases, that the Gospels should be published at least in the 
minor languages as a step towards the realisation of the great ideal; Bibles for 


all in their own languages. &.P.S.Geneva 
UNITED STATES Conference of Member Churches of ijorld Council 
A ee ee OL LL LLL LL LED LLL OD LLL A LCT A CLS CO ETC TES 


In their first meeting since the Amsterdam Assembly, over seventy- 
five delegates of United States member Churches will organise as an official con- 
tinuing body to carry forward World Council activities in America, The conference 
will be held at Evanston, Illinois, from March 21 to 23, and will be presided 
over by Bishop G. Bromley Oxam, one of the six presidents of the World Council 
of Churches e 
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The major speeches at the meeting will be made by Bishop Oxnam, Mr. 
Charles P, Taft, former president of the Federal Council of Churches, Dr F.C.Fry, 
vice-chairman of the World Council's Central Committee and president of the 
United ImShsran Church in America, and Dr 0.F. Nolde, secretary of the Commission 
of the Churches on International Affairs, 


Noting that "the laity constitutes more than 99% of the Church", the 
American conference will plan a North American meeting of Christian laymen to 
find ways and means of applying Christian principles in daily life. Findings of 
this conference will be passed to the Geneva headquarters of the World Council 
for correlation with the findings of other regional laymen's meetings. 


The conference will also map out iVorld Council action in the United 
States on economic life, youth work, international affairs and overseas relief, 


and will consider qestions of theology and church unity. #eP.S Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN The Archbishop of York at S.P.U.K. 250th 
af Anniversary 


On March 9, in Westminster Abbey, a large congregation attended the 
service held to mark the completion of the 250th ge ple gd of the Society for 
Promoting Christian Knowledge, 


The preacher was the Archbishop of York, who said that the aim of 
‘the Society had always been to promote the love of God with the mind, The emotions 
al side of religion had always been more popular than the intellectual, Intel- 
lectualism by itself might become a caricature of the love of God with the mind, 
just as the hysteria of uncontrolled revivalism was a perversion of the love of 
God with the heart, The highest form of love was shown by those who loved God 
With all their heart, their souls, and their mind. 


The Christian religion, continued Dr Garbett, was threatened today 
by militant materialism as it was at one time by a triumphant Mohammedmism,. 
The Church must use the weapon of sound learning. Our theologians must defend 
the Christian faith with the arguments most appropriate to a generation brought 
up in a scientific and tecnnical age, The battle against materialism must be 
fought not in the universities and schools but among ordinary men and women. 


ieP.S,Geneva 
YUGOSL..VIA Bishops Outside Yugoslavia Cannot Speak on 


behalf of Yugoslav Priests 


The Association of Orthodox priests in Yugoslavia has passed a res0e 
lution denying the right to Bishop Dionysius, Bishop Nikolaij Velimirovitch and 
Bishop Irenaeus Georgevitch - who are living outside the country - to speak on 


behalf of Yugoslav priests. uePeO. Geneva 
CHINA North China Christian Federation Formed 


Bishop Z.T. Kaung of the idethodist Church in China has been appointe 
ed chairman of the executive committee of the North China Christian Federation, 
The executive committee, which held its first meeting in Peiping, also named the 
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Reve >.H. Wang, pastor of the North China Congregational Church in Peiping, 
executive secretary, 


The major purpose of the Federation, a new group that took the name 
of a pre-war organisation, is "to join North China Churches and missions together 
in a united front", Federation activities will "include social service work and 


evangelism", oeP.o. Geneva 
JAPAN Chapels for Japan's Leprosery 


American Christians have been asked to help in the construction of 
five chapels for the Government leper colonies of Japan. The request was 
transmitted to the American Mission to Lepers recently by the "Kozensha!" (Christ- 
ian Committee for Leprosy Work in Japan). 


There are approximately 1250 Christians in Japan's ten Government- 
supported leproseria, which before the war had an aggregate population of about 
6,0LU persons. Of their ten organised Christian congregations, five are in urgent 
need of church buildings as a centre for their Christian life. 


The American Mission to Lepers has at once voted acceptance of the 


Kozensha's request for aid, HP .S-Geneva 
GHRWANY Call by the svangelical Church to the Parliamentary 
Council 


Through its Deputy Chairman, the Bishop of Hanover, Dr Lilje, the 
Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany has conveyed to the Parliamentary 
Council meeting in Bonn a memorandum from the Fvangelical Church regarding parent~ 
al rights and the educational problen. “If the State', runs this declaration, 
"claims the right to settle the whole educational system by its own unlimited 
powers, this is tantamount to a totalitarian conception of the State, Not only 
would every Christian father, unable to allow responsibility for his children to 
pass to any earthly authority, be obliged to combat such a conception, but every 
Christian too. The Evangelical Church's answer to every manifestation of this 
kind of total conception of the State can only be a decisive No... 


"We are not unaware that the compromise proposed in Bonn leaves open 
the possibility of a solution in the various provinces which would fulfil the re- 
quirements of Christian responsibility. If we are prepared to meet the suggest- 
ed solution with confidence, it can only be in the expectation that the legisla-— 
tion of the forthcoming provincial constitutions will justify our confidence", 


The declaration emphasises that parental responsibility and the 
demands arising therefrom cannot be made up for by any regulation of the educa- 
tional problen carried out by fluctucting parliamentary majorities - especially 
when, as sometimes, these majorities furnish but scanty bases for far~reaching 
decisions of this nature. 


"Education is the very sphere which no attempt at totalitarian organ- 
isation should be allowed to affect. We should be neglecting our duty to Church 
and State were we to abandon, in principle, this field." Ee? .S.Geneva 
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GERuwANY . The German Mission Work in the Future 


The Chairman of the German Evangelical Mission Council, Prof, Freytag, 
recently discussed in London with Dr Charles Ranson, of New York, General Secretary 
of the International Missionary Council, the form to be taken by German mission 
work in the future. 


In an interview given, on his return to Hamburg, to the Evangelical 
Press Service, of Bethel, Bielefeld, Prof, Freytag said that German missionary 
societies would in future be included in the designations for the employment of 
I.M.C. assistance, A proposal had been submitted from Chine that wenty German 
missionaries should return to that country in the course of the present year. 
In addition, German missionaries were needed to work in missionary societies of 


other countries, RePo.o.Geneva 
GERMANY Conversations between Chuxch and Communist Party 


At the invitation of the Ecclesiastical and Theological Study Fellow- 
ship of the Palatinate, a discussion was recently held in Kaiserslautern between 
representatives of the Confessing Church and of the Communist Party Secretariat 
for the province of the Rhenish Palatinate, 


It is stated in this connection in the ivangelical Press Service 

(March 7) of Bethel, Bielefeld, "The discussion, which was characterised by com- 
plete frankness and loyalty, dealt with such fundamental and topical problems as 
the police State, the unity of Germany, the Marshall Plan, atomic control and the 
kinszenty case, It was particularly striking to note what considerable signifi- 
cance, as regards clarification of the situation, was attached to the "Pronounce- 
ment by the National Fraternal Council of the Confessing Church on the political 
road before the German nation" (see #.P.S. No. 31, 1947). 


Those taking part agreed to continue the discussion, taking as their 


theme "The Church and the Present Political Situation", iePeS.-Geneva 
FRANCE 25th Anniversary of the Russian S.C Ml. 


_ im Enigration 

The Russian Student Christian Movenent7is now looking back on twenty- 
five years of life. It has been a great centre for Orthodox life among the younger 
generation, and at the same time it played a remarkable réle in ecumenical rela- 
tionships through the World's Student Christian Federation, In this connection, 
and also in order to emphasise to the outside world its ecclesiastical character, 
&@ series of public lectures is taking place in Paris, delivered in Russian and 
dn French, The themes dealt with are "Russia and Orthodoxy" (Prof. W, Zenkovski), 
"The Church's Judgment on the {jorld" (Father I. Melia), "The Abundance of the 
Church and the Indigence of Christians" (S.S. Verchovski), and "The Gifts of the 
Church" (A. Schmemann). 


In the first number of the Russian S.C.M. periodical "The Messenger", 
how reappearing after a long interval, which is devoted to the tweuty~five years! 
existence of the Russian Student Movement, the editorial introduction states, 

"Our organ of information, which is intended to throw light on questions and subs 
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jects of concern to our members, is not desirous of holding aloof either from 
the fellowship of the Russian’ Church or from the Christian world as a whole. It 
will, therefore, deal as far as possible also with general problems of ecclesia- 


stical and Christian life’. BoP.5.Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN Statement by the Archbishop of Ca terbury on 


the Dean of Canterbury 
The following statement is issued by the Archbishop of Canterbury: 


"In December 1947 I found it nocessary %o issue a statement dissociating 
myself from the political opinions and activities of the Dean of Canterbury . 
None the less it has recently been supposed by many people in Canada and the 
U.S.A. during the Dean's visit to those countries that he speaks for the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury or with his approval. I therefore repeat that the supposi- 
tion is entirely incorrect. In his public utterances upon current affairs the 
Dean speaks, and indeed claims to speak only for himself, and. not at all for me 
or for the Chapter of Canterbury Cathedr:1 or for the Church of England, It is 
amatter of great regret that the Dean should advocate views which are so in- 
sensitive to the true facts of the situation. 


"Since it is frequently asked why the Dean is not removed from his office 
because of his opinions, I must say first that for removal from office the law 
reqiires trial and conviction in some civil or ecclesiastical court and that the 
Dean has not rendered himself liable to a charge in either court, Secondly in 
this country we greatly vaJue the right to freedom of speech and the law is slow 
to curtail it, even when it proves inconvenient, irksome or hurtful, Its sup- 
pression is one of the grave charges against those totalitarian and police states 


which enjoy the Dean's confidence!’ , EeP.S.-Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN Prayers for Greece 


On March 20th, the Greek “ndependence Day, there will be special prayers 
in all the Churches of Greece (see E.P.S., No. 10). At this occasion the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury has isswed the following statement: 


"The state of affairs in Greece is very serious. The towns are crowded 
with refugees, now approaching a million in number, and there is great hunger and 
distress. This has been a great strain on the people and there is much unhappi- 
ness and misery. 


"The nation-wide prayer for God's help will be led by the Archbishop of 
Athens. In the bitter agony of their suffering, the Greek people call for spirit- 
ual help from their British brethren, and I feel sure that on March 20th great 
numbers of Christians in this coumtry will desire to add their prayers to those 
of their fellow Christians in Greece". E.P.S.Geneva 


GERMANYs- The number of students at the Church College in Berlin rose during the 
winter semester of 1948-49 to 372. This increase is in part due to the limited 
quotas of students now being accepted by the six theological faculties of the East 
German Universities. In all, some 400 students are at present studying at these 
six faculties; the total number required for Berlin and the Eastern Zone is, 
however, 1,800. ie. «S.Geneva 
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Revised Calendar of Ecumenical Meetings in 1949 
Cancelling that Published in EPS No.9 


March 2-8 Ecun, Institute "Evangelism in the Modern World" 
16-21 " Study Conference on Press 
17=22 Bex Annual Conference of the Reconstruction Depart=- 
ment of the World Council of Churches 
24-3 Ecun. Institute "The Church and the Jewish People" (in colla- 
boration with the International Committee on 
the Christian Approach to the Jews) 
April 1-4 r "The Church and Politics" (in collaboration with 
the Study Depart. of World Council of Churches) 
S=12 " “The Meaning of Work" 
21-27 . . Conference of I,eaders of J.aymen's Institutes 
and Groups 
21-29 Northampton Conference of European Leaders of Church Youth 
29-May 4 Ecum. Institute "Men and Women in Industry" 
May 9-June 2 " Youth Leaders! Course 
June 8-24 " Study Course for Ministers 
| 13-18 Greenwich, Conn. Council of United Bible Societies 
20-27 Geneva Executive Committee World's Y./.C.A. 
28-July 6 Oxford Conference of Study Department of World Council 
duly 4-12 Mainau Executive Committee of World Alliance of YMCAs 
— 4x25 Ecum, Institute Study Course for Theological Students 
6-9 Chichester Executive Committee World Council of Churches 
9-15 " Central Committee World Council of Churches 
9-Sept.3 Ch&taigneraie Study Course World's Y.W.C.A. 
16-19 Oxford Executive Committee Lutheran World Federation 
16-20 Chichester Continuation Committee on Faith and Order 
16-23 Lausanne World Christian Youth Commission 
25-29 " Committee of Youth Department of World Council 
of Churches 
28-August 5 Ecum,Institute "The Meaning of History" (in collaboration with 
World's Student Christian Federation) 
August 9~22 Whitby, Canada General Committee of Worid's Student Christian 
: Federation 
10-25 Ecum, Institute "The Christian in Education" 
31-Sept.5 " "Christianity in Art" 
Sept. 9-15 " Conference of Members of the Medical Profession 
| Octob, 14-Nov.7 " Course for Missionaries on Furlough 


| 
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and Christian movements. It 1s therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 
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Ecumenical Reconstruction Conferences 
The Challenge to the Churches 


Seventy-one Church leaders representing Austria, Belgium, Britain, Czetho= 
Slovakia, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Italy, The Netherlands, Norway, 
Sweden, Switzerland, The United States and the Orthodox Church community in 
Paris, attended a five-day conference of the World Council of Churches Recon= 
struction Department's secretaries at Bex, Switzerland, from March 17 to 22, 
to discuss the spiritual problems underlying the work of reconstruction and 
inter-church aid in various aspects. 


The main theme of the conference was the task of the Church and the mobi- 
lisation of the parish for that purpose; Considered were such aspects as the 
European problém, the situation in Asia, the problems of Evangelism, the Wit- 
ness of Laymen, health and scholarships provision; the problem of refugees and 
the problem of youth, and a symposium on our part in the task of the Church. 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft, the General Secretary of the World Council of Churches, 
Speaking on the subject "How will Europe be able to fulfil its own definite 
mission in the world today?, saids "A unity inspired by external pressure rather 
than one which has grown up from inside may easily become the wrong kind of 
unity which might destroy the essential elements of the European heritage, The 
question is not alone whether Europe will live, but to what purpose it will live, 
The role of the Church is to call Europe forward to a God-given spiritual 
mission and ultimately to point both East and West to a third wey," 


The task of the Church, Dr. Visser 't Hooft pointed out, is to find out 
where this work at the foundationsis being done and to help as much as we can. 
He concluded, ‘That is why our task is not mcvrely a task of post-war rehabilita- 
tion. That is why the most impcrtant job is still before us.... That is also 
why our task must be performed ecumenically « for in this cause all Christian 
Churches are challenged together", 


‘ 


‘ 
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Speaking on the Witness of Laymen, Dre Laszlo Makkai, Professor of History 
at Budapest University, who is studying’in Switzerland, said that the idea of 
laymen to be found in the Bible, namely, as people of God, has been lost sight 
of and laymen have tco often been regarded as the unspecialised and the ignorant. 
In view of the progress of secularise‘:ion in the modern wrid the Church cannot 
fulfil its mission without the mobilisation of the laity, In the confrontation 
with Christian laity with the modern world there needs to be a three-fold cons 
version ~ to Christ, to the Church and to the wrid. 


The Rev. KeHoTing; who worked with the Student Christian M vement in Shanghai 
during the war and who has joined the World Student Christian Federation staff 
in Geneva, described as symptoms of vigour among Asian Christians the development 
of autonomous Chusch life and of missionary enterprise undert.ken by the younger 
Churches in neighbouring countries, It was important, he said, not to romanti- 
cise the Asian Church, which had its weakness, and the counsel and cooperation 
of missic:aries in that Continent was greatly appreciated, 


Whether the Chinese Church would survive revolutionary changes in the social 
situation depended not on the efforts of its members but on God's purposes; The 
Communists, perhaps for reasons of expediency, were tolerating Church life, ‘at 
any rate, continued Mr, Ting, for the present. It was important, therefore, to 

strengthen evangelism so as to be able to meet on their own ground tired revolutions 
aries when the later phase of disillusionment occurred, Disinterested recor tructe 
ion wrk, - feeding the hungry without expecting from them a profession of faith 
(which would only create "rice Christians") was essential to the Church in order 
to prevent people from cynically concluding that men can live by bread alone. 


Spokesmen’ of churches including the Rev. Wayland Zwayer of Church Worl 
Service (USA), the Rev. L.W.Harland of Christian Reconstruction in Europe (Britain), 
the Rev. He Johansson of Sweden and Pastor Helistern of Switzeriand, reaffirmed the 
need to help fulfil the spiritual needs by practical support of the Worid Council 
of Churches! programme of reconstruction and inter-church aid. 


In the discussion which ensued emphasis was laid on the fact that the real 
task does not Jie in rebuilding only, but rather “enewing the life and spirit of 
the churches ‘in Evrope and in other countries, and that this involves the most 


intimate kind of sharing wmderlying inter-church aids E.P.S, Geneva 
“USA The Churches and the Atlantic Pack 


A National Study Conference on "the Churches and World Order", sponsored by 
the Federal Council!s Department of International Justice and Goodwill has been 
held at Cleveland, The Conference was attended by 465 officially appointed 
delegates of 48 denominations and allied bodies. A message to the Churches on 
"Moral Responsabilitiy and United States Power" was adopted, This message was 
Considered and adopted on March 15, by the Executive Committee cf the Federal 
Gouncil of Churches of Christ and the following telegramme was sent to President 
Truman, Secretary of State Acheson, and Seaators Connally and Vandenberg, con~ 
Cerning the Atiantic Pacts 


mf 
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"The Executive Committee of the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ 
in America today approved the message of the National Conference on the Churches 
and World Order, which stated in regard to regional pacts. quotes: | 


Sincé'the foundation for a universal structure of law and order is still 
inadequate. the United States can properly join its political power with that 
of other nations in such regional pacts as are authorized and encouraged by 
the United Nations Charter. Regional pacts can add to the total of common se~ 
curity if they are genuinely within the universal framework of the United Nations ; 
if they are based upon a natural community of interest and are in fact designed 
and operated to preserve and to promote the general welfare of participating 
nations. Such pacts can on the other hand add to insecurity if their wrds 
conceal what is essentially a military alliance which might validly appear to 
others to be aggressivee We do not take a position with regard to the proposed 
pact because its final text is not now available to us and because there is no 
opportunity for this Conference to study its principles and consider its implicat- 
ions.. We do call upon the United States S iate not to take final action on this 
pact until the American people have had opportunity to gain full understanding 
of its meaning.! E.P.9. Geneva 


USA Declaration on Religious Freedom 

The Executive Committee of the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ 
in America adopted March 15, 1949 the following ‘Declaration on Religious Free 
dom’; 


The evidence coming from several areas in Europe makes it Cclear«that there 
is a systematic attack upon “hurches by Communist~controlled governmmats. Al~ 
though there may be no overt persecution of Christians for the profession of 
their private faith or for religious worship, it is plain that totalitarian 
stdes under Communist domination aré determined to prevent the Churches from 
having any influence in public life. In the light of recent developments in 
Hungary, Bulgaria,and elsewhere the design of these states to bring the Churches 
into su’:servience is no longer open to doubt. 


The methods adopted by one totalitarian regime or another in achieving 
this design include preventing the Churches from maintaining schools for the 
religious education of their children, banning Christian youth movements or 
sharply circimscribing their activities, eliminating or controlling Christian 
publications, forcing strong church leaders out of their positions and supplanting 
them with submissive personalities, and isolating the Churches from fellowship 
and contact with Churches in other lands. While these objectives may not be 
openly avowed, they are pursued by such devious means as public trials on such 
technical charges as manipulating the currency, black marketing and espionage. | 


The attack of the Communist-controlled governments is directed against -all 
forms of organized religion which refuse to be tools of a secular policy. AlL 
the Churches are involved in the defents of a rightful religious freedom as over 
against the pretensions of the totalitarian state. They must stand together in 
resisting, in such ways as are appropriate to the Church, every attempt of a gods 
less political regime to curtail or to destroy the influence of religion. 
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In bearing this united testimony and standing together in a common pro= 
test we must guard against a blind emotion or a heedless hysteri& which 
might seek to defend the Church through resort to war, It would be wholly 
illusory to suppose that the present tensions could be relaxed by such a 
method. — 


Our witness on behalf of basic religious. freedom is not limited to the 
states which are under Communist domination. There is also a totalitarianism 
of a Fascist type which is hostile to religious freedom. States which profess 
to be defending the rights of religion may in practice be denying those rights 
by their’treatment of minority groups. We cannot be silent about the fact that 
in Spain, the Argentine and elsewhere there are today grievous abridgements of 
religious freedom. In championing religious freedom we mean freedrm from Com 
ercion by any earthly power, whether political or ecclesiastical, that assumes 
the prerogative of God and attempts to control the conscience of the individual. 


We do not know the facts of the situation in the Communist~controlled 
countries well enough to justify us in fully evaluating the acts of our Christ- 
ian brethren who are passing through a terrible ordeal. We Can, however, have 
&@ confident trust that in every country there will be a faithful remnant who 
_ under all circumstances of conflict will choose to obey God rather t han men 
and who will not compromise their Christian convictions. 


It is out of such fidelity to the Word of God in the face of hardship 
and danger that the Christian Church in other ages has survived attack and had 
its spiritual vitality renewed. The greatest service which we can render to 
hardpressed Christians in many countries is to stand beside then ina fellow 
ship of the spirit and to pray that they may be svetained by the Divine assurance 
that the faithfulness will not be in vain. 


The thréat which the Churches confront in other lands is a ringing call 
to Christians, in lands that are still free, to redouble their efforts in be~ 
half of social justice and human rights. It is in the soil of misery and in- 
justice that Communism thrives, For Christians to struggle constantly to 
establish both freedom and justice for all people, remembering especially 
the poorest and the most oppressed, is to strengthen the Church for its most 


effective witness in the world today. E.P.S, Geneva 
CANADA Anglicans, United Churchman 


continue Reunion Discussions 


An amouncement that "we are making progress" has been the only official 
word received from a 30-man joint committee of clexgymen and laymen meeting 
at Toronto to discuss reunion of the Church of England in Canada and the 
United Church of Canada. 


Reunion negotiations began in 1943 when the General Synod of the Church 
of England invited other religious bodies to discuss the possibilite<'of such 
action, The United Church accepted, but the Presbyterians, Baptists, and other 
Protestant denominations declined the invitation. . 
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It is hoped now that when the General Synod of the Church of England meets 
in Halifax next September there may be recommendations for definite action. 


Reunion proposals will be oonsidered.. finally by a commission of 60 man bers 
by the Anglicans and the United Church. Two years agO, a proposal for a 
"mutually acceptable ministry was approved by the 3o-man joint committee 


and sent to congregations for siudy. E.P.S. Geneva 
JAPAN Can a clergyman be a member of Communist Party? 


The United Church of Christ in Japan (Kyodan) has prepared a statement 
#ddressed to all its members stressing that Christianity and Communism "cane 
not be harmonized", 


Signed by Dra Michio Kozaki, the Church's moderator, the statement was 
drawn up by district leaders of the Kyodan attending a threeeday retreat at 
Tanoura near Tokyo. 


Church leaders felt called upon to issue the statement after the Rev. 
Sakae Akaiwa, a Tokyo clergyman, spoke in favour of a Communist candidate 
at the recent general election, 


fhe cle-gyman announced that he was considering joining the Communist party. 


Kyodan headquarters received many inquiries asking if the clergyman would 
be permitted to retain his pastorate if he officially became a Communist. 


In their statement, the Church leaders expressed hope that the clergyman 
"would realize his mistaken decision as soon as possible, and revoke it", 


The statement asserted that "Christianity and Communism are so different 
from each othe in essence and the principles of action that they cannot be 


harmonized", E.P.S, Geneva 
CHINA - A Christian Socialist Village 


A group of ‘Chinese refugees are building a model Christian socialist village 
at P'ing Xao, near Hanghow, The moving spirit behind the project is H.C, Maa, 
secretary of the East China Christian Education Association. He started the 
project after refugees from Shantung began pouring into Shaghai, He believes 
that if the experiment works "it may be the Christian answer to Communism", 


A gift of 600 bags of flour from the China branch of Church World Service 
provided funds to help them to startdhe refugees themselves, a selected group 
of 58 heads of families, were each required to contribute three to five silver 
dollars as an indication of their interest and faith in the project. When com. 
pleted, the village will be a community of 250. There are thirty persons 
among them who already are Christians, and all the others have pledged themselves 
to receive Christian training. All have renounced personal ambitions ard have 
agreed to share everything. ~ E.P.S. Geneva 
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GERMANY Pastor Niemdller refuses the Title of By shop 
———— ee nen esata “te 


At the Constituting synod of the Evangelical Church in Hesse and Nassau 
their leader, President Martin Niemoller, stated that he was opposed to the 
idea of conferring the title of "Bishop' on the leading dignitary of the 
Landeskirche (i.e. himself), The present title "Kirchenprdsident" was more 
Suitable, "because it safeguarded the leadership of the Church against mise 
understanding in the clerical sense", 


In the discussion Pastor Njemdller reminded the synod that Pastor von 
Bodelschwingh had previously opposed the title of "Reichsbischof! md had 
proposed that of "Reichsdiakon" instead. The renunciation of the episcopal 
Cross and title could be understood as a''sincere sign of repentance for the 
past and also for the present", 


The synod finally rejected the title of Bishop by 116 votes to 20, and 


retained the title of "Kirchenprdsident!', E.P.S, Geneva 
SWITZERLAND . The Ecumenical Task in the 


Reformed Churches of Switzerland 
pat rela ea Mal hl, ec Mla chacbecbntic ten 


On March 14th the recently formed "Kirchlich-Theologische Arbeitsge~ 
meinschaft dér Schweiz" (Theological Association of Switzerland) made a public 
announcement, for the purpose of taking up the debaks between the Swiss 
churches in the spirit of the Amsterdam Assembly. 400 theologians and an 
impressive number of non=theologians had assembled in Zurich-Wipkingen, in 
order to discuss "the ecumenical task in the Reformed Churches of Switzerland", 
Professor Karl Barth (Basle), who gave the introductory address, stated that — 
"the World Council is faced by a task" and that "this same task is incumbent 
upon Swiss churches, because they belong to the Oekumene.tt 


The esséntial question, "the problem of church unity' is tithe question 
of the faith, the ¢onfession and the nature of the Church", This had become 
clear in Amsterdam, where the question on this point "had been different and 
more central than at Stockholm in 1925", 


"Are the Swiss churches even today closer +t. the spirit of Stockholm?! 
asked Karl Barth. The problem of the division of the churches existed also 
in Switzerland, not as an appeal to the feelings, not as an appeal to the 
millions to embrace, The World Council was "not a religious society of perspns; 
but an association of Christian churches", 


"There are churches", Barth continued, “which are so certain of the right+ 
ness of their own cause, that they think they ought to prohibit tmt repentant , 
open spirit which is absolutely essential to participation in ecumenical work, 
This involves the "question of tendencies"’ which reveals the divisions among 
the churches in all their bitterness. Real Christian Protestant Chirches covld 
not be created by ‘tturr.ing the clock back to the si:teenth Century" e 


If the churches of Switzerland embark on the task of ecumenism, they ‘are 
Called "to look forwards, not backit, As in the World Council of Churches, "the 
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first essential is that every church retains its own Character", so in the 
same way in Switzerland "the first essential is that every church retains 
its own character, A step forward might be achieved if the churches en» 
deavoured in future "to discuss things togéther and to listen to one another" 
~ and indeed "not primarily to one another, but to the message of Godel! 


Professor Emil Brunner (Zurich) replied "that he agreed with practically 
everything" that Professor Barth had said, "It was cheering that Professor’ 
Barth no longer adopted a critical attitude towards the ecumenical movement , 
but had become an effective cooperator in it.'' Even more important than "the 
creation of church unity" was the need for tthe individual churches to‘be = 
Come real churches". That was why thoy must conserve with one another, just 
as they were. This entailed "giving up all desire to dominate. Only if we 
have the spirit of humility can we carry on this conversation". Theological 
_ discussion is esséntial. But "if the ecumenical movement had not begun with 
practical matters, there would be no Oekumene today". E.P.S, Gn eva 


Beunenical In-titute in Rossoy; 


Study Conference on the Press 


23 répresentatives of secular ard religious newspapers in Belgium, Britain, 
Denmark, France, Germany, India, The Netherlands, Switzerland, Sweden and the 
United States took part in the Study Conference on problems of the Press, 
which was held at the Ecumenical Institute, Bossey, near Céligny, Switzere 
land, from March 16th - 21st. 


Me Albert Finet, Editor (Directeur) of "Réformet, France, presented the 
theme: "How can the prophetic task of the Christian in the Press be made exe 
plicit and how can real guidance be given?" and he related the problem of dis- 
interested commentary on contemporary events to the insights of Holy Scripture 
as the mirror of eternal truth in which the significance not only of the past 
but also of history in the making is reflected. 


M. P-LeBret, Editor in Chief (Directeur en Chef) of 'l'Agence France 
Presse (the French Newsagency) addressed the Conference on "The Problem 
of accurate information and its implications" and he analysed in detail the 
methods by which the bare facts (faits bruts) of news, free from commentary, 
could be provided to newspapers by the conscientious newsagency. 


Mre Ae Sfrensen (Denmark) who edited an underground resistance naper during 


the German occupation of Denmark, spoke on "How can the Church use her influence 


to safeguard the freedom of the Press and help to foster a deeper feeling of 
responsibility in the world of the Press?". Mr. Sfgrensen then enumarated tthe 
four freedoms of the Press, ~- freedom from dictatorship, freedom from what he 
termed the "lowest common denominator! among the reading public, freedom 
from economic difficulties and freedom from prejudice, 
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In the discussion which ensued the sociological factors influencing both 
the Press and the potentialities for true dem'cracy in various countries 
was keenly debated. 


The members of the Conference then broke up into two commissions 
and presented recommendations to the final plenary session. 


The first commission requested the World Council of Churches to 
put the editors participating in this Conference and others interested 
in the ecumenical idea, in touch with contributors qualified to provide 
documented’articles on tke different aspects of the religious, political, 
economical, sovial and cultural life of their countries. The World 
Cpuncil, it was pointed out during the discussion, was not asked to 
assume responsibility for such information but rather to leave to the 
editors concerned the initiative in utilizing the contacts so established, 


The second commission considered the question of revijering the 
religious press more understandable to the general reader and also in 
making the Christian message more available to the general Presse 


It was suggested that the Ecumenical Institute should include in 
its programmé for future years further study conferences on the problems 


of the Press, E.P.S,. Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN Gift to Oxford University 


Oxford University has been given an endowment of £42,000 for a 
professorship of Eastern religion and ethics, intended to promote 
interest in the religions and ethical systems of the Easte The ens 
dowment was madé ''to promote close understanding" between the w wd!s 


great religions, E.P.S. Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN Pastor Nieméller speaks in an English Prison 


During his stay in England, Pastor Niendller was invited by the 
City of Oxford to address the students in several of the Colleges. 
Before leaving Oxford he also visited the prison, Jst the request of 
the prison ~ chaplain, he gave a religious talk to the prisoners, 

E.P.S, Geneva 
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the WORLD’S YOUNG WOMEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION 
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the WORLD COUNCIL OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
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The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service 1s to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the Churches 
and Christian movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 
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USA The Churches and World Order 


The National Study Conference on the Churches and World Order, 
which met at Cleveland, Ohio, from March 8-11, drew up a Message which was 
approved by the Executive Committee of the Federal Council of the Churches 

_ of Christ in America on March 15, (See also EPS No.12) This National Study 
Conference on the Churches and World Order concentrated its attention on the 

_ moral use of United States power, "the possession of such power involving 
great moral hazards and fateful consequences for the world. To use this power 
rightly requires the moral and spiritual insight which is derived from the 
Christian faith", 


From this message we quote the section dealing with "The Special 
Task of the Churches"; 


"During recent years the Churches have helped to make Clear what 
Christian principles mean in terms of the actual problems Christians face as 
citizens. Today the moral climate in thé United States is more favorable to 
international co-operation. As a people, we have abandoned political isolation. 
We have shared in establishing a world organisation and are supporting ite We 
hae abandoned economic isolation, We are employing a larger measure of our 
material resources to help those who are weak. We have resisted the assumption 
that war is inevitable. Ip all this the Churches have had a creative part. 


"Today more than ever it is an urgent and continuing mission of 
our Churches to sharpen the sense of moral obligation, to mitigate national 
pride and pretention, to urge our people to a steadfast exercise of our en= 
larged responsibilities. 


'AS we encounter those who would make national interests the end 
of our action, we shall preach the Majesty of God under whose sovereignty we 
are called upon to build a more inclusive community of mankind, 
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Disciples of Christ, Nazarenes, Episcopalians, Lutherans, Pentecostals, and 
_ Seventh-day iyenidetse BePeS» Geneve 


liIn opposition to those who would seek to solve om: problems merely 
by increasing our military power or by resting our security upon a monopoly of 
atomic weapons, we shall insist that our security rests in a more perfect mut- 
ual support of all freedom-loving peoples and in healing the breach between the oy 
two worids. a | 


‘tAs against all who increase the tensions of our world by hysteria ‘ara 
and hatred, induced by vain conceptions of our own virtues, we will seek to ra ha | 
preserve a sense of humility, remembering that in God's sight we are all in nse | 
need of His mercy, ae 


"qf America's leadership is to deserve the confidence of the world, 
it must be characterised by'a righteous and dynamic faith, No people is very 
great, even in wrdly terms, without a faith, and nothing would be more dangers — 
ous than to have the present material power of” our nation employed carelessly, — 
detached from the guiding direction of a policy basew uponrighteous faith, 


"By both w rd and deed we must cultivate a faith which provides a 

serene courage amidst the insecurities of our day. There is no simple resolu . 
tion of our complex responsibilities, Our generation is destined to live in Gi | 
the midst of uncertainty and turmoil. In such a world we deciare that God ns 
rukes. We are not doomed to chaos. We are labourers together with God, and ier 
with Him all things are possible", EoPoSe Geneva || 

7 
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PUERTO RICO Anniversary of Pserto Rican Missi ons 


The three-day celebration commemorating the fiftieth anniversary 
of Protesta:14 mission work in Puerto Rico (See EPS No- 7) culminated in a mass- 
meeting in San Juan, where more than 50,000 persons attended. Delegations from Mf | 
the 77 municipalities of the island attended, al 
i 


Dr. Angel Archilla Cabrera, superintendent in Puerto Rico for the 
Presbyterian Church in the USA, delivered the principal address to the meeting, — 
He traced the religious history of Puerto Rico from 1860 to 1899 when'the first Oeral| 
organised Protestant mission group settled on the island. Until 1899, Roman : 
Catholicism was the only faith tolerated in Puerto Rico; "sinse then we have 
enjoyed freedom of religion", | 


Dr. William Stanley Rycroft, of New York, secretary of the Committee 
for Cooperation in Latin Ameri¢a, outlined the development of Protestantism in 
those countries where, he said, "we do not have the liberties you have in als. 
Puerto Ricol', 


Notropolitan churzhes sponsoved a separate rally in connection with — 
the observance ‘on the steps of the Capitol. This rally was attended by some 
16,000 personS, Among those taking part in the celebraticn were Methodists, 
Presbyterians, Raptist,s Evangelical United Brothren, Congregaticnalists, 
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INDIA Christian Theology 


a In the "International Review of Missions" (April 1949), Dre AeJde 

_ Appasamy, Archdeacon of Palamcottah, surveys the cutlook for Christian theology 
_ in India at this vital moment in the country's historye A summary of this 
article gives the following points: 


The "vigorous and widespread interest in the culture of India 

which is becoming apparent may well be expected, he maintains, to influence 

the course of theological thought in the Indian Church and to increase the 
- number of Indian Christian thinkers seelsing to state Christian doctrine in 
_ terms of Indian thought. Thoughtful Indian Christians have ling recognised 
that Christian traditions and ideals must be related to the philosophical and 
religious background of India. Hence the necessity to recognise and meet the 
_ urge in the Indian soul for solitude as an indispensable factor in the religious 
life. 


. Nevertheless, community experience, in the Holy Spirit, is no less 

_ vital as a Church grows as a corporate organism. Hinduism affords an example 

_ ‘tof the weakness in any religion which does not accept the authority of common 
councils and ecclesiastical authorities who set up standards of orthodoxy in 
matters of doctrine". "Training in meditation, contemplation and prayer calls 
for greater attention" in the Christian Church in India as the leadership passes 
_ into Indian hands. "Our missionary teachers.. have taught us methods of pubs 
_ lic worship and ways of intensive Bible study... But they have not ‘iaught us 
how to meditate on the Word of Ged until it begins to shine with its real 


he. Ae oe 
a ope atesae 


_ meaning." EoPoSe Geneva 
CHINA Communists and Christian Missions 

> es LE 2 POOLS SIG EL A LTE LEO LE EDT OE TELE, 

- 


x According to news received in Shanghai from a mission in Communttste 
_ held territory and reported by Religious News Service, New York,the hospital 
and the two schools of the mission go on working. 


ii "On one occasion representatives of the Communist authorities called 
to investigate the hospital... They refused to take tea and indulged in none of 

_ the civiliies with which official visits usvally begin in China. They got 

_ straight to the point and asked a series of questions as to the size of the 

_ staff, salaries paid, how medicines wére cbtained, how much money was received 

_ each month, how deficits were made up, and the location of mission headquarters 
FA id China, 


We answered frankly and freely", writes the missionary, "and in 


Beccwar to the question, "What is your object in running this hospital?tt we got | 


in a little propaganda of our om. We told then, "We are also here to liberate 
the peoples the'sick by healing, the iiliterate by education, and those shackled 
_ by superstition, by the Gospel of God", " 


a When the mission sclwols were re~opsned after the mid-winter holie 
day, the Communist authorities banned the teaching of religion and ordered that 
the Boy Scout troop be dissolved. Students pebitioned for reliczione teaching 
Possibly after school hours and such teaching is being o*vine 
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_ "Churches have been little affected'by the changeover. At evangelistic ser— 
vices held on Chinese New Year's day, the churches were thronged and some Come 
__-munist officials were among those who attended. Officials simply inform pa~ 
_ stors that church buildings will be used at a specified hour for public meet 
_ ings but except in one instance this has caused no difficulty. 

ie 


myhen told that a shurch was wanted for a meeting on Sunday morning, 
| the Chinese pastor informed the authorities that it was not available because 
_ church services were to be held. His firmmess won him his point, 


: "The mission receives a stream of visitors, most of them soldiers, 
_ asking "thousandstt of questions about the United States, The great number of 
visitors seer+: trying, at first, but the missionary realised it was an 
opportunity and now sits down with them and tries to tell them all they want 


; to know. E.P.S, Geneva 
; YUGOSLAVIA Reported “evolutions of Orthodox Clergy 


A meeting of the Union of Orthodox Clergy of Yugoslavia was held 
early in March at Belgrade (see EPS Noell). According to "Church Timest! 
(London, March 25), there were about 250 priests present from all over the 
country, together with menbers and officials of the government. ‘Romm Catho— 
lics were represented by a priest of Croatia and two of Slovenia. The Arch 
priest Vitomir Vidakovic presided. 


The meeting elected its committeesand adopted its rules. These allow 
for branches of the Union to be set up in the various republics in the Federal 
People's Republic of Yugoslavia. The meeting affrmed its desire to work in 
Collaboration with the new state and for its priests to be "truly the people's 
Clergy". i 


A resolution was passed outlining the action to be taken by the Union, 
_ whose aims are "in the first place to assemble all the people's clergy in ‘the 
4 Union, ahd to unite all the active forces of the people's Orthodox Church, 

_ Secondly, to stablise conditions in the people's Orthodox Church, to remove 

_ all errors among the clergy and to get rid of the old habits which today 
seriously hinder the solution of many important questions in the constructiva 
work of the Church", 


_ dox clergy will help the people's efforts to create better conditions for the 
wrking people of Yugoslavia by taking an active part in the popular front 
and in the other people's mass organisations. The people's clergy must caree 


j 
7 Regarding political action, the resolution states: "The people's Orthos 
¢ 
- 
‘ 


_ fully guard the great results of the heroic people's struggle for liberty, 
_ specially the power, the liberty and the equality of the people." 


. The resolution concludes by saying that "the people's ekergy wish to’ 
_ undertake these duties in accordance with the teahing of the Orthodox Church, 
_ with the canonical and apostolic rules, and in the spirit of its traditi ONS y 

guarding the purity of orthodoxy and the episcopal character and unity of the 
people's Church,'" E.P.S. Geneva | 
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NEW Z"ALAND . New Zealand's Report on Amsterdam hae 
Ss New Zealand Churches were represented at Amsterdam by a team of ey 
‘17 people. The New Zealand popular report "Amsterdam 1948" by the Rev. Rey 
“Alan A. Brash, published in October 1948, = a 50 page document » has sold rea 
nearly 4000 copies. The National Council of Churches organised a series of ae 
72 special services and meetings at whichteams of delegates reported. | ins 
415,000 people attended these gatherings, 1200 bought Amsterdam literature, Ree 
_ and many more heard some or all of the various broadcasts over the national 
’ broadcasting stations. E.P.S. Geneva 


FRANCE Congress of the French Federation | tae 
Ss of Christian Social Groups beet) 
Ss CLLEGE POLE RTE ae . ee 
is The Congress of the French Federation of Christian Social Groups 2, 


was held in the beginning of March in St. Etienne, It passed a series of 
_ resolutions regarding, in particular, the questions of French overseas terri- 
tories. 


es 


3 "In view of the fact that the Christian faith, demonstrated in ee 
‘Gistant lands by the missions and by the Younger Churches born of their wit~ Lao 
‘hess, emphasises the basic equality of all human creatures before God," the ae 
resolution states, "the Congress asks that the educational nature of the work Ne 


being done by the authorities of the mother~country be accentuated, in order ni 
that the peoples now being governed by these authorities may attain to full ee 
maturity." , ik | 
e The Congress wished to see "the official representatives of Proteste my 
‘antism set themselves up as advocates of a humane and generous policy, con Bau 
demning utterly all subtleties behind which may be Concealed forgetfulnéss 5 
02 flouting of promises made to the peoples of the overseas territories, and 
supporting any policy of cultural decentralisation likely to ensure university 
training on the spot for the best elements of the population, in contact with 
their own civilisations." 


x The Congress called for the creation of a French Union of a federal 
nature, in particular for Indo-China, It proposed the setting-up of a Christe 
dan Study Centre devoting itself to the examination of questions relating to 
overseas territories, "calling on organisations already in existence, the 
Paris Miss on Society, the Documentation Centre, the Protestant Youth Council, 

the Post Federation, the Christian Social Groups, and serving to put in con= y 
tact with one another all authorities, missionaries, officiais, local represen~ Wee 
tatives and colonists able to contribute to a dcumentation profitable to each 
of these groups." : 


Concerning the danger of war, the Congress declared that it "cone 

led all military agreements from whatever quarter which, under the pretext 
urthering the interests of peace, only increase the possibilitice of 
Ssion hy the two blocs." E.P.S, Geneva. 
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Prayer for all those suffering Persecution 


The Council of the Protestant Federation’ of France at i‘s meeting 


on March & called all the faithful to prayer for those suffering persecution 
at this time, 


. The Council was, states the appeal, "informed by its President, 

_ Pastor Marc Boegner, of certain disquieting facts indicating that in various 
parts of the world freedom to preach the Gospel is in grave peril, In Hungary 
- and Bukgaria, Church dignitaries, priests and pastors have been Condemned under 
| extremely perturbing conditions. A Bill to Idefend the Canonical. purity of the 
’ Bulgarian churches! forbids ‘any church or sect having its headquarters in 
_ another country to maintain branches in Bulgaria.' Only citizens ‘having © al 
_ proved themselves trustworthy! will be authorised to carry on an ecclesiastical 
_ ministry. In other countries it is officially announced that Christian youth | 
_ groups no longer have any valid reason for existence. 


Ae "In Spain," the appeal goes “a, "Protestants are unable to marry 
_ ilegally if they’were not bom Protessant, to worship by their own rites with 
_ out molestation, and to bring up their children as they wishe 


if "In South Africa, the mest highly~qualified representatives of 

_ the various Christian confessions have been unable to get any attention paid 
by the head of the Government to the protests of their churches against the 
_ racialism solemly condemned by the Ecumenical Assembly of Amsterdan, 


a At a time when some Christians are courageously striving to bear 
witness to their faith under singularly trying combinations of circumstm Ces, 
and when others are put to silence altogether, the Council of the Protestant 
Federation of France calls upon believers to unite in intercession for all 
those, of whatever confession, who because they wish to persevere in the 


Christian faith are undergoing sorrow and suffering yi E.P.S. Geneva 


x Among the contributicns to the latest volume of the "Periodical i 
of the Moscow Patriarchatet (Vol,11, 1948) are an article on the Ecclesiastical — oa 
Academy in Moscow, a sermon by Metropolitan Nicholas, an account of the last => 
General Assembly of the United Nations by Father A. Levitsky and an appraisal __ 

of the Moscow Church Council of July 1948 by Father We Spiller, of Bulgaria. 


cn. Fr. Levitsky, in his remarks headed "The Voice of Conscience" makes — 
_ the following ojo. "tions; "We Russian Churchmen are happy th c:t our peoplé, io 
‘which has once already saved the world from the horror of Fascism, is again, t 
“through its speakers, guarding that wrld against a repetition of such bloody _ is 
Aecatombs, and is striving to unite 211 ,rogressive-minded and democratic humen 
leings..." The witer is particularly impressed by the réle of the Church of ee Ns 
Moscow Patriarchate under these conditions, "What," he asks, "is impelling — 

lodox Churches (of the Balkans and the Near East) towards Moscow? What power 
us draws them towards us? What are they looking for? What are they striving | 
r? ‘Enriched by the experience of centuries, grown wise through the mighty 
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Bisttace of the past, the Russian Orthodox Church, in the love of John and © By, 
_ the steadfastness of Peter and the wisdom of the Apostle Paul, shines forth, . rai 
Beccder the guidance of its wise leader, the host Holy Patriarch Alexius, as ‘ene 
the brilliant light of Christ, to which all those of a progressive, democratic — ly 
and Christian mind feel thenselves drawn from beyond ovr frontiers," Renae 

a ey 
‘Fr, Spiller's article is a recognition of the ecumenical toality of Ma 

y "orthodoxy, which, he remarks, is running afresh through the Russian Orthodox ie 
Church today. After giving an account of the nature and structure of the Ore Bay 


’ thodox vhurch, which although divided into various provincial churches forms 

_ one united whole, the Church of Christ, Fr. Spiller goes on to describe'in some 
_ Getail the ecumenical movement and the World Council of Churches, Even, he 
says, if the Orthodox Church cannot, by reason of its own conception of the 

_ Church and of the "political" bck nomid of the ecumenical movement, actually 

_ take part in that movement, "this by no means excludes a certain interest in 

_ this expression of the lives of other clurches, which entails, so to speak, 

an eirenical relationship, the maintaining of a correct and pacific attitude 

_ towards. it." 


Fre Spiller! s article is to be specially considered in the next 
: “issue of the "Ecumenical Review', 


Russian Orthodoxy 


4 March 23 was the anniversary of the death of Nicolas Berdyaev, who 
played a prominent part in the history of Russian religious thought. The Paris 
_ weekly "Les Nouvelles Russes", in its issue of March 25, prints an article on 
--Berdyaev, ard quotes various European papers which deplored the loss ofthis 
_ extraordinary Christian philosopher't (see EPS Nr. 13/1948). The most widelyw 
differing people, writes "Les Nouvelles Russes," "understoad the significance 
. of Berdyaev's writings, Although he was very different from Western Europeans — 
vin his whole way of thought, he was somehow indispensable to them»... Catholics, ae 
Protestants and indeed all those with an interest in religion felt intellectual— 
Big and emotionally drawn to this Russian of the Orthodox faith... They felt 
that Berdyaev was a man with a mind in which every word and every thought’came — 
from the innermost core of his being... Berdyaev was a crusader for truth, who 
_ simply could not live without that truth, though it might bring him no profit, 
_ e+sBerdyaev did not look on freedom from its formalistic, legalistic sides 
to him it was a heavy responsibility and duty... So long as the cry to awake 
shall sound through the world, so long will the significance of Rerdyaev!s 
 life-work be known". E.P.S, Geneva 
rhs. 


The Bible in any Tongues 


r According to the latest figures (Dec-1948) the v.10]. “ihle has been ~ 

translated into 188 languages, the New Testament inte +3, one Gospel or other 

.e books in 585, and sections of the Bible|into 92, making a total of : 
S pe euaeee in which the Bible or some part of it have been published, 

: 1 E.P.S. Geneva . 
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The Church and the Jews 


The Ecumenical Institute at Bossey, near Geneva, in consulation with 
the International Commission for the Christian Approach to the Jews or.anised a 
‘study conference on "The Church and the Jews"! held at Bossey from March 24 to 30. 
This conference followed upon the decision of the imsterdam Assembly of Auzust 1948, 
when the World Council of Churches was formally constituted, to regard the problem 
of the relation of the Christian Church to the Jewish people as a subject of particul- 
ar concern to the Church, 


Twenty people with particular knowledge of this subject from Britain, 
France, Holland, Germany, Scotland, Sweden, Switzerland and the United States attend- 
ed the conference and heard theological aspects of the theme "The Church and the 
Jewish People in the Light of the Biblical liessage" presented by Professor K.-H. 
Rengstorff (Germany) and by the Rev. James Parkes (Britain), author of "Judaism and 
Christianity". The present situation of world Jewry was reviewed by Dr Uonrad 
Hoffmann of New York. The Rev. H.A.Leuner spoke’on "Zionism" ,and "Evangelism and 
Tolerance" was the subject of a paper by the Rev, W.W.Simpson, Secretary of the 
National Council of Christians and Jews (Britain). 


:, It was unanimously agreed by the conference that it was of hie ute 
Most importance that the Church should realise that there is a special relationship 
With the Jewish people, a fact which has its roots deep in God's dealing with that 
keople and has a bearing upon the present situation of revolutionary transition in 
tts history. A full recognition by the Church of its failure to manifest the love 
of Christ, of having been so often a source of hate and persecution, must accompany 
ll its approaches, missionary or otherwise, to the Jewish people. On account of 
ese failures of the past as weil as of the nade of the present situation and of 


et denced in witness to Christ as the Saviour of all men, Gentile and Jew, and in 
human contact and service. E.P.S. Geneva 
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GREAT BRITAIN ! British Council of Churches 


debate overseas responsibilities 
RN as theese 


Various aspects of the responsibility of churchpeople towards the 
Churches overseas, in Europe and the Far East, were discussed by more than 60 men~ 
bers of the British Council of Churches, including representatives of the Anglican, 
Presbyterian and Free Churches and the Salvation Army at meetings held in Edinburgh © 
on March 29 and 30. This was the first time that the British Council of Churches 
met outside London, 


The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Geoffrey Fisher, who presided, 
was accompanied by Dr Alexander MacDonald, Moderator of the General Assembly of 


the Church of Scotland and by the Rev. M.E, Aubrey, of the Baptist Union. The Arch- 


bishop declared that patient work had to be done on holding the Churches in Britain 
together and an the contribution which they could make to the wider fellowship of 
the World Council of Churches. So far from the World Council being a supe-church 
the weight it hdd in the world depended on that which was given to it by its 

member churches. 


The relationship of the British Council of Churches to the World 
Council was clarified and the British Council authorised the setting up of a de- 
partment of Inter-Church Aid to continue and develop the work of relief and recone 
struction. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights adopted by the United Nations 
was welcomed by the British Council, which also considered issues underlying 
religious persecution in Eastern Europe. 


A statement on the materialistic threat to fundamental values of 
western civilization submitted by an external consultive committee comprising 
Roman Catholics and Jews was considered with great interest but was regarded by 
some participants as too unilaterally "Western" in formulation, and it was referred 
to the Executive Committee for further inquiry. 


Bishop F. Whittaker, of the Church of South India, was welcomed as 
a representative of the Younger Asian Churches. The goal of the whole ecumenical 
movement, he said, was to give all they could jn leading the way to the full unity 
of the Church for which they all longed, 


The well known Assembly Hall in Edinburgh where in 1910 the ecume~ 


nical movement began was filled when the Archbishop of Canterbury, Rev. Aubrey and 
Dr. Visser 't Hooft spoke on the ecumenical mpvement today. EePoSe Geneva 


GREAT BRITAIN Intercommunion 


The Interim Report of Conversations between Representatives appoint= 


ed by the Archbishop of Canterbury and Represontativas appointed by tho Evangelical eae 


Free Churchoa, sipned by the Bishop of Derby and Dr Nathaniel Mickem, Joint Chairs 


men, has been published. 1+ gives a summary of the discussions begun in 1947 dnd 


resumed at High Leigh in December 1948 (see EPS No.2) regarding intercommunions 
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a The report makes it clear that on many points complete agreement 

has been reached. "On the doctrine of God the Father, the Person and work of 
'Christ,the Person and mission of the Holy Spirit, the Trinity, and the Life Ever- 

_ lasting" ~ states the report — "we have found nothing which separates any one of 

_ these Communions from one another. All acknowledge the apostolic faith as contained 
_ in the Scriptures and expressed in the Apostles! and Nicene Creeds" = though there 
is "difference of practice in the use of doctrinal formularies". 


E, There is also substantial agreement on the doctrine of the Church and 
' the place of the ijinistry. "The Church is not a voluntary association of individ- 
4 ual believers.., it rests on the creative will of God" — the report goes on. 


"The visible unity of the Church is the divine will for it. Visible 
- unity does not imply uniformity, but implies at least that each part of the Church 
_ is able to recognise every other part as professing a true faith and administering 
_ the sacraments and disciplines of Uhrist by means of its Ministry, in such a way. 

_ that there are no barriers of principle to prevent cooperation in evan¢ celisation 
- and free mutual participation in worship and sacraments. 


¢ "The ‘Ministry, being the gift of God to the Church, and existing in 
_ and for the Church, is integral to the continuation of the mission of Christ to 
the worlds... 

q 

"The unity and continuity of the faith should be preserved; that is, 
_ the order of the Church should be such as to symbolise, safeguard, and mediate the 
4 apostolic message and mission. 


A "An essential element in continutiy is the maintenance of the apostol- 
ic faith, worship and witness as set out in tle New Testament, | 


4 "It is recognised that the intention of existing Ministries, both 
_ episcopal and non-episcopal, is to preserve the unity, continuity and universality 
_ of the Church", 


F. In view of the importance of this report further information wi3] 
appear in the near future. E.P.S, Geneva 


Conference on International Problems 


4 Under the auspices of the Commission of the Churches on International 
‘Affairs, a Conference on International Problems has been held at the Ecumenical 
Institute (Bossey, near Geneva), from April 1-4, The Conference was attended by | 
‘Church leaders and Christian politicians from a number of European countries, from 
' the USA, and from China. The purpose of the Conference was to prepare recommendat- _ 
ions to be submitted to the World Council of Churches and the Internaticnal llission- 
ary Council, These recommendations will be considered by the governing bodies of 
_ these world organisations. In particular, the Central Committee of the World . 
Council of Churches will consider these proposals at its m-eting in Chichester in 
duly. The recommendations will als be forwarded to the East Asia Conference of 
Churches which will meet in Bangkok in December 
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The bonferenes discussed the ideological conflict of our 
time, with which the ecumenical movement is deeply concerned, because it 
affects the life of the Churches and because it has a direst: bearing on 
the relationships of the menber-Churches with each other. The Conference 
re~affirmed the stand of the Amsterdam Assembly, which made it very clear 
that the Church cannot identify itself with any political system and defined 
the nature of religious liberty, as it is rooted in the Gospel itself, The 
Conference expressed the conviction that every possible effort must be made 
to maintain the ecumenical fellowship between the Churches in the areas 
under different political systems. 
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4 The Conference also studied the task of the Churches in the 
.: changing situation in Asia and the moral problems of internal relations as 
x they arise in the present German situation, E,P.Se Geneva 


; SWITZERLAND Pastoral Letter of the Old Catholic Bishop 


| The Bishop of the Old Catholic Church in Switzerland, Dr A. 
om Kiry, has issued a Pastoral Letter for Lent which takes as its text the 
‘ exhortation of the Bible "But 1e* each one take heed how he build upon itt, 


Dre Kiry begins by mentioning the two:important church gather- 
ings of last year, the International Congress of Old Catholics in Hilversum 
and the Assembly of the World Council of Churches in Amsterdam. 
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He then refers to the task of evangelism as being the most 
urgent concern of the Church in her great work of construction for the present 
generation. "Our congress at Hilversum,'! he says, ‘likewise dealt with this 
subject. In one respect the reports and statements on this constructive 
work are in agreement. They all stress the necessity of securing the help of 
the lay world. Laymen should not only'be active as regards the material 
affairs of the parishes and the Church, but should also be prepared to under= 
take constructive work in the spiritual field", 


Bishop Kiry concludes his Pastoral Letter as follows: ‘Many 
of our contemporaries who are very remote from the message and worship of 
the Church are yet filled with a deep yearning for truth and justice, for 
Christian charity and peace, for God and His Kingdom. A glance at the 
literature current today, the rush to consult strange prophets of all kinds 
serve to confirm thise Here are the points for the Church to link up with 
her mission. And she will do that with success if she realises that she must 
put away the dark sides that there are to her own life, and in penitence 
ever renew that life in Christ. Our church too should let her light shine 
before men. “fe are Convinced that she too has a mission to fulfil according 
to the will of God. Then let her too take up anew her mission in Christ, 
The gatherings of Hilversum and Amsterdam call her and all her members to 
remembrance of this duty", 


E.P.S. Geneva 
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U.3.8.8 | ate won roses by, the Fatranen 

"The Congress in Defence of Peace! opened in New York on Harch 
25, and the Patriarch of the Russian Orthodox Church in the Soviet Union issued 
a call for peace on the occasion of this meeting, in which he began by invok~ 
ing the blessing of heaven on the Congress's efforts for peace. The very word if 
"war", he goes on, is especially abhorrent to the Russian people, who have 
experienced war in all its atrocity. 


"The Orthodox Christian Church," he continues, "which proclaims 
the message of peace and charity, observes with sorrow how the spectre of a new 
and terrible war ~ even more ferocicus than the last, whose wounds are not 
yet formed into scars - is now standing out against the political horizon, 
and how in some countries war is being openly preached and prepared. 


me especially cherish this call to meet in defence of peace, 
as long as it is in’accordance with the spirit of the appeal which was 
addressed to the Christians of the world by the gathering which we called 
in Moscow in July of last year of heads and representatives of autocephalous 
Orthodox Churches, in which we invited all those who are thirsting for truth 
and for peace tp hear our voice calling for brotherly love, humanity, justice 
and peace. 


mMhile calling down blessings upon the growing will of the 
nations for peace and upon the protests being raised on all sides against 
War, we must state at the same time that the Church calls and will continue ~ 
to call blessings upon defence of one's country, considering as it does that 
this is one of the highest expressions of patriotism, a truly heroic action 
of which the Scriptures say, "Greater love hath no man than this, that he lay 
down his life for his fricnds." 


In the name of the Russian Orthodox Church I appeal to all 
our autocephalous Orthodox sister-churches to lift up their voices against 
all the works of the warmongers and against the new indications of hatred 
between peoples, amd I call upon all those in the vanguard of peace to 
associate themselves with the noble call to defend peace in the world. May 
God bless this meeting of all friends of peace from all the earth. Mey the ae 
whole world be lit by the shining of the Christian verities of peace and Ea 


brotherly love", E.P.S. Geneva m3 
USA One great Hour be 
; sty 

On Saturday night, March 26, church poeple throughout America me 


were urged, in a special nationwide radio progratuwe (See EPS No. 9) to support 
the American Churches! overseas relief and reconstruction work in an offering 
to be taken in 75,000 churches on the following morning, to raise funds for 
the overseas needs in Europe and Asia, 


‘On the one-hour programme, which was broadcast over the major 
radio networks, the story of the needs abroad and of how the Churches of Ame= 
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three episodes, representing the needs in Zurope, the needs in Asia, and the 
needs of the Displaced Persons!resettlement programme, 


In a talk at the end of the programme, President Truman urged 
the people of America to <xpport their Churches! overseas work. He declared 
that the prophesy of the Last Judgment made clear "our duty towards those 
millions of people in other countries who have suffered and still suffer the 
miseries of war, destruction and tyranny", 


"To them", he added, "we should offer not only our aid in physice 
al things but also the sense of Brotherhood in a common cause. We cannot do 
this through the channels of government alone, We must also extend the hand 
of fellowship through our private organisations and as individuals", 


On Sunday morning, March 27, following the "One Great Hourt! 
radio.programme on the evening before, special offerings for the physical and 
spiritual needs of the millions in war-scarred and devastated lands of Europe 
and Asia were taken in most of the Protestant Churches throughout the country, 
as well as in Russian, Roumanian and Sez oian Orthodox Churches, 


The Roman Catholic Church, which also cooperated in the appeal, 
sought to raise funds for overseas relief. A special collection for the 
Bishops! Fund for Victims of War was held in all Catholic Churches. 

E.P.S. Geneva 


USA Churches Stress Christian Guidance 


As Check on American Power 


(Following are the texts of salient sections from the message 
of the Cleveland Study Conference on the Churches and World Order, adopted 
March 11, 1949:) (See also EPS No.13) 


"In this National Study Conference on the Churches and World 
Order we have concentrated our attention on the moral use of United States 
powere We have done so beGause an outstanding fact of recent history is the 
sudden emergence of our nation as materially the most powerful on earths ove 
It ie especidlly apovopyiate thercfore that the Churches should address thene 
Selves at this tine to the question of our nation's power, for the kingdoms 
of this world must become the kingdoms of our Lord and His Christ.t 


1. Christian Understanding of Our Worldly Power 


"As Christians we believe that this nation holds its power under 
the providence of God, to whom all nations are subject. We reject all inter 
pretations of our destiny which would ascribe it merely to historical accidents 
without moral or religious meaning. We equally reject all interpretations which 
would regard this power as chiefly the fruit of virtue. We seek that our nate» 
ion shall resist both the temptation to use its power irresponsibly and the 
temptation to flee the responsibilities of its power, 
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SovieteRussia 


"In relation to Soviet-Russia, the use of our nation!s political 
power presents a problem of extreme difficulty and delicacy. Soviet Communists 
believe in and practice methods of violence and terrorism to extend the area 
of their control. There exist as yet no international law and international 
police force to protect those who are unable to defend themselves against 
these methods, The power of the United States provides today tle chief mater= 
dal force which can induce restraints to protect human rights and fundamental 
freedoms where they still exist, 


"There is, howeveg great danger that suh use of power may in fact 
lead to war. This could come about either of over-zeal or corruption of motive 
on the part of those in our nation who determine the direction of our power or 
because of the misunderstanding or wilful misinterpretation of our purposes 
by the kkadersS of Soviet Russia. That danger can easily be progressive as 
tension grows, public opinion becomes inflamed and war is increasingly assumed 
to be inevitable, 


"We'reaffirm our calm conviction that war with the Soviet Union is 
not inevitable, and we believe that it is improbable, given proper use by th 
United States of its powerful influence. This assumes that the United States 
will seek to keep open all available chamels of negotiation amd reconciliate 
don, Contradictory ideologies can comexist without armed conflict if propagate 
ed by methods of tolerance.There is accumulating evidence that Soviet leaders 
are Coming more and more to realise that under present conditions their methods 
of intolerance are ineffectual against a good society. Therefore a prevative 
war would be folly as well as sin. The just society is impregnable to Com~ 
munism, which, although it may lift some burdens, fastens upon the common 
people oth burdens greater and more grievous to be borne. Our major attente 
ion should, accordingly, be directed to establishing justice within the con= 
dition of freedom throughout the earth,'! E.P.S. Geneva 


ERRATUM: In E,P.S, No.ll, page 3, news=—item on New Guinea: Please read as 
“follows the end of the first paragraph: "These translations were 
prepared by the following Societies: Kwato Mission (2), London Missionary 
Society (10), Liebenzeller Mission (1)e..o! 


ABYSSINIA ¢ 


The Abuna of the Ethiopian Church has {-:ued the following messager 


fAs all benevolent deeds are destined to be fulfilled through the 
will of the Almighty God, the Ethiopian Church has decided to dedicate April 
5th as a day of prayer through the Empire. Schools and shops will suspend 
their material pursuits for the day to join in divine service, We shall pray 
that God may direct us so that the Assembly will wrk in a just way for main~ 
taining peace of the world forthe reunjon of Eritrea and the Benadir to their 


- mothefland Ethiopia and for the liberation of our brothers who inhabit these 


territories. As the solution reached at the present session of the Assem 


be a matter of life or death for the oppressed peoples of the wrld we pray/to # 


join in our prayers, that the omnipotent God may grant his blessings for the 
success of the Assembly's work. His Beatitude Abuna Basilios - Inthe Name of 


_ the Ethiopian Church.!! EoP.S oGeneva 
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_ SWITZERLAND Karl Barth and Catholicism 


Prof. Urs von Balthasar, the well known Roman Catholic theologian, 
' during the winter semester of 1948/49 delivered a series of ten lectures in the 
_ big hall of the Bernovllianym in Basle on i'Xarl Barth and the Catholicism", as 
part of an educational course organised by the Catholic Union for Christian Culture. 
Summing up, Prof. von Balthasar stated that "it does mean something if we can be 
grateful. to Barth for giving us gladness in dogmatios and in the Word of God't, 


According to a report in the "Kirchenblatt fiir die Reformierte Schweiz" 
for March 31, Prof. von Balthasar in his findl Zecture endeavoured "to express the 
enduring elements of Barth's theological work under three heads: firstly, the 
exclusive centring of the Divine revelation in Christ, upon which alone faith is 
based (which exclusiveness, according to Prof. von Balthasar, links Barth to the 
Catholic saints!), secondly, the rejection of the whole modern attitude of piety 
oriented upon man ~ here Vatholic and Protestant have in equal measure cause to 
do penitence ~ and finally, a pushing forward of boundaries in theology. Zven though 
boundaries are set it by God, we usually mark tlem out too quickly; they can be 
fixed once again. That has come abowt through Barth — in Prof. von Balthasar'!s 
view, particularly as regards the doctrine of election!" 


} Prof. von Balthasar's concluding reference to unity “existing behind 
all the divisions of the churches through the presence of the Word of God! may be 
taken, ends the "Kirchenblatt", as showing "that confessional antagonism did emerge 
Clearly in the lectures on the one hand, but behind it none the less was unity of 
faith. That witness to this unity should have been borne by a Catholic, where we 
othe wise feel our points of separation from the Catholics to be particularly sharp, 

_ that was the significant thing abovt these lectures. No attempt was made at any 
over-hasty agreement ~ on the contrary, the existing differences were allowéd to 
stand =~ but an effort was made to get down to the basis of Christian belief, which 
is the same for vs all." E.P.S. Geneva 


No. 15/16 = April 15/22, 1949 De 108 
MANCHURIA Manchurian Communists and Missions 


According to reports received in Shanghai and published by "Religious 
News Service" (New York), Church of Scotland missionaries in Mukden and Danish 
Lutheran missionaries in the interior of Manchuria are Carrying on their wrk with- 
out hindrance. Earlier difficulties especiially as regards mission schools apparent— 
ly have been ironed out, 


The Scottish Church missionaries have reached an agreement with the 
government by which the mission and the government will operate the mission hospi-~ 
tal and medical school cooperatively, with all the foreign staff retained. The 
mission's theological seminary and schools, presumably its two large middle schools, 
were said to be Continuing. Church activities also were reported as continuing with- 
out interference, 


Fifteen Danish mission families located in three different centres 
of the interior, report improved conditions. Earlier, their work has been hampered 
by restrictions, so the latest report appears to indicate a change in Communist 


policy. 


At Antung, in southeast Manchuria, their largest station, the Danes 
reported that their hospital, orphanage and school were in full operation and their 


church services carried on as usual. ; F>PeSe Geneva 
_ ABYSSINIA Revision of the Amharic Bible 


A complete revision of the Amharic Bible has been launched in 
Addis Ababa, The project was initiated by Emperor Haile Selassie, who approached 
the Hritish and Foreign Bible Society to participate in coope ation with the 
Ethiopian Church. 


The revision will require three years as regards the New Testament 
and four years for the Old Testament. The Amharic Bible contains books not includ- 
ed in the Bible used by Western Churches (for example the apocryphal Book of Enoch). 


One of the main reasons for the present revisicn is that the Amharic 
language has changed considerably during recent years, whereas the Bible language 
has remained more or less static. The present revision is the third one undertaken, 
_ The first was accomplished in 1840, when the Bible was translated from Giltis into 
_ Amharic by an Ethiopian monk. The second was made in 1886, by a member of the 
_ Church Mission, London. 


Members of the Commission appointed for this revision will wmder~ 
take distant journeys into the provinces to make microfilm copies of ancient 


_ church manuscripts and documents, E-P.S. Geneva 
| NYASALAND Good news in form of Bibles 


A reprint of 65,000 copies of the Bible in Nyanja (Nyassland) has 
_ just been completed by the National. Bibie Society of Scotland in collaboration with 
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the British and Foreign Bible Society. The first consiguments are already on their 
ay to the quayside in Glasgow and when they reach their destination the Bibles will 
be sold to the people of Nyasaland at a loss of 2 shillings per copy to the Bible 
Society, in order to maintain the principle of offering the Bible at a price deter= | 
mined by the income of the purchaser and not by the cost of production. 

i EePS: Geneva 


GERMANY | Bible Societies! | Conference : 
a A conference was held from April 4 ~ 7 in C.R.E.House, Btinde, under the 

/ auspices of the United Bible Societies, ohehebnls ed by the Secretary for Europe, 

ur. Olivier Béguin) and the Religious Affairs Branch of the British occupation autho- 
ities, (represented by the Director, the Rev. E.H.» Robertson) bringing together re= 

| presentatives of several German Bible Societies and delegates from the British,Dutch, 
"Scottish and Swedish Bible Societies. 


4 The essential aim 2 this gathering was to give the participants the 
possibility of sharing the particular problems of each Society represented and of 
discussing general questicns common to their activity within the framework of the 
United Bible Societies. 
4 Discussion on the situation in Germany occupies an important place 
on the agenda of the meting. Although it had been impossible to obtain exact statin 
stics, it seems that the most urgent needs in Bibles and Testaments have been almost 
entirely met in western Germany and that home production, helped by further supplies 
of raw materials from abroad, will now be able to cover the needs and supply the 
churches and the Bible Societies in their missionary activity. On the other hand, the 
situation in the eastern zone is still precarious. E-P.S,. Geneva — 


Missicnary Education Movement 
Votes to Join National Council 
en me en 8 err 


a The Missionary Education Movement of the United States and Canada, re= 
presenting 30 Protestant denominations, voted at is annual conference in New York 

' 21 March, to affiliate with the proposed National Council of Churches of Christ 
n the United States of America. 


By this action the Missicnary Education Movement becomes the sixth 7 
e eight interdenominational agencies eligible for membe ship in the National Council 
to vote approval of the new organization. (See EPS No. 4) 


Dr. Earl F. Adams, executive secretary of the planning committee for the 
proposed National Council, said that "this affirmative action by the Missionary Edu- 
sation Movement assures the creation ef the National Council", ae 


a Nevember 1950 has been set as the tentat*s date of the constituting 
wa vention. E-Pc«So Geneva 


Dr saVagser: tt Hoolt “po wie th Gee ea sand Cones 
; Dr. WeAe Visser 't Hooft, Generel Secretary of the World Council of 
rcehes, will arrive in New York City on April 19th for a six weeks! visit to tie 
Inited States and Canada, where he will meet tho leaders of many denominational and 
terdenominationai. church groups. 
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During his visit, which bears a primarily consultative character, 
‘Dr. Visser 't Hooft will attend a number of annual genx al meetings, hold consulta 


ions with missionary and relief groups and will fulfil a limited number of speltng 
arrangements. 


He and Miss Sarah Chakko, President of Isobella Thoburn College, Lucknow, 
Biinited Provinces, India, will be the guests of honour at a dinner given in New York 
f on April “cha unda the auspices of the Federal Council of Churches, 
4 The Gena al Secretary of the World Council expects to return to Geneva 
on Me 28th. © E-PeS.» Geneva 


USA Protestants Admit Ban ¢n 3 
4 a French RaCoPriest's Visa Risa oy 
Seventeen American Protestant Church teaders have sent a telegram to the 
"secretary of State, Mr. Dean Acheson, protesting against the State Department!s re- 
_ fusal to admit Abbé J. Boulier, French Roman-Catholic priest, Professor of Inter 
ee sonal law, to the United States. 


ie Abbé’ Boulie was to have attended a Cultural and Scientific Conference 
on World Peace, convened in New York. He is the leader of the Progressive Christ- 
ian Movement in France. The telegram pointed out that Abbé Boulier is an eminent 
scholar and during the war was one of the most courageous and effective leaders 
of the Free French Resistance against the Nazi occupation. 


The telegram states "The Federal Council of Churches, the World Council 
of Churches and official Conferences of Protestant commnities throughout the 
country have urged, as a practical step for peace, better international understand~ 
ing, precisely the free interchange of points of view which the visit of Abbé 
 Boulier wou3d encourage." 


‘Amon those who signed the telegram were: Dr. Henry As Atkinson, » General 
Secretary, Church Peace Union; Dr. George W. Buckner, Editor of the "World Call" 
‘(Disciples of Christ); Dr. Harold Se Fey, Editcr of ns "Christian Century"; 
‘Dr. W.L.Goebel, President, Evangelical Reformed Church; Dir, John Ao Mackay, President, 
Princeton Theological Seminary; Dr. Stanley Stuber, Church World Service. 

EeP.S. Geneva. 


A Report on Bishop Ordass! Prison Life » a 

4 A Religious News Service (New York) despatch fron Badapest states that ‘ 
a shop Lajos Ordass, the imprisoned head of the Lutheran Church in Hungazy y is in Me 
ood physical and mental health and "able to bear the hardships of prison 1).fet, Hen 

: The report is attributed to Dre John Kardos, who was the Bishop's Defence mee 
Counsel when he stood trial in Budapest in the Autumn of 1948. The report says that a 
Dr. Kardos visited Bishop Ordass at the Szeged Prison, where he is serving the two~ =e 


ar sehtence. Dr. Kard“sthe report continves, said that Bishop Ordass is still 

determined not to resign his episcopal office, The Bishop has also rejected the 
idea, he added, of seeking re-trial and expects to be released from prison at the 
snd of 1949, provided that his sentence is commuted for good behaviour. 
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Meanwhile the question remains as to whether Bishop Ordass will be 
permitted to hold his Church office. In addition to the term cf imprisonment 


his sentence includes loss of civil wzights for five years. EeP.S. Geneva 


HOLLAND Practical Training for Future Pastors 

For a long time past it has been felt necessary that there should be 
a transition period between the university course taken by theological students 
and their actual entry into the ministry, 


The General Synod of the Netherlands Reformed Church has now decided 


_ to found a seminary where future pastors who have completed their studies will be 


obliged to take a fourronths! courses 


During this course the main stress will be laid on practical work in the 
parish. The seminary will be accomodated in the "Eykman-House", one of the builds 
ings which is being constructed in the grounds cf the "Kerk en Wereld" (Church and 


World) Institute at Driebergen. EePeSe Geneva 
INDONESIA The Peniwen Incident 


Some papers in Holland have reproduced a report which had already appear 
ed in the monthly paper of the Church of East Java, that on Sunday morning, Feb- 
riary 20,1949, the congregation of Peniwen went through very terrible sufferings 
"On that day a section of the Netherlands Army started a "cleaning-up action", in 
the course of which ten persons, members of the congregation, and among them one 
member of the parish council, were killed. The execution took place at 9 ofclock 
in the morning, at the hour of the Suhday morning worship servicet, 


The East Java Church, to which the congregation of Peniwen belongs, 
is a member-Church of the World Council of Churches. 


The matter has been taken up by the Ecumenical Council of the Churches 
in the Netherlands and the Board of Missions at Oegstgeest, The Government of 


the’Netherlands has undertake an immediate investigation into the affair at Penie 


wen, with the assurance that, if the facts are confirmed, the guilty will be 
punished. 


The Ecumenical Council of the Churches in the Nethe lands has expressed 
its gratitude for the assurance of the Government that investigation has already 
begun, aml together with the Board of Missions has sent a telegram of sympathy 
to the East Javanese Church. E.P.S. Geneva 


The East Asia Conference 


The Reve John Mackay and the Rev. Charles Ranson, Chairman and General 
Secvetary of the International Missionary Council and Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, 


a 
a+ 


General Secretary of the World Council of Churches, will travel to Bangkok (thailand) \ 


to attend the Conference of the Younger Churches which is to be held there from 


December 4 - 11, 1949, 
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The Overall theme of the Conference will be "The Chrisiian Church in 
changing Eastern Asia and problems concerning Christian life, wrk and witness 
in that vast area ranging from Pakistan to the Philippines, 


The Conference will be convened by a Commission far Fast Asia, jointly 
‘established by the International Missionary Council and the World Council as the 
result of recommendations made at the International Missionary Conference which 
met at Whitby, Canada, in July 1947. 


Drs SC. Leung, Chairman of the National Christian Council of China, 
has been appointed Executive Secretary to make preparations for the Bangkok Con~ 
fermce and will meanwhile tour Asian countries for that purpose, 


The three chief problems for consideration by the Conference ares 


1) Cooperation among the Eastern Asia Churches and their relations“#ip to the 
I.M.C. and the W,C.C,; 


2) The Christian messaze in relation to the religious and cultural heritage of 
Eastern Asia; 


3) The adaptation of evangelical methods to the growing needs of Asia under the 
transformation brought about by new social, economic and political factors in 
that continents E»PeS. Geneva 


GERMANY Recent Developments in Ecumenical work 


During the months of February, March and April, the Ecumenical Centre 
at Frankfurt/Main has been able to arrange six regional conferences under ‘the 
auspices of the "Arbeitsgemeinschaft Christlicher Kirchen in Deutschland, These 
conferences dealt with the practical problems by which the churches were con— 
fronted at ‘Amsterdam, 


The majority of delegates came from the Eastern Zone 3} they included 
pastors responsible for the permanent follow-up work of the tasks of ecumenism, 
and also leaders of the men's and woments organisations. All the conferences were 
attended by fellow-workers and guests from churches abroad, including representat— 
ives of the Lutheran World Federation. 


A report on these conferences states "We were particularly fortunate 

in having with us Dean Hégsbre (the delegate of the W.C.C,) and Professor Bachmann 
(head of the Department of the Evangelical Church attached to the American Military 
Government in Germany). We look forward to hearing a lecture from Bishop Stephen ‘ah 
_ Neill (from Geneva) at the conference to be held in Bremen from April 19-22.! me 


An outstanding feature of all the conferenscs was the happy cooperation 
_ between the delegates from the state churches and from the free churches, and the 
_ firm desire not to ‘organise! a World Council of Churches; but to reconsider and Ray 
_ Yre-mould the whole work of the church in the light of the ecumenical unity granted __ 
_ to the churches at Amsterdam, E,PsS, Geneva 
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GERMANY Opening of | Institute for Protestant Laymen and Laywomen 


iain 
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Thanks to the assistance of the Lutheran World Federation, it has been 
possible to realise the project of a missionary institute for lay people, in con» 
nection with an Evangelical Social College which has been founded at Friedewald, 
near Siegen. This institute for lay people will begin its wrk on June lst, with 
@ course of training for members of the Evangelical Church who Wish to be home= 
missionaries while continuing in their secular professions, 


AEs Mase) 


The concem of the Amsterdam Assembly is being carried out in this 
way on German soil. The work is being organised by the Innere Mission (Home 
Missions), by Evangelisches Hilfswerk and by Evangelical Churchis work among 
laymen in Germany. 


Cele ete ayy . i 


The studies at Friedewald are under the direction of Dr. C.G.Schweitzer, 
Director of the Central Committee for the Home Missions of the German Evangelical 
Church, During the war Dr. Schweitzer was head of the Wistow Training Centre near 
Leicester, England, E.PS,. Gmeva 


Ecumenical Action for Orphaned Missions 


"World Christian Community in Action" is the title of a little booklet 
_ which briefly relates the history nf World War II and Orphaned Missions. It is 
_ published by Kenneth Scott Latomretté and W. Richey Hogg under the auspices of 
_ the International Missionary Council, and is a short, vivid report of the rescue 
and maintenance of many "orphaned missionst whose existence was threatened by the 
events of war, and whe were completely cut off from their home~churches. 


= Separate chapters are devoted to "The War in Europe", ''The Aftermath of 
_ Blitzkrieg", "The War in the Pacific" etc., and a description is also given of 
_ the mission work which is still in need «f help from outside, 


The last conference of the I.M.C, at Oegstgeest (Hollanc), held immediate 
_ ely after the W.C.C, Assembly at Amsterdam, clarified the tasks of the future 
_ with a full realisation of the unity of the Christian churches. Jt symbolises a 
_ new mind in the churches = inclusive thineking that springs from a recognition of 
world Christian community, of unity in faith and love, and of partnership in 
obedience to the Great Commission of our Lord. Such thinking generates vision # 
vision that can encompass the present plight of hard wressed Gontinm tal, miszi on 
societies and motivate appropriate action, E.P.S, Geneva 


mphe Presbyterian World 

The first number has appeared of the new quarterly, "The Presbyterian 
World", edited by the Gemeral Secretary of the Alliance of the Reformed Churches 
_ through the World holding the Presbyterian System, Pastor Marcel Pradervande This 
_ quarterly will take the place of the former "Presbyterian Register". In its re- 
_ guvenated fom this periodical will serve the cause of Christian evangélism. As 

_ the editor writes at the end of the préface, "Our most urgent need is, as it was 
in the primitive Church, to evangelise, in the widest sense of the wrd.’ But the 
basis of evangelism is a joyous possession of the Gcspel of Jesus Christ, and an 
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_ assurance that in Him, and in es only, our life finds its sense and its fulfilment ." 


The President of +h Presbyterian World Alliance, the Very Rev, Edward 
Je Hagen, says in his word of dedication to the periodical: "From this sense of our 
fundamental unity in our Lord there sprang our unanimous conviction that the work 
of our Alliance ought not only to be maintained but proceed with even greater zeal 
and devotion. To this end the plan for the reorganisation of our Secretariat was 
~ unanimously adopted, Our office) has now been opened in Geneva, which is becoming 


_ more and more the headquarters of all ecumenical organisations. It is good that 
_ our office should be in intimate contact with kindred bodies and especially with 
_ the Waid Council of Churches, and at the same time readily accessible to our 


Constituent Churches," 


The first number of "The Presbyterian World" includes é¢ontributions 


from Dr. Visser 't Hooft, Karl Barth, Cumming Thom, WS. Robertson, W.H,Hamilton 


and W.F. McElroy. 


Copies may be ordered from the Géneral Secretariat of the Presbyterian 


World Alliance, 17 route de Malagnou, Geneva, Switzerland. EoP,S»o Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN Intercommunion 


am er ee ee ae 


Following the notes in the last issue of EPS (No.14) we draw attention 


to some further important points in the Interim Report of Conversations between 


representatives appointed by the Archbishop of Canterbury and representatives of 
the Evangelical Free Churches; 


"The Conference took note cf Resolution 61 of the recent Lambeth Con~ 
ference, in which the resumption of negotiations between the Evangelical Free 
Churches of England and delegates appointed by the Archbishop of Canterbury to act 
on behalf of the Church of England was cordially welcomed, and in which the hope 
was Berressed that the conversations thus happily begun might, by the blessing of 


God, lead to fruitful results, It also noted that in Resolution 58 reference was 
made to the disadvantages attaching to schemes not directly involving explicit 


_ plans for full unity. 


ey 


"The Conference...adhered deliberately to the view that in England the 
“method of approach to the problem of unity suggested by the Archbishop in his ser- 
mon at Cambridge (see EPS No. 2) was the one most likely tc be fruitful, 


"At the request of the Free Church delegates the following points were 


_ put forward by the Anglican members of the Conference as among those which in their 
- judgment seemed to require investigation: 


(a) What functions, othe than that of ordination, would be regarded 


as so essential to the eyiscopate that they must be safeguarded by @ Free carts 


“taking episcopacy into its systam?!..., 


n(D) The admission of women to the presbyterate (especially if episcop~ 


‘ally ordained}, and the lay administration of Holy Communion, would from the Angl fom 
an point of view gravely complicate thequestions both of interchange of Ministry o 


and of intercosmunion, Underlying this, in the judgment of many Anglicans, would 


4 No. 15/16 —- April 15/22, 1949 Der 115 


_ be the theological question of the relation of the ministry of the Word and Sacra- 
ments to the life of the Body of Christ. In other words, might not more than 
simply episcopacy prove to be at issue? 


iB "(c) It would be a further question whether the Anglican Church would 
be prepared as a whole to admit Free Churchmen to communion without previous cone 
firmation. 


re "At the request of the Anglican delegates the following points were 
_ put forward by the representatives of the Free Churches as among those which in 
_ their judgement seenadto require investigations 


F "(&) The conception of the continuity of the Church, Is the most ime 

i portant element in this conception the episcopal succession, or, as the Free Churches 
M1 have always held, the proclamation of the apostolic faith in word and by life, to~ 

f gether with the administration of the Gospel sacraments?... 


4 | N(b) Is episcopacy a part of the Gospel? If not, it is presumed that 
_ the same liberty of interpretation of 'the historic episcopate! would be allowed as 
_ is at present allowed within the Anglican Communion. 


"(c) Is the Anglican interpretation of the functions of the episcopate 
_ reconcilable with the high place assigned to the laity in the Free Churches, in 

_ virtue of which laymen are empowered to preach, and also to take part in the decis- 
_ ion of questions of faith and practice?.o» 


. "(d) Is it agreed that Anglicans could have intercommunion with’ Churches 
_ whose methods of admission to full membership were different from their own, such as 
the services of believers! baptism and *reception into the full Church membersh’ p!'? 


Lape 


. "'(e) Is it agreed that it is. possible to establish full communion as 

_ defined in the Archbishop's sermon (p.9) be&ween the Church of England and the Free 

Churches in this country, and yet to leave each denomination to continve its identy? 
gee 4 

tit is vitally important that’the visible unity of the Church of Christ 
_ should be accepted 4s the final objective, and that this should be ket clearly in 

_ view at every stage, even “hough this final goal be as yet distant." E.P.S.Geneva 
€ BULGARIA Orthodox Churches Join “World Peace" Campaign 


o 
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Bie Bulgarian Churches took part with other national groups in a week!s 
"campaign for world peace" carried on throughout the country, 


4 The highlight of the campaign was a message to the people from the 

_ Holy Synod of the Bulgarian Orthodox Church, declaring: "peoples all over the ‘world 
_ are yearning for peace, but at the same t: e voices are being raised for war", 

* "Instead of efforts to strengthen peaceful relations among nations," 
the message said, "alliances against peace are being created. New armaments are 
Bin process and incalculable wealth, which could be used for the reconstruction and 
common welfare of mankind, is being diverted to destructive purposes", 
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| The Synod asserted it is against "this new attempt to instigate wart 
that nations all over the world, headed by the Soviet Union, "have raised a 
mighty voice for peace", ; 


"In this international peace campaign," it added, "our own people, 


which greatly love peace, have joined." EePeSe Geneva ‘af 
HUNGARY 7 Hungarian Protestants Urged to "Save World Peace! 
ree ere innate eretneneemenmeneeemnenemeneemeeermnmemmeenmerneneene sme enna een 


Western Protestant Churches and the World Council of Churches were 
urged in Budapest to " open their eyes and hearts to the countries which have 
taka the road to socialism, and to the so-called ‘Eastern Churches" which fight 
_ for peace together with socialism", 


The appeal was made by Dr. Albert Bereczky, Reformed Bishop of the : 
_ Danubian District, who spoke at a mass meeting in connection with the Cultural —s> 
_ amd Scientific Conference for World Peace held in New York. £E.P.S, Geneva Bi, 


NETHERLANDS Princess Wilhelmina's Faster Broadcast 
Sm re LC tet Etec 


: The Press Service of the Dutch Reformed Church reports that Her fy 

_ Royal Highness Princess Wilhelmina (Ex-Queen of the Netherlands) has expressed 

the wish to speak on the wireless on Easter Sunday on the subject of ecumeriical 
wrk carried out by the Churches in the Netherlands and in other countries, 


This broadcast spoken in Dutch and English will be transmitted in 
the I.K.0.R. (Ecumenical Radio Programme) on April 17 by Hilversum IT (P.C.J.) 
from 11,45 to noon and by Hilversum I from 19.00 to 19.15 hours 
E.P.S,. Geneva. 


CUMENICAL PRESS SERVICE 


17, ROUTE DE MALAGNOU, GENEVA 
TEL. 54333 — Telegr.: “ OIKUMENE GENEVA“ 


under the auspices of 
the WORLD COUNCIL of CHURCHES 
the INTERNATIONAL MISSIONARY COUNCIL 
the WORLD’ S ALLIANCE of YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS 
the WORLD'S YOUNG WOMEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION 
the WORLD’S STUDENT CHRISTIAN FEDERATION 
the WORLD COUNCIL OF CHIRSTIAN EDUCATION 
the UNITED BIBLE SOCIETIES 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the Churches 
and Christian movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 


lo. 17 Sixteenth Year April 29, 1949 
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INGLAND : Bishop of Chichester's Broadcasb to Eastern Europe 


. The Bishop of Chichester, Dr. George Bell, broadcast on Easter Day the 
‘Ollowing message to Russia, Czechoslovakia, Yugodavia, Rumania, Albania in the 
anguages of these countries. 


"The message of Easter is fundamentally simple. It bids us look up 
rom a wrid torn with sorrow to the triumphant Christ. We are all conscious of 
livision and conflict at the present time. But we have apparently forgotten that 

t was just this state of conflict which brought all the suffering before. If we 

ire to be free from that suffering tomorrow, it is an absolute necessity that we 
should join all our forces together now for a common recovery. The interests of East 
ind West are at bottom the same = peace and justice to all, irrespective of class 
and nation. And justice to all means justice to the poor, the hungry and homeless. 
“Tt is only through a whole-hearted wrld-wide campaign to meet each other's needs 
that either East or West can in the end survive. 


"J believe that the unification of the world must come. But to be 
ealthy and fait , it must come through peaceful and voluntary means. How is it to 
e achieved? The unification of the wrld is a noble ideal, But if we make it our 
rimary hope, we may fail by aiming too low, Easter bids us set our affection on 
shings above, not on things on the earth. We need a realisation of the brotherhood 
af man more profoundly than ever before. But I believe that the brotherhood of man 
an impossible ideal unless men are bound together by a belief in a transcendant 
xd, It is to thet transcendant God of the Resurrection that Easter directs our 
houghts and prayers." E.P.S. Geneva 


NGLAND New Note in Salvation Army Evangelisation 


Tn view of the need for presentation of «evangelism in a new form to 

eet the contemporary situation, the Salvation Army launched a campaign with an all 
lay series of mass meetings held at the Royal Albert Hall, London, in April, with the 
heme: "Be ye reconciled to God", These words of St. Paul and also "Contact with 
dt and "Contact with People! were displayed in huge banners at the meetings which 
fere attended by 5,000 people, 
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? ‘Mrs. General Osborn gave a theological interpretation in terms clear 
to the audience of the dilemma of mankind at crofspurposes with God, and of the need 
_ to straighten out this relationship. Instead of dent imore ts readirive from Scripture 
followed, and a note of sober, thoughtful response marked the meetings. The needs 
of Overseas missions and of social service were stressed by other speakers. 

4 E.P.S. Geneva 


_ NETHERLANDS Princess Wilhelmina!s Easter Message 


H.R.H,. Princess Wilhelmina broadcast the following message on Easter 
Day (see EPS No. 15/16): 


. On this Easter morning Christ summons all who crave to be lifted out 
Bor the misery and corruption of this world. This call is not directed to the minds, 
‘but to the hearts of men, 


"Christ summons all to seek and find the living communion in Him. 

He himself rouses all men to live and breathe in the sphere of His love'and sacrifice, 
love and readiness to seif~sacrifice for Him and towards our fellow-men, with which 

~ originates the holy flame, the irresistible power to cure this diseased wrld through 
love of fellow-creatures in His Communion. He leads to God the Father, He breaks 
“up all forms for the sake of man, and He ads all along the sole true Way. 


"Let us respond to this message and so become receptive to that tran- 
| Equi power which emanates from the shepherd and which enables us to accomplish = 
' individually and collectively ~ the task which He will set. 


"Christ! Help us to become prepared through Thee. Amen. " 
E.P.S. Geneva 


Spanish Edition of the Amsterdam Report 


4 _ The Committee on Christian Literature of the Evangelical Confederation 
| of Churches of the River Plate has just published the Spanish version of the Report 
| of the Amsterdam Assembly (3 Argentine Pesos or 9,75 US$). 

y 


The publication of this edition has been made possible through the 
cooperation of various Missionary Boards connected with the South American continent. 
They enabled the Committee to have a considerable number of advance orders for dis= 
| tribution among their missionaries and workers. E.P.S. Geneva 


‘JAPAN John R. Mott's Arrival 


Dr. John R. Mott, honorary president of the World Council of Churches, 
pa icipated in a series of religious meetings held in Tokyo from April 21 to 24, 


The subjects discussed at the meetings included the message of the 
World Council's Amsterdam Assembly; Japan's contribution to World Christianity; . 
; Bemoting lay participation in the Church; and plans for more widespread evangelism. 


g 


Dr. Mott will also address a forthcoming all~Japan Christian rally oi 
which will launch a projected five-year hye eek irks programme, sponsored by Kyodan — is 
hes Church of Christ in Japan). E.P.S. Geneva 
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UNITED STATES Missionaries Appeal to U.N. for Action : 
gy on South African Race Politics if 


a The African Committee of the Foreign Missions Conference of North 

America, comprisec of 43 major Protestant denominations, at its meeting in New York 

on April 8, adopted a resolution which was submitted to the United Nations on April ‘a 

15, The hteat Committee charged that the policies being advocated by the governs nt 
ment of Dr. D-F. Malan constituted a violation of the principles of the Declaration va 

$o/i96s) Rights and the International Covenant of the United Nations (see EPS No. 

50/1948 


The resolution declares: #... Within recent weeks alarming news has” 
"come from the Union of South Africa » news which affects the whole world Christ- 
| dan community. The news reports indicate tmt the recent election of Dro D,F. Malan 
to the premiership on the platform of apartheid implies the curtailmait of ‘the meager 
rights and privileges of the large non-European population of South Africa, such cure 
| tailment applying to the African, Indian and colowel sections of the community in 
| varying degrees but on a common principle ©? racial and colowrdiscriminations 
4 "There appears to be great pressure upon the present Nationalist~ 
‘dominated Parliament of the Union of gouth Africa to commit itself to the imposition 
| and maintenance of Complete and exciusive white rule; the elimination of all none 
i uropean representation in Parliament even by white representatives; the denial of 
‘the franchise to all non-white citizens » andthe extension of strict segregation even 
into spheres where it does not already exist. 

"It seems to the Africa Committee to be the clear duty of Christian 
. people everywhere to express in the strongest terms the conviction that such policies, 
)anywhere and under all circumstances, are definitely unchristian. We are also stronge — 
"ly of the opinion that the situation developing in South Africa, contributing as it fi. 
does to the growing feeling of frustration of the Africans.and intensifying race 
tension, is a matter of international concern, 


"THEREFORE, Be it. Resolved: 


"(1) That the Africa Committee views with alarm and disapproval the 
urrent racial policies which the present administration is pressing upon the Pare 
Liament of the Union of South Africa; 


g "(2) That this Committee denounces tle efforts of those of whatever race 
"who would create or stimulate friction between the Indian and Native sections of the 
| South African population; 


re in violation of the spirit of the International Covenant and Declaration on Human _ 
Rights of the United Nations, and asks the United Nations to deal appropriately with 
pre matter o!! E.P.S. Geneva Sana 


id 
i 
™%3) That the Committee considers that the policies unde consideration * 
i 


U.S.S.R. Archbishop Hermogene and i 
ae The Ecumenical Movement 


Le The last issue of the periodical of the eb Nau Patriarchate (Noe 12, 1948) 
"Publishes the addréss which the Archbishop Hermogene of Kazan, Rector of the Academy of — 
, The ology in Moscow, delivered on October 15, 1948, at the opening of the 1948~1949 term Bi 
| the ae: This address was entitled: "The history of Christian thoughtin the pe 
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" twenticth century." 


P The Archbishop declared: "The birth of a new socialist order in Russia, 
_ two wrid wars and the preparation of a third wrid war by the United States have ae 
_ had a corresponding effect on Christian thought, which is experiencing a thorough. Rie 
crisis at the present time". There is today a period of transition, which is marked 
ty the following aspects: 


1) The"'break-through’/ religious feeling among the peoples, an intensif. 
-ied quest for a religious way to calm bewildered souls, a healing of the relations ; 
_ between human beings and a re~shaping of the life of society ;" mt 


¥ 


oo 


ae '2) The development of the Reumenical Movement, or the so-called "Life 
_ and Work", 


“4 With regard to the first point, the Archbishop declared: "It is the task 

: bof the Theological Academy to canalise the flow of religious feelings of the Russian 
e people within the dogmatic, canonical river~bed of the Orthodox Church!'. That also “4 
A determines "their attituce towards the ecumenical movement", 


y Regarding the ecumenical movement and the Assembly of the World Gowmcil 
| of Churches in Amsterdam, Archbishop Hermogene said: "Already before Amsterdam we 
could regard Life and Work as the logical expression of radical Protestantism with 
its denial of the divine-humanity of Christ, the seven Sacraments, the Virgin Mary 
_ and the honouring of the saints; moreover, since the Amsterdam Assembly, the ecumen~ 
_ ical movement has revealed itself as a political party and as confederates of those 
~ who would launch a third, bloody war, although that has been masked in Christian 
- phraseology", It is true that the name of our Saviour Jesus Christ often occurs 
; in the speeches and proclamations of the World Council of Churches, but that is mere 
_ hypocrisy, since the Protestants, who constituted the majority at the Amsterdam 
_ Assembly, do not fully confess the Nicene Creed. The political aspect of the Assembly 
was Clearly shown in its agenda, which reflected themost acute political questions 
q of the day. It is sufficient to mention that as delegate of the Presbyterian Church 
_ of the U.S.A., John Dulles, the inspirer of the American foreign policy, one of the | 
_ originators of the ‘Western bloc! and of the inveterate anti-URRS policy, took a ‘ah 
- most active part in the work of the Assembly, Dulles sought to obtain frem the World ~ 
_ Council of Churches! Assembly a resolution which condemned Communism and naturally i 
such a resolution was sanctioned. Because tle ecumenical movement represmts funda- 
' mentally a political movement under the disguise of Christianity, it is unacceptable — 
' for our theological schools", E.P.S. Geneva 


Conference on "The Meaning of Work" : slay 


A Conference on "The Meaning of Work" was held at the Ecumm ical Instie 4 

tute, Bossey, from April 8th + 12th, 1949. The conference Was convened by Professor 
Kraemer with Dr. J.H.-Oldham as chairman, Among the delegates were several experts 
on problems of work, both in its theoretical and its practical aspects. The two 
introductory addresses were given by Mr. C. Symons (a wrks inspector from England) 
and Dr. Michel, who has for many years been Director of an Institute of Labour in 
Germany. The purpose of the conference was to pioneer in working out a Christian 
doctrine of work. 
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The Church has not paid sufficient attention to the fact that its 
members spend the greater part of their lives working at their jobs, and that their 
attitude to their work, and the way they do it, is the first expression of their 
Christian witness. Too often the people who speak in the name of the Church are 
ignorant about the conditions and demands of work, as imposed by modem technics. 


If a Christian doctrine of work is to be realistic, it must take these 
demands into account. On the other hand, it should be hased on a biblical view of 
man and nature. Such a doctrine can only be arrived at as the outcome of coopera = 
tion between the technician, the theologian and other professions. It should be 
applicable to all forms of work ~ agriculture, industry, houccwak, the liberal 
professions. However, the attempt must be made step by step, and the group concen- 
trated its attention more particularly upon incustxy, 


Professor Kraemer and Dr. Oldham will draw up a docuneat,giving the 
bread outlines of this enquiry, which may serve as a basis for future study. Here 
we Can only point out some of the questions raised: the distinction to be drawn 
between vocation" (in the Christian sense) and "occupation"; the need for coun- 
teracting a tendency to disparage manual labour (quite unbiblical, inherited from 
Greek antiquity); essential factors which encourage the wrker to like his work 
(pride in his skill, share in responsibility, personal relationshipswithin the 
team, salary, etc); changes of organisation resulting from a Christian conception 
of work. The field of research is enormous; it is one: of those which need the most 
urgent investigation by the Study Department of the Wald Council. E.P.S. Geneva 


Rome and Amsterdam 


We again draw attention to a lecture given by Fatler Rouquette Sede, 
at the Centre Protestant d'Etude et de Docunszation, Paris, on the Amsterdam 
Assembly (sce E:P,.S. No. 8). The full text of this lecture appeared in the review 
"Etudes" (Paris, April 1949). 


Speaking of the doctrinal basis agreed upon at Amsterdam, Father Rou 
quette stresses the fact that, in the opinion of the Roman Catholics, "the decisive 


point is that the churches meeting at Amsterdam... solemnly and unanimously recognised 


the divinity of the Saviour as the first basis of Christianity. This confession of 
the divinity of Christ was accepted without discussion and without noteworthy oppoe 
sition", 


Father Rouquette continued: "The deep interest of Amsterdam lies in the 
fact that it did not attempt to reach compromises about doctrine. In the preceding 
conferences, especially at Edinburgh, the assembled theologians had tackled one 
Central point of dogma ~ grace «« and had tried, in spite of their differences, to 
arrive at a formulation which was acceptable to all. The Orthodox had refused to 


subscribe to this equivocal expression of faith, which they considered "Protestant" — 


in pirit. Amsterdam introduced a dialectical formulation which described the ten.= 
don, instead of trying to conceal the divergences. This was an enormous step for~ 
ward", 


Concerning Rome!s attitude to Amsterdam, Father Rouquette declares: 
"The Church of Rome is performing an indispensable service to ecumenism, through 


: its own attitude. The absolute intransigeance of Rome makes it impossible for 


ecumenism to rest satisfied with partial unity. The very attitude of Rome is a 
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reminder that unity can only exist in the real unity of faith, i.e. a common sub-_ i 
_ mission to God's will expressed through His body « the Churchtt, . i 


4 The most plausible reason for Rome's refusal even to send observers to i 
_ Amsterdam "is, that too many socalled Catholic theologians, whose ideas are too ty 
_ vague and uncertain, proposed to attend the Assembly in one capacity or another. 

_ Rome was afraid that they might hold out hopes of easy compromise, which would have 
_ been fallacious. If it had been pw sible to foresee the direction that was taken 
' by the Assembly's resolutions on dogma, the danger would have been much less, since 
_ the World Council has abandoned the attempt to find doctrinal Compromises..ee 


et "If, in this sense, the total absence of Rome was a benefit for ecumenism, 
_ we must be glad that there were a few Orthodox at Amsterdam, Their influence was of 
_ primary importance. It prevented the World Council from becoming a Pan=Protestant 
federation with anti-Catholic tendencies, and forced it to consider the "horizontalt ty 
_ conception of the Church. The absence of Rome des not mean that it regards eCumen= 
_ ism as anathema... Perhaps there is an ecumenical attitude which enables us from 

_ ottside to participate in the movement towards unity. We must try to define itt, 

EePeS. Geneva 


The Ecumenical Movement loses two Collaborators “i 
Raber a ode Baars tReet toa a eta nett By Bent ll sama: lls add honderd 


4 Professor Eugéne Choisy, who was also a pastor, died in Geneva at the 
age of 83. He was a pioneer of the ecumenical movement and played a r6éle of primary 
importance in the conferences held in the initial stages of the movemmt for Christe 
_ ian unity, For ten years he was chairman of the Federation of Protestant Churches : 
in Switzerland, and for thirty years occupied the Chair of History in the Theological 
Faculty of Geneva eer, ee Fifty years ago he founded the historical museum of 
_ the Reformation an fat of the Institute of the Ministéres fémininss The constitu - 
_ tion of the World Council of Churches at Amsterdam was the realisation of one of the 
_ dearest hopes of this fervent collaborator in the ecumenical movement, 


ae 


4 We have also heard of the death of Dr. Leslie B. Moss, one of the ¥ 
' American workers in "Church World Servicett, only two days after the death of his 2 
wife. Dr. Moss was former secretary of the Foreign Missions Conference of North Kyi 


_ America. In 1940 he resigned from the staff of this body in order to throw himself ae 
as executive director completely into the promotion of relief work through the ii 
Churches, The whole material aid side of the work of Church World Service grew out 
of Dr. Moss' persistent conviction that there was an abundance of contributable 
goods in the homes of church members and of eagerness on the part of church women 
to contribute and collect them if only a channel could be provided. Dre Moss was 
on his way to the west coast of America to establish a Western Area office for 
Church World Service when he and his wife died, at Gibbo, Nebraskas E.P.S, Geneva 


_ ESTHONIA Evangelical Clergy Deported 


3 We have received confirmation of the report that Bishop Pahn has been 
deported to Siberia together with ten other clergy of the Evangelical-Lutheran Church _ 
in Esthonia. Paéhn who was formerly Pastar in Reval, Was appointed Bishop in 1944, Bi 
Among the deported clergy was Peter Hamaar, of Dorpat, one of the leading personal Bo 


ies of the Esthonian Youth Movement. E.P.S. Geneva a 
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GERMANY "Give us Peacell 


The Council of the German Evangelical Church , which was clectéd at 
ihe Synod held last year at Bethel, met on Easter Monday in St. Paul's Church, 

F ankfurt on Main, and for the first time broadcast its proceedings to the general 
public with the general theme "Give us Peace". The desire of Evangelical Christians 
Germany to give effect to this theme was embodied in four addresses. 


In an address entitled "Mankind must learn to revise its way of think 
‘i ing" Bishop Otto Dibelius, Chairman of the Council, declared: 


4 "The reason for perpetual wars lies in the fact that mankind establishes 
a system of States based on power politics and seeking to increase their power at the | 
“expense of other States, The economic system seeks to develop with the aid of power 
politics and behind that system stands mankind striving to achieve material prosperity 
as its only objective. So long as mankind holds to this way of life there will never 
| be peace. There is no other way to bring about peace but the eternal reality of God, 

| Who at Easter demonstrated His triumph over all human wills, plans and thought.... 

) Where Christ is, there is peace which the world can never achieve by its own powers." 


"Let us be protagonists of the Message of Peacet' was the subject of the 
address delivered by Dr. Martin Niemdller, President of the Church of Hesse. He 
said; ‘With regard to this urgent demand for peace, the reproach was made against 
the Amsterdam Assembly of the World Council of Churches last year that it achieved 
nothing positive. That was indeed the first impression. At Amsterdam it vas pointed 
out that today men ask in fear and desperation: ‘What will happen next?" Since then 
this question has become even more urgent. Perhaps after all it was important that 
at Amsterdam this clear sentence was spoken: - ‘War is contrary to God's will", It 

is not without importance that though peace escapes man's reach the Churches of the 
wild found a way to meet one another immediately after the conclusion of hostilities 
despite the divisions which separate them. It was no question of interested motives 
but a natural and necessary exemplification of peace which Christians owe to the 
world, We trust that the Churches will do everything in their power to urge upon 
their governments to bring peace to the world and thereby to ourselves". 

: E.P.S. Geneva 


‘FRANCE The Community of Taizé (Cluny) a 


On Easter Sunday the firs: seven brethren of the Protestant isle 
Sommunity of Taizé-lés-Cluny made their full profession and committed themselves to “ 
each other in life-long membership in the Community. The superior (Frére Ainé) is ahh 
Roger Schultz; another brother, Max Thurian, is well known for his theological and 
liturgical writings (e.g. "La Joie du Ciel sur h Terre); other brothers include 
a medical doctor who will practise in the country~side, an itinerant preacher, two 
| Parners who work the estate, and another theologian. 
a The Community has been officially recognised by the Reformed Church 
of France, It has brotherly relations with Roman Catholics, The Roman Catholic rh 
Bishop of Autun has licensed the use simultaneously of the Catholic village church = 
in Taizé. Re 
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4 The oustanding characteristics of the Community of Taizé are that all 
goods are held in common and th: practic. of celibacy. The discipline includes tyro" 
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_ daily periods for prayers, and in summer an office at 3.30a.m. The Community has. 4 
“always been opposed to formulating a precise rule. But they are inspired by three iG 
essential principles, a 
-1) The sanctification of work, and of rest, by the word of God; ve 

' 


2) The maintenance of inner silence; 
3) The spirit of the Beatitudes: joy, simplicity, mercy. 


p. These are the essential clements which have left a deep mark on the 
> Community. It makes no attempt to introduce innovations, but only to gather the 


" hidden treasures of the Church, E.P.S. Geneva Be 
D GERMANY Evangelical''Diasporam in’ 


Action in Bavaria 


The Evangelical’"Diaspora" in the Bavarian forest region has given ~~ a 
“practical evidence, in action, of its aims, As the result of the extensive post» i 
war redistribution of Germany's population, Evangelical communities have sprung up 
‘in that particular area of predominantly Catholic Bavaria, where hitherto few Evan- : 
gelicals were to be found, In the Plattling district, for instance, there are now as 
15, 000 Evanrelicals as against only 150 formerly.- 


| To meet this need six pastors week by week cover as much as 94 miles, 
_ partly on bicycles, to meet the spiritual needs of their parishioners. Churchgoers 
have often more than an hour's journey to attend services. 


Lg Only one Evangelical church would be available for such services were 
| it not for the Roman Catholic Bishop of Passau, He has made it possible for 25 Ca~ 
_ tholic Churches to be used for ht Svea services alternately with Catholic sen 

_ vices, E.P.S. Geneva 


Boras BRITAIN Early Church Custom Revived 


An interesting custom of the early Church was revived in a Norfolk sak 
england) village on Maundy Thursday, This was the Agape or Love Feast. Ry this nan 
means Anglicans and Methodists in the small village of Hilgay met togethe for a wore 
‘ship service, which included Psalm 145, such as is used by the Eastern Orthodox Church 
in their Agape service. Hymns were sung, the Nicene creed recited in unison, and tha 
‘the bread was blessed and broken at the altar rails, and handed in baskets along the 
‘pews. The Reve GeloThomson reminded those presmt that thet rue sacrament of unity | 
was the Holy Communion, but that until the barriers were lifted, the agape was the 
nearest permissible approach to that perfecs unity in worship. He explained care= 
fully that the agape was distinct from the Holy Communion and was:not a sacrament. 
Thus a very anciamt tradition has been restored, recreating sometHing of the family 
atmosphere which probably characterised an agape in the early days of the Church, 
nich has also a place within the Methodist tradition in the form of the "love feast", ~ 
which had a history of nearly 200 years in Methodism, BPs. Geneva | pe 
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"The Divine Tragedy! 


a The producers of the film "Monsieur Vincent", the life of St Vincent 
) de Paul, which has proved to be a worldwide success, have begun work on a second 
and extremely delicate project +a film on the Passion of Christ. 


To be entitled "The Divine Tragedy", the new film will be produced with 
| funds subscribed by well-wishers in all parts of the world. The production is ex= 
pected to be unique of its type. 


it The script has been written by Abel Gance, who will direct production. 
| For 25 years he has been working on the text, which has been submitted to theologe 
' ians of all creeds in all parts of the world. 


The portrayal of Christ on the screen was debated with the greatest 
Care. It has finally been decided that two versions should be made = one in which 
Christ will appear throughout the film, and another in which He will be heard but 
not seen, 


The choice of the person to represent Christ has not yet béen made. 
"We want a man who has faith", say the producers, "The first condition, which may 
Seem paradoxiCAl,is that he must feel above all that he is incapable of playing the 
(role. It would be presumption for him to feel capable of doing so", 


. Many people, including clergy, have been submitted to a tést. The names 

of the actors or technicians will not, howeva’, be revealed, Following the tradi - 

tion of the early cathedral builders, the film will be constructed anonymously. Acte 
Ors and cinema men will be of the most diverse nationalities. 


ee The Israeli Government has not only provided facilities for filming 
SCenes in Holy Land, but has subscribed towards the cost of these shots. 
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In preparing his script the author has tried "not only to bring to life 
on the screen the historic drama recounted by the Gospels but has attempted to show 
the profound effect of this drama on the daily life of humanity". E.P.S Geneva 


UNITED STATES Jesuit College dismiss Beach-— 
ers on 'Bigotry" Grounds 


. Four Roman Catholic laymen, employed as teachers at Boston College, a 
- Jesuit institution in Massachusetts, have been dismissed, according to a Religious 
_ News Service (New York) report, because they are alleged to have taught "ideas lead- 
_ ing to bigotry and intolerance," The report quotes the Very Reve William LeKeleher, 
_ §.ds,y President of the College, as stating that dismissa‘. came four months after 

_ these teachers had been warned against speaking "in class and out, on matters cone 
_ trary to the traditional teaching of the Catholics," 


The four teachers, the report continues, asserted that they had been - 
dismissed because they "accused the College of heresy’. Their objections were based 
on the ground that students there, these teachers said, were being taught thats 


1. There may be salvation outside of the Roman Catholic Church; 


2. A man may be saved, although he does not hold that the Roman Catholic 
Church is supreme ainong Churches; 


3. A man may be saved without submission to the Church. 


An‘official of the College cited in authoritative exposition of the 
points at issueypassages from the Baltimore catechism, used by the Roman Catholic 
Church in U.S.A, for the basic instruction of children and converts, One passage 
states that "the who knows the Church to be the true Church and remains out of it 
cannot be saved.!' The phrase itremains out of it", the catechism declares, "applies 
to men of bad faith who sin against the truth" and tit does not apply to men of good 
faith that belong to the soul of the Church,'! The catechism adds that "the soul 

of the Church comprises all that possess God's grace, even if they are not ~ 
memberss" (R.N.S.) B.P.S. Geneva 


CANADA Newfoundland Anglicans Join Canadian Church 


Next September the Anglican Diocese of Newfoundland, now attached to ‘ae 
the Church in England, will become the 28th diocese of the Church of England in 
Canada, Newfoundland became Canada!s tenth province on March 31, 1949. 2 


Like the members of otha’ communions in Newfoundland, the 100,872 pe 
Church of England people are scattered in villages and hamlets throughout the ise 
land and along its rugged coaste One parish has no less than 26 mission outposts, 
all served by one priest. The Rt. Rev. .S Abraham is Bishop of the diocese, which ~ 
includes Labrador. Bishop Abraham's father and grand-father were both bishops of — 1g 

we 


the Anglican Communion, 


Census figures for 1945 show that the 320,000 people of Newfoundland 
including Labrador, are one-third Roman Catholic, one-third Anglican, and one= 
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: quarter United Church of Canada. The largest of the other Protestant denominations 
is the Salvation Army, which has 22,540 adherents. A total of 10,457 are in other 


groups e : E.P.S. Geneva 
4 GREAT BRITAIN "Agape" in a Norfolk Parish © 
4 Here are some further details on the Agape, or Love Feast, reported in 
% oe a according to the "Church of England Newspaper & The Record" (April 22, 
4 949). 
" Simple fellowship meal of the carly Church, the "Agape" was revived in 


_ the parish of Hilgay, West Norfolk, as a means of bringing togetha members of dif- 
ferent denominations, The rector (Anglican) invited the local Methodist congregam 
tion to join with his own for this service, 


The agape is known to have been a regular and frequent practice of the 
early Church for a good many centuries, and was a feature of church life in the days 
of Athanasius, Basil, Gregory, Chrysostom, Jerome, Augustine, and others. It is ) 
still practised in some parts of the world, and retains a great deal of its original 
simplicity. The agape is the restoration of a very ancient tradition. It recreated 
- something of the natural and family atmosphere which probably characterised an agape 
in the early days of the Church, It has provided a new meeting ground for the adhe~ 
rents of separated traditions. 


At Hilgay, the service beganwith the singing of hymns, followed by the 
_ lessons (St John XVII), the high-priestly prayer with its theme of Unity, which was 
' read by the Methodist minister, Then in his sermon the rector reminded the Congres 
_ gation that the true sacrament of unity was the Holy Communion, but that until the 

_ barriers were lifted the agape was the nearest permissible approach to that perfect. 
_ unity in worship. He explained carefully that the agape was distinct from the Holy 
_ Communion, and was not a sacrament. 


After the hymn "When I survey the wondrous Cross! the congregation 
recited together the words of the Nicene Creed. After this came the agape. First, 
_ the prayers, and the blessing of the bread, on which was the impress of the cross. 


There followed. the breaking of the bread at the altar rails facing the con @ 

' gregation. Then the distribution of the bread, which was put in small pieces into 
baskets which could be conveniently handed along the pews. As the stewards came 

4 up to the rails, the congregation joined together in the Lord's Prayer. After 
Collects and one short extempore prayer, the service ended with the hymn "Jesus 
shall reign where'er the sun", and the Blessing, The two conditions requiredof all 
- who partook of the agape were that they should have been baptised, and that they 

' "loved the Lord in sincerity and truth". EoP.S.» Geneva 


_ CHINA Christian Leaders and the Approach to Communism 


Sixty-seven Christian leaders - forty Chinese and twenty-seven mission= 
ary « held a one-day meeting in Shanghai to pool opinions on the present political . 
situation as it affects Christian work and to ckarify their thinking about problems 
- aheads 
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One veteran missionary told the correspondent in China of Relivious 
News Service (New York) that it was "amazing and inspiriting" to see how much better 
prepared the missionaries are to meet the challenge of Communism now than they were 
ast November. 


Some of the points brought out in discussion were: 


The Communist movement in China is fired by such fanatical zeal as has 
peldom. been seen in the four thousand years of Chinese history. Christians must 
sek to maintain an honest, unprejudiced and open mind towards it, to separate the 
gc gold from the dross. 


If the Christian movement in China has relied too much on outside help, 
it now must build up its indigenous strength. Gr istians must forget differences and 
: “mite their effortas 


Communist Leaders Mao Tse-tung and Chou En-lai, questioned about religious — 
reedom, have replied that there will be freedom of belief but also freedom of none 

; elif. There is need for Christian "apologists" such as those of the early centuries 
of Christianity. 


q In the future; more effective lay leadership must be developed. New 
programmes must be mapped out to show that Christianity is a practical, working re» 
Nligion, closely rclated to the welfare of the common people, whether spiritual, 
gocial or economic. Overlapping organisations, dead wood, must be cut out. 


On Christian education there is need to think out Christian philosophies 
of Be Sieacby and production and also to study other philosophies of life. Schools 
must strengthen relations between Church and school and try to Christianise the homes 


. It was recognised that in the field of Christian literature, the cultiva- 
tion of young Clristian writers is important» Special need was seen for more tran- 
Slations of important Christian books from othe lands, more popular writing for the 
Masses, especially in rural areas, and books by Chinese writers growing out of pers — 
sonal expericnce.e 


é As regards Christian work for youth, speakers pointed out that students 
have a special place in Chinese national life. Chinese youths are comparatively ma~ 
ture because they are in close touch with realistic life problems, They are dis— 
Satisfied with the status quo and demand radical change. 


Linked with the masses, students can make a significant contribution 

t ae > the welfare of the common peoples, Christian workers must help youth not only 
to solve their own problems but aiiec” e this contribution to the common people. 
> fouth will not come to understand Jesus in a vacuum, but in relation to the social 
order. ; E5P.Se Geneva 


SERMANY Nieméller's former Berlin Church Re-opened 


The JesuseChrist Church in the Berlin suburb of Dahlem whee, during a 
2 years of the Church struggle, Dis Martin Niemdller am his colleague of the Cone Rint 
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fessing Church, the late Pastor F. Miller, preached the Gospel without compromise 
and, despite surveillance by the Gestapo, warned crowded congregations against the 
dangers of Nazi ideology, has been re-opened for public worship. EePeS. Geneva 


GERMANY Understanding ba& ween the Churches 


In the spirit of understanding between the churches, the following. 
events were announced in Germany in the last week of April. 


q Ecumenical Conference of North German Churches, An ecumenical con- 
fermce for the Protestant churches of Northern Germany was held in Bremen, with 
some participants from abroad. This Conference was organised on behalf of the Are 

” beitsgemeinschaft Christlicher Kirchm in Germany by the Ecumenical Centre in Franke 
‘furt/Main, In accordance with the resolutions of the Amsterdam Assembly concerning 
‘the promotion of Christian unity in the diffvrent provincial churches and parishes, 
‘lectures were given by Bishop Stephen Neill (one of the Assistant General Secretaries 
of the World Council of Churches, Geneva), Dean Hégsbro (the representative of the 
World Council in Germany), Bishop Lilje (Hannover) and Dr. Freytag, (Missionsdirek~ 


tor, Hamburg) « 


q The whole conference was 2 proof of the lively interest taken by the 
German Evangelical Church in the ecumenical movements, 


j A similar conference was recently held with delegates from the churches 
4n the Eastem Zone of Berlin. Thirty religious organisations were represented at 
the annual meeting of the tArbeitsgemeinschaft der Kirchen und Religionsgesellschaf- 
ten in Gross=Berlin" ("Union of Churches and Religious Organisations of Greater~ 


and one Jewish rabbi. The annual meeting approved the rule of arbitration, to which 
' all the religious organisations affiliated to the "Union have promised their alle= © 
_ giance.’ The purpose of this is to settle any tensions or points of dissention which 
come upy without recourse to legal advices 


a A further series of lectures organised by the Protestant and Catholic 
' Churches was held at Eberswalde, in Brandenburg, entitled "The Mystery of Man". 
The churches tried to find a common message, with which to meet the increasing Ccon~ 
fusion in all religious and moral ideas, especially among young people. Although 
the speakers belonged to different confessions, a clear, Christian answer was found 
S to the needs of our time. A thousand people of all ages and classes met every week 
4n the largest hall in the town, E.P.S. Geneva 


Pu.S.S.R- An Honorary Doctorate 
OE nema 


volume II ¢f the Moscow Fatriarchate's periodical of this year - reports 


of the Theological \cademies of Moscow and Leningrad, have conferred a doctorate 


In the accompanying qudéation it is stated that the Patriarch "has 
steered the shipof the Church with a wise and firm hand to the promised shores of © 
the eternal Kingdom of God, and has not only guided the course of events but indi- 


that the Holy Synod of the Russian Orthodox Church, in consultation with the Directers — 
sy 


honoris: causa upon Patriarch Alexius. | a 
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Berlin't). The Committee consisted of one Roman Catholic priest, one Methodist pastor, — 
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_ cated the true path to be followed." In recognition of this service, the two 

_ Theological Academies mentioned, "whose duty it is to expound not only Holy Writ 
_ but the significance of developments in Church affairs,""have decided t'to commemorate 
in this way the great and wonderful thing which our eyes have seen", E.P,S, Geneva 


; U.S .a.R. ) "Pravda" and the Noah's Ark Expedition 
OE ad ee NOS SB ALK Expedition 


; As has been announced, a religious and scientific expedition, led by 
_ Dr. E. Aaron Smith, Dean of the People!s Bible School in the U.S.A. 5 and consist- , 
ing of British and American archaeologists, is to try to trace the remains of Noah!s 

_ Ark on the summit of Mount Ararat. The expedition 4s to take some three months. 


The Moscow newspaper "Pravda, reporting this, adds the following 
comment "What is the intention behind this Biblical masquerade on the borders of 
Soviet Armenia'?:A glance at the map will suffice to show the meaning of this scripts — 
/ ural fun and games on the part of the Anglo-Ameri can imperialists. The real aim of 

_ the expedition is as far removed from archaeology as Mr. Egerton-Sykes (a leading 
British member of the projected expedition) from his remote ancestor Noahs! 
E.P,S, Geneva 


The Participation of Orthodoxy in the Ecumenical Movement 
LL LLL LLL LLL LLL CCL TCC CET tt ant eeeenniine 


; "The Messenger of the Russian Church in Western Europe!', the monthly 

paper of the Russian Church in Emigration (Paris) which is attached to the Ecumenic- 
al Patriarchate of Constantinople, published in its May number an article by Professor 
G. Florovsky, member of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches, on 
"the Participation of the Orthodox in the Ecumenical Movement", 


_ This participation must be understood as "participation in the ecumenice 
_ al conversation", Participation of this kind is not only "admissible! but is based on 
the duty of "bearing witness untiringly 9f Orthodoxy". The cooperation of Orthodoxy 
in the ecumenical movement is theref ord (missionary action't because the Orthodox 
Church knows itself to be "the custodian of the faith of the Apostles and of the 
full apostolic tradition and therefore as the one, true Church" which "occupies an 
_ exclusive position in the midst of the divisions of Christendom, 


7 The Orthodox theologian "does not, therefore, feel lost among those 
of other confessions, even if they are numerically superiortt, He has to give them 
"not his own theological opinion, but the indisputable teaching of the Church', 


q But is the ecumenical movement the right place for this witness, 
and is participation in the ecumenical movement the right way of bearing this wit- 
ness? 


"It is impossible to ignore the problem posed by the fact of the Re~ 
_ formation...even if the solutions of Protestantism have to be rejectedt. The Or- is 
_ thodox must rather follow up this problem from within, and lead it to tcatholic Me 

solutionst!, This can only be done if one has travelled the same way"onets self as 
wa partner in the conversations" especially in our time when "Protestant positions 
are being tested to their foundations, and half forgotten (spiritual) fields and 
depths are being discovered", 
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Referring to the decision of the Moscow Congress of 1948, refusing 

_ to permit participation of the Russian Church in the ecumenical movement in its 

_ present form, Prof. Florovsky explained that instead of occupying the 85 seats re= 
served for the Orthodox , only 23 were occupied. Accordingly, the participation 

of this Church in the ecummical movement could hardly be expected. The organi- 

sation of the World Council must be understood tin its present form'!, The Moscow 

Resolution must therefore "be regarded as final". It "excludes the possibility 

of the majority of Orthodox Uhurches participating in the e.*nenical work for a 


long time.tt The participation of Orthodoxy in the ecumenical mevement is th ereby 
considerably limited, 


_ as such? Can a few individual Orthodox Churches adequately represent the whole 
Orthodox world? 


| From the very beginning, "Orthodoxy has been represented in the World | 
- Council en bloc; the places were not specifically distributed among the separate 
Churches", In this way representation was give to “the Orthodox Confession as a 
whole, not to its separate Churches", That means the tacit recognition of the 
special position of Orthodoxy within the ecumenical, movement , In thé case of Ore 
thodoxy, an exception was made: instead of the territorial principle, the confess— 
ional principle was applied. ‘In Moscow this was regarded as an oversight... In 
_ actual fact it signified the very opposites... The unity of the Orthodox viewpoints 
_ seemed ‘so obvious, that the territorial principle necessarily assumed seconcary im~ 
_ portance... Any of the Orthodox Churches could fully represent Orthodoxy as a 
_whole. The territorial criterion must not be underestimated. But overemphasis on 
_ the territorial criterion, especially in Orthodoxy, is a proof of unhealthy parti~ 
cularism and the blunting of the ecumenical consciousness’, 
Everything depends on "how the call of Orthodoxy to the ecumenical 
_ work sis understood, and that is expected of it"... i ke every ecumenical ‘meeting, 
Amsterdam was only the beginning of the Conversation, not the end of it. The 


sibility "not only of the participants in the conference, but primarily of the 
Churches, the clergy and the church-members as a whole... Local interests must 
give way, when the bases of the Christian faith and the future of Christendom are 
under discussion", | E.P.S. Geneva 


UNITED STATES Prayer Room for United Nationst H.Q. 


: The directive issued by the Hons Trygve Lie, Secretary-General of the. 
‘United Nations, that a special chamber for prayer and meditation be set up in the | 


Council of Churches. Noting that the Federal Council has supported the United 


Department of International Justice and Goodwill, points out in a letter to Mr. Lic. 
_ that "it becomes increasingly clear, however, that the United Nations cannot fully 
achieve the ideals embodied in its Charter uniess recourse is made to a power not 
its own." E.P.S. Geneva 


But does this fact reduce the value of the participation of Orthodoxy - 


_ “Concerns are brought forward" and the carrying out of those concerns is the respon= 


in New York. 


new headquarters now unda construction in New York has been welcomed by the Federal — 
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Nations from its inception, Dr. Walter van Kirk, Executive Secretary of the Council's — 
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ECUMENICAL PRESS SERVICE 


17, ROUTE DE MALAGNOU, GENEVA 
TEL. 54333  — Telegr.: " OIKUMENE GENEVA" 


19 under the auspices of 


“4 the WORLD COUNCIL of CHURCHES 
: the INTERNATIONAL MISSIONARY COUNCIL 
the WORLD’S ALLIANCE of YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS 
the WORLD’S YOUNG WOMEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION 
the WORLD’S STUDENT CHRISTIAN FEDERATION 
the WORLD COUNCIL OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
the UNITED BIBLE SOCIETIES 
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The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the Churches 
and Christian movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 
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GREAT BRITAIN A Chapel for the Fellowship of 
St.Alban and St.Sergius 


A new chapel, dedicated to St.Basil the Great, was recently opened in 
London, It is for the use of members of the Fellowship of St. Alban and St. Sergius. 


Archbishop Germanos, Metropolitan of Thyateira — one of the six Presidents 
of the World Council of Churches ~ dedicated a chapel at St. Basil's House in Lade 
broke-grove, the headquarters of the Fellowship. The chapel is the property of the 
Orthodox but is intended as a common place of worship for both Anglicans and Orthodox, 
and provides a further step towards the friendship and unity between the two traditions 
which is the principal aim of the fellowship, 


The service, although based on the Orthodox form for the consecration of a 
church, was almost entirely in English. After singing the hymns and the Archbishop!s 
blessing, Archbishop Germanos gave a short address in which he stated that he had 
often advised Orthodox people to gé regularly to Anglican Shurches, to listen to 
_ Sermons and to pray in company with Anglicans «+ although making an exception of Holy 
Communion + whenever they are living far away from Orthodox churches, 


i 


YW 


. "In thus acting, the Archbishop continued, I am conforming to the thoroughly 
Christian principles which, for the last thirty years have brought it about that the 

_ Oecumenical Patriarchate should promote friendship, mutual understanding and cooperation 

_ between the Orthodox and members of other Churches, in matters related to the common 


interest of the whole of Christendom." E.P.S., Geneva 
eee STATES Dr, Nolde Honoured 


The Philadelphia Council of Churches applied a citation to Dr. 0. Frederick 
Nolde, Director of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs and 
Associate General Secretary of the World Council of Churches, with special reference 
to his work in connection with the United Nations! Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights. 
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; "We were especially gratified", the citation added, "ito observe in that 

Declaration Article 16 (see EPS Noedg/1948) which provides for the freedom of re~ 

' ligious belid and worship, and includes the right to propagate religious faith by 
“any group anywherett, E.P.S. Geneva 


“UNITED STATES The Churches and The North Atlantic Pact 


The Federal Council of Churches called on the United States Senate, in | 
‘the event of its ratifying the North Atlantic Pact, to make it clear that its action 
does not mean that it considers the avenues of pkeintis conversation with Russia. 
'to be closed. It also asked the Senate to declare that ratification would not mean 

' that the pact wotl.d be a substitute for a universal system of collective security. 


In a letter to each member of the Senate, Protestant Episcopal Bishop 
“william Scarlett of Missouri, in his capacity as chairman of the Federal Councilts 
Department of International Sustice and Goodwill, further proposed that the Senate 

/ assert that ratification should not be construed as a substitute for those curative 
-and creative efforts of government through which it is sought to promote economic 
recovery, to strengthen the institutions of democracy, and to advance the political 
-and social well-being of subject and dependent peoplest, 


" Bishop Scarlett reminded the Senators that the Council's 27 Protestant 
and Orthodox denominations supported Senate ratification of the UN charter “in the 
Conviction that the security of our nation was to be derived from a system of col» 
lective security embracing all nations", 


DeClaring that the Council members still held to this view, the Bishop 
said: 


"Tf as a result of such action as may be taken by the Senate on the North 
“Atlantic Pact the interest of the American people in supporting and strengthening 
the United Nations were to be diminished, the consequences might well be inimical 
_to the peace of the world", E.P.S. Geneva 


UNITED STATES Christian Responsibility in World Affairs 


i "Christian Responsibility in World Affairs is the title of a conference 
held at Union Theological Seminary in New York on April 29, under the auspices of 
the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs. 


The Commission of the Churches on International Affairs was esbatlished 
in August of 1946, unda’ the joint sponsorship of the World Council of Churches and 
the International Missionary Council, as a "source of stimulus and knowledge in AS 
their approach to international problems", Sen 


L Dr. Arnold J» oynbee, Director of Research for the Royal Institute of ng 
International Affairs in London, spoke on "The Role of Christianity in'International 
Affairs", He stated that Christianity has a role in all human affairs, because pak 
eaoenity 3 is cocerned with the relation of 1 rt souls to God, and all human 
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a The modern secular system of international affairs arope out of the break» 
_ down of the mediagval attempt » in Western Christendom, to organise international af- 
fairs under the leadership of the Western Christian Church, While it is true that 
_ the mediaeval Western Church failure was not throngh its own fault, it is also true 
that the repudiation of the authority of religion in international relations is the 
tain reason why international affairs have gone wronge States have become objects 


_ of an idolatrous religious worship; hence the increasing violence of the conflicts 
between these states. 


4 ' Politics cannot be managed successfully unless they are subordinated to 
religion, There are alternative ways of making religion paramount, and we can pro- 
fit from our medieval precedessors! experience by trying to avoid their mistakes. 


"If, with the help of religion, mankind now sveceeds in getting inter- 
' national relations under control, I believe that economics and politics will cease 


_to be the absorbing interests of mankind, and that religion will become man's parae 
mount interest as in the past!', 


: Dre Clarles He Malik, minister of the Lebanon government to the United 
“States, Lebanese delegate to the United Nations » and former President of the United 


Nations * Economic and Social Council, concluded his speech by saying: 


"Either there is a common morality about man which can be codified and 

) not only respected but also actually observed under a rule of law, or we are on the 

| verge of chaos. The proposed Covenant of the Human Rights is a symptom of the decay, 

Pnot acure. What can arrest. - - and reserve the process of decay is cer- - 
tainly not international machinery, but the spirit of God once again mightily break- 

| ing forth through the hearts of mene As in every Crisis through the long record of 

j human misery, the Church of Christ is the only real answer, 


7 "Let the Church therefore be the Church, one, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic, 
)and the rights of man will be both proclaimed and realised. I yeArn and groan for 
mothing as I do for the unity of the Body of our Lords ‘In that holy unity alone is 
man in all his possibilities completely revealed. What a pale and miserable phantom 
‘is all our activity for human rights by comparison with the humanity alréady achieved 
for all of us in Jesus Christ! Whatever we do with our human Cavenants, surely He 
is able to keep His Covenant with us'', 


The Revo Charles W. Ranson, General Secretary of the International Mission= 
ary Council, gave some facts on "Christian Missions and World Order", According to 
the last statistical survey, there are at the present time approximately 24,500 a 
foreign missionaries of the non-Roman Catholic Churches at work in 98 different is 
Countries with a population of more than 1,000,C00,000. 9° thdae. about, 7,700 are 

ordained ministers, 6,800 are non-ordained men and’ over 10,000 are women, It is a : 
"fairly safe assumption that these figures can be matched by at least an equal number 


8S alives 


of Roman Catholic missionaries, | a 
ie It is still the case that a certain number of the very ablest and finest i 
| spirits among the younger graduates of our universities will every year desert the , . 
| Prospects of honour and comfort open to them in the lands of their birth, and offer ca 
themselves for the missionary work, As a world force, the missionary enterprise a 
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q Christian missions are an important factor in world affairs because they 
have, under God, resulted in a Christianity which is universal not merely in prin- 
Ciple but in fact, "I do not think it is fantastic to suggest that the world-wide 
Christian fellowship, which is the fruit of Christian mission, has something important, 


-perhaps something decisive, to say to those who seok anxiously for the principles of 
world community't,: 


Dr. WeAe Visser 't Hooft, General Secretary of the World Council of Churches, 
spoke on An Ecumenical Approach to the SovieteWestern Tensions", and Mr. ‘Jckn Foster 
Duiles on "The Churches and the United Nations", EePoSeGeneva 


“UNITED STATES Protestant Missions and American Aid to China 


Executives of Protestant mission boards in New York voiced opposition to 
any furthe military aid to China and urged support of the State Department's non- 
intervention in China, 


| This group - the China Committee of the ¥oreign Missions Conference of 
North America, which is composed of 26 major Protestant denominations whose wrk in 
China constitutes a considerable proportion of the Protestant missionary enterprise 

| there - sent letters on May 5, to the Senate Foreign Relations Committee and the 

House Foreign Affairs Committee, expressing the conviction that military aid to the 
Nationalist government would arouse the antagonism of the vast majority of Chinese 
people, but that non-intervention would preserve "the long standing friendship! bet= 
-ween the United States and China, 


| ‘"In view of the pressure being brought on Congress to extend military aid 

to China", the letter states, "the undersigned have been requested by representative 

) members of the China Committee of the Foreign Missions Conference to write you to inter~ 

| pret the attitude of the large majority of missions boards concerned with China, based 

| upon correspondence with American missionaries in China end their Chinese colleagués, 
“Conversation with those who have recently returned, and frequent exchange of views, 


"The twenty-six denominations represented in the China Committee, with a 
Membership in the U.S.A, of 29,000,000, carry on an extensive and varied Christian 
programme in all parts of China. 


MWe are convinced that in the present stage of Chinats developmaits, no CN 
effective basis for peaceful change of government has been established and that a 


than either of the two alternatives presented, 


m. 
"We believe that the welfare of the people of China should be the motivate ia 
ing objective of the actension of the 'European Cooperation Administration! aid to , 


safeguard the freedom of the people and promote. genuine and adequate economic de « 3 = 
velopment- He ; 

"This letter indicates the concern which we feel for the Chinese people and 
our desire that the long standing friendship between the United States and China may ; 
be maintained and strengthened", E.P.S, Geneva | 
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Churches in Moscow had overflow congregations for Easter, which was ob- 


4 served in the Russian Orthodox Church a week after commemoration in the western 
7 . Churches, ; 


_ Several members of the diplomatic corps, including the Ambassador from 
_ Roumania,attended the service in the Yelokhovsky Cathedral, where the Patriarch 
_ Alexius celebrated the midnight services, At the stroke of midnight, the cathedral 
| bells began "pealing the tidings of Christ?s resurrection" , 


. Throughout the period of Holy Week, Easter cakes were on display in the 
Moscow shops. E.P.S. Geneva 


SOUTH AMERICA 


ee eget se dae 


Persons and Refugees 


. Fresh impetus was given to the resettlement of Protestant and Orthodox . 
_ refugees from Europe to South America as a result of the 20,000 mile plane trip under 
_ taken by representatives of the World Council's Refugee Division (Mr. Alan Braley) 

and the Lutheran World Federation (Dr. Stewart W, Herman) in March afd April. Bight 
of the 13 countriés were visited, namely, Brazil, Uruguay, Argentina, Chile, Peru, 
Bolivia, Colombia, Venezuela, and in every case it was possible to establish inter 


- denominational reception committees, Only in Brazil and Peru were such committees 
already functioning. 


The committees, indeed, have a triple task: first, to welcome the immigrants © 
_ in the name of the Churches and to provide a Spiritual ministry for than, This will 
include the cdlling of refugee pastors whc’ever sufficient numbers of people warrant 
it. Secondly, to give helpful counsel and, if possible, material aid to the new~ ng 
comers without adwquate knowledge of the country, its language and customs. Thirdly, 

_ to secure promises of employment and housing in advance for the use of selection 

teams in E-wrope. Any schemes for colonization in certain countries, such as Chile, 
Brazil and Bolivia, would also be carefully studied by competent churchnen. 


‘Special mention must be made of the officers of YMCA and YWCA in all the 
countries. In Chile the YWCA is acting ad the reception committee for IFO and in 
all cases these organizations have already given much assistance to immigrants ap- i 
_pealing to them for aid without distinction of religious differences. E.P.S. Geneva 


Russian Baptists not to be Represented at Baptist Congress at Stockhoin 

‘ Dr. T,G, Dunning, of the Baptist Union Young People's Department in Enge 
land, invited the Russian Baptists to send delegates to the Third World Congress of 3 
Baptist Youth to be held at Stockholm in August 1949. c 
: In his reply the President Secretary of the Russian Baptist Union we'tes: 
"Dear Brother in Christ = In answer to your kind invitation... we wish to 


ns 
‘inforn you that we have decided to decline taking part in the aboves=mentioned Congress — 
for the following reasons: . i 
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q "In our Russian Evangelical Baptist Union we observe the same organisation 
as the early Christian Church and the Apostolic methods of work; therefore, we do 

“not practise services amongst children and special work amongst youth, Our young © 

believers are not divided by special organisations from the general body of believers — 
in our churches, but striving for the evangelical faith in one spirit with 11 the 2: 
‘children of God within our congregations. 7 


; "For these reasons, to| Appoint representatives of our young people to the 
forthcoming Congress in Stockholm, would be to distinguish between youth and the Base 
_whole body of the believers, which we consciously seek to avoid, and we do not wish to © 


‘ 


depart from that principle in the futuret!, E.P.S. Geneva 

GERMANY | Lutheranism and Ecumenism : 
7 Under the auspices of the 1949 Church Week"! held in Hamburg, which was a 
opened by Bishop Meiser in the presence of visitors both from Germany and abroad, ne 


Dr. Anders Nygren, Chairman of the Lutheran World Federation and Bishop of Lund, . oi 
spoke on the relation of Lutheran efforts for unity to the ecumenical movement. ‘i 


The"Evangelischer Pressedienst"of Bethel, Bielefeld, reporting on this 
in its issue of May 4, 1949, states: "Lutheranismts will to unity, Bishop Nygren 
emphasised, had nothing to do with confessionalistic strivings for power, but was 
based on consciousness on the part of Lutheran Churches throughout the world of 
their common responsibility and their common message. Fears lest this will to unity 
‘might in some way harm the ecumenical movement, which at the Amsterdam Assembly had 
taken a real step forward, were wholly unfounded. Lutheranism and the ecumenical 
‘movement were most closely bound up together. The Lutheran confession was a ne- 
Cessity for the deepening of ecumenical work to unite Christendom, and the prospect — 
‘of Christian unity was a necessity if the Gospel was to stand forth in its true 


importance, tt E.P.S, Geneva 
“GERMANY No Political activitics by Pastors 


The Evangelical Church Conference, the regu¥ar representative bocy of the | vos 
27 Land Churches composing the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKID), at its meeting | 
in Hamburg on May 4,passed a resolution calling on all churchgoers not to refuse Bs 
‘their co-operation in parliamentary ,party or public duties. On the other hand, the 
) Conference considered it imperative "that pastors actually holding office should, a 
) for the proper performance of their service, to which they are bound without re- ve 
gard to party allegiance, stand aside from all active participation in parliamentary 
or party work!', E.P.S, Geneva Fes) 


| GREE E Greek Students and the Ecumenical Movement i 
a Bulletin No. 3 of the Student Christian Association in Greece contains an ‘he 

article on "The Orthodox and Ecumenical Gatherings, from which we quote the follow— 
ing points: 


; ",.. If the Holy Spirit has brought forth such splendid fruits - missions a 
to the heathen, moral rebirth, relief work, social reform and so on « among the 
Protestant Churches, we should be committing a grave sin of pride were we to !call 
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“common what God hath cleansed! (Acts 10,xV) and to refuse to enter into relations 
‘with these Churches. We are aware that God has committed to us the sacred and ina 
‘tangible trust of the Orthodox faith, but we are also aware that He has awakened 
“holy callings and mighty works among our brethren in Christ-whom the upheavals of 
history and the sins of men - our own included — have deprived of the full Apostolic 
and Orthodox tradition, Is it not therefore an imperative duty to seck to pa | 
by all means which are in our power our spiritual contacts with them?... 


} "Tt is thus clear that, if the Orthodox may contest the validity of the 
'principles underlying the ecumenical movement, doubt whether their participation in 
-it be opportune, and at times differ from it in historical judgment, they are none 
_the less unanimous in affirming, firstly, that they have not only the right but the 
‘duty of establishing contact with the non-Orthodox, and, secondly, that the aim of 
» such contacts should under no circumstances be the Sdandaticn of a Federation of 
Churches which would claim to be, toreplace or to absorb the One Holy Catholic and 
» Apostolic Church'', 


Prof, Karl Barth recently wrote, "At Amsterdam, not one of the Churches 
represented stood forth before the rest with a claim to be the one saving and ine 

) fallible Church", This statement has cauged an uproar in church and theological 

) circles in Athens. We have here, in fact, an extremely regrettable misunderstanding, 
» likely to have very serious results as regards the relations of the Church of Greece 
' with the ecumenical movement, and already productive of unfavourable repercussions 

' on these matters. 


. The Orthodox Church is by its very definition the sole infallible holder 
| of the Apostolic tradition, and this it has never cedsed to proclaim. Any dd egate 
of the Orthodox Church to an ecumenical assembly who, whether through a courtesy 
» incorrectly construed or through culpable weakness, failed to state this truth + 
» no Orthodox theologian is unaware that it is a basic dogma of the Church w~ would run 
» &@ grave risk of incurring the fate of the Byzantine delegates to the Council of 
Florence. 


cs The Orthodox attend ecumenical gatherings in order to bear witness among 
the non-Orthodox to Revetled Truth, We would implore the non-Orthodox not to read 

" into this assertion either pride or arrogance: we know tht we are unworthy of the 

_ trust committed to us, and that w have much to learn from them in every’othe field, 

but where the content of our dogma is concerned we have nothing to learn, and can 

‘only pass on what we ourselves have received. E.P.8, Geneva 


GERMANY "Freedom without Indiscipline and Community without ‘a 
ss Tyranny. 5 


Representatives of the "Working Association of Christian Churches in Gere 
anytt met on eo 29 under the chairmanship of Kirchenprasident Do Himba ats and, rd 


resolution Griisabine against "the total claims of soldeicn systems and Powers!; 


1) The divisions in power politics at present endangering the peace of 
: the world owe their acuteness to the fact that they are based upon and supported A 
sid 


oe 
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_ by oppositions of outlook between which it is held tlat there can be no compromise 
and no arrival at an understanding. Both these philosophies advance the claim 

that unless they are accepted and followed there Can be no peaceful development for 

_ mankind, and at the same time guarantee decisive orientation towards good if they 

are accorded due respect and opportunity. Both demand faith and full self~ Comte 

_ ment, and in this way reveal themselves as doctrines of Salvation of a religious 
nature. While on the one side men look for the salvation of human freedom, which 

is thus erected into an idol and demands precedence over all else, the promise is 

_ made on the other of the salvation of social fellowship, which in its turn becomes 

_ an idol and claims the unconditional subordination of the individual to its interests. 


2) The Church knows and proclaims that neither path as today commended 

to us can lead to salvation, for salvation is in Christ Jesus, Only in Him can there 
_ be true freedom and genuine community, a freedom that is without indiscipline and a 
comunity that is without tyranny because freedom recognises the will of God and 
community bows to the rights of brothe men. For this reason the Church of Jesus 
_ Christ bears witness before the Powers Claiming to stand for human freedom that God 
_ gets to all striving for human freedom the »ound of responsibility for one's brother. 
_ But for this reason likewise she bears witness before those other Powers which put 
_ the claims of fellowship above all else that every human community stands or falls 
_ by the freedom of its members. Thus the Church speaks out wheresoever use is made 
of the levers of force, money or propaganda to impose a false faith upon men redeemed — 
and gained by God through Jesus Christ, and in this way to mislead them into a struggle 
_ against another false faith. No spurious evangel of freedom, no spurious evangel | 
_ of fellowship has the right to lay total’claim on us human Creatures, but God alone, 

Who speaks to us in Jesus Christ, saying, 'I have redeemed tee, thou art Mine!, 


3) Only through the Gospel of Jesus Christ is the final answer given to 

_ the question of the trie relation between freedom and responsibility, between the 

) rights of the individual and the demands of the community; only in the Kingdom of 

" God its real fulfilment, in this period of the world's history we have to do battle 
' in order that some day a really good middle path may be found and kept to between 

_ indiscipline and tyranny, but we have no call to fight for the idol of freedom 

_ against the idol of fellowshij or the other way about, as if our and mankindts sal # 
' vation depended upon it. For thus speaks the Lord to His people: !Thow runnest 


_ upon calamity, for with Me alone is thy salvation!." EePoSe Geneva 
SOUTH AFRICA Christian Unity Lectureship 


The Churches of Christ in America have, through their South African work, 
offered to finance for the first three years an annual lectureship on Christian 

Unity., to be known as the "Poter Ainslie Memorial Lecture!!, as a commemorative tri-~ 
_ bute’ to the life~long work for the re-union of the Christian Churches undertaken by 
Dr. Peter Ainslie of Baltimore, a distinguished minister of the Church of the Dise : 
Ciples of Christ, 


In the terms of the lecture’hip, drawn up by the controlling committee on i 
which the Christian Council of South Africa is represented, the lecture will be dew 
’ Signed to promote "Christian Unity and understanding of the Feumenical Chur¢h, It mh 
shall be proper, however to discuss other topics such as Christian Missions, the ime 3 
pact of the Church on social and political life, or othe similar themes, provided Ki 
these are related to the main subject of the lecture, and that it maintains the de 
“sirability of Christian Unity in order to secure the maximum effectiveness of the a 
Church's witness", | BePoSs Geneva : 
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i! UNITED STATES "Save D.P,s"' Drive by Pro — 
testant and Orthodox Churches 


"Act now! Save D,P,sitf is the keynote of the nationwide campaign launched 
in May by the Protestant and Eastern Orthodox Churches mobilising press, radio, 

_ films and literature, to evoke response for provision of sponsorships required by 

present legislation to enable Displaced Persons to emigrate to the United States. 


To enable a D,P, to emigrate to America the Congre-sszional D.P.Act of 1948 

_ requires: (1) Assurance of a home without displacing a resident; (2) Assurance of a 
| job without displacing a worker; (3) Agsurance of transportation from port of entry 
_ to point of resettlement; (4) Assurance that the DP will not become a public charge. 


Promoted by Church World Service this drive will be carried out by the united 

_ resources of denominations, church councils, the United Council of Church Women, State 
_ D.P, Commissions and local D.P, Committees whita, as their target, the D.P. Report Day 
_ Sunday June 26th, when results will be announced, 


"According to figures of the Displaced Persons Commission in Washington", pr. 
a Stanley Stuber, of Church World Service, points out, "33 per cent of the D.P.s in 

_ camps in Europe are members of the Protestant and Orthodox faiths. Yet of the as- 
_ surances which the Commission had as on April 23rd, only 14 per cent were provided 
by the Protestand and Orthodox Churchese The freedom-loving persons in the D.P, 


- camps look to the churches of America as their last best hope", EeP.S. Geneva 
_ UNITED STATES First Religious News Television Programme 
a ee iene eee————eEeEeEeEeEeEe 


A regular interdenominational religious news television programme "Through 
Eyes of Religion" has been started at Schenectady, New York, by the radio station 
'.WRGB with the support of local churches, the Federation of Churches of Christ in 
_ Albany and Religious News Service. Televised at present as a ten minute spot every 
_two weeks, the programme, if successful, will shortly be presented on a weekly basis. 
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- Two local clergymen of Presbyterian and Baptist Churches with broadcasting experience, 
_ who write the programme, provided commentary in the initial presentation on the recent 
_ Cleveland Conference showing Protestant Church leaders! reactions to the Atlantic Pact. 
of A photo of Pope Pius XII and a map portraying present divisions in Jerusalem illustrat- 

ed the recent Papal encyclical regarding internationalisation of the Holy City. 


A regular feature of the telecast will be "Pictures That Tell Their Own Story", © 

_ giving visual presentation of the problems of church life of the various denominations © 
with accompanying commentary. E.P.S,. Geneva 

| UNITED STATES International Congregational Council 

a Delegates from all parts of the world — about 1,000 persons = are expected at 
the sixth International Council of Vongregational Churches to be held at Wellesley, 


Mass., from June 17 to 24, 1949. This Council will be the first since 19302 One was 
scheduled for 1940, but the war prevented its being held, 


The Council is expected to have particular Significance because leaders of 

| world Congregationalism believe the time has come to form a more effective and perma— 

nent agency for their world fellowship and service. A new constitution has been draft— 
ed, with plans for permanent headquarters, and this will be acted upon at Wellesley. 


According to Dr. S.M.Berry of London, secretary of the International Congre- 

_ gational Council, one of the first purposes of the June Sessions "is to bring to the 
World Council of Churches the united witness and service of Congregational Churches 
throughout the world. 

; Four special morning sessions will be based on themes studied by the Amsterdam 
_ Assembly of the World Council. 


j Among the Church and State leaders expected are Sir Oliver Franks, British ; 
_ Ambassador to the United States; the Rt-eRev. Sabapathy Kulandran, Bishop of the Church — 
of South India; Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr of Union Theological Seminary, New York, etc, ) 


BePeSe Geneva 
: UNITED STATES Expansion of Protestant Publicity Urged 
| Expansion of Protestant publicity and journalism activities was urged by the cia 


_ Associated Church Press in a series of resolutions adopted at its annual convention 
_ held in Washington at the end of April. 


ee ee, PS 


It was also proposed that the editors! group counsel with the preparatory com— ay 
“mission of the proposed National Council of the Churches of Christ (see EPS Nool5/16) 
_ to the end that the Council establish a department of public relations to enable it 
to keep Protestantism intelligently and effectively before the national community". — 


» 
) 
‘ 


4 Another resolution urged the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches _ 
to adopt a public relations policy "reflecting a positive attitude toward the whole 

_ area of mass communicationsi!. The resolution asked the World Council of Churches to ~ 

expand its public relations department with a view to "strengthening the witness of 

the Protestant and Orthodox Vhurches to the world communityt, 


i 
i 
. 
ce 
¥ 
ig 
% 


« 
. 
‘ 


eae 


No. 20 = May 20, 1949 -34 142 
id Dr. David D. Baker, editor of "The Messenger", St. Louis, official organ of 

_ the Evangelical & Reformed Church, was elected president of the Association. Dr. Harold 
_E, Fey, managing editor of "The Christian Century", was named vice-president, and Dr. 
GE. Ruff, editor of "The Lutheran", Philadelphia, was reelected secretary-treasurer. 

$ EePoSe Gmeva 


The World Council of Churches and--Evangelism 


. Evangelism and the World Council is the subject of an article by Bishop Stephen 
_ Neill, one of the general secretaries of the World Council of Churches, which appears | 
_ in the "Christian Century", "What can the World Council of Churches do in the evanger 

_ listic field?"he asks, tt cannot initiate evangelistic enterprises on its own or tell 

' the Churches what:zto do, Bishop Neill says the World Council can do four things. 

‘First, it can keep constantly before the Churches the primary obligation of world , 
evangelisation. Second, it can help the Churches by critical evaluation of evangelis tic 
effort and its results. Third, it can study the problems of evangelism. And fourth, 
it may establish a reliable service of information on evangelistic effort and enter- 


prise. EePeSe Geneva 
” FINLAND Appointment of New Missionaries 


7 The Finnish Missionary Society (of the Lutheran Church of Finland) has appointed — 
ten new missionaries. The Society maintains eighty-five missionaries in Africa, China, 
and Palestine. EeP.S, Geneva 


A Whitsunday Service 


. The World Council of Churches, in New York, has released suggestions for a 
"Whitsunday Service in celebration of the unity of the Christian Church. 


The introductory remarks, signed by Dr. Henry Smith Leiper, one of the general 
secretaries of the World Council of Churches, say: 


"This first Pentecost after the first Assembly of the Churches at Amsterdam 
May be for many a fitting time to consider in a sermon some of the lessons which God 
has been teaching us in this unprecedented event and what has followed it", 


: 


Whereas the first Christian Pentecost saw the acceptance by the Infant Church 
of its world-wide mission and responsibility 'to all that are afar off', in the year 
1948 the Church could for the first time claim to be a Church, planted in every nation 
under heaven, It is the first fellowship of any kind,based on common allegiance to a 
| common Head,ever to become world—wide.... EePeS» Geneva 


NETHERLANDS 


Resolution of Missions Congress Ad 


3 A Missions Congress, convened by the Netherlands Missionary Council, was held 
Hat Zeist (Holland) from May 10 - 13, and passed the following resolution: 


| "The Missions Congress proclaims that, in the same way as the International set 
"Missionary Council is going to consider the co-ordination of missions work all over the © 
World, it will be neeessary for the Indonesian Missions, in agreement with the wishes 
| af the Indonesian Churches (through the Council of Churches ‘in process of formation), — 


ae 
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9 to make joint plans and to draw up priorities for future tasks, in concert with thes: 
Churches and associations responsib?.c. 


4 "The Congress urgently appeals to the Churches and associations involved in the 
_ work in Indonésia to put this into practice, and to help;to realize their plans in 
_ concrete form, in responsible cosoperation-with their Indonesian fellowew'rkors.: 


4 f EePeS sGeneva 
_ GREAT BRITAIN | Northampton 1949 


3 About fifty leaders of church youth work in European countries mot for the 
_ "Third European Leaders! Conference" at Courteenhall House, Northampton, from April 
2ist to 29th at the invitation of the Youth Department of the British Council of 

_ Churches and Christian Reconstruction in Europe. 


The Conference fell into two parts. The first four days were a general con- 
_ ference on the subject of Christian Witness and Freedom. Prof, David Roberts of 

_ Union Seminary, New York, spoke on the New Testament conception of Freedom; Pastor 
| Lerfeldt of Denmark on Luther's book on the Freedom of the Christian Man, and Mr, 

_ Tom Dribarg, M.P, on Freedom of Christian Witness. 


In the next four days, the delegates divided into two groups, one concentrating 
on Religious Drama in youth work, the other considering the Christian responsibility 
_ for young people in industry. 


This programme of practical experience was greatly welcomed by the delegates. 
#.P.5, Geneva 


United Nations Urged to Administrate Jerusalem 


The Near East Christian Council and the Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras have 
_ both spoken out for the international administration of Jeresalem to safeguard the 
accessibility of religious shrines and holy places to the faithful of all religions 

_ concerned. 


. A resolution was adopted at a meeting in Beirut, April 27, 1949, by the Near 
| East Christian Council, which represents Protestant missions and churches from the 
| Balkans to Ethiopia, reading as follows; 


",o- The Near East Christian Council unanimously urgese.. 


q (1) that the greater Jerusalem area be placed under United Nations administra- 
tion so as to constitute a centre of religious freedom for all faiths, and 


i 


(2) that speedy provision be made for the rehabilitation of the Palestine re- 
fugees including, where possible, their return to their former homes and in other 
Cases their resettlement with full compensation for property lost.,.! 


; On May 6, according to a Religious News Service report, the Ecumenical Patris re 
arch appealed directly to the United Nations on behalf of the Patriarchate » "the 
leading Church among all Orthodox Churches throughout the world; 
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"..eeIt is with a vivid interest that the Ecumenical Patriarch is following the 
sincere endeavours made by the United Nations during the negotiations held for the 
protection of the Holy Places. 


"The Ecumenical Patriarch believes that the only appropriate solution of the 
problem is the application of an intcrnational status under the guardianship of 


lestine as well", E.P.S, Geneva 


CHINA Roman Catholic Church in China 
Special permission has been granted priests to celebrate mass with ordinary 
bread, without altar or candles, without a missal or vestments. This means, said 


Archbishop Yu-pin, "that mass may be celebrated while the priest and the faithful 
are sitting around a table, as if for a simple breakfast". H.P.S, Geneva 


SOUTH AFRICA The Churches and "Prohibition 
of Mixed Marriages Bill" 


The Christian Churches have issued a common statement, regarding the "Prohi- 
bition of Mixed Marriages Bill" now before the Parliament, signed by the Archbishop 


stolic of Cape Town, the Moderator of the Presbyterian Church of South Africa, the 
Chairman of the Congregational Union of South Africa, the General Secretary of the 
Baptist Union of South Africa, and the Lieut-Col. of the Salvation Army; affirming: 
"1) That the contracting of marriages between partners o% different races is 
not contrary to the Law of God as declared by Jesus Christ; 


results for the children, but not as in themselves forbidden; 


1946, 


who are marriage officers, are of the opinion that the provisions of the Bill create 
enormous practical difficulties", | BHePsSe Geneva 


GERMANY Big Inner Mission Settlement in Nuremberg 


In commemoration of the founding of the Inner Mission one hundred years ago 
by Johann Heinrich Wichern, Evangelisches Hilfswerk is hoping to sct up a social 


q of Wichernberge It is intended to build 150 houses there, withantcormodation for 
300 families. BePeSe Gmeva 


the United Nations, over the whole city of Jerusalem and the sacred shrines of Pax pe 


settlement on the south-eastern fringe of Nuremberg, which is later to bear the name 


of Cape Town, the President of the Methodist Church of South Africa, the Vicar Apo= 


"2) That we regard such marriages as inexpedient and likely to produce unhappy ty 


"3) That hitherto public opinion has been sufficiently effective to reduce such ~ 
unions from 133 out of 13,145 marriages of Europeans in 1925 to 77 out of 28,3854niwe 


"In view of the above we maintain that the proposed legislation is un-Christian é 
and unnecessary: and, in respect of the duties devolving upon ministers of religion — 
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| GERMANY President of the Church-Chancellory 


After consultation with the Church Conference of the rKp4which met under 
the auspices of the "1949 Church Week! in Hamburg, the Council of the EKD appointed 
Oberlandeskirchenrat Brunotte of Hanover as President of the Chancellory of the EKD. 
Ober landeskirchenrat Brunotte’s recent election to be head of the Lutheran Church 
“office of the VELKD im Hanover makes this a personal union in the direction of the 
Church's two biggest administrative organs. HeP.S. Geneva 


"Dogmatic and Civic Tolerationti 


: Fre Max Pribilla, a German Jesuit well-known in ecumenical circles, has pub- 
/ lished some details of his views under the above title in Volume 7 (1949) of the 
periodical "Voices of our Time", 


- His artic’.e was occasioned by the problem of th: form to be taken by relations 
_ between religious confessions in the dechristianised Europe of today in view of the 

F increase in confessional intermingling. 1,. this connection there also arises the 
‘question of religious minorities both inside and outside Europe, 


Fr. Pribilla takes as his starting-point for dealing with this problem ‘tthe 

) dogmatic intolerance of every one of the Churches," which in his view, "hard and 
uncompromising as this may sound to the unaccustomed ear," none the less only serves 
‘to throw into relief "what is a commonplace to every church, "Even Protestant voices 
| have recently been expressing" this view. On the Catholic side there might well be 
"an effort to reach understanding with the adherents of other confessions," for 


"dogmatic intolerance belongs purely to the intellectual field" and "cannot do in jury 
to anyonell, 


The questions of relations between churches in the practical field, however, 
Temains unsolved. As regards the Church of Rome, "while its doctrine has remained 
“in essentials the same, its attitude in practice towards the other confessions has 
varied widely in the course of the centuries!!, The Book of Canon Law for 1917 
(canon 1351) contains an article to the effect that "no man shall be constrained 
against his will to embrace the Catholic faith", 


State protection, which conferred upon the Church various benefits, yet "hine 
dered its free development". It should therefore be considered, for instance, "how 
far outward protection has contributed to the attracting of that type of Christian 
who does not stand on his own feet... and fails in the hour of trial’~ a Christian 

in name rather than in spirit and in truth", Full religious freedom, on the other 
d, as for example in the United States, has allowed the Catholic Church to de= 
ploy its energies without obstruction, 


It should also be considerediwiether the Catholic Church cannot learn from 
history that the application of outward co pulsion.,. is ineffective!’s The Church 
will do well "to leave the verdict on the moral condition of those belonging to other 
‘faiths to the judgment of God". All civilised humanity today on principle condemns 
yhe use of compulsion in religious matters, To apply force in this respect "is fit 
Sonly for that barbarian system against which the peoples of Western civilisations 
)are gathering together", It can therefore only come as a blessing to the Roman Church 


+) EEKD = Evangelical Church in Gcsuany; VELKD = United Evanvelical-Tutheran Church © 
. in Germany. 
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"if she too subscribes to freedom of conscience and religion, and rejects the use 
of force by the State against adherents of other faiths, even where such means are 
at her own disposal," for tthe Church cannot well demand religious freedom for her- 
self as a right in one State and refuse it in another, according as Catholics there 
are in a minority or a majority". "Acts of violence against the churches and clergy 
of a different confession are to be most sharply condemned! 


To support religious freedom iis to take the ecclesia militans in the sense 
_in which its Divine founder intended it to be taken... "A church carefully shielded 
by the State from the blasts of criticism hardly corresponds to the picture given 
by Christ of the institution He founded", E.P.S. Gmeva 


» INDIA Stimulating Effect of Amsterdam 

: "The Star of the East" (No.1), a journal dealing with the Syrian Vhurch of 

' India and other Eastern Churches, contains an article by the Very Rev. V.S, Kaloustian, | 
‘Vicar of the Armenian Church in London, on the Eastern Apostolic Churches! attitude 

| towards the first Assembly of the World Covncil of Uhurches at Amsterdam, 


The Eastern Apostolic Churches represented at Amsterdam are "neither Greek 

| Orthodox, nor Roman Catholic, nor Western Protestant, These are Churches with their 

_ own distinct tradition and with an entirely independent ecclesiastical status. They 

' are the remnants of once glorious and prosperous Churches of the Middle East, the 
cradle of Christianity, These are Churches founded by the Apostles or by their 
immediate disciples", They are: 1) The Syrian Church; 2) the Egyptian or Coptic 
Church; 3) the Armenian Church; 4) the Ethiopian Church; 5) the Syrian Orthodox Church 
| of Malabar, the Mother Church of India. 


Out of the five Eastern Apostolic Churches only two were able to attend the 
_Amsterdam Conference; the Church of Ethiopia and tte Church of Malabar. On the 1500 

_ people who attended the Assembly, only seven souls represented these Apostolic Churches. 
"Their first impression was that their once glorious Churches were either completely 

_ forgotten or entirely misunderstood in the West... 


4 "They realised also that Rastern Apostolic Churches were at’ disadvantage at 
such gatherings, which emphasised strongly the need of closer cooperation between the 
member Churches of this group. They came to the conclusion thet unless their Churches — 
formed a single front and spoke in a united voice in such ecumenical gathorings they 
would never be able to bring their own beneficial contributions to such movements... 
Cooperation will also allow all Eastern Apostolic Churches to share and aid in the 
“monumental task of spreading of the Good News and Christian knowledge among the non- 
‘Christians of Asia and Africa; a noble task that the strong and vigorous Churches of __ 
Ethiopia and India have as their object in the years ahead", E,PoS eGeneva aa: 


| GERMANY Diisputation between the Church and the Communist Party f 


Issue No. 8 of ‘firchenblatt fiir die Reformierte Schweiz" (1949) prints an he 
account by one of the leading church members taking part, Dr. Hermann Diehm, of a dis- 
putation recently held in Kaiserslautern between the "Church and Thectbgicad Working- — 
Party" and the Communist Party of the Rhine Palatinate (see EPS Noell) By 


q "Thé invitation to this disputation", states Dr. Diehm, "was issued by the he 
Cotimunists, and a remarkable openness was possible in the discussion," because in 
essentials "we weve dealing with the man", 
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Without altogether excluding the Marxist criticism of Capitalism, which sacrificed 
man to its principle of profit, the Working-Party was not prepared "under any circum~ 
stances to subscribe to a system no longer permitting us to care for living man." For 
this reason the church delegation took as their thesis that "no man should be sacrificed 
f-r the fulfilment of an ideal endt', 


The Communists rejected this view as untenable, because it was based on a "sure 
realistic dogmatism", and they put forward an "ethical realism" which "involves no such 
ibstractions from reality". The crew of an overcrowded lifeboat, they pointed out, was 
bbliged "to save some and let the rest go under." To this the Working-Party replied that 
where sacrifice is asked and given", this should be possible in freedom (ecg. military 
fervice and conscientious objection), and emphasised that such freedom must apply also 

© the struggle in the political and economic fields, Where the State sacrificed man as 
“means to an end, "we have the police State". The Working-Party conceded that tthe mex 
shods of the police State are to be found in the democratic West also.!! It was a questior 
f difference in degree, and it was no solution "to cast out devils through Beelzebub", 
an must have justice done him. 


The question of religion and the Church "required a certain clarification". The 
pommunists, Dr. Diehm goes on, were assailing "positions already evacuated by us in exe 
jlaining away religion as the desires and needs of man projected inte heaven, and these 
fame needs as a product of economic relations". They "for their part were desirous not of 
ombating this ideology but of taking into account existing religious requirements", That 
his was so was demonstrated by the change in Russian church politics. "After the Church 
inere had ceased to represent a reactionary policy, it was not merely a matter of bearing 
ith it, but of its progress being linked with ‘farxism." Whereever the Church should venr 


ure into the field of politics, "the only problem was whether it should stand with or 
ainst the Statet, 


The''Church and Theological Working~Party" felt itself unable either to "pass this 
leration of ideologies" or to *allow a peaceful, non-political sphere to be assigned"! 
0 the Church. For what the Communists saw only as a "religious idea was "the Risen 
ihnrist present among His people, and binding members of His Church one to another as 
rethren", Where the Church simply asserted the Lordship of Christ over the world, "po- 
iticians were perfectly entitled to ignore this as a mere ideology't. But where it"bears 
fitness, by its own exemplary existence, in the common life of its manbers', it would 
hereby exercise an “active and critical function with regard to the political world 
bout it, 


It was further emphasised by the Church delegates that they "were against all 
iolence done to the humanity of men, in the Bolshevist as well as in the capitalist 
tate. Freedom in this respect we shall refuse to have either guaranteed or taken from 

8 by the State". The question whether the change in Russian church policy was the result 
f a temporary piece of tactics or not was not really to the point. Communists, on the 
asis of their philosophy, counted on one day "being able to do without the Church, and 
hereupon putting it: out of the way.'' The Church, however, would seek "through its own 
ife to convince them of their error‘, It would not serve in any political alignment, al- 
hough it could not prevent "the State, in. case of conflict, from seeing it as standing 

a such alignment, and from combating in on these grounds," since the State "is only 
ecustomed to thinking in these terms, In the whole of Church history no Christian has 
yer yet been persecuted by the State because of his beliefs, only because of "political 
triguet. But must it come inevitably to this clash? Not, at any rate, from the side 

f the Church, which concerns itself with human creatures, and from the Communist State 
Uy "when it sees its theory of man threatened by the practice of the Church", 


: EoPsS Geneva 
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Field Workers Conference 


. Thirty field workers engaged in church relief and reconstruction 
work ,along with ten people from the World Council of Churches met for a weekend in 
the Swiss Youth Centre of Gwatt,on Lake Thun, from May 5 to 9. The conference was 
led by Rev. Robert Tobias of the Department of Reconstruction and Inter~Church = 


The third of its kind, this conference brought together people serv= 
ing as fraternal workers in Germany, France, Austria, and Italy for discussion of 
common problems. Relief organizations represented were Church World Service (US 5A .)s 
Christian Reconstruction in Europe (Great Britain), Hilfswerk (Switzerland), American 
Friends Service Committee and Mennonite Central Committee (U.S.A.)- Other nationalities 
represented were Danish and Swedish. 


In his introductory speech, Dr. Robert Mackie, director of the Depart—- 
ment of Reconstruction and Inter-Church — Aid, pointed out that the word "reconstruci= 
tion in the department's title was less relevant than that of "inter=church aid", 

The latter was as old as the Book of Acts, he said, and should always continue. He 
stated that interest was not so much in reconstructing the old, as in encouraging new 
life in the Church, 


In closing the meeting of the conference, it was agreed that the 
exchange of fraternal workers, which had grown up in the relief and reconstruction 
work, should include people of all nations and should be carried out throughout the 
rldo 


Propst Hégsbro of Denmark, representative in Germany of the World 
ouncil of Churches, asserted that the challenging task faced today was to "get the 
umenical movement down" to the life of individual parishes. This was a question 
of life or death to the ecumenical movement, he asserted. A well-developed exchange 
lay people as well as pastors among the churches of the world was something that 
st be worked out. | EoPoSeGeneva 
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AUSTRALIA World Council of Churches! Constitution 


The constitution of the Australian Council of the World Council 
of Churches was adopted in February 1946 and amended in February 1949. 


According to its constitution the Council is "to maintain close 
relations with the World Council of Churches...; to assist the growth of ecumenical 
Consciousness in the members of all Churches...; to promote cooperation and the study | 
of existing differences in sucha spirit that the underlying unity may become 
Clearer...'! 


The membership of the Council is constituted by the Church of Eng- 
land, the Presbyterian Church, the Methodist Church, the Baptist Union of Australia, 
the Congregational Union of Australia, the Australian Churches of Christ, the Salvatio: 


Army, the Society of Friends, E.P.S, Geneva 
CANADA "Freedom! 


The General Council of the United Church of Canada adopted a reso- 
lution asking "for religious freedom for all men everywhere", 


Asserting that freedom of religion "is fundamental to all other . 
freedoms", the United Church group declared that they were opposed to "any totalitae — 
rianism, Shothar political or ecclesiastical, which assumes the prerogative of God 
as Lord over the consciences of ment, 


"We take our stand for the recognition of human rights and freedoms 
in the declaration of the United Nations Assembly and for full religious freedom as 
approved by the World Council of Churches", the resolution goes on. ‘We affirm that 
such freedoms are rooted in the nature of the Gospel and that it is presumptuous for a 
State or a Church tio assume that it can grant them or take them away" .BoP.S Geneva 


UNITED STATES 729 Church Councils in U.S,A. 


According to a report of the Federal Council of Churches, there are 
729 state, county and local councils of Churches in the United States. All but eight 
states now have state councils. Cooperation among Protestant Churches, as reflected 
in such councils, has trebled in eight years. Seventeen councils have been organised 
since October 1948, while sixteen others are currently in process of formation. 


"More and more of the service which these councils undertake", the — 
report says, "is by authorisation of the manber Churches. Representatives, officially 
chosen by the Churches, direct and guide the work of church councils. This represen— 
tative principle has been almost universally applied in the formation of new councils | 
of Churches, E,P.S. Geneva 


Ships 'Chapla ins 
The International Refugee Organisation (IRO) have agreed that chap~ 
lains may be nominated to care for the spiritual welfare of refugees in mass transit 


by seas AS space is so important, it is clearly understood that in the grest majority 
of cases the chaplains nominated will be persons already on the passenger roll as sy 
a 

+ 


raat 


Be 
‘aoe 
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_emigranty. Therefore the main task of the Refugee Department of the World Council 

of Churches will be to arrange with IRO Movements an intelligent spacing of priests 
and pastors accepted for resettlement so that there is usually one on every ship, 


; _ There will be exceptional cases, however, when this arrangement will — 
not be possible, In such cases the Refugee Department is pressing for the appointment 
of a Ship's Chaplain who will travel with the emigrants and retwn to Europe with the 
ship. This procedure cannot be justified in the case of the short North Atlantic 
_ trips, and the Refugee Department is therefore pressing for it only in respect of mass 
_movements to Australia, New Zealand and Latin America. 


It is therefore requested that ~ in close contact with the Lutheran 
_ World Federation ~ preliminary steps be taken to prepare a short list of pastors and 
' priests whose papers will be in order and who will be available at short notice to 


/ undertake these duties. Travelling Communion sets and other essential equipment will 
be provided, 


On May 20, the "Dundalk Bay" sailed for New Zealand, with more than 
300 Protestant displaced persons aboard, and 140 orthodox, 


They include Pastor Roman Reinfelds and his family who, by arranges _ 
ment with the Lutheran World Federation, has been officially designated Ship's Chaplain > 
_ for the Protestant passengers on the Dundalk Bay» Bak ay 

- SCOTLAND Jewish Mission Conference 
The International Missionary Council intends holding a World Cone 

' ference on Jewish Missions in Edinburgh from June 13 to 18. Delegates will be present — 
from most countries in the world and a survey of the Jewish Mission situation and of 
the Jewish problem will be presented to the Conference. The following subjects will 
be among those discussed: (a) Biblical Basis for Jewish Missions; (b) Palestine; 


(c) New Fields; (d) New Methods; (e) Literature; (f) Anti-Semitism; (g) Reper- 
cussions of Amsterdam. E.P.S. Geneva 


GREECE . For Participation of the Greee ortho= 
ees ox Church to the Wor ounc 
storie Ml dated SA delle atildetn deste Patbcd’ 25. 


Two leaders of the Orthodox Church in Greecé have declared the mem 
bership of the Greek Church in the World Council of Churches to be canonically proper, — 
They are Metropolitan Germanos of Thyateira, one of the six presidents of the World 


ouncil, and Metropolitan Panteleimon of Edhessa, a member of the Council's Executive te 
ommittees 7 


C 
i 
In an article published in "Ekklesia, official organ of the Church, 
Metropolitan Germanos writes: "The Orthodox have the duty of supporting our Orthodox ~ 
teaching inside and outside conferences, as well as of trying to convince others of 
the validity of our faith. Qur Churches, by participating in the Faith and Order 
Movement, have not sacrificed anything from the teaching of the Orthodox Church, but 
have had the courage te protest whenever the conferences adopted dosmatic expressions — 
Which wero contrary to the spirit of Orthodoxy... 


Ba 
a 
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"I do not deny that the practical profit from these discussions 
is very small, but it is not worth it, since, from the immediate contacts we have 
had with them, we learn the opinions of others about dogmatic matters? Does this 
not help toward a successful refutation of these opinions and to a defence of our 
Orthodox Chureh views as well?" . 


Metropolitan Panteleimon of Edhessa points out {in the same issue 
of "Ekklesia") that "this World Council is not a confederation of Churches, but a 
deliberative and consultative organisation, represent ing all Churches accepting the 
fundamental fact that Our Lord Jesus Christ is God and Saviour... It exists in order 
to minister to the Churches and not to govern and control them, Not only does the 
Council not have the right of legislating for its member Churches, but it is even 
forbidden tOact on their individual behalf... 


"How can the suggestion not to participate in dogmatic discussions é 
among Sincere people ke considered Orthodox? On what principle is it based? Why 
should the Orthodox representatives have to declare that the Greek Orthodox Church 
will not participate in the Council if it includes dogmatic matters in its order of 
the day?... 


Was it just for the Greek Orthodox Church representatives to the 
Amsterdam Assembly to be attacked for their attitude, since nothing anti-Orthodox 
or belittling to our home Church took place in this Assembly? 


"The matter of participation in the World Council is now under con- 
sideration, and must be very carefully and unhurriedly studied by the Church, bearing 
in mind divergent opinions, before a final stand is taken, The future will show 
whether the Greek Orthodox Church must remain in the World Council, or withdraw. 

Up till now the stand of the Ecumenical Patriarchate and of the Church in Greece, as 
well as of their representatives, has been the appropriate one's E.P.S. Geneva 


GREECE Death of Archbishop Damaskinos 
4 — ae ae ere aeeet een ener ee al 


His Beatitude Archbishop Damaskinos of Athens, Primate of Greece, 
whose death took place on May 20 at his residence near Athens, came from a mountain 
village in Pindus. Born in 1890, he entered the priesthood in 1922. As Bishop of 
Corinth he gained great popularity by organising relief work after the earthquake 
_ of April 1928. In December 1944 Archbishop Damaskinos was appointed Regent, and 
continued in this position until the re-establishment of the monarchy. 


In February 1947, Archbishop Damaskinos graciously received a “3 
delegation from the World Council of Churches, and announced, in the name of the a 
Holy Synod, that the Church of Greece accepted the invitation to take part in the 


first Assembly of the World Council in Amsterdam. E.P.S. Geneva : 
UNITED STATES Evan;elical and Reformed Church | KS 
i arn “~Ceaener oeamemer-ar-a-aanigeeneentonmemmameeneeme 


Approves Basis of Merger 


(: 
rea 
@ By a vote of 249 to 41, the General Synod of the Evan,;elical and — i 

Reformed Church, meting at Cleveland, approved the’ final basis of a sorgor with ee: 
. the Congregational Christian Churches (see EPS No.8). (nm 


b; The final merger will vring together a total membership of Sah 
about 2,000,000. E.P,S, Geneva 
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UNITED STATES The United Evangelistic Advance 


The Department of Evangelism of the Federal Council of Churches 
has intiated the United Evangelistic Advance. a cooperative programme of evangelism 
planned by the Churches. The United Evangelistic Advance covers 4 period of fif- 
teen months, beginning October 2, 1949, at World Communion Sunday, and concluding 
on December 31, 1950, A national committee of 62 members, composed of all the 
denominational secretaries of evangelism, representatives of interdenominational 
azoncics, pastors and others, has bovh appointed and will direct anc administer 
the prosrazmic.s A sponsoring cemmittee of 1000 laymen and women has been selected 
in order to holp cuide the mevement, Aad 


The methods used include religious census, visitation, high school © 
and university missions, teaching and preaching missions, cooperative evangelistic 
crusades, prison missions, etc. Special stress is laid on united prayer of the 
Churches, observances of the Universal Week of Prayer (January 1 ~ 8, 1950) and 0 @ 
World Day of Prayer (Friday, February 24th, 1950), and on celebration of World Com= . 
munion Day (October 30, 1949 and October 29, 1950). a 


The paper issued by the Federal Council on the subject states: Hom 
"The emergence of the ecumenical Church today makes the Advance a part of the total — 
world evangelistic responsibility of all the Churches. The Lord of the Church 
Calls the whole Church to witness to Him, in worship, in word, in charity and in 
fellowship. Only a world movement toward Christ can offer any hope for mankind, 
individually or socially. The whole Church today confrents an inescapable obli- 
gation for the evangelisation of the whole world." ‘The statement ends with a 
quotation of the Amsterdam report of SectionII:; "It is not within the power of 
men alone to create a new evangelistic movement. The Holy Spirit is’ He who em 
powers, directs and works," and that if only we are foun? faithful, 'He is able 
to do exceeding abundantly, above all that we ask or think!, EePeSe Geneva 


"The Historic Missionary Tradition of making Knowledge available 
to so-called Backward Areasit 


Dr. Walter C» Lowdermilk, of Berkeley, California (USA), former 
assistant chief of the United States Soil Conservation Service and technical cone 
sultant to Agricultural Missions, left New York on April 19, for a ten months! My 
survey of soil conservation problems in six African countries (Sierra Leona, Gold ie 
Coast, Nigeria, Northern and Southern Rhodesia, Nyassaland). The main objective j 
of his tour will be to promote better land use and to consult with local govern 
ments. and British and American missionary societiess ae 


i 
Mr, John He Reisner, executive secretary of Agricultural Missions, 
who arranged the tour in cooperation with the British Colonial Office, said that ey 


Dr. Lowdermilk's visit was in line with the "historic missionary tradition of making _ 
scientific knowledge available to so-called backward areast!, By 


pe 


4 former Rhodes scholar, Dr. Lowdermilk served for five years as ae 
research professor of forestry at the University of Nanking. While with the U.S.« Bet 
Departnent of Agriculture, he made a special study of the relation of land use to. we 
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Civilisation in nine countries bordering the Mediterranean and a similar study in 
England, Scotland and Holland. He has served as an adviser to the Chinese Govern— 
ment and as a consultant to the French Colonial Government in North Africa. 


Terming the continued deterioriation of African lands "one of 
the greatest threats to the future of Africa", he said that emotional and economic 
appeals made by the government and missionary groups had not appreciably altered 
the problem of land conservation. "The chances of dealing with the land problem 
successfully will be much greater with an aroused Afridan conscience, B.P,S .Geneva 


SWEDEN History of Missions in the University of Uppsala; 


An Important Appointment. 
SS LR SN 


Dre B.G.M.Sundkler, who has been Research Secretary of the Inter- 
national Missionary Council since January, 1947, has been appointed to the chair of 
Church History with History of Missions in the University of Uppsala, Sweden. 


Dr. Sundkler has had experience as a missionary in Africa, and is 
the author of a recent important book on tie Separatist Churches in South Africa 

entitled, 'Bantu Prophets in South Africat. His resignation from the Secretariat 4 
of the International Missionary Council has been received with great regret. He will 
take up his new appointment in Uppsala in September, 1949, 


Plans are being made for the early appointment of a successor to 
the Research Secretaryship, who will carry forward the important studies for which 
Dr. Sundkler has borne special responsibility. These include the inquiry into the 
impact of Western civilization upon African family life and the study of the trains 
ing of the ministry in the lands of the Younger Churches. The study of African 
family life is under the direction of an Executive Committee through which the In~ 
ternational Missionary Council acts in partnership with the International Africa 
Institute and on which the Roman Catholic Church is also represented (see EPS No.2) 


E.PeSe Geneva 


UNITED STATES kockefeller Foundation Grant for the Study of 
Christian Principles in Economic Life 
neon eel aed al ed PEN cookin aint ela he 


The Rockefeller Foundation has made a grant of $100,000 to the 
Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America, to be used for the carrying~ 
out of studies on the application of Christian Principles to economic life, 


The committee responsible for these studies is headed by the g 
former Chairman of the Federal Council, Mr. Charles P. Taft, who is to enlist further 
leading personalities of church and economic life to help in its work, 


EeP eS. Geneva 
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Spread of Communism in India and Ceylon 


Dr. Sherwood Eddy, the well known evangelist (see EPS No. 9) has con= 
tributed an article on "Religion and Politics in India" (The Guardian, Madras, 
April 21, 1949) from which we quote the following: 


"All Asia is in revolution. Nearly everywhere," says Dr. Eddy, "from 
India to Indonesia and from China to Ceylon ~ except where men like Ghandi and 
Nehru have led the revolution = the revolutionary movement is Communist led, and 
follows a single pattern set by Moscow. | 


"Wwe have found Communism appealing to and often penetrating the student 
body in every college we have visited in India. In the American Mission College 
in Madura, South India, the Communist leaders of the students had demanded that 
tall selection examinationst be abolished... They forcibly closed all classes, 
threatened to break legs and arms of the students and to beat and knife anyone not 
striking... Especially, the house of an American missionary was stonedooe 


In the isolated Indian state of Travancore, the Communists called a 
similar strike in the Christian college I visited. The Communist leader had been 
driven underground and sought by the police. He wrotethis typical letter to the 
striking students: 'Capture and paralyse your institution and stop its normal 
functioninge..» No leniency towards the bogus of 'religion' of your college, or the 
slave power of your State. Let no rules, morals and principles of the present 
society deter us!, 


"One of the striking things about this letter is that its writer has 
been, at least until recently, known as a Christian, He was convinced that the 
demand for economic justice, made first by the prophet Aios twenty-seven centuries 
ago, was fundamental, but that Christians were completely blind to the need for 
justice and were making no demand for it. He observed that this was even more true 
of the Hindus and all other religious sects, and that even the Socialists were make 
ing no effective demand for justice but left that powerful weapon almost exclusively 
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to the Commmists. Accordingly he joined the Communist Party and when asked in 

his application questionaire why he became a Communist, replied, ‘because I am a 
Christian'. Many students trod . his path and became in time bigoted atheists and 
violent Comhunists who repudiated all moral principles, Since they could not serve 
two masters, they had discarded the moral order and the teaching of Christ'and had 
wholeheartedly embraced the command of Lenin: "We must be ready for deceit, trickery, 
_lawbreaking, withholding and concealing of truth". 


‘While the mighty weapon of the demand for economic justice is left to 
| the Communists in the revolution that is now sweeping acroes Asia » L have found the 
Christians of India and Ceylon, like those of Japan, Korea and China, and’for the 
most part, like Christians of America, sitting quite complacently + blind, deaf and 
» dumb to any need or demand for justice. I believe that the call of the hour is to 
put our own house in order, to demand and to give justice to all..." E.P.S, Geneva 


UNITED STATES Editors Candidly Discuss Ecumenical Movement 


How the World “ouncil of Churches can best serve the cause of ecumenicity 
| was candidly discussed at the annual meeting of the Associated Church Press in 
Washington D.C, recently, when such topics as American foreign policy, relations bes 
tween Church and State, home missions and the coverage of religious news in the secular — 
press were also debated, The presence of Dr. W.A, Visser 't Hooft, Generdl Secretary 
of the World Council of Churches, gave opportunity to the Revo Harold Fey, managing 
editor of the "Christian Century" to present his criticisms of the World Council. 
According to "The Living Church's" report, Drs Fey declared that he looked upon the 
Ecumenical. Movement as "God's blessed gift" but indicated that general satisfaction 
‘with its character and purpose must be tempered by dissatisfaction in the following 
particulars; 


“1. The Confession of Faith on which the World Council is based » "belief in Jesus 
' Christ as God and Saviour" is weak in that it understates Christ‘s humanity and fails. 
to mention the Father and the Holy Spirit. 


| 2 The World Council, he said, departed from the New Testament concept of one church 
composed of local churches throughout the world — it was a "Council of denominations". 
He admitted that this was the falt of divided Christendom rather than of the Council | 
4 itself. 


3» The Council is natyet a "world" council, Jt is too much centred. in Europe, ine 
fluenced by "State Churches. The Continental Churches, Dr. Fey added, were not yet 
sufficiently aware of the dangers of a Church-State tie ~ up or of the needs of the 
Younger Churches. 


Welcoming the frankness with which Dr. Fey had spoken, Dr. Visser *t Hooft — 
said that the Assembly had opened a door for a more articulate statement of the doctrin- 
‘al basis. The existing basis was taken over from the platform set forth by the Epis. i 
_copal Church when it sent out its call for a World Conference on Faith and Ordere The 
‘Majority of the member Churches would not accept a weakening of this basis but he bes 23) 
lieved that they would welcome a more definite declaration of faiths 
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Dr. Visser ™ Hooft agreed that the World Council is a provisional méasure 
to meet an emergency situation. "A denomination is that which ought not to bett, he 


: As regards the supposed Europeanism of the World Council, in continental 
circles there was an impression that the Americans dominated the Council and some 
thought the Orthodox had too much influence. In fact, however, nobody dominated the 
Council. Every point of view had a part in developping the Council's pronouncements 
and if truth has any objective reality, it was true for European Protestants and 
‘Orthodox, for Anglicans, for Americans, Asians and Africans. 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft thought Dr. Fey overestimated the number and in- 
fluence of State Churches, If the charge were made against the Dutch Reformed Church, 
to which he belonged, it came 150 years too late. The Church of England was only ofle of 
the English religious bodies represented at Amsterdam, The (Presbyterian) Church of 
Sectland was not in any practical sense a State Church. The Protestant Churches of | 
France, Italy and other Southern European cotntries were the reverse of State Churchese 
they were small minorities in a society basically hostile to then like the early . 
Church. 


"The World Council", Dr. Visser '% Hooft said finally, "is like a newly 
Be itched ship setting out on its maiden voyage, It is an absolutely new type of 
vessel, the only of its kind, manned by inexperienced officers, with an untrained 
‘crew, who speak different languages and do not understand each other's language, It 
is setting out in the middle of the night in a raging storm and is sailing to an we 
known destination through an uncharted sea, -And there are a number of reporters on 
board"! , E.P.S. Geneva 


GRE‘ T BRITAIN "Margaret Wrong Prizel! Instituted 


As Secretary of the International Committee on Christian Litcrature for 
Africa Miss Margaret Wrong, whose death occured in Uganda twelve months ago, was 
concerned to provide suitable books to satisfy the ever increasing demands of that 
continent. Her many friends have instituted a Margaret Wrong Prize, to encourage 
literary productions from Africa, either in English, French or any other suitable 
Planguage, and, if possible, to subsidize thair publication, Any individuals, or 
institutions with which she was associated, are invited to send subscriptions care 

fof Rev. Michael Davidson, M,A., Institute of Christian Education, 46 Gordon Square, : 
‘London W.C,1. E.P.S, Geneva a 


New Ethiopian Protestant Church 


: The cornerstone of a new Protestant church was laid in Addis Ababa, in 
the presence of a large gathering of members and friends of the Ethiopian Evangel i¢al 
Society, which was started about 50 years ago by Swedish missi onaries. At present 
there are several Evangelical congregations in the countriv. and their work appears z 
to be growing steadilys . 5 


Emperor Haile Selassie hag mde a gift of $30,000 towards the cost of the 
"new church structures ae 
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The placing of the cornerstone wa& done by the recently appointed 
' Ethiopian Minister to India, Emmanuel Abraham, who is a member of the church and 
president of the Ethiopian Evangelical Society. 


The new church which has been named Mekane Iyesus (House of ‘Jesus) ‘will 
_ have places for 800 persons and is situated near the centre of the city» EoPeS.Geneva 


—-UAS.S.R. Patriarch Alexius 


Vy Volume 1 of this year's Moscow Patriarchate Periodical prints a detailed 
- account of the latest publications of the Russian Orthodox Church, "Speeches, Addrec 
| ses and Letters by the Most Holy Alexius, Patriarch of Moscow and All Rusaiat. 


q This new book, states the Periodical, "authoritatively expresses three 
_ of the authorts basis conceptions, the Orthodox episcopate as ideally understood, 

_ the need for every regional Orthodox Church and its Bishop to be integrally bound 
Up with the Orthodox Church as a whole, and the relation of orthodox Christians to 
_ those in authority over them and to their country. All Biblical and theoretical 

_ precepts dealing with these subjects are confirmed by the Patriarch in his personal 
- actions", 


In his "ministry to the congregation," the highest duty of all and Nwit 
_ Ness. in presence of the Church," the Patriarch describes himself ag tia sailor ina 

_ Gockle-shell on 2 high seat, who puts his faith in the mercy of God and the inter— 

_ Cession of the high priests, from all time and ever more, 


. "The Patriarch is the animate image of Christ, an embodiment of truth in 
word and in work... He is the Divinely appointed guardian of the unshakable teaching 

_ of the Church and its canonical laws and sacred traditions..., who must protect his 

own regional church against error and schism... Keeping his brethren from doing a 

_ violence to the norms of the Church, he has the duty of preserving the inspiration of 

_ the Holy Ghost bestowed upon him by virtue of his consecration as bishopece He is 

the guardian angel of the Church, The angels look upon the face of the Heavenly 

_ Father. And so the bishop's continual heavenward gaze must be pure and stainless... 

_ Even as the angels shield the heavenly throne of God with their WinvSeve, SO must 

the spirit of the bishop reach ever upward to God's seat in heaven and shield His 

holiness. The Patriarch must abide in constant prayer, from which strength pours 

forth to him... His soul must be filled with the dread of grieving God and of thus : 

losing His support, of diminishing through his own’sins his gifts of heart and minders — 

In this way he fulfils hig office of guardian, among those who follow after Christe 

His noblest duty, however, is the acknowledgement of the Holy Trinity, which entails 

an eternal adoration. 


"That the Patriarch is guided by these basic views of his is witnessed 

) by his efforts for the overcoming of schism, the building up of brotherly relations 
with the citer Tatriarchstcs of the Eastern Ctrirch and. the cohesion of tho cornmunities 

making up the _ussian Orthodox Churchit, ab 


his country by the highest Russian church leader, quoting a remark made by the 


5, 

In conclusion, the Periodical gives an evaluation of the work done for 4 

eet 

Patriarch to a representative of the Moscow daily "Isvestija", tiin the war years the ~— 
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Russian Church demonstrated before the whole world its complete solidarity with the 
Government. And after victory also the Church is one with the country, serving it,. 


_ and thus ‘doing as the Government does: the Church helps the Government and does its 
| biddingtt, 


"As the most important link betwem the churchgoing community and the 

_ authorities", the Patriarch allows no commemorative day to pass without "addressing a 
message of greeting to Stalin wishing him success’in his efforts and his action," 

Likewise in the pastoral letters of the Patriarch, "the children of the Russian 

Orthodox Church are exhorted to fulfil their duties as citizens, At the end of 

such a pastoral letter it is the Patriarch's custom to say, "Let us intensify our 

_ intercession for the God=protected and powerful Russian State, headed by its wise 

_ leader, whom Divine Providence has appointed to guide our country upon the path of 

_ glory and well-being", E.P.S. Geneva 


- SWITZERLAND National Synod of the 
q Christian Catholic Church 


The 75th Naticnal Synod of the Christian Catholic Church of switzer= 
land, meeting in Geneva on May 15 and 16, was positively ecumenical in character. . 
It was attended by Bishop Stephen Neill, representing the Archbishop of Canterbury and- 
_ the World Council of Churches, by Prof. Auguste Lemattre, President of the Consis~ 

_ toire of the National Protestant Church of Geneva, and by representatives of various 
other churches. 


a. : In his report on what had been going on in the church since the Synod 
of 1948, Dr. Ao Kiry, Bishop of the national diocese, stated that the Independent 
Church of the Philippines and the Patriarchate of Moscow had made contact with the 
Old Catholic Church, thus increasing the already ccnsiderable number of links between 
the latter and most other churches.. Prof. B. Amiet, Chairman of the Synodal Council, 
announced the result of the negotiations undertaken by the Council with the Protestant — 
Church Federation of Switzerland and the Roman Catholic authorities of that country 9 
with a view to issuing a joint appeal to the authorities and the people for a better 
_ observance of the Sunday, The Roman Catholic Church had returned a favourable ans« 
wer, and the agreemtot of the Protestant Federation could not be long’ delayed. 
‘Fr. J.B, Couzi gave an account of work done at the Amsterdam Assembly, to which his 
church had sent him as delegate. 


| Bishop Kiry is this year celebrating his quarter-century in the episcopate. 
He has ijone much splendid work for the eumenical movement and for inter<church aid, 
| E.P.S. Geneva 


AUSTRIA Visit of Pastor Mare Boegner 

Pastor Mare Boegner, President of the Protestant Federation of France — i 
‘and one of the six Presidents of the World Council, recently visited Vienna in order eae 
to lecture on "Eeumenism Today" under the auspices of the French Institute. While in 4g 
the city, he had conversations with Dr. May, Bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran ; 
‘Church, and with Dr. Egly, Superintendent of the Reformed Church. ae 
} E 
Bishop May, at a meeting attended by more than 40 pastors from the sy 
churches of Vienna, emphasised the importance of this visit to Austrian church leaders 
by one of the Presidénts of the World Council, . 


q | 
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. The Metropolitan of the Orthodox Church, the new Old Catholic Bishop, 
the British and American chaplains and the Armenian pastors were also present at a 
_ reception held in the French Institute, H.P.S, Geneva 


CHINA Missionary Work Goes On 


ae. According to a report of a member of the Methodist Church in China who has 
recently arrived in New York from Foochow, more than 125 American Protestant mission— 
aries have decided to remain at their posts in various parts of Fukien Province, They 
' include 40 Methodists and 30 Congregationalists in Northern Fukien, and 58 of various 

_ denominations in the South, 


Fukien Christian University, the Cheelo Medical College and a number of 
other Christian schools continue their work as usual. According to information from 
' Nanking and 82¢2.w,all mission work is "proceeding normally", HPO, Geneva 


GERMANY German Evangelical Church Gathering 


¢ A call Kas just been issued in Germany to attend a "German Evangelical 

_ Church Gathering" to be held in Hanover from July 28 to August 1. The call is 

) signed by the Bishop of Berlin, Dr. Dibelius, President of the Council of the Evan 
_ gelical Church in Germany, by the Bishop of .Hanover, Dr. Lilje, by Kirchenprdsident 
_ Dr. Martin Niemdller and by Dr. Reinold von Thadden, Chairman of the Presiding Com 
_ mittee for the "German Evangelical Weeks.'"' With this Church Gathering, which aims 

_ at stimulating and drawing together the whole body 0% Ryanactical, Lay Christians in 
Germany, and is to be placed on a permanent footing, *c new element of considerable 
_ importarice will begin to make its influence felt within the Evangelical Church in 
Germany .! 


Dr. von Thadden, in an interview given to the Press on the meaning and 

' responsibility of this new institution, stated that "it is to call upon laymen to 
_take up that active work in building up parish life to which they are called by 
Apostolic teaching. This explicitly missionary message from the Church Gathering 
is to declare that extraordinary exertions need to be made today in order to effece 
tuate the 'lay apostolate! of the Church amid a world estranged from Gode. 


7 "The main thing is that with the help of the Church Gathering the lay 

element ofthe Church will be able to represent its cwn concerns. independently... Re ay 
We are not, in the first place, dealing with the continuity of the Evangelical Church, — 
but with its mission; not with the future of individual confessions, but with the’ 
future of Christendom; not with Christians, but with our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, 
‘His lordship and His glory, 


One highlight of the occasion is to be the "Ecumenical Sunday" (July 31), 
when Dro Njemdller will hold the service and Dr. Visser 't Hooft, General Secretary 
of the World Council of Churches, will speak. | Fer. 


‘Extract from the Call to the German Evangelical Church Gather ing : ue 


Once before, at a time of great moment — the days, almost a decade and a a 


” half ago, when the Church was undergoing persecution ~ we called upon Evangelical ; 
| Christians from all over Germany to hearken together to the Word of’God, to bear 4 
witness together to the Faith, and to join together in intercession, and we began ie 
oe 

a 
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“with that first "German Evangelical Woek" in Hanover in 1935 wiich amid temptation 
and apostasy, trouble and oppression, offered a focus of open Christian confession, 


community of Christian faith and spiritual resistance to all false doctrine and all 
despotism in the Church, . 


' "Once again today we call you to a period of reflection in the Evangelical 
spirit. 


' "External circumstances have undergone stag gering changes in thé interin, 

but the real situabion of Christendom has remained the same.., Unbelief, self- seeking 
and hatred are still working to despoil men of hope and trust and peace. And none the 
less we cannot come upon one another. None the less we live side by side without any 

sense of sympathy, or interest, or responsibility, or love, for our fellow=creatures. 


‘The Bible is right when it opens our eyes to the sinister link between sin” and enmity, 
sin and suffering, Sin and death, | 


"To this reality, surrounding and oppressing us on all sides, we would speak 


forth, saying, "The living God is present in our midste.s. In Jesus Christ He callsus 
to Hin. e o 


"Let us therefore come to Hanover in joy and in the expectation of manifold 
blessings. If we turn to God in supplication, we may find there that many questions are 
answered, the certainty of our belief is renewed, the will to confession is awakened, 
readiness for lay service in the Church is imparted, and brotherly love'is strengthened 
for one another, Above all, let us there seek God Himself, worship Him, glorify Him, 
give thanks unto Him and respond to Him with the obedience of our whole lives." 


E.P.S Geneva 
Dr. Conrad Hoffmann and the Hebrew Christian Prowlem in Germany 
Serenata ce eps rn es eye ween 


. Conrad Hoffmann, Jr., Director of the International Missionary Council's 
Committee on the Christian Approach to the Jews, spent four weeks in Germany, including 
a week in Berlin. Consultations with Church leaders and meetings with those active in 
the service, of missions to the Jews took place. 


While in Berlin, Dr. Hoffmann spoke on the Jewish Christian question to the 
Students and faculty of tho Kirchliche Hochschule (Theological Seminary) o 


Most significant was the attitude towards Jews of the students of the Free 
University in Berlin, This became manifest in a discussion which followed the special 
showing of the film "Der Ruf" (The Call), in which the leading réle was played by 
fritz Kortner, a Jew, who was present in person, and participated in the discussions. 
‘From the floor a motion was made and approved unanimously "that the Berlin students 
must create conditions so as to enable any Jewish student, not only to continue and 
to complete his courses in Berlin, but also to have the possibility after completion 
of his course of carrying on his profession or career without discrimination or mow 

| lestation of any kind". This action gives promise of a new day for Jews in Germany. 


E.P.S. Geneva 
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UNITED STATES Propose Prayer to Start United Nations'Sessions 


Stating that "many hundreds of letters from individuals and organisations" 


had pressed for a religious emphasis in United Nations deliberations, Secretary 


General Trygve Lie has proposed an interval of prayer at the opening meeting of each 


session of the U.N. General Assembly. 


Following is the text of the United Nations announcement, made available 


to EPS by the Commission of the Churches on International A“fairs : 


ee ee eee ee ae eee ee eee eee 


",.eThe Secretary General has received many hundreds of letters from indi- 
viduals and organisations urging the introduction of prayer in the meetings of the 
General Assembly. He has had numerous discussions in this regard with delegates of 


Member Nations and with interested outside persons. In consequence of these suggest- 
ions, the Secretary General proposes to the Special Committee on Methods and Procedure 
of the General Assembly the introduction of an interval dedicated to silent prayer and 
meditation and to the memory of those who have died for United Nations ideals, at the 


opening meetings of the General Assembly and such other meetings’as the Assembly may 
decide. 


"The application of this proposal would be as follows: [In the first plenary 
meeting of each session of the General Assembly and at other meetings if so decided, 
the President, after calling the General Assembly to order, would then annowce: "The 
Assembly will remain silent for one minute, which is dedicated to silent prayer and 
meditation and to the memory of those who have died for United Nations! ideals." 

E.P.S,. Geneva 


Religious Interests in Palestine 


The Third Session of the General Assémbly of the United Nations, in New 
York, in the debate on the admission of Israel, studied the question of the inter= 
nationalisation of Jerusalem. The report finally adopted (May 11, 1949), recommended 
that the Conciliation Commission for Palestine when discussing protection of the holy 
places should take into account the views of the Holy See, the Oithcdox Patriarchate, 
Moslem religious authorities and the Commission of the Churches on International 
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Affairs (see EPS No. 20). The Assembly thus recognised the C.C.I.A. (which is the 
_ common agency of the World Council of Churches and the International ifissionary Coun- 


cil). The C.C.I.A. has submitted a memorandum on the subject to the Palestine Con- 
_ Ciliation Commission. E.P.S. Geneva 


UNIT2D STATES . A Gesture of Appreciation 


The Reve Micho Kozaki, Moderator of the United Church of Christ in Japan 


- (Kyodan), will receive an honorary doctor of divinity degree from Oberlin College, 
Oberlin, Ohio, June 13, 


The Japanese church leader is scheduled to proceed to Wellesley, llass. 
_ where he will attend the International Council of Congregational Churches and then go 
to England for the meeting of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches, 
to be held in Chichester from July 9 to 15. EePoS- Geneva 


UNITED STATES Approaches to Unity 


The Commission on Approaches to Unity of the Trotestant Episcopaz. Church in 
America, which was directed in 1946 by the General Convention "to continue negotiations 
with the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America" has prepared a report for 
the Convention of 1949 from which we quote the following: . 


"Both the Churches have declared their belief 'that the visible unity of 
Christ's Church is the will of God', Efforts to achieve this unity must not be cone 

fined to negotiating commissions... We can even now bear witness to our underlying 
unity of Christ". 


Referring to cooperation in activities, the report "recommends to the Clergy 
and laity of our Church that they take every opportunity to initiate common projects 
of study, conferences and other activities with members of the Presbyterian Church. 
To this end we suggest the following: 


"That, except when the Holy Communion be celebrated, congregations of the 
two Churches from time to time worship together. ‘tt is appropriate that when such 
services are held in Episcopal churches, the Prayer Book be used, and when in Pres= 
byterian churches, the Presbyterian form of service be followed. 


"That Episcopal and Presbyterian Bible classes meet together from time to 
tome - That young people's societies of the two Churches hold occasional joint meet- 
ings - That joint clergical associations be formed... 


"That joint vacation Bible schools be undertaken... and that student groups 
of both Churches in colleges and universities undertake joint study and activities", : 
7 B.P.S ° Geneva i 


GREAT BRITAIN | The Minissry of Laywomen 


Ae a me a 


The Upper House of the Convocation of Canterbury, at its final session on oa 


May 20, decided to adopt provisionally, for consideration by the Lower House, the fol- es 
lowing resolutitns regarding the ministry of Jaywomen; : 


Pia 
a 
Sea : P : : } ; iy REA 
| a eee a a ‘ ‘ 
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"1. The diocesan bishop may give permission to an incumbent for a woman , 
possessing special knowledge and experience, to speak about her work in church, at 
Services other than the Holy Communion, whether statutory or non-statutory, 


"2. The diocesan bishop may give permission to an incumbent for a lay 


woman, qualified according to regulations of Convocaticn in force for the time being, 


to take special (i.e. non-statutory) services in church and to give addresses at then. 


"3, The diocesan bishop may in case of need give permission to an ine 
cumbent for a woman worker holding his licenGe and qualified according to regulations 
of Convocation in force for the time being to take such parts of the services of Morn- 
ing and Evening Prayer and the Litany as are not reserved to the priest in church and 
give addresses at them!. 


Regulations regarding details for the admission of lay women follow. 
E.P.S. Geneva 


1 49 ae cae 
FRANCE Rags Orthodox Academy 
monoGss HCumenical Pioneer 


The Saint Sergius Theological Institute, affiliated to the University of 
Paris, has conferred on Canon P.E.T, Widdrington its honorar Doctorate of Theology 
in appreciation of his efforts as secretary and one of the founders of the Russian 
Clergy and Church Aid Pend in Britain, and as chairman of the Committee for co-ordin~ 


ating work among Orthodox Shurchpeople in Western Europe. The degree-conferring cerem — 


mony, held in the beautiful chapel of the institute, was attended by a large gather= 
ing of the Orthodox communities and by many friends of various denominations and na= 
tionalities; including Dr. Hedenquist, of the Church of Sweden and the World Council 
of Churches, the Dean of the American Episcopal. Pro-Gathedral, and the British Chape 
Jains in Paris. Dr. Widdrington, who celebrated recently the fiftieth anniversary 
of his ordination to the Anglican priesthood, has been a pioneer tn the establish= 
ment of Action Orthodcxes, and in the work of Christian sociology associated with 
the Christendom Groupe? 


The Russian Clergy aad Cherch Aid Fund is the permanent agency through 


which churchpeople in Britain have for many years given support to the Russian Ortho» ni 
dox Church both in Russia and elsewhere, The Saint Sergius Institute has, during the 


past twenty years, established an international reputation as a: theological centre 


Oe 


Ny, 


and for its scholarship in the field of Orthodox culture, E.P.S» Geneva 
Se : Conference on Christian Literature | 


A conference on Christian Literature, sponsored by the International Mis~ 
sionary Ccuncil will be held under the aegis of the National Christian Council of 


Japan in jiate June. In preparation a survey of Christian periodicals and books is 


fambaram meeting of the International Missionars’Cemeil in 1938 on the provision 


now being made. DroRealph E.Diffendorfer, who lec ts. d4sersstons at the Madrase 


of Christian Literature for the Younger Churches, is expected to be presents 
E.P.o. Geneva 
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_ TANGANYIKA First Meeting of the Christian Council 


Another Christian Council has come into being in Central Africa. The 
first General Meeting of the Christian Council of Tanganyika was held recently in 
Dodoma under the chairmanship of the Bishop of Central Tanganyika. The following’ 
Missions are represented in the Council: Universities! Mission to Central Africa, 


Augustana Lutheran Swedish Evangelical, Africa Inland, Mennonite, Moravian, Church 
Missionary Society. 


: As the International Missionary Council writes, "a united Christian front 
is more than ever needed if the problems created by the Ground Nuts Scheme and by 
other commercial developments are to be tackled strategically and with vigour", 


E.P.S. Geneva 


GREECE The People Need their Church 
es aba mlb ttn Reha lh eee eter D2 


"When the guerillas overcame us, we fled to the mountains. When they 
burned our homes we were concerned but not to despair. When we saw the church burned, 
then sadness and fear overcame us." 


se 


| Thus one of the 80 Greek village priests who have had to flee with their 
villagers to fortified Jd&nina characterized their flight, according to the Reve 
Robert Tobias, secretary of the Department of Reconstruction after a fortnight in 
Greece. 


: 
: 
613,900 such priests and villagers now crowd into.defended towns in central. 
and north Greece. Some are sheltered in straw pig sheds, some in cardboard shacks, 
Some in caves and tents, and some in barracks and quonset huts. Wearly one-third are 


completely "homeless or unsheltered. Were it not for voluntary and governmental re= 
“lief action tens of thousands would be dying> As it is some are at starvation level. 


: 


Defended cities are islands of refuge in a sea of hostile farmlands and 
mountains. One moves from "island" to “island under armed escort, passing through 
deserted villages and fields. Before sundown rads are closed and wire barricades 
bristling with mines block entrances to the towns. 


Despite their acute privations, the spirit of the refugees is remarkable, 
There is a real sense of solidarity and a spirit of helpfulness, one for another, 
seldom found even in normal conditions. There is remarkably little exploitation of 
the weak, little stealing or begging. 


Priests share in the plight of the homeless, ministering to their spirit- 
ual and material needs as one of them, When asked what the Ghurch is able to do for 
them, refugees replied in effect 'we are the Church ~ you can see what we are doing!, 
Refugée villager and priest alike said that their first task on returning to the vile 
lages, even before rebuilding their homes, is to establish a place of worship = to 
rebuild the church. "This is the centre of our life, and the assurance that God is 
there", Liturgical books, chalices and worship materials, all of which have been looted 
or burned are needed now in refugee camps but will be even more acutely needed when 
the people disperse to their villages. 
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The number of churches destroyed and the number of priests who are re-= 
_fugees has not been determined - there may be as many as 2,000. Eighty priests have 
found asylum with their fellow refugees in Jannina alone, This forced coming to = 


gether has provided opportunity for training and special studies in theology, pastor= 
al care and religious education. 


In metropolitan areas religious movements such as Zoe and Aktines, and the 
evangelistic and educational work of the Orthodox Church are growing, finding increas~ 
ing interest among students, professional men and youth particularly, A new training 

centre for Orthodox deaconesses is being established near Athens to train leaders for 
social work, evangelism and parish assirtance, A health recuperation contre for Or= 
_thodox priests from several countries is to be constructed at the monastery of Pen= 
deli. Some of the eight Orthodcx theological seminaries need equipment for expansion. 
Home Missions training centres have only recently be established to prepare laymen 
and priests for special. work of preaching and teaching. B.P.S. Geneva 


The Bishop of Chichester, Dr. George Bell, Chaiman of the Central Committee 
of the World Council of Churches, has sent a letter to the members of the Holy Synod 
of the Church of Greece, "expressing the deep sympathy with the Church of Greece which 
is felt throughout thé membership of the World Council on the death of your great and 


honoured Metropolitan, His Beatitude Archbishop Damaskinos. | 


The Death of Mgr Damaslcinos 


"Not a few members of the Central Committee Jind the privilege of having 
come into personal contact with his Beatitude since the end of the war, A& one of 
these, I can testify to the deep impression which the Archbishop's courage, wisdom 
and noble bearing made on those who saw him even for a short time, But whether or 
“not we had the honoux of some personal acquaintance, al] of us on the Gentral Com~ 
mittee revere one who rendered so signal a service to his Church and to his country 
in most difficult times, both during and after the war, 


"To the Church of Greece and to the Greek nation he stood as a great bule 
wark for religion and order and freedom. And all of us in other Christian communions 
realise something of the immense value of the contribution which he made to the life, 
health and salvation of the Greek people. His name will without doubt be famous in 
reek history, and be commemorated amongst those great churchmen and statesmen who 
have lived and worked and achieved great things for Church and country", 


Mgr. Joachim of Xanthi, acting President of the Holy Synod, sent the follow- 
‘ing cable to the Bishop of Chichester: 


"The Holy Synod of the Church of Greece in its deep distress at the loss 
of the great head of the Gresk Church Archbisnop Damaskinos of sacred memory, having 
felt some alleviation of its grief by the participation of Your Grece in its erent 
mourning, thanks You from the heart preving in confidence and consolation to the 
ivine Founder of the Church for a swift and worthy filling of the vacancy that 

s been left." 
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On June 4th the 63 metropolitans from Greece met in the Cathedral at Athens, 
in order to elect the new Primate of Greece. The ceremony took place in camera. 
The metropolitans have elected the Archbishop of Janina, Spiridonos Vlahos, who ob= 


tained 42 votes out of the 56 voting-papers handed in, His enthronement took place 
on Whit Sunday. 


The new Archbishop is 74 years of age. He was born in Epirus, where for 40 
years he was Metropolitan of Janina. His philanthropic and national activities led 


to his being regarded in that country as the father of his people. He is also a very 
good administrator. E.P.S. Geneva 


UNITED STATES Larger Attendance at Sunday Schools 


During the years 1945—1948 there has been a considerable incredse in the 
number of teachers and children in American and Canadian Sunday Schools. 


The latest report of the "International Council of Religious Education", 
in which 40 Protestant Churches of North 4 srica are represented, states that the 
total number of Sunday School children has increased by 5 million during the last three 
years. There are now about 29,746,000, according to a careful enquiry into attendance 
at children's services whichwas carried out by 700 local committees. The number 
of Sunday School teachers is also rising steadily. E.P.. Geneva 


A Periodical for the Assis.ance of Bible Translators 


The International Conference of Bible Translators held in Woudschoten (Ne- 
therlands) in 1947 expressed the desire that the United Bible Societies would send 
occasional reports to Bible-translators in different countries, which might be of 
practical service to them in their work (see E.P.S. Noo39/47). 


At~the meeting of the United Bible Societies held in June 1948 at Dunblane 
(Scotland) "~ see E.P.S, No. 24/25 — this desire was again considered and a resolution 
was passed, advocating the publication of a special periodical by the United Bible 
Societies "to deal with questions of translation, literacy, and any other news of 
general interest to all member societies". It is estimated that at least 400 or 500 
men and women are working on translations of the Bible today. 


The publication of the Bulletin was hindered by the death of’ Dr. John Re 


Temple. But the Netherlands Bible Society has produced a sample copy, on behalf of the 


United Bible Societies whose council is meeting this month in New York. This sample 
copy shows what such a periodical for Bible translators would be like. E.P.S.Geneva 


KOREA The Work of the National 
Christian Council of Korea 


The National Christian Councii of Korea has sent in a report about some of 


its latest activities, which have been blessed with success. 


The "Committee for Broadcasting", which is affiliated to the enlarged 'Nass 
Communication Committee" of the Christian Council, has been able to broadcast three 


_ plays on the eleven national wave-lengths. The first play represented the Easter 


story, and the second the story of the Prodigal Son; the third was the dramatic story 
of Pastor Sohn in Sunchon, whose two sons were killed during the Communist rising 
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in October 1948, and who then wanted to adopt the two young men who had killed his 
sons. 


The "Committee on Relief Work" of the Korean Christian Council has been 
recognised by the President of the Government » Rhee Syngman and by the American an— 
bassador, as the responsible organ for relief work among the population, 


The efforts for unity within the Separate Churches are also showing better 
results. The "Korean Methodist Church" » Which had split into two groups = the so- 
Called "Reconstruction=Party" and "Revival~Party" — is now reunited under one Bishop, 
instead of two superintendents, The new Bishop is the Rev. Kim Yusoon, well known 
for his evangelisation work on the Hawaiian Islands and elsewhere, He wants to unite 
the three existing seminaries of Korean Methodism in one more effective theological — 


college. E.P.S. Geneva 


_ FRANCE Negro. -Africa 

A number of meetings dealing with Negro Africa were organised at the 
_ Abbaye de Royaumont from 20th — 3oth May, 1949, and sponsored by the highest person= 
| alities of the French Republic as well as by His Eminence Cardinal Suhard, Arch 

bishop of Paris (who has since died), Pastor Marc Boegner, President of the trédé~ 
Tation Protestante de France!, and the Great Marabout of Dakar. The Chairman was 
4 Mr. André Siegfried. The general subject of these meetings was "The positive con= 
_ tribution of the African traditional civilisations to modern culture". E.P.S Geneva 


_ SWITZERLAND Ecumenical Whitsunday Service 


A service held on Whitsunday in the Holy Trinity Church in Geneva, and 
_ which was broadcast on the B.B.C,, was attended by a large congregation of people 


of various nationalities and belonging to a great number of Churches in Europe, Ame= 
rica and Asia. 


The Whitsunday Service was a very international service: In the first les— 
son, the voice of Oberkirchenrat Heinz Kloppenburg of Gemany, who works in the Re~ 
_fugee Division of the World Council of Churches, was heard; the second lesson was read 
by Dr. W.A.Visser 't Hooft of Holland, the General Secretary of the World Council of 
Churches, and the prayers after the anthem were ied by Dr. §.C. Michelfelder of America, 
the Executive Secretery of the Lutheran World Federation. The rest of the service was — 
_taken by the Reve Cecil Williams, the Anglican Chaplain in Geneva, and the anthem was 
sung by the Choir of the World Council. In his sermon, Bishop S.C -Neill, Associate 
General Secretary of the World Council of Churches, said that the first Whitsunday - oi 
marked an epoch in the history of the world, beéause it was the beginning of the procla-_ 
tation of the good news of God in Jesus Christ, which has been spread to all corners - E 
of the earth. The Church,as bearer of the message of Christ's victory over the world, a 
‘was not an anchronism, as many people were inclined to think. The Church had often ay 
failed, but Christ never promised that His Church would be perfect. He did promise . 

that the gates of hell should not prevail against it. The power of rebirth that was x 
given to the Church and to Christendom was a proof tlat this promise was being ful- 4 
filled. What was being done today by "the ecumenical movement was a rebirth based ‘s 
on the principles that the Church must be one and universal, and that she must proclaim — 
the lordship of Christ. 4 


on 
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Bishop Neill concluded by an appeal to his visible and invisible listeners: y 


; , "But in the end, what happens to this movement and what happens to the 
Churchitself da@ends very much on what you make of it. The Church is not an abstrac=- © 
tion: it is a visible Society made up of very ordinary people. It can never rise 

much above the level of its average maber. That is where you come in, and that is "i 
_the Challenge of Whitsunday to the individual. ‘If you will think only of the three OM 
things for which the ecumenical movement stands, universality, unity, the sovereignty 
_ of Christ, you will see that they are very closely éonnected with the three charac=- 


teristics we found in the first Church at Pentecost, fellowship, confidence and 


_ proclamation, E.P.S, Geneva 


_ SPAIN To which "Contamination" is the Cardinal ‘ 

ME ONE “Referring? 
9 A pastoral letter was published on March 7th, 1949, by Mer. Segura; Care 
_ dinal-Archbishop of Seville » On "The violation of a sacred right of the Church, 


SR At Aa nl th Sg tee ew 


; Here are the facts: On 14th vecember, 1948 = after other similar cases, « 
_ the publication of the pastoral letter of the Archbishep -- "Warning to the Catholics: 
Your souls are in danger of contamination!" was prohibited by the Press Authorities mee 
_ belonging to the Under-Secretariat of Public Education. This was done not only with 


_ regard to the Spanish press in general and the radio, but also to the press of the 
diocesan capital, 


"These facts," the Archbishop said, "show clearly a false principle which a 
' ¢an no longer be allowed to exist, and which we feel compelled in all conscience to 
Oppose. The State has no right to ston the publication of pastoral instructions 
from the prelates or from the Holy Sec, whencver it is considered proper to do Sdee. 
Our rebuke goes first of all to those responsible for such measures, and we warn 
them... that if this action is repeated, we regret we shail have to appiy the severe 
Sanctions prescribed by the Church... It is indeed inconceivable that in a Catholic 
country liké Spain government measures of this kind and which are reproved by the 
Holy Church, should be toleratedi, %.P.S, Geneva 
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JAPAN . Development of Evangelism : i 


The ReveDre Luman J. Shafer, secretary for Japan, China, and Africa of the 
Board of Foreign Missions, Reformed Church in America, will leave New York June 14, 
“for a six months stay in Japan, 


The announcement was made by the Interboard Committee for Christian Work in zr 
Japan, an interdenominational Protestant agency composed of eight major denominations, 
The announcement said that Dr. Shafer will assist the Church of Christ in 
Japan to develop a program aimed to take full advantage of the present opportunity 
for evangelism, adding that *while every indication po" its to Japan as the most prow ” 
mising country for Christi.n work, the situaticn demands not only greater missionary 
meal, but a vastly increased missionary staff". = 


Dre Shafer, who spent 23 years in Japan as a missionary, was a member 6f 
a four man delegation of leading church=men to visit Japan Shortly after VeJ day. 


' E.P.S. Geneva 
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GREAT BRITAIN The World Council Plans its Future 
Sale emanalillentendenetetel nected apd i acca sth tee 


An overwhelming majority, 60 representatives from among the 80 elected 
by the Amsterdam Assembly of August 1948, will attend the meeting of the Central Com~ 
mittee of the World Council of Churches which is to be held at Chichester from July 9 
to 15, 1949. Those unable to attend are, for the most part, sending alternates in 
their stead. The official delegates who will represent various of the 150 affiliated 
Churches in many countries include, for instance, the Anglican Bishop Y.Y.Tsu and 
Mr. Kenneth T. Li (Presbyterian Church) from China, Dr. M. Kozaki, Moderator of the 


Kyodan (United Christian Church in Japan), and Bishop Theophilus of the Ethiopian 
Church o 


The Central Committee's sessicn opens on Saturday, July 9. On the 
following Sunday, an inauguratory Divine Servicé will be held in Chichester Cathedral 
where the Bishop of Lund (Sweden), Dr.A. Nygren, will preach, 


The agenda of the conference session includes an address on "The 
esponsibility of the Churches in the sphere of international affairs", which was to 
have been delivered by the Primate of Norway, Bishop Berggrav of Oslo. Since the 
illness of this ecumenical pioneer has rendered this impossible, the task will be 
undertaken by Mr. Kenneth Grubb, Executive Chairman of the Commission of the Churches 
for International Affairs. 


Another important item on the agenda will be discussion on "what the 
Churches expect from the World Council". This theme will be introduced by the chair- 
man and vice-chairman of the Committee, the Bishop of Chichester and Dr. Franklin C. 
‘Fry of New York, President of the United Li heran Uhurch in U.S.A, 


| The Chichester Conference is the first "normal" plenary session of the 
Central Committee to which the Amsterdam Assembly entrusted the implementation of 
its decisions, 


The Central Committee will examine the following projects :mdertaken 
by the World Councils 


‘_ wy ie is a , . M - tae eal “toe hy ke a or Ae 
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1. The establishment, jointly with the International Missionary Council, of an 
adequate organisation to further relationships among the Younger Churches in 
Eastern Asia and between them and the entire ecumenical movement in its various 
aspects, 


2. The expansion of the new Secretariat for Evangelism. This will be a centre 
for interchange and inspiration in the field of Christian evangelism. 


3. Information and Press. 
The co-ordination of ecumenical information and press facilities. 


4, The setting-up of a commission on the Life and Work of Women in the Church. 
A number of women from different countries have been invited to take part in this 
discussion at Chichester. 


The Central Committee .'s session will be preceded by various con= 
ferences. The Study Department of the orld Council of Churches is holding at 
Oxford from June 28th to July 6th a conference for clergy and laity where the pro- 
‘gramme of ecumenical studies for forthcoming years will be worked out. 


The Joint Committee of the World Council of Churches ard the Intere 
national Missiomry Council will meet from July 2nd to 4th at Oxford and discuss 
plans for the Far Bastern Conferences of Younger Churches which is to be held at 
Bangkok, Siam, from December 4th ~ llth, 1949. The Executive Committee af the 
Commission of the Churches for Tibssrictinnall Affairs is meeting at Oxford from 

July 4th to 6th. 


After the conference of the Central Committee of the World Council 
of Churches the Commission for Faith and Order will meet at Chichester from 16th 
to 20th July. Decision will there be made for the date and venue of the next 


World Coiference on Faith and Order. E.P.o. Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN Mission to London ; 
The great Mission to London, organised by the Bishop of London, ended on ie 


May 29 with a thanksgiving service in St. Paul's Cathedral. fhe Bishop is satis— 
fied that the success of the mission has exceeded the hopes of those who organised 
it, and has fully justified the labour and expense involved. It is reckoned that 
there have been at least 600,QWattendances at meetings and services in connection 
with the Mission. Even those who have not attended any service have been made | 
aware, through excellent publicity and through co-operation of the Press, of what ‘. 
was going on, and have been compelled to realise that the Church is still an active ay 
force in the life of England. It will take time for the full effect of the mission 
to be estimated. From some parishes reports have been received that most of those © a 
attending the meetings have been already church-goers, and that no new or remark~ | 
able note was struck. Other centres, however, record most lively discussions, 

continued far into the night, with those who at ordinary times never come near a 
Church, 


During the second week of the Mission, great rallies were held each night 
in Westminster Abbey, in St. Paul's Cathedral and in Southwark Cathedral, which were 
extremely well attended. Among the speakers was Bishop Stephen Neill, Associate 
General Secretary of the World Council of Churches. @.P.S. Geneva 


ae, * 
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D 
BELGIUM — "Ecumenical Spirit and Missionary Spirit 
q A new Catholic review has just appeared in Louvain entitled "Living Church - 
the Answer to the Desire of Nations". This publication is intended in an integrally 
atholic spirit... to endeavour to make known and appreciated in all types of human 
society the riches of the divers gifts God has bestowed upon men... td make known the 
missionary activities of our separated Christian brethren in a spirit, and a hope, of 
nity". The first issue of this review contains an article by Father Maurice Villain, 
entitled "Ecumenical Spirit and Missionary Spirit", from which we quote: 


oS 


"At a time when the mystery of Christian unity is haunting men's minds = as 
witness the constitution in Amsterdam of the World Council of Churches, and the inter 
est which this gigantic effort by non-Catholic Christians has aroused among us = it is 
surprising that it should still sometimes remain so foreign to the apostles of distant 
missions. Mission and unity — would it not seem perilous to couple these two terms, 
both straight out of the Gospel, when it is remambered to what an extent Catholic and 
hon-Catholic missionaries in the field regard one another not only as 'brothers apart! 

as 'brotherb at enmity!....,... It is tie ancienttsacral! mentality of the wars 
of religion. which, in many cases, is still the dominant onet, 


Father Villain is, however, glad to be able to mention certain signs showing 
that a new Climate isin process of emerging which will eventually swallow up the pagan 
ontinents themselves, while our Gospel pioneers will bring their contribution to the 
scumenical work."' For the spreading of this Clinate, the writer suggests the followings 


First of all, "every missionary must be persuaded of the urgency of this prob- 
lem of Christian unity: it is the cause of the Church itself which is at stake." 
Secondly, "the only effective method seons inevitably to be that of spiritual emulation," 


"Tf the missionary has properly understood what spiritval emulation entails, 

le will refrain from what my be termed frustling'." In the matter of rivalry, mis - 
onary exhibitions "sometimes give grounds for that stumbling~block to unity, complaint fa 
ig2inst Catholic pride", They give the visitor the idea "that our missionary enter 
rises are not only a victorious campaign against heathendom, but an ant?-Protestant 
rusade", But psychology and charity are not enovgh. "It is indispensable that mis~ 
idonaries should receive from their seminary days onward suitable and competent in- 
ftructiono.. Is i% too much to hope that our theological faculties might give a reason= 
ble place in their svllabus to the ecumenical disciplines? In addition, there could 

@ & press service dealing both with the theological thought of the various Christian 
hurches and with their liturgical, apostolic, social and missionary activities...! 


Father Villain is kind enough to quote EPS in this connection, considering ‘ 
hat it answers this need by offering a weekly survey "most comprehensive and instruc- a: 
ive". E.P.S. Geneva 3 


ITED STATES "Peace is Possible! 


¥ "Peace is Possible" has been selected as the theme for the sixth observance : 
f World Community Day, to be held November 4, under the auspices of the United Council 
f Women, a Protestant interdenominational agency composed of representatives of 83 oh 
enominations. 7) 


As the central project for the observance, the Council is urging its 10,000,000 
mbers to collect new pieces of material for women overseas, Known as ‘Pieces for i 
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a Peace", the project is aimed to furnisn needy women with materials for dressmaking, 
_ and other essential household items, 


The peace bundles are to be handled through Church world Service, an agéncy 
through which 23 Protestant and Orthodox bodies administer their overseas relief. 
Collection of the material is to start immediately. As described. in a booklet being 
distributed to church women, World Community Day is being observed !'to increase by 
learning, by gifts, and by prayer, that sense of world community which nust precede 
an enduring peace!, é E.P.S. Geneva 


UNITED STATES Proposed Union of all Baptist Groups in U.S.A, 
The Northern Baptist Convention voted unanimously at its annual meeting in 
San Francisco on June 3rd, 1949, to invite all Baptist groups in the United States 
to join a single denomination, 


Since the Northern Baptist Convention is already negotiating for a merger 
with the Disciples of Christ, a consolidat’ on of all Baptist forces would make the 


_ resultant denomination the largest unified Protestant group in the country with a 
_ membership of about 15,000,000. 


The denomination's General Council was instructed to work out the procedure 
in connection with issuance of the formal invitations te the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention of 6,500,000 members: two Negro Baptist denominations totalling about 
93000,0°O membérs; bilingual conventions including chiefly Germans and Scandinavians 
_ With about 200,000 members, and a number of other BYOUupS. 


In other actions on the proposed mergcr, with the Disciples of Christ, the 
Convention voted: 


That Northern Baptists and Disciples of Christ hold simultaneous conventions 
in the spring of 1952, with some joint sessions planned; that every possible step 
be taken to recognize the mutual ordination of Baptist and Disciples ministers; that 
_ November 13, 1949, be adopted and promoted as the day for Baptist-Disciples pulpit 
exchanges» E.P.S, Geneva 


The Work Amongst the Blind in the Near Fast 


At its recent meeting in Brummana in the Lebanon, the Near East Christian 
Council agreed to complete its survey of the actual work being done for the Blind, 
whether by governuents or by private agencies, throughout the area. As is right, 
governments have concentrated upon the prevention of blindness, and the treatment an 
of eye-diseases. They have launched campaigns to instruct the population in the ee 
Causes of blindness. But wp to the present, little has been done in proportion to a 
the total need to teach the Blind trades by which they can eazn their: Living, or to ; 
provide them with those educational and recréational facilities which are so im= is 
portant for making life interesting for then, 3 
‘ 


The Near East Christian Council has, therefcre, decided to make a study of 
‘the contribution to the solution of this problem which can be made by the Churches 

and Missions in the Near East. In particular it is sending out an appeal. to mis- a 
‘sionaries and church meubers to learn Arabic Braille so that they can themselve teach 
others; and it is gradually ouilding up libraries of books in English and Arabic 
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Braille from which the blind can borrow, in such stratetic centres as Cairo, Beirut, 
| Baghdad and Algiers, ‘Several Societies for the Blind in the United States, Great 
| Britain and Australia, are generously co-operating in the project. E.P.S. Geneva 


General MacArthur has asked the Pocket Testament League in the United 
States for ten million Gospels to aid in the Christianization of Japane Not in 500 
years has any nation afforded an opportunity such as Japan now offers for the pre» 

_ sentation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, General Macarthur Claimed, and added that the 


goal. 


The Testament League will sponsor the printing of the Testaments in Japan. 
_ Over 30,000 Japanese and English Testaments have already been shipped from America, 
' Missionaries in Japan have pledged their cooperation as channels of distribution. 


E.P.S,. Geneva 
CHINA Churches Determined te Survive the Test 
ee LLC LO LLL LLL LCC LE LIL LOLOL COTY 


; Determination to carry on Christian work in China was voiced by Reve 
_ George K.T.Wu, general secretary of the National Christian Council in China, "This 
is not the time for retreat. We must under God's guidance move forward't. 


Writing from Shanghai on May 20, shortly before the fall of the city to 
_the Communists, Mr. Wu declared that “although we cannot be too optimistic about our 
future, yet we are quite confident that the Churches in China will be able to stand 
the test, We may have smaller numbers of Churches, Christians and Church institutions, 
but those who can survive under the new challenges and tests will become much stronger 
in faith and action", | 


Speaking on behalf of his fellow-Christians im China, Mr. Wu wrote that he 
was grateful "that so many of our missionary friends have decided to stay in China'. 
Although relations with the mission boards "may be questioned, Mr. Wu declared that 
"we are determined to stand for the ecumenicity of the Church", &.P.S,. Geneva 


All missionary personnel in Shanghai are safe, according to a survey made 
after the city had fallen into the hands of the Chinese Communists. 


It was ascertained, says "Religious News Service! (New York) that, 
with the exception of the Seventhday Adventist hospital, missionary property suffered 
little damage in the battle for Shanghai. 


Mission propei'ty along the Sooc..ow Creek, where retreating Nationalist 
troops held out for two days, escaped unharmed, E.P.S., Geneva 


BURMA Christians in the Burmese Turmoil 


CHINA Missionary Personnel in Shanghai Safe — 


«JAPAN Gospels for Japanese Christians 
ebb belabaakdl artnet Sateen nrnstenyatepeaasaiantenaenaenntnndsesnntiweitisnenetian 


direct distribution of the Scriptures is the surest and quickest achievement of this be. 


<— 


From a very comprehensive report on the Christian situation in Burma, dated 
May 1949, we quote the following: 7 “ae 
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Although nearly four years have passed since the end of Japanese occupation 
in Burma, the country is still deeply depressed and unrecovered. Internal strife, ~~ 


widespread agrarian unrest, graft and waste, constant flowing in of refugees are among 
the chief problems, 


"In such an environment the Christian community necessarily suffers dis= 
comfort and insecurity proporticnal to the plight of the general population. Christ= — 
dan church and school properties took a heavy loss in the war. Because of the availe | 
ability of outside funds for such use, their restoration was faster and at a better. 
level than restoration in general. However, the most recent waves of insurgent com- 
bat have wrought widespread destruction of Christian institutional properties and 
Christian homes and villages in the affected areas. There is the additional tragedy 
that especially among the Karen people a militant section of them have gone into armed 
revolt, have repaid persecution with violent reprisals, and by combat with the Govern- 
ment have increased the chance for Communists and other rebellious elements to pro~ 
fit by the weakness and confusion of the times...!! 


Regarding Christian teaching "%' was a severe loss whm official circles 
took steps to make impossible the restoration of Judson College in the plans for the 
University of Rangoon. There is now no educational institution in Burma at collegiate 
or university level which is under Christian management. Many Christian schools of 
secondary grade are operating on & private and unaided basis as successors to the 
pre-war institutions. The management is almost entirely national, the managerial 
motives and abilities varied. These schools generally are filled beyond reasonable 
Capacity. They have inherited the good will and confidence of the general public, 

and it remains to be seen whether they can continue on this independent basis if 
Government gains strength to enforce a definite educational policy... 


"The training programme and facilities are inadequate, The combined Bap~ 
tist seminaries at Insein have been the very centre of battle and Siege for over i 
three months with incalculable loss to the properties and equipment. Recruitment for 

a lifelong vocation in distinctive Christian service becomes difficult under such 
conditions". 


As to new missionaries coming to Burma, "the Government policy on foreign 
entry and residence sharply restricts the possibilities. The insecurity prevailing 

in most of the country strongly seconds the problem of maintaining countrywide mis- 

sionary residential stations". 


The report goes on to give a picture of the achievements of the Christian ve 
- community and stresses first that “through the past decade it has demonstrated a ih 
Capacity under adversity to maintain its identity and to grow in numbers... In local , 
and favourable instances there are evidences of increase in the values of Christian oa 
fellowship in worship on a basis is less dependent than ever before upon foreign 
_ missionary guidance... 


"The Christian youth enterprise in such activities as the Student Christ= sa! 
ian Movement in the university and readiness to serve in relief emergencies have ad= Se 
vanced conspicuously. It is claimed that service by Christian youth has been’a guide a 
and inspiration to national youth organisations outside the Christian circle", 


E.P.S, Geneva nm 
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~—6WUS SR, . Religion in the Eyes of the Soviet 


How fully are church and religious affains being reported in the daily Press of 


Soviet Russia? The following indications, taken from Soviet papers, supply an answer 
to this qgestion: 


'Pravdal, Moscow, March 30, 1949: "A certain activity has recaitly been observ— 
able among churchmen, who are endeavouring to extend their influence upon young people. 
A number of Komsomol (Commmist youth organisation) groups have been shutting their 
eyes to occurences of this nature. This is inadmissible, Komsomol must not take up a 
neutral attitude regarding religion. It mist uphold the doctrine of the progress of 
science, to which all religions stand in direct contradiction. Komsomol must thus im= 
prove the quality of its propaganda in the field of natural science". 


The April issue of the 'Pravda! prints a report of the departure of the official 
delegate of the Holy Synod of the Russian Orthodox Church, Metropolitan Nikolai of 
Krutitza and Kolomna, to the World Peace Congress in Paris. The Archbishop was "accom 
panied onto» the airfield ty the Deputy President of the Council for Russian Orthodox 
‘Church Affairs on the Ministerial Council of the U.S.S.R., and by a representative of 
the Moscow Patriarchate", 


On April 23 it is stated in 'Pravdai that "the address of the Russian Orthodox 
delegate to those taking part in the peace congress in Paris was received with thun-— 
derous applause". The brief account of his speech concludes: "There is no Power in a 
position to check the overwhelming urge of Humanity towards peace and reconciliation 
among nations", 


The "Ytschitelskaja Gazetatt of March 19 writes: "A teacher has spoken several 
times in a school in the Crimea of a treligious science of today!, apparently..ounder 
the impression that religious faith is‘a field of sciencet!. The Party "cannot maintain 
@ neutral attitude as regards religion, says Comrade Stalin, and will combat with its 
propaganda all fcxms of religious prejudice... Oniy education founded on a materialistic 
philosophy with a scientific basis can disembarramtthis schoolmaster of such errors". 


Thé same paper reports from America on April 2, "The American illustrated weekly 
tLifel is, of course, published by the reactionary journalist Henry Luce with Morgan's 
money.-. In one number ef this periodical, an article appeared by the Lutheran pastor 
Reinhold Niebuhr, recommended to the public by the magazine's editor as a member of the 
Assembly of the World Council of Churches in Amsterdam and an expert in the field of 
Christian ethics. At first sight it appears strange that an upholder of Christian 
charity should select as his mouthpiece a publication puffed up with malignity and mi- 
santhropy such as 'Life’, But the reader's disgust is soon dissipated. Mr. Niebuhr 
is not one of the spiritual shepherds. who call their flock to fight for freedom and the 
good of huganity. His name is not to be found on the list of American church leaders 
who signed an appeal to President Truman to iron out differences of opinion with the 
Soviet Union in order to ensure peace and prospority for the neoples of America, Pastor } 
Niebuhr preaches something quite different, something which goes badly with the Christ-— 
jan moral code. Hecalls for bloodshed and fer a war of destruction against the peace~+ 
able Soviet people, for the benefit of the American imperialists", E.P.S, Geneva 
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| GERMANY "We Live in a Very Grave Hourt! 

} _———— ee aera eneeneenenemenemenenemenmemieeenteese eee ey 

| In'a message of greeting to the Evancelical congregations of Berlin and 

_ Brandenburg, which was read aloud during services on Whit Sunday, the Bishop of Berlin, 
Dr. Dibelius, President of the Council of the Evan,elical Church in Germany (EKiD), 
states that henceforth responsibility for what goes on in Germany will come to rest 


more and more upon German shoulders. German political life, he says, is once more 
_ coming into being. 


; "At the present time," runs the message, "there weighs upon us above all 

_ else anxiety at the political structure taking shape around us, which shows so many 
of the features against which we felt called by God to make a stand under National 

_ Socialism — brute force trampling upon all law, inner falsehcod, hostility.to the 
Gospel"... True, the Church should and does topenly and gladly testify to the unde={ 
_ standing and readiness to help which it has encountered regarding many of its affairs 
_ among leading political authorities in the Rast". It has, indeed, "continually felt 
itself obliged to deny reports of anything approaching organised persecution of Christ- 
_ians in the East of our country”. Yet, "that damage is being done in countless vil- 
' lages and towns to the life of the Church through measures taken by the political 
authorities" is the sober truth, and against this the Church must raise a warning 
voice. 


The message closes by asking the congregations to bear witness to the Christe 
dan faith with evereincreasing resolution, and never to weary of intercession, espe= 
cially for those in prison and in intermmontcamps, but also for those set in authority © 
in the State. "We live in very grave hour," arid "no man knows how long a time God will — 
yet leave us to make a fresh beginning in this world". E.P.S. Geneva 


' GERMANY Oikumene at Home 


Ecumenical discussion among the Land and Free Churches of Germany is being 
Carried on under the auspices of the "Working Association of Christian Churches in 
Germany". The Association has set forth, among others, the following rules: 


"The various Churches which recognise Jesus Christ as God and Saviour cannot 
live side by side in one place and work as if they had nothing to do with one another. 
They must strive to achieve a brotha ly attitude towards each other, 


"The aim of their labours and the guiding principle of their relation to one 
another must be the glory of God am the true welfare of men. 


"Brotherly love stands the test of truth. Profound differences in doctrine 


must therefore not be glossed over, suppressed or buried in oblivion. 


"Every Christian Church has the duty, and thus the privilege, of bearing wit— e 
ness to the Lord Jesus Christ in accordance with the measure of knowledge vouchsafed to it. 


oN 
"Every Church may call the attention of evéry other Church, in a spirit of “3 
truth and charity, to its supposed or actual errors, but should at the same time be 

‘prepared itself to submit to similar plain=speaking on the part of all other Churches. 


a 
| "Every Church should be at liberty, if it thinls fit, to carry on evangelistic 
campaigns within the province of another Church. Should God bring to personal faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ, by means of the worship of another Church, any whom we through 
baptism have claimed for the Church cf Christ and striven to lead to our Lord through 
religious instruction, this calls for recognition in a spirit of humility. It is,how— ‘ 
ever, destructive to'the Church of Christ if one Church deliberately alienate practising — 
members from another, in order to gain them for itself. | E.P.S,. Geneva ‘ 
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GERMANY German Repatriates! View of Christianity 


Just how Christian are the German prisoners of war returning from Russia? 


An effort is made to answer this question in an article entitled "Home from 
the Borderline of Human Existence," published in the May issue of the Munich monthly 
nZeitwende". 


"It should be stated without sentimentality," runs this article, "that many 
of the repatriates will be found to be criminals and men of violence... There too! 
(in the Russian PoW camps) "Europe's complacency and estrangement from God have borne 
bitter fruit... The repatriates will bring with them into mny a God-fearing community 
a hatred of God as deep as the Pit." 


But along with these there are "the host of those who have come back out of 
the school of God," who freely confess that God has been among them. "Perhaps it be- 
gins like this: Was God with us during those years? Did He really will all that? And 
then somebody who never used to go to church says, ‘Let's be frank - we can't manage now 
without God! ," 


Regarding the mood prevalent in the camp, the article says, "Of course, most 
of the men in the camp only laughed at the faith and at God." Even the foothold af- 
forded by clerical companionship gave way = "we had pastors there, but you réally 
wouldn't have noticed it with some of them, Christians," is one remark made, "aren!t 
any better than the rest." And then the discussion would turn directly on God = "Well, 
where is God, if He can let such a lot of foul things happen?" Thus "God was summoned 
to judgment before men in the prisoner of w:r campse" Where was Ged, to hear the 


summons? 


"There came one day when God was not silent...'' As Easter drew on, even the 
prisoner would hear the Easter greeting of the East, "Christ is risen" « and sometimes 
he heard it in his owm language! And then Christ the Lord spoke His word of life in 
the desolate huts also ~ "Two of us contrived that there was.m despair there, one 
Evangelical pastor and one Catholic," And "there was one Evangelical pastor who would 
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gone home to his six children if he had been underweight... If he had starved liké 
the others he would have managed it, But because he was needed, he went on eating, 

and so he did not come home." Few though the Christians were, "you felt them plainly 
everywhere. One Russian commandant "surreptitiously presses a priosner!s hand, 
saying, 'Me too be with Christ? ,1 


And how do the German repatriates stand as regards the Church? ‘A report +4 
appears in the June number of the monthly "Kirche und Mann," of Git ersloh, by a pastor 
| who had to speak at meetings of repatriates on the World Assembly of Amsterdam, He 
_writes,"'Yes, now, what do you really mean by your Church?! the man I used to be in 
prison with broke in suddenly. 'Dontt you remember the way we four used to sit by the 
_ barbed wire? Then we were a Church! well, is the Church that kind of thing, or is . 
it at all organisations and conferences?? Immediately another takes it up; 'I began } 
to have faith again when I saw the way the Christians really formed a brotherhood 
- among themselves in prison in the middie of all that universal hatred and jealousy. 
| They all used to meet for worship and prayer, whether they were Catholics or Lutherans 
_ or Free Church or Reformed. This oneness in the faith overcame me Completely. And 
' now they are all off on their own confessimnal ways again, and a lot of themare runn- 
ing up against one another, Does it huve to be like that, or is it not just human 
argumentativeness?! E.P.o. Geneva 


Reve Marcel Pradervand Receives Honorary Degree 


Maryville College, Knoxville, Tenn., (U.S.A.) conferred the honorary degree 
of Doctor of Divinity on Rev. Marcel Pradervand of Geneva, Switzerland, at commence- 
' ment exercises, May 18. 


Progress in Protestant Missions 


We ére able to give some advance information, derived from the World Christe 
ian Handbook, shortly to be published by the World Dominion Press, London (see EPS Nr.1o). 


This is the first general survey since 1938 of the state and progress of the 
Churches in the missionary areas of the world and also of the 'lands of the Older 
'Churches'. A previous survey was made in 1925, 


It is very difficult to make accurate comparisons between these three sur— 8 

veys, since the methods of maintaining statistics supplied by different Churches Vary Siw 
very much from one another, Some Churches have not sent in statistics at 271, others a 

' have supplied them for one of the survcys and not for others. In the present survey Bi. 
' there are some additional differcnees. In the first place, whereas previously under > ae 
South Africa and Latin America the figures given were those of Churches directly des aM 

| pendent on missionary societies for their origin, the present survey includes for them 
first time such larjye Churches as the Anglican Province of South Africa and the Dutch at 
Reformed Church, and in Latin America the German Evangelical Lutheran Church of Brazil, — 

Further, since 1925 many bodies which ‘vere formerly directly dependent on missionary Be 
societies have grown into independent national Churches such as the Church of South ae 
India, the Church of Christ in Japan, etc, These Churches appear in the 1949 survey es 
for the first time, and in many cases the statistics supplied by the missionary socie= — 
ties for earlier surveys are omitted. Again, certain Churches such as the Syrian Ortho= — 
dox Church of South India, have been included for the first time. These differences or! 
in method make exact comparison and exact measurement of progress almost impossible, 
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The survey covers 120 countries and island groups outside Europe, Canada, 

_ the United States, Australia and New Zealand, giving for these statistics in detail, 
and includes summaries for the other countries and Continents named above. A com» 
parison of the figures as actually given in’1925 and in 1949 indicates a growth of 
Protestant numbers from 6,517,697 to 25,341,283. The 1949 report shows for the mis- 
Sionary areas a total of 130,135,533 Roman Catholics and 11,595,803 Christian of Ortho 
dox Churches, As will be seen from the reservations above, the actual progress in the 
numbers of Protestant Churches is Considerably less than that suggested by the figures 
given above.’ Nevertheless, the real progress is very considerable, Only one country 

_ inthe world, namely Turkey, shows an actual decrease in the number of Christians from 

15,283 in 1925, to 2,900 in 1948, Every othe country in the world shows a substantial 

increase. ‘Je indicate here some of the most remarkable increases manifest in areas | 

where precise comparison with earlier figures is possible. 


Remarkable Increase in Various Countries: For example, in Nigeria the number of Christe 
ians in connection with the Anglican mission has risen from 147,000 in 1925 to 411,000 
in 1948, In the Belgian Congo, the Christians in connection with the Presbyterian 

_ Church in U.S. have increased from 44,057 in 1925 to 134,580 in 1949, those in connec~ 
tion with the Baptist Missionary Society of ‘eat Britain from 24,011 to 73,992: and 

_ those in connection with the Regions Beyond Missionary Union from 2,515 to 325396. In 
the Panama Canal Zone, the Protestant Episcopal Church of the U.S.A, has grown from 
1,667 in 1925 to 16,652 in 1949. The Methodist Church of Brazil has increahed from 
12,570 in 1925 to 35,113 in 1949; the Presbyterian Church of Brazil fron 34,072 to 
—6-94,305 in 1949. Parallel, though slightly less striking, increases could be adduced 

_ from almost every country. 


Missionary Staffs According to the report, the entire staff of Christian workers in 


connection with Protestant missions now amounts to 192,987 persons, This includes 
25,989 ordained ministers, 128,713 laymen and 38,285 womens 


Ordained ministers from foreign countries number 8,883, as compared with 
17,106 nationals. The perceiitage of national workers as against workers from foreign 
countries has been steadily and rapidly increasing, and at present time by far the 
largest part of the staff is made up of nationals of the country in which the work is 
carried on. 


The ‘survey will be available in book form this summer, It has been pre 
pared by thé Rev. E.J. Bingle, Joint Secrotary for Survey of the International Mis sion=_ 
ary Council, and has a foreword by Mreo Kenneth GeGrubb, ‘C.M.Ge, Executive Chairman of 


the Commission of the Churches on International Affaizs, E.P.S. Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN | Whitsunday at Westminster Abbey = 


A united services of intcrnational Christian witness was held in Westminster 
Abbey on Whitsunday afternoon for the ninth year in succession, 2 


a 


a 


The congregation numbered many different nations and races and over sixty 
pastors and chaplains of British, Continental and Overseas Churches took part in the 
procession of witness, ig 

; 


The Reve J.F.B, Carruthers of the United States and the Reve Role van ae 


Apeldoorn of the Netherlands read the lessons and the prayers were led by the Dean of : 
Westminster. In his sermon, the Rev» 0,.S. Tomkins, associate general, secretary of the 
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- World Council o Churches, contrasted wordly glory with the glory which the Father 
gave tc. the Son and the Son gives to us. "Now is the Son of Man glorified" said Jesus, 

when the cross loomed unmistakably near. ‘Behold your King'"" was said when He was des~ 

_ pised and rejected. If we ask for His unity, we must accept His strange glory, said 

the préacher. ‘et those Churches which are still in the light work for the darkness 

_ cometh, and let thése Churches which are in darkness know that the darkness cannot 

Overcome the light, When we have been transformed we shall find that we have been 


united, for the only unity is the glory of Christ, E.P.S, Geneva 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA Dre Krenek!s Death 


Doctor Joseph Krenek, the synodical senior of the Evangelical Church of 
the Czech Brethren, died from a heart attack: on dune 15th. Dr. Krenek had served as 
moderator to his Church since 1939 with a short interruption during the war when he 
was prohibited by the Germans from exercising his duties. Dr. Krenek was an outstanding > 
_ preacher. He attended as the delegate of his Church the Assembly of the World Council 
_ of Churches in Amsterdam, and recent international meetings of the Presbyterian Alliance 
and of the United Bible Societies, The successor to Dr. Krenek will have to be elected 


by the General Assembly of his Church, E.P.S. Geneva 
- GREECE Damaskinos! Foundation for Theological Students 


The late Archbishop of the Greek Orthodox Church, Metropolitan Damaskinos 
of Athens, in his will bequeathed the sum of $12,000 to Orthodox theological students, 


mainly from the parisiof Dorvitsia, near Athens, E.P.S. Geneva 
| ISRAEL The C.C.I.A. on Religious Interests in Israel 


; The memorandum on the Brotection of religious interosts and activities in 
Palestine submitted by the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs to the 

Palestine Conciliation Commission (see EPS No»23) develops the following three prin 
ciples: 


"1. Human rights and fundamental freedoms, and, particularly; full relie 
gious liberty must be safeguarded for all. without distinction as to race, Sex, language 
or religion. 


"2. The protection of holy places, religious buildings and sites in Palestine 
and free access thereto should be recognised as a matter of international responsibility. 


"3. All church-owned and mission-owned propertiss in Palestine that have 
been occupied by either Arabs or Jews should be returned to their owners, UePeSoGeneva — 


ISRAET, The Israeli Government and the Christians eas" 


In answer to Press reports stating that religious liberty hod been inter- ls 
fered with in Israel and serious offences committed against Christians, the Government 
in Israel hes issued a statement, from which we quote: ee 


"The Israeli authorities are most strictly observing the principles listed a 
on May 14, 1948, in the Proclamation of Independence of the State of Tsrael, i.ec, the 
equality ofall citizens, freedom of worship and the inviolabilitg of sanctuaries and ‘a 
holy places. : . 


hos i4 
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"Those responsible for certain infixquent actos of violence unhappily in= 
evitable in time of war have been relentlessly deal with, In the matter of destruce 
tion caused through hostilities, the State of Israel recognises the duty incumbent 
upon it to make restitution wherever Israeli troops have been at fault. Requisitioned 
buildings have been or will be restored as quickly as possible to their lawful owners. 


"Freedom of movement is subject to Limitations only in the zones of milie 
tary activity... These measures apply to all those Living in such zones, whether a 
Clerical or lay. Restrictions are raised immediately upon return to normal conditions «+ 


"'Tsrael is, in the restoring of their country to the Jewish people, ob~ 
serving the great principle of toleration towards all beliefs which is the very founda— 
tion of the Jewish ethical code. Libdllous campaigns... can thus be of service only to - 
fanatics and tc those hostile to a toleration which ic likewise the ésserie> of Christiar 
ity. me BePoS. Geneva 


SWITZERLAND A_Stucy Conference on Orthodoxy 


"Nidelbad House", in Riischlikon, near Zurich, is where the “Swiss Union 
of Deacon Service carries on its activities, It was there that on Juné 13~20 more 
than 100'people interested or active in the ecuncnical cause (Baptists, Evangelical 
Reformed, Evangelical Lutherans, Old Catholics, Evangelical Catholics, Apostolic 


_ Catholics, Orthodox and Roman Catholics) met for a church gathering devoted to the 


study of Orthodoxy, Orthodox Christians were asked what they had to say avout thé 
Chris tian ecumenical movement, Within a framework of Orthodox services in German, 
which closed with the celebration of the agape as in the Early Church, lectures were 
delivered by Pastor F.E, Heitz on "The Contribution of Orthodexy Towards Christian 
Reunion," by Archimandrite A. van der Mensbrugghe on "The Ecumenical Significance 

of the Harly Fathers", and by Prof, E. Kovalevski, Rector of the Orthodox institute 

of St. Denis in Paris, on "Dogma as Actuality", 

In this way, the essential beliefs and traditions of the Easteim Church 
‘were made Clear through the morning, m.dihy and evening devotions and the talks of the 
guest speakers, which went to make up the programme, At the short closing discussion 
the desire was expressed that the consideration thus begim of the "tmiversal validity 
of the claim to religious truth and plenitude of religious value" put forward by the 
Orthodox should be carried further in accordance with the "Confession of Nidelbad.t a 
This confession is an appeal "for the Divine unity of life in all the freedom and 
variety; of the individual witness borne’it," in the spirit of Gospel love which is 


the moving force of the Union's labours. EePeSe Geneva 
POLAND Churches without Pasvors 


In the districts of Waldenburg, Hirschberg and Schweidnitz, in Silesia, As 
there are still to be found today groups of Germans who carry on their ow liturgical 
life without any pastor to lead them. The priesthood of all believers is making its 
mark on these people. Men and women of the congregation, who have to work for a living, — 
carry oub their task of preaching bota during the week and on Sundays, Sirice trans= 
port is hard to get or too expensive, distances have tc be covered on foot. Weare 
informed tht before Easter not only the main Sunday services but also Holy Week ones 
were held. In addition, there are children's services and Bible classes. EoPoSoGeneva — 
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The Christian Approach to the Jews 


The International Missionary Council's Intemational Committee on the Christe 
JanApproach to the Jews held an enlightening conference in Edinburgh, from June 13th 
to 18th, with the Rev. Birger Pernow, of the Svenska Israelmission, in the chair (see 
EPS No.» 20). Those present were widely representative of Churches and missionary so= 
Cieties - American, British, Continental - with work among the Jews. The World Coumcil 
was also officially represented. 


An exchange of views on-the present situation revealed the need for some ra- 
dical redistribution of effort, on account of the changes in the size of the Jewish po= 
pulation in various countries; the conference faced the inescapable fact that, as a 
result of the Nazi persecution, the Jews of Europe (excluding U.S.S.R.) had been reduced 
from 6 570 000 to 1,200 000. In North America the numbers had increased; while South 
America, delegates were reminded, with 380 000 Jews in Argentina alone required to be 
taken more fully into account as a growing area of Jewish settlement. Immigration to 
Israel, estimated to be proceeding at such a pacé that by 1953 only one person in four 
will have been resident in the area before 1948, constituted a particular challenge 

and opportunity, under the present Israeli government's policy of religious tolerance. 


The dwindling of the Jewish population in Europe, however, was not regarded 
by the delegates as justifying any relaxabion of effort by the Churches on behalf of 
tthe Jews in the countries concerned, The somewhat critical exchange of impressions as 
_to the relatively small extent to which the Churches have implemented the recoimendations 
of the Amsterdam Assembly of the World Council of Churches, concerning the need to coun- 
teract ahtisemitism and to take the responsibility to the Jews fully into account in the 
discharge of the Great Commission, was in fact rather specially directed towards the 
Churches of the Continent, of Europe; and the conference was reminded of the danger of t he 
Churches neglecting groups of Jews, and more especially of Hebrew Christians, simply be- 
Cause they were numerically small. 


Encouraging reports were given of the response to training facilities for 
work among the Jews, not least those provided by the Institutum Judaicum 'Delitzschia- 
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numt, the institute for Jewish studies maintained in Leipzig, before the Nazi régime, 
and re-opened at Minster (British Zone) under the direction of Professor K.HsRengstorf 
j in 1947. It was expected that from the summer of 1950, by which time more adequate 
accommodation will have been secured, the Delitzschianum will be in a position to ac- 
cept students from any missionary societies wishing to send them for training. 


The delegates gave keen expression to their appreciation of the untiring 
efforts pit into the committee's activities by its director, Dr. Conrad Hoffmann. Re~ 
cognizing, however, the excessive burden which he carries, and the increasing scope 
of the whole work, they extended a hearyr-welcome to the Rev. Gote Hedenquist, of Sweden, 
who is to join Dr. Hoffmann at the New Year and subsequently to succeed him as director 


of the International Committee. E.P.S, Geneva 
UNITED STATES Congregationalists International Council 


Congregationalists from 37 countries throughout the world, meeting at Wellesley, 
Mass., June 17 = 24, have adopted a permanent constitution for the International Con- 
gregational Council. The following items have bem reported to EPS: 


The Meeting is the sixth in a series of international assemblies, the first 
of which took place in London in 1891. Study themes of the Wellesley meeting are the 
same as those of the Amsterdam Assembly > 


"Dr. Douglas Horton, head cf the Congregational Christian.Churches in America 
and a member of the Congregational Christian Churches in America and a member of the 
Gentral Committee of the World Council of Churches was elected moderator of the newly- 
formed Council and Dr. Sid?.ey M,Berry cf London, England, was elected the secretary. 


"The Reve Leslie E. Cooke, whe is head of the Congregational Union of England 
and Wales and a member of the World Council's Central Committee, in his keynote sermon 
of the Council on June 17 pointed out that "Christian thinking is rapidly being driven 

into an obsession with an exclusive alternative between Christianity and Communisms,. 
Confronted with dilemma, the Church is tempted to escape into other-worldliness or to 

yield itself to alliance with those forces which would seem most calculated to guaran- 

tee its privileges and its survival as an organization. 'The task of the Church is to 

: find the third way and to take it at the risk of misunderstanding and consequent suf- 

_fering!. " 

} 


; 'tNo doubt it is the Church's task to expose... and resist the attacks of anti- 
Christian philosophy, but it is called to do so in the knowledge that its mission is 

to reconcile... It can only do this in so far as it recognizes that these new poli- 

_ tical alignments are the full flowering of those teachings and practices which the 

; Church has permitted to flourish in the society where it has had power and influence, 

and even within its own fellowship," 

ty Among the other speakers at the Council meeting are Sir Oliver Franks, British 
Ambassador to the United States, the Rev, Reinhold Niebuhr of Union Theological Seminary, 
Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam of the Methodist Church, the Rev. Elfan Rees of the World Coun~ 
col 6f Churches Refugee Division end the Hon, Williard Thorp of the U.S, State Depart— 

E.P.o. Geneva 
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UNITED STATES Augustana Synod and the Future National Council 


Delegates to the 90th annual Synod of the Augustana Lutheran Church which met 


in Minneapolis on June 10 approved consultations looking towards participation in the 


National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. now being organised (see EPS 23) 


However, three conditions must be met before tle Church joins’ the proposed 
jnter—denominetional Council, either as a member or consultative matber, the delegates 
agreed, They are; 


1. A satisfactory confessional basis for member ship to be established in the 
constitution ; 
2. The Council be constituted definitely as an organisation of Churches; 


3. Membership in the National Council should exclude personal co-option. 


E.P,.S Geneva 
CANADA Towards a New Unity 


"Stating that a "low tension Christianity" is not strong enough to convert » 
the world, Philip Carrington, Archbishop of Quebec, urged the Synod of the Anglican 
ecclesiastical province of Canada in its session at the end of May to fight with the 
Gospel and with prayer to defeat "unbounded ambition, love of earthly power, love of 
money, ‘hardness of heart, hatred and prejudice, which are not peculiar to any one 
nation. The Archbishop asked his brethren to pray for the Christians of all Churches 
and for the United Nations. 


"Christianity", he went on, "is an international venture or it is. nothing. 
At Lambeth we were conscious of our kinship with other families of Churches, in part~ 
jeular with the Scandinavian and Greek Orthodox groups". He called the foundation of 
the World Council of Churches at Amsterdam the greatest historical event of 1948. 


On the subject of Church union, Dr. Carrington statéd: "It would seem that 
under the providence of God we are being Led into a new unity, the nature of which is 
not yet fully apparent. But we can see this: it will be a unity in which the richness 


and variety will be retained; worldwide Christianity will not be Anglican any more than 
it will be Roman or Greek, or Presbyterian or Methodist. It is our prayer that for our- 


selves we disclaim any such imperialistic ambitions. Our prayer must surely be for a 
bond of peace and love in which all varieties of Christendom may dwell together in 


_ unity". E.P.S. Geneva 
SCOTLAND Free Church Supports Ecumenical Movement 


Appointment of a representative to. the Scottish Ecumenical Committee was 


_ approved by the Gene al Assembly of the United Free Church of Scotland at its meeting 


on 10 June. 


The Scottish Ecumenical Committee was formed last October to promote the pro- 
gramme and aims of the World Council of Churches. Its functions are similar to those 
of cooperating committees in several other countriese . E.P.S. Geneva 
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GREAT BRITAIN Annual Conference of British Missionary Societies 
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The Annual Conference of British Missionary Societies wmder the chairmanship 
of Bishop Roberts of the Society for Promoting the Gospel met at Swanwick from June 
1417 and was attended by some 150 representatives, including visitors from the Younger 
Churches in Africa, India, Ceylon, China and the West Indies. Representatives of the 
missionary societies in Denmark and Germany were also present. 


The general theme was the inner life of the Church # its cultivation of wore 
ship, ¢7ayer and devotion, Outside hindrances to the life and growth of the Church 
were dealt with, as well as the present experience of the Younger Churches under the 
heading "Communism, Materialism and Nationalism", by Bishop Whittaker of the Church 
of South India. 


Experiments in new methods of equipping the ministry of the Younger Churches 
for their service in the local Church were described by the Revo J.V. Taylor, Principal 


of an African Theological Training College in Uganda. 


On the second day the con.erence tured to the impact of the Church on the 
local community and listened to a vivid account of the voluntary service of lay preach 


ers trained in situ in a rural area of China previously occupied by Communists. Here 


the various Christian agencies of education, medicine, literacy, childwelf are and wor~ 
ship have been successfully united in one combined operation to serve and to save the 
total human being. Anotha attempt to integrate the work of the hospital into the life 
of a small Christian community set in a Moslem environment was reported. 


_ In the concluding address, it was shown how the life of the local Church, whether 
in Africa, India, the Far East or England, may be enriched through ecumenical movements. 


The Conference requested the International Missionary Council to continue to 
give especial attention to the question of the Christian approach to islam, and to the 


training of the ministry in the lands of the Younger Churches, E.Pr oo. Geneva 
_ FRANCE Ecumenical Training Course 


C.I.MA.D.E, (Comité Inter-Mouvements Auprés Des Evacués) has organised for 


this summ-r an ecumenical training course for its field-workers and for young men and 
Women from Latin countries desirous of doing in the Church a living work of witness and 
evangelisttg This course, which will be held at Loriol, DrOme, from August 27 to Sep- 
_teanber 30, will include training on the Bible (introduction, exegesis, study), on the 


doctrines and traditions of the main Christian confessions and their experiences in 
the field of evangelism (Romar Catholic, Orthodox, Anglican, Lutheran, Reformed, each 


_to be represented by a priest, pastor or theologian of the confession concerned), on 
philosophy, psychology, sociology and so forth, and on mission work and evangelism. 


The courses will be taken care of by Bishop Stephen Neill, ‘Associate General 
Secretary of the World Council of Churches, Pastor J.C. Hoekendijk, Evangelism Secretary 
of the World Council, Mlle Suzanne de Diétrich, lecturer at the “cumenical Institute 
in Bossey, Pastor Greiner, M.P. Evdokimov and Prof. PeBurgelin. The names of a Roman 
Catholic priest and a French Reformed pastor will be announced shortly. All the lectures 
will be given and discussions held in French. E,P.o, Geneva 
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FRANCE National Synod of the Reformed Church 


f The 42nd National Synod of the Reformed Church of France met from June 11 to 
13, with Pastor Jacques Diény in the chdir. Representatives of the World Council of 
Churches and of the churches of Belgium, the United ftates, Great Britain, the Saar 

and Switzerland also attended as a demonstration to the Refomed Church of the brother— 
ly solidarity prevailing between thems 


The Synod discussed a number of points on the agenda, including the question of 
the ministry of women in the Church. It was recognised that in exceptional cases the 
Synod could consecrate an unmarried woman as a pastor. 


The Synod gave lergthy consideration to a study by Prof. Joubert on the problems 
arising for the Church from the structure of modern society, emphasising that the Church's 
task included "iat one and the same time a strong and active faithfulness which keeps the 
Body of Christ free from the infections of our age, and an adaptation to the present 
day which puts the glad tidings of salvation within the reach of our contemporaries." 


Leading on from this, the Synod invited the Nationai Council to lay before forth- 
coming regional synods any relevant question among those studied at the Amsterdam 
Assembly. 


In conclusion, the Synod passed the following motion regarding censcientious 
‘objectors: "The Synod, esteeming it unjust that conscientious objectors should be treated 
as delinquents before the law, calls upon the Government of the Republic to grant them 
a legal statute for civilian service enavling them to show their loyalty to the country. 
E.P.9, Geneva 
SWITZERLAND International Deaconess Meeting 
A meeting of "Diakonie'', the internationai union of the various deaconess societies, 
was held in‘Zurich from dune 17 to 20, Delegates were present from the Netherlands, Nor— 
way, Sweden, Denmark, Finland, England, Scotland, France, Austria and Switzerland, re- 
presenting in all 11,000 deaconesses. There was also a delegation from the Geman 
deacéness societies, which are not yet members of the Diakonie = the Kaiserswerther Yer- 
band, Gemeinschafts-Diakonieverband and Zehlendorfer Verband ~ and from the Union of 
Evangelical Free Church Deaconess Houses in Germany and Switzerland. German delegates 
represented some 46,000 fellow-workers in the service. 


: The Zurich meeting "clearly demonstrated that ecumenical solidarity is gladly 
welcomed in the world of Evangelical deaconess service also", 


Jn the reports givon, it was stated that there is today = greater cesire than 
ever that deaconess work should be recognised.as an office of the Church. In theological 
Circles in many countries there is "a new consideration of the essence and the task of 

deaconess service''. Thus in Sweden in 1948 a conference of theologians discussed the 

subject "The Church and the Deaconate". In the Norwegian faculties a.so fresh attention 

is being given to this wrk. The various deaconess houses of the Netherlands have set up 
a seminary fori.the training of deaccnesscs in religicus and social service, in co-operation 
with the Church. The General Synod of the Church of Finland has recognised deaconess 
service as one of the branches of its work. 
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One subject discussed at the meeting was the service of women in the Church, 


Frau Dr. Kurz, of Berne, reported on the work done by the Commission on Women's Prob 


lems at the Amsterdam Assembly concerning the co-operation of women in the Church, 
E.P.S, Geneva 


GERMANY Who Jistens to Religious Broadcasting? 


According to aquestionnaire on religious broadcasting addressed in January 
of this year by the North-West German Radio Network to 1,000 listeners, as represent- 
ing a cross-section of the listening public everywhere, 65% anatiera) “Yes! to the 
question "Do you listen to the religious broadcasts on Sundays?". Of these 65% 

18% regularly follow the religious broadcasts, and 47% listen occasionally. 


A questionnaire issued by the same company in December 1948 to 400 listeners 
resulted in 61%'s answering ‘Yes! and 39% 'No!. Listeners: to church broadcasts 
numbered 57 out of every hundred men, and 66 out of every hundred women. Classified 
according to age-groups, 46% of those under thirty, 59% of those between thirty and 
fifty, and 73% of those over fifty listened to religious broadcasts. 75% of people © 
living in cities or districts with up to 100,000 inhabitants listen to rcligious 
brdadcasting, and 69% of those in cities with more than 100,000. 57% of these listen- 


ers are persons living alone, without families, E.P.o. Geneva 
‘GERMANY Ecumenical Responsibility Following Amsterdam 


The "Deutsches Pfarrerblatt" for Jume 1, 1949, prints an article by Pastor 
Wilhelm Menn, Director of the Ecumenical Centre in Frankfurt/Main, on "Ecumenical 
Responsibility Following Amsterdam", 


Ecumenical work had, he states in his introductory remarks, "tiready come, 
before Amsterdam, to mean to those really engaged in it not a hobby for specialists, 
but a most profound inner obligation. Thé mistaken view of ecuménical work as being 
of the nature of a hobby might, he goes on, recrudesce in Germany, even though the 
Oikumene has made its appearance as a reality not to be overlooked, ‘ven that mise 
trust of the ecumenical movement arising from national resentment, a mistrust which 
has from the beginning - and by no means starting only wider National Socialism - 
played a most unfortunate part in Germany, cannot be ruled cute 


. Amsterdam, however, représented a change in the situation, in so far as since 
then "ecumenical work has ceased, for the Churches, to be merely a hobby," and has 
rather become "an action which the Church is called upon to perform". 


Pastor Menn goes on, "A clause like that in the constitution of the Evangelical 
church in Germany (EKiD), laying dow that the Church ‘shall rank within the Oikumene, ! 
y. Well remain a dead letter, It will be more than that if the EKiD ¢onfesses‘in 
word and deed its community with the Oikumens't, Such confession cannot, however, be 
limited to efforts by the German members of the Werld Council's various organisations 
to Contribute to the solution of the problems with which they are faced. "That would 
be to make for a further ossification, where possible, of the ecumenical structure of 
Specialisation belonging to a bygone age,ii 


That the Confessing Ghurch is "so to speak in its essence ecumenically organ- 
ised" does not mean that "efforts to obtain contributions to ecumm ical thought are 


Nr. 26 = July 1, 1949 Rt 187 


out of date." In reality, "the fact is that we are only just beginning ~ not only 
in our parishes but in responsible circles also « to bring about the requisite con- 
ditions for the growing-up of ecimenical consciousnesse" Who has wa clear conception 
“that those sects, the Methodists, the Baptists and the other *free! Christian commmit~ 
des, whose existence we have so: far felt to be only a tiresome blot on the national 
unity in Christ, also belong to the Church and the confessions to which our Churches 
stand in variously modified relationships?... Or that the ‘Working Association of 
Christian Churches in Germany,! set up a year before Amsterdam, represents the Oikumene 
in this country?" 


But what is to be done, if there is to be a change all along the line? "We are 
concerned with nothing less than a reoriaitation in time-honoured fiélds of Church 
life, in preaching and teaching... It is not as if we needed special, separate ecum= 
enical organisations... or were trying to extend the time-table of religious instruction 
by" adding a lesson on 'The Oekumene!.., Everything will turn more’cil our wrking for 
a new understanding of the Church which, on tle basis of Holy Writ, ‘will surmount all 
confessional and national illiberality coming down through the ages, and on our brings 
ing the resulting need for ecumenical action to people's attention, and on our making 
the parish more and more the bearer of the ecumenical cause, 'an educational wrk on 
the grand scale,! The Churches of the World Council can no longer afford to brush this 
task away... That emerges clearly and urgently from the binding decisions taken at 
the constitution of the World Council in Amsterdam,'t 


Dr. Menn urges both clergy and laity, young and old, to acquainb’themselves with 
the material at their disposal in the findings of the Amsterdem Assembly, and indicates 
in particular how the reports of the Sections should be turned to good account in applie 
cation to the whole of life. For “every real effort for the ecumenical cause will prove 


@ spiritual gain,' E.P.S. Geneva 
FRANCE A bream Come True 


The Plateau dtAssy is the most important T.B.centre in France, with’two thousand 
patients in sanatoria, As he toiled up the mountain on foot during the war, accosted 
now by German troops, now by the Maquisards, the Protestant chaplain, Me Paul. Chapal, 
dreamed an impossible dream, One day there would be a Protestant chapel on the 
plateau. In 1947 he began to search for funds. A gift from the Presbyterian Church 
of the U.S.A, through the Department of Reconstruction and Inter-Chureh Aid started 
him off. Monéy came in steadily from all over France, small sums, often from invalidss 
Now on Sunday, Juie %, the chapel was dedicated by Dr. Boegner in the presence of 
hundreds of worshipping people clustering round the beautiful little building with its 
foyer and its apartment for a young pastor, Mto Blanc towered up in all. its brilliant 
majesty, the copper covering of the spire, a gift from Switzerland 9» {istened in the 
‘sun, and the little group of Protestant patients knew the Church had come to them to 
8 tay, At lunch three Roman Catholic chaplains spoke of their joy in this new mani- 
festation of the présence of Christ among those who suffered, Tt was a memorable, 
‘ecumenical occasion, | E.P.S. Coneva 
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17, ROUTE DE MALAGNOU, GENEVA 
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under the auspices of 
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the INTERNATIONAL MISSIONARY COUNCIL 
the WORLD’S ALLIANCE of YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS 
the WORLD’S YOUNG WOMEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION 
the WORLD’S STUDENT CHRISTIAN FEDERATION 
the WORLD COUNCIL OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
the UNITED BIBLE SOCIETIES 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the Churches 
and Christian movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 
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UNITED STATES United Bible Societies 


The Council of the United Bible Societies met in Greenwich (U.S.A.) from 
June 13 - 18; 14 out of 20 national Bible Societies sent a representative; ob- 
servers from Indonesia, the Argentine and Equatorial Africa were also present. 


Three new members were accepted: the Bible Societies of Korea, Brazil and 
Ireland; the first two were also represented at the conference, 


Bishop Berggrav, Chairman of the Council until his recent resignation on 
account of o.1 health, was invited to become honorary Chairman of the United Bible 
Societies. Dr. Eric M. North, General Secretary of the American Bible Society, was 
elected Chairman of the Council of the United Bible Societies in succession to Bishop 
Berggrav and lire Olivier Béguin, Secretary for Europe of the U.B.S., was elected 
General Secretary in succession to the late Dr. John R, Temple. The Head Office 
of the United Bible Societies will remain in London, 


Some important decisions were taken concerning the future activities of the 
United Bible Societies; several functional groups were appointed to study, in co- 
operation with the General Secretariat , various questions of a technical nature con- 
cerning possibilities of production, translation problems and the co~ordination of 
promotional activities, From January 1950 a quarterly review devoted to the problems 
arising out of methods of translation and the questions which face Bible translators 
will be published under the name of “The Bible Translator" with the object of facilit- 
ating the task of translators. A ‘News Bulletin", also quarterly, will provide the 
various Bible Societies with information on the development of the world-wide work 
of Bible distribution. 


The study and discussion of the various reports presented to the Council 
Stressed the importance and the urgency of extending the work of Bible distribution 
throughout the world. The production of Scriptures should be able to keep pace with 
the progress made in the combat against illiteracy. Today, when about 25 million 
adults are, on an average, learning to read each year, Scripture production in 1948 
did not rise as many as 18 million Bibles, New Testaments and Gospels and is still 
short of the average pre-war production by about 5 million. 
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The acuteness of this problem was emphasised by the fraternal delegates of 
the World Council of Churches, the International Missionary Council and the World 
Council of Christian cducation, during the evening on which they spoke and brought 
the good wishes of their respective organisations. B.P.S. Geneva 


The Church Botween East and West 


Prof .Enil Erunner,2'xich, writing in "The Christian World" (London, Hay 19), deals 
with the problem whether it is the Church's duty to speak out against totalitarian 
forms of government. Although \to speak of "the contrast between the Christian West 
and the Godless East" is "a tremendous oxaggeration", there are, in-his view, elements 
of truth in such a conception, That the East is politically, socially and culturally 
Godless “is beyond any controversy", as atheism is its avowed aim and basis: it is 
hypocrisy to speak of a Christian West when "that very spirit out of which totalitarian- 
ism has grown and must grow" is the result of its system of education, and yet "in a 
very relative sense there is a diff-rence betwoen the Godless East and the Christian 
West". 
. Prof. Brunner goes on to answer some arguments for the Church!ts detachment 
from such problems. The view that it does not concem her "because she is not endanger-— 
ed" is untenable, since "there are millions of Christians living under the aggressive 


 Godlesness of totalitarian Communism" and "hundreds in prisons or as deported slaves", 


or. 


oe 
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"Should our solidarity with them be so weak tmt we do not consider their suffering: 
as ours?! ; 


Another argummat is that "to speak out against Communism is not justified 
because it would be now without any danger, and therefore too cheap". “Prof, Brunner 
points out that "for millions of Christians" it is extremely dangerous, and hence that 
it is for Christians in the West ''to say those things which they cannot say". In ans- 
wer to the objection that such a statement could have no value as it could not come 
in the form of a Church confession, Prof, Brunner says that - apart from the fact that 
there are other ways than confession open to the Church = it may be that the time has 
come "when the Church ought to proclaim about totalitarian Communism in the form of a 
confessional statement, as it has missed this opportunity in Amsterdam". The danger to 
peace involved by the publication of such a statement he regards as less acute than that 
of a policy of appeasement, 


The Church must, he considers, speak out without ambiguity, and without weaken- 


ing its "unconditional No" by "a similar No against capitalism", The Church!s task is 


"to make Clear that capitalism and totalitarian Communism are not comparable evils, 
since even capitalism understood as "reckless profiteering and self~assertion of econe 
omic privilege" (which the Church does condemn) is "mot a system but an attitude", 
while in the Marxian sense the word merely implies "any kind of economic structure 
which is not Communist", The Church must speak because the main issue is how to ob= 
tain "a just and human social order" = and the greatest existing threat to such an 
order is the leviathan of the toalitarian State. "Who should be expected to champion 


freedom, humanity and justice if not the Church?... Entrusted with the knowledge of 
human sin, she alone is capable of seeing the supreme dangor lying in the omnipotence 


of the State'!, 


. The duty of the West, concludes Prof. Brunner, is "to show the East our deter- 
mination to solve the problem of social justice in a better way". ‘Whatever we do in 
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this respect will be known in the course of time in the East, in spite of the Iron 
Cwrtéin... But if it is true that the devilries of the East have their origin in the 


West, no fwmdamental bettermerl can be hoped for apart from a return of Western society 


a 


‘to its Christian foundations", the Church's true vocation of creating "communion in 


freedom and freedom in communion"... A true Christian community is the only sufficient 
answer to Communism" and this "Christian Communism is the task of the Church in our 
day"! ° E ee Me » Geneva 


A New Quarterly for Africa 


A new religious and theological. quarterly appears in July under the title 
of "The Daystar". Its editor is the Rev. C. Kingsley William and its appearance is 
due to the concern felt by the International Committee on Christian Literature for 
Africa. 


This 16 page journal is intended for pastors and teachers and for the grow~ 
ing body of Christian laymen and women in Africa:who want to know more about the 
Christian faith. 


The journal can be ordered through the Society for Promoting Christian Know- 


ledge and the United Society for Christian Literature (London). BeP.S, Geneva 
GERMANY | Strengthening Iutra-~German Teunenicity 


Aé the most recent meeting of the Working Association of Christian Churches 
in Germany, which was held in Frankfurt/Main under the chairmanship of Dr. Martin 
Niemoller, Dr. von Thadden, Chairman of the Presiding Committee for "German Evangelical 
Weeks," spoise on the significance and responsibilities of the forthcoming Evangelical 
Gathering to be organised in Hanover from July 28 to August 1 (see PS No.22). Rex 
presentatives of the various Free Church groups (Federation of Evangelical Free Church 
Congregations, Evangelical Fellowship, Methodist Church, Old Catholic Church, Union 


of German Mennonite Congregations) testified to their lively interest in this vital 


demonstration by Evangelical Christians in Germany, and cordially welcomed the oppor~ 
tunity thus afforded of addressing and uniting the maximum number of German Christians. 
Members of the Association are hoping, in addition, for a strengthening and confirma- 
tion of intra~German ecumenicity as a result of this gathering. 


. The "Evangelischer Pressedienst" of Bethel, Bielefeld, reports in its issue 
of June 30 that Dr. Niembller mentioned the danger "that Gernan Protestantism's united 
efforts for Church union might be adversely affected by overemphasis on confessional 
points of view. The development of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) from a 


federation of Churches into a more solid fellowship mst not be broken into. Not that 


this advocacy of the EKD entailed a desire to produce a fourth Confession, but it was 
one the less important to recognise the permanent significance of the experiences 


the Churches had togo‘sher Se pe in the course ef the ecclesiastical struggle." 


E.P.S,. Geneva 


BULGARIA News of the Theological Faculty 


| [aa 


On May 31, 1949, the farewell ceremony for this ycaris graduands was held 


“on the premises of the Orthodox Theologital Faculty in Sofia. ‘34 students in all were 


completing their training at the Faculty, inc].uding 25 priests, 4 monks and 5 laymen 


_ (4 men andl girl). "Tsrkoven Vestnik", the monthly periodical of the Bulgarian Ortho- 


ox Church, reports the occasion in detail in its issue of June 6. 
re 4 
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Vespers was sung the previous evening in.ithe Alexander Nevsky Cathedral, 
‘before a very large congregation. Prof. Stefan Zankov expounded the significance of 
this "Vsenoschno-Bdenie", as being a preparatory gesture leading up to the morning 
service on the following day, which the members of the Faculty were to.attend under 
the leadership of Metropédlitan Paissij. "What is impossibly beautiful about this sem 
vice," Said Prof, Zankov, "is the musical setting specially made for such'occasions, 
that ig, the Great Hymn of Praise, which expresses both dogmatics, ethics, thanks~ 
giving, exaltation and intercessory worship." 


The service of high festival the following day was celebrated by the 
Deputy Presidémt of the Holy Synod, Metropolitan Paissij, assisted by a number of the 
higher clergy, the priests of the Seminary and others, and also by three professors 
of theology, including once more Prof. Zankov, who delivered the a¢ademic address, 
Metropolitan Paissij gave the graduands the blessing of the Church, bidding them 
"labour and Serve Holy Church and the splendid and industrious people of the Bulgar-= 
ian Republic, in unwearying love, as the apostles and torch=bearers Of the Church." 


In the evening teachers and scholars gathered for a farewell dinner, at 
which speeches and responses were made praising the Faculty as an ornammt of the 


Bulgarian People's Churches, E.P.S, Geneva ae 
CHINA News from Shanghai 


According to a report made to the meeting of the executive committee of 
the Board of Iiissions and Church Extension of the Methodist Church in New York by 
Dr. Frank T. Cartwright, associate secretary of the board, a total of 176 Methodist 
missionaries ~ half of them women ~ are still serving in China, despite the fact that 
seven areas served by the Church are now in Communist hands, 


"Methodist missionaries inside Communist territory are allowed to move 
about freely in the cities of their residence, but with few exceptiors they are not 
yet free to travel to other cities in the countryside. The work of Christian schools, 
hospitals, and Churches goes forward with surprisingly little hindrance", 


Dr. Cartwright's report came during a meeting which was highlighted by a 
telephone call he made to Bishop Ralph A. Ward, head of the Methodist Church in the 
Shanghai area, which is now under Communist control. The Bishop sa:i.ds 


"Everyone here is safe and well, This refers to the missionaries primarily 
but also to the Chinese Christians in the Shanghai area, local mail and telegraph is in 
operation with all cities except Nanchang where only telegrams are being’handled. No 
airmail or steamer mail is now getting out of Shanghai for foreign parts, but we are 
hoping for normal communications soon,' 


"Chinese are travelling to Shar ghai easily from the various Bast China and 
 Mid-China cities, but missionaries are not yet allowed to travel outside the cities 
where they reside. Their movements within these cities are unhindered. Today the 
board of managers of Soochow University met in Shanghai. President Yang reported the 
University ‘almost normal'. This condition is true of the other institutions in this 
areal, = Dr, Cartwright said that telegram: received recently from missionaries’ in 
Nanking, Soochow, Shanghai and Nanchang give a similar picture of Church services, and 
even evangelistic work and public baptisms, going on. EeP.S, Geneva 
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UNITED STATES U»Se to Drop Action 


Against Religious Objectors 


Thé U.S, Department of Justice has directed that, except in the most wil~ 
tur instances, indictments should not be brought in future cases of religious object~ 
ors who refuse to register under the draft act. 


The Civil Liberties Union said it had urged on Attorney General Tom C.Clark 
action to "avoid the prosecution of the many sincere religious objectors who have 
on consciaticus. gvounds openly refused to sums to rezistrationt. 


U,S, district attorneys have been advised by the Justice Department to 
register thosé who place themselves in danger of prison by their refusal to register 
for the draft. E.P.S, Geneva 


Y.W.C A, Leadership Training Course 


The World's Y.W,C.A, has arranged a two-months! Leadership Training Course 
which opens at La Ch&taigneraie near Geneva, on July 9. 


Forty~five Y.W.C.A. leaders from 24 countries are coming to the course to 
equip themselves to carry out their work as members of a world Christian movement. 
There will be three main lines of study: the world we live in; the Christian Gospel 
to the modern world; and the role and wrk of the Y.W.C.A, as a Christian movement 
in this world today. 


Lecturers will include Dr. Gwinar Myrdal, of the European Office of the 
United Nations, Mlle Suzanne de Diétrich, M. Paul Evdokimoff, of Paris, Pastor d'Espine, 
of Geneva, Mr. Martin Wright, of the Royal Institute of International Affairs, London, 
Sr Bruno Revel, Italy, and Miss Olive Wyon. 


The students come from countries as diverse as Mexico, Gold Coast, Lebanon, 
New Zealand, Burma, Trinidad, Egypt, as well as the United States and most of the 
European countries. 


e 


A similar course is being arranged in the Oriemt for 1950. E.P.S, Geneva 
CHINA Communists Thank Church World Service 


Communist authorities have expressed appreciation of the wrk being done 
by Church World Service inthe rural areas outside Shanghai which suffered damage 
during the recent fighting, according to Robert T. Henry, director of the American 
relief agency's China branch, 


: He quoted Communist officials as having voiced the hope that Church World 
‘Service will continue its efforts because "they are really helping the peoplet. 


E.P.S. Geneva 
TAPAN, pana Japanese, Korean and Chinese 


Christians ans Working Side by Side 


This summer American youth will be working side by side with Japanese, 
Korean and Chinese Christian young people clearing away the rubbles that still remains, 
Spur years later, at Nagasaki, 


No. 227 = July 8, 1949 aaa 193 


Prior to the war, Chinzei Gakuin was one of the most modern schools in Naga= 
saki, but it was almost completely flattened out by the atomic bomb. In the midst of 
this destruction Christian youth are planning to build. To provide recreation for 
Japanese children, they will be constructing an athletic field on the site of Chinzei 

“Gakuine They will also help build an animal husbandry building to house the livestock 
that is desperately needed for food and milk, 


Other parts of Japam see another part of the war's cost. Thousands of Japan= 
ese, settled in Manchuria ‘and other parts of the Far East, are being sent back to the 
home islands. At Hakodate, on the island of Hokkaido, a centre for repatriates has 
been set up. The housing area is about a quarter of a mile square, with 250 families 
living one family to a room, no matter how many children. Here other wrkcampers will 
construct a playground for repatriate children and build them play equipment. With the 
help of town authorities, they will also do some road improvements and shrub-plant ing. 


At Itsu-ka-ichi, near Tokyo, still another group of workcampers will be 
building an ecumenical youth centre for the United Church of Japan to use as a train~ 
ing ground for those young people who must carry the Christian Gospel forward. 


Workcamp projects are planned fa three weeks = July 17 to August 7. In 
addition to physical work, worship and prayer will have an important place in the life 
of these camps. Sponsored by the World Council of Churches, the Foreign Missions Cone 
ference of North America and the World Council of Christian Education, the camps will 
serve as Centres of renewal for Christian life in Japan, E.P.S-. Geneva 


The Problem of the Ukrainian Church 


. What is the situation with regard to the so-called Ukrainian Church governe 
ment? This question is treated from the canonical standpoint by Prof. P. Kovalevsky 
in the June issue of the monthly periodical published in Paris by the Western Exarchate 
of the Russian Orthodox Church owing allegiance to Constantinople. 


The problem of the Ukrainian Church arose for the first time at the ‘'Sobor,! 
or Church assembly, held in Moscow in 1918, after the creation of an independent Ukrain- 
ian State. The Sobor agreed to the formation of an autonomous Ukrainian Church, to be 
headed by an Exarch of the Moscow Patriarchate. Permission was not given for this 
Church to enjoy thé rights of an autocephalous Church (i-e. detached from the juris~ 
diction of Moscow), as was demanded by the State Directorate in Kiev. 


First Period; The Autonomous Church began its existence with the meeting 

of the pan-Ukrainian Sobor in October 1921. The two archbishops in whom was vested the 

sole right'of providing the new Church with its episcopate, through the consecration 

of bishops, stayed away from the Sobor. The latter therefore decided to fill the gaps 

in the hierarchy by itself undertaking the consecration of bishops, Father W. ‘Lipkovsky 
was promoted bishop by virtue of a ceremonial laying-on of hands by his brethren, in 

order that he might then himself proceed to the consecration of furth@ bishops and 

the ordination of priests. The Patriarch Tichon of Moscow protested to all the Patri- 

archates of the Eastern Church against officiation by these "Lipkovsky priests", whom 

he termed uncanonical "Samoswiaty"' (self-consecrated). The Exarch cf iloscow in the 

Ukraine nevertheless remained at his post until his death in 1929. In the meantime, 

a "Ukrainian Greek Orthodox Church't came into being in Canada, composed of emigré 

Galicians and owing allegiance to the Oecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople. Two 

saanort: organisations were formed in connection with this, one in Europe and ine in America, 
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In addition to the "Samoswiaty," there were in the Ukraine a number of 
bishops who were transferred into the Autonomous Church without previous notification 
of Moscow, These included, for instance, Bishop Seraphim Ladde, later Archbishop of 
Berlin and All Germany under the Third Reich, and today living in limich. Finally, 
there existed a third groups of priests describing themselves as affiliated to Moscow, 


Second Period: When the eastern area of Poland was integrated into the 
Soviet-Union in 1939, several bishops of the Russian Orthodox Church of the former 
Polish Républic weve affected. It was at that time that the present Metropolitan of 
Krutitsk, Nicholas, was installed as the new Exarch of the Moscow Patriarchate in the 
Ukrainé. The Russian emigré Archbishop Dionysius, who remained in the German part of 
Poland, created two Ukrainian bishops, appointing Prof. Ohienko as Archbishop of Cholm, 
under the name of Metropolitan Hilarion, and W. Rudenko as Palladius, Archbishop of 
Cracow. 


Third Period: The Autonomous Church, separated as it was from }foscow 
as a result of the occupation of the Ukraine by Hitler's forces, in 1941 determined ~ 
to abide by the directives of the Moscow Sobor of 1918. The senior Ukrainian bishop, 
Alexy, was given the title of Metropolitan of the Ukraine, At the same’time, Arch= 
bishop Dionysius sent from Warsaw an administrator, Archbishop Polycarp, whose work 
was, howéver, rejected as being an interference in the affairs of the Autonorious Church. 
Polycarp, with a few bishops who had taken his side, founded a second Church, the 
Autocephalous Ukrainian Church, which immediately started to do battle with the Autonom 
ous Church, The radical elements among the Ukrainian partisans took part in this 
strugglé, which ended with the murder of the head of the Autonomous Church, Metropolitan 
Alexius, in 1943. Several priests were consecrated as bishops in the Autocephalous 
Church, and even certain Lipkovsky priests, after doing penance, were accepted into it. 


Fourth Periods; On the collapse of the Third Reich in 1944, the bishops 
of the Autocephalous Church fled to Western Germany by way of Warsaw, and there formed 
&@ Ukrainian Synod under Bishop Polycarp, now promcted by his followers to the status 
of Metropolitan. Another bishop of the Autocephalous Church, Mstislav Skrypnik, was 
recently ‘recognised as its head by a Sobor, called by himself, of the Ukrainian Church 
of Canada." The leaders of the Ukrainian Greek Orthodox Church of Canada have pro» 
tested against this recognition. 


There are now Ukrainian Church groups in Belgium, Great Britain, Germany 
and France. JM jfunich there is a Ukrainian theological seminary. 


The hierarchy remaining in the Soviet Union is administered by a new 
Exarch of the Russian Church, Metropolitan Johannes, while there is an archbishop of 
the Ukrainian Church in Poland. 


The present upper hierarchy of the Ukrainian Church therefore consists 


in all of; (1) a single remaining "Lipkévsky bishop", who, after the death of the 
_ Others,has taken refuge in Philadelphia, U.S.A., and is desirous of submitting him- 


Self to the authority of the Oecumenical Patriarchate; (2) bishops whose consecration 
is contested on canonical grounds, ani who, since their assembly in 1947 in Geimany, 
have been wishful of strengthening the now practically extinct Lipkovsky group, thus 
coming into conflict with Metropolitan Polycarp in Munich (this group is not recognised 
by any Orthodox Church); (3) canonically wnexceptionable bishops without administrative 
dioceses, also wishing to join the Patriarchate of Constantinople: (4) bishops recog- 
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nised by the other Orthodox Churches, i.e. the leaders of the Autonomous Ulrainian 
Chur¢th, the two Ukr4inian bishops of former Geiman-occupied Poland (Metropolit Hila~ 
rion, now in Canada, and Archbishop Palladius), and the heads of the Ukrainian Greek 


_ Orthodox Church of Canada, E-PeS»Geneva 
a 
GREAT BRITAIN World!s Evangelical Alliance 


Mr. He Martyn Gooch, General Secretary of the World's Evangelical Alliance, 
is now able to look back on 45 years of wnabating activity. The Alliance was fa med 
103 years ago as a society of Christians in all lands who were faithful to the ine 
junctions of the Gospel, and who, as its personal members, had "taken up the arms of 
light" and desired to resist the evil in the wrild." Evangelism in the spirit of 
revival and advocacy of Gospel freedom are the principal tasks which the anes has 
set itself, within the bonds of a fiembyintt organisation. 


Mr. Gooch, the General Secretary, was thanked at the last annual con 
ference in recognition of his services to the Alliance, which is among the oldest inter= 
national bodies foynded on a free, Biblical, Protestant confession. E,P.S. Geneva 


INDIA Religious Education in Christian Colleges 


Under the auspices of the Religious Education Section of the United Pro- 
vinces Board of Christian Higher Education a three-day conference was recently held at 
the Agricultural Institute, Allahabad, 


The conference discussed at length the fact that although in most ine 
stances, the stated aim of Christian Education has been to win students to a personal 
loyalty to Jesus Christ, the results, at least in terms of outward change of alle- 
giance, have been almost negligible. It was felt that the major causes for this are 
the following: 


The lack of complete personal commitment on the part of the Christian 
staff. The fear of opposition, including the feax that institutions will be closed 
down if students change their faith. The lack of agreement among the Christian staff, 
both Indians and Westerners, as to the purpose of Christian witness and service. The 
rapid growth of secularism both in this country and ~broad. The overloading of staff 
members with routine work of teaching and administration, depriving them of the oppore 
tunity for fruitful personal contact with students, 


The Conference therefore felt that it was necessary to try to define spe~ 
cifically some of the subsidiary aims of Christian Education. In order to do this, 
statements of purpose of several colleges were read and discussed. The following four 
aims were considered the most important: (a) Imparting the highest standard of secular 
knowledge; (b) Building of sound character; (c) Service of the community and the 


nation. B.P.S. Geneva 
‘HUNGARY Hungarian Bible Council Formed 


s A Hungarian Bible Council was formed by the Protestant Churches of Hungary 
with the object to accomplish the task of translation, publishing and distribution of. 
the Hungarian Bible. Six members were delegated into the Council by the Reformed 
Church, four by the Lutheran’Church and three members by the Federation of the Free 
Churches, Bishop A. Boreczky, the president of the Gerrral Convent of the Reformed Church 
_ had been elected president of the Council. E.P.S, Geneva 
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Ecumenical Gatherings in England 


Debating ideas which will illuminate the programme for future years! study by 
the World Council of Churches Study Department and its co-workers throughout the 
world, 74 laymen, Lay women, theologians, University professors and Christian social 
workers met from June 29 to July 5 at Oxford. 


Here, in three simultaneous conferences convened by the Study Department, they 
discussed addresses am reports clarifying and opening out gecific subjects correlated 
to the three overall themes of these p'anning sessions. These three overall themes 
were: 


1) Fundamental studies of the Church's life and message as providing a basis for 
the two following: overall themes; 


2) Relevance of the Christian Gospel to the man of today (Section IT of the ree 
port presented at the Amsterdam Assembly) ; 


3) Christian Action in Society (Amsterdam Assembly report Section III) with spe- 
cial reference to the development of the doctrine of work, in the light of a Christ- 
ian conception of vocation, 


The discussion in Conference I was introduced by Professor John Marsh, Oxford, 
and by Professor W. Bichrodt of Basle, Switzerland, with their respective papers on 
"Principles and Practice of Biblical Interpretation". Discussion followed on the 
planning memoranda: "The Use of the Bible in Different Churches ~ The Bible's Message 
for Today = Scripture and Tradition » The Bible and Natural Law" , 


The discussion of Conference II was initiated by an analysis of conceptions of » 
"Conversion" by Bishop Stephen Neill (Anglican), Associate General Secretary of the 
World Council of Churches, with some allusion to the antithesis between the Evangelical 
and Catholic approaches to this subject. This led to a vivid debate on the issues 
raised in William James! book on "Varieties of Religious Experience" and on the varied 
experiences of those participating in the discussion. 
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Professor John Baillie of Edinburgh pointed out that a new insight into prob- 
lems of the world and of the Christian message was sometimes the outcome of a "second 
‘erisis in the lives of men’, The inter~relation between this discussion and that on 
Wehristian Social Action" in Conference III was exemplified when Professor Baillie 
alluded to the difficulty of men in modem mass society in finding freedom for Christian 
witness. 


This assumption was contested by Pastor René Rognon (Reformed Church), who is a 
workers! chaplain in Aubervilliers in the proletarian suburban belt outside Paris. He 
pointed out that, while the old traditional rural community often'’fettered freedom of 
individual initiative, modern industrial society, on the contrary, gave opportunities 
to individuals to exercise personal decisions, if they were so determined. Professor 
Hans Zhrenberg of the Bethel Institute, Germany, who for his work in the Confessing 
Church was f$r a time detained in "protective custody" in Sachsenhausen concentration 
camp, also testified.to the freedom of decision which could be found even in times of 
persecution. 

_ Professor David Roberts of Union Theological Seminary, New York, read a paper 

on "Psychotherapy and Evangelism", based on his experiences while studying psychothe apy 
practice at a New York hospital, This paper provoked a discussion on the possibilities 
of selective use of the discoveries of recent psychology which might revolutionise past- 
oral work in its evangelistic and educational approach to the unchurched. 


| In Conference III Professor John Beamett of New York presented a paper under the 
title "Towards a Third Way," and insisted on the building up of a "responsible society". 


The problem of relating theological insights to the possibilities of vocation 
in modern society were outlined in a paper on 'The Meaning of Work!', presented by Dre 
J.H. Oldham of the Christian Frontier Council, London. Professor Henry P. van Dusen 
of Union Theological Seainary, New York, Chairman of the Study Department Committee, 
urged that it was important that the workers in the secular field should themselves 
present relevant questions to theologians, instead of having the study of their needs 
preluded by the theologians! interpretations, The British Methodist leader, the Rev» 
EC. Urwin, gave instances of the sense of frustration felt by conscientious workers 
in industry. 


Prof. D. Roberts introduced the discussion on "Strategy and Tactics of Christ» 
dan Social Action", and later the Rev. Nils Ehrenstrém, Director of the Study Depart- 
ment, introduced the discussion on "The Theological Bases of Social Action". . 

E.P.S. Geneva 


Plans for the Bastern Younger Churches Conference 


A joint meeting cf the World Council of Churches and the International Missionary 
Council was held at Oxford from July 2’to 4 and plans were made for’the conference of the 
Younger Churches to be held in Bangkok, Siam, from December 4 to 11, 1949. 


The meeting considered information received from China, where Dr. S.C. Leung of 
the Chinese National Christian Council was appointed last year Executive Secretary for 
the Conference. Dr. Leung has been touring East Asian countries and making the arrange- 
-wIments for the conference. Preparations in India and Ceylon are being made by Dr. RB. 
-Manikam, Chairman of the Joint Commission cn Eastern Asia which was established to re- 
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present the cotntries concerned, the International Missionary Comeil and the World 
_ Council of Churches. 


‘ The anticipated programme of the conference will have three overall themes: 


1) A background review to which each country participating will contribute 
reports on both intemal and external problems; a survey of opportunities and how 
each Church has utilised them; a report of outstanding achievements of each Church 
in past war years; 


2) <A definite plan for the evangelisation of Eastern Asia, including the 
application of the Christian message in relation to the cultural heritage of Eastern 
Asia; the Communist challenge to Christianity; the problem of religiovs liberty; 
the relation of the ecumenical movemmt to evangelistic strategy; 


3) Policy and methods to be usedo 


“The Younger Churches will also consider plans for developing relationships 
‘among themselves and between them and the International Missionary Council and the 
World Council of Churcheso E.P.S, Geneva 


Study of Intemational Affairs 


The Executive Committee of the Churches’ Commission on International Affairs 
which met at Oxford from July 4 to 6, decided that future studies should be concen= 
trated upon accurate documentation of the following themes: 


Race relations (including the question of national minorities) ~ International 
regulation of common interests of national States = Progressive development and codi-= 
fication of international law. 


Mre Kemeth Grubb, as chairmdn of the Commission of the Churches on Internation- 
al Affairs, presided at the meetings, which were also attended by Bishop A. Nygren 
(Sweden), Dr. John A. Mackay, Dr. O» Frederick Nolde and Dr. Franklin C. Fry (United 
States), Baron van Asbeck and Dr. W.Ae Visser 't Hooft (Netherlands). The meeting wel- 
comed the arrival from Czechoslovakia of Professor Josef Hromadka and his contribution 
to the discussion, 


The Commission made plans for an international law conference to be held at the 


Ecumenical Institute in Bossey, near Geneva, in April 1950. E.P.S, Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN Ecumenical Leaders Meet the 


King and Queen at Windsor 


5 On July 3, T.M, King George and Queen Elizabeth visited St. Catherinets Lodge, 
a centre for Uhristian studies in the Great Park, Windsor, where they met ten ecumenic— 

. leacers from eight different countries, who arrived from Oxford where they had been 
Aitending the Study Department Conference of the World Council of Churches, 


er 


Keen interest in the World Council and in the activities of the Ecumenical 
Movement was ‘shown by the King and Queen, who expressed good wishes for the future 
of such work, 
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The ecumenical Church leaders were Dr. Franklin C. Fry, Presiddnt of the United 

Iutheran Church (U.S.A.) and Vice-Chairman of the World Council's Central Committee; 

we Michio Kozaki, President of the Kyodan (Church of Christ in Japan); Dre Willem 

l. Visser !t Hooft, General Secretary of the World Council of Churches; Dr. Eberhard 
lier of the Evangelical Academy, Bad Boll (Germany); Pastor René Rognon, a workers! 

chaplain from Aubervilliers, Paris; Dr. John A. Mackay, President of the Princetown 


‘Seninary, UeSA., Prof. Ee Devadutt, Serampore College, India; Dr. Bengt Sundkler, 
‘professor designate of Church History at Upsala University, Sweden; Bishop Stephen 
Assistant Bishop of Canterbury. E.P.S, Geneva 


First Year of the World Council of Churches 


Dre WeAs Visser 't Hooft, General Secretary of the World Council of Churches, 

4 July 9 reported to the Central Committes of the World Council meeting at Chichester 
on the first year of the Council's official existence. From this statement we are per- 
mitted to quote: 


nat its meeting in September 1948 the Central Committee took action on the ser— 

ious case of the imprisonment of one of its own members: Bishop Ordass. According to 
its decisions the Chairman sent a Clear and definite protest to the Prime Minister of 
“Hungary (see ZPS No. 43/1948) and many Churches and church leaders associated themselves 
Mt ith this protest. Bishop Ordass is still in prison and we think of him with prayerful 
‘sympathy. But in the meantime the situation has grow considerably worse, Evan if we 
‘take into consideration that in certain cases the conflicts between the state on the 
one hand and churchmen on the other have a volitical rather than a religious flavour, 
there remains the indisputable fact that a systematic attempt is being made to force the 
Churches into a pattern which is foreign to their nature. There is on the whole no 
direct religious persecution... but there is a policy of regimentation of the Churches, 
of forbidding them to render any public witness except wien they are invited to join 
the official choir of glorification of the new regime. Such regimentation ise». danger= 
ous for the purity and freedom cf the Church. At the same time priests and pastors of 
all confessions who do not accept these restrictions on the independence of the Church 
lave been removed from office and a great many have been imprisonede... In several of 
the countries concerned, it has been made quite impossible for the Churches to maintain 
any relationships with their sister Churches abroad. 


i . "As to the attitudes of the Churches themselves, they were on the whole unpre-— 
pared for this fundamental change in their situation, which, as one acute observer has 
put it, forced them to jump from an 18th century sitvation, in which Church and State 
“were Closely related, into a 2lst century situation when Church and State will probably 
have little or no Binohadtdon with each other, And we find therefore a great variety of 
attitudes, ranging from fundarental opposition to the new régime to acceptance of and 
Co-operation with the régime. The question is complicated by the fact that we find among 
the opponents men animated by deep Chfistian conviction but also men who cling to anti-~ 
at eyed privileges, and that, similarly, in the othe camp we find men whose one concern is 
that the Chiirch shall. stand for social justice and others who..are motivated by political 


"Tt would seem that the World Council has in this comection two tasks which 
are not easily reconciled. On the one hand we must stand squarely far the freedom of 
the Church in the fullest meaning of the word. That is why the Executive Committee 


‘Theological Seminary, U.S.A.; Dr. Henry P. van Dusen, President of the Union Theological 
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issued in February a message which called the attention of the Churches to the 'deli-~ 
berate attempt to undeimine the witness of the Churches by forcing them either to with+ 
raw completeiy from public life, or to become the tools of a secular policy," which 
inded the’Churches of the unambiguous statements on the freedom of the Church made 
t+ Amsterdam, and which repeated that the Church is called to proclaim the Lordship of 
Christ in all realms of life and wmder all forms of government. 


"On the other hand we must do our utmost to’ maintain fellowship with these 
Shurches » Even if physical contacts are broken off, we must at least maintain the 
spiritual fellowship with them. And this can be done only if we have sufficient imagin- 
‘ation to understand their baffling problems and if at the same time we accept the tension 
“inherent in the ecumenical movement, namely that we can stand together in spite of vary- 
ing decisions in. the political’and social realm. The Churches of the West need the 
fellowship with these Churches, fom it is in their midst that the Christian faith once 
again must become, and is becoming, the faith which overcomes the world. There are 
already many indications that in the countries concerned the Spirit is moving with power 
in the congregations. On the other hand, these Churches need us, so that in their 
decisive Battle they may be surrounded by the prayers and active support of all Churches 
i Christ pt 


“A Year of Consolidation; Earlicr Dre Visser 't Hooft referred to the first year in the 
’ of the World Council of Churchés since its formal constitution at Amsterdam as 
a year of consolidation." He said, "In this respect it is likely that the year 1949 
oe be a record year in ecumenical visitation," and he referred to the visits of 
he World Cowicilis leaders to Japan, New Zealand, Australasia, South America and the 
ene Ghates oven. 


The younger Churches; The General Secretary said that the great majority of thé Younger 
Churches within the membership of the World Cowmcil. are in East Asia. He said, "Only 

if we succeed in giving to these Churches the full opportunity to make their indivie 
dual and combined contribution to our ccmmon thoughs and action will we be an ecumenical 
Yather than a Western body .tto..cc 


the Orthodox Churches: Dre Visser !+ Hooft alluded to the fact that the Moscow Con- 
Pence had taken its stand against the world Churches (see EPS Noe 35 /36 ~1948) and 
he added, ithe sitvation is further complicated by the ecclesiological issue whether 
the Worl Council has soom for a Church which considers itseif as ‘holding the whole 
truth and as being the only Church on earth!, This issue has been particularly dis- 
bussed within the Church of Greece and different answers have been given to it. 


with regard to the ecclesiological issue the Council can say clearly and un 
ambigously that it has not prejudged the question of the nature of the Church, It is 
definitely possible for a Church which considers itself the true Church to enter into 
the Council. Nothing in the official documents contains the slightest suggestion that 
the Council takes its stand on a peor 3s according to which each Church is to 


her as branches of the same tree, to enter into fraternal conversation and co-opera+. 
bion with each other, so that they may come to know each other and, if the Lord wills, 
Bree Somes na Wider manifestation of unity not fundamentally different from that 
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‘many other Churches in our movement, It is useful, however, that our Orthodox 
ethren remind us of this deep. spiritual tension in our undertaking which we dare 
forget or minimise, if we want really to stay together.'t! 


tions with the Roman Catholic Church: "The outstanding factor in our relations 

the Roman Catholic Church," said Pe. Visser 't Hooft, thas been the quite remark 

" atde interest in the Assembly which has been shown by Roman Catholics in all walks of 

é life. Well~informed Roman Catholic spokesmen have stated that several hundreds of 

_ Roman Catholics had applied to their superiors or to the Vatican to be allowed to attend 

} ae Amstérdam Assembly. At the same time, the Roman Catholié Press has printed very 
full, and, in a number of cases, remarkably thorough and fair, articles about the Assembly. 
This interest in Amsterdam is part of a more general movement in the ‘Roman Catholic 

Church which. takes a deep interest in all ecumenical developments,... 


"The attitude of the World Council can only be to encourage every constructive 
attempt to arrive at genuine ecumenical relationships. In the present situation this 
means concretely that we must concentrate on unofficial contacts with individual Roman 
| Catholics. In spite of rumours to the contrary, it remains a fact that the highest 

leadership of the Roman Catholic Church has forbidden the attendance of the unofficial 

Roman Catholic observers who had been invited to come to Amsterdam ahd that no alter 
/ native proposal was made by it. The only road open to us is, therefore, to foster per= 
sonal relationships. We do not know where that road will lead... But here, as so often 
in ecumenical affairs, we must not think in terms of success or failure, but in terms 
of our immediate obedience to the Lord who seeks to gather His children. 


F abiding and Dynamic Truths: In summing up the temporary ideoldégical and political 

situation between theicacalled West" and the so-called East", the General Secretary 

pointéd out that the Churches "seek a creative solution of the. problems of freedom and 
, order, of justice and equality." ‘He continued: "The Churches believe that the present 
conflict cannot be settled by war, for a basically ideological conflict can only be 
ercome by spiritual and social action. These principles did not provide a 'solution!,. 
On the contrary, their observation has already brought us, and may bring us‘again, into 
a . situation where we are misunderstood in ihany quarters. On the other hand, there is 
a very widespread longing among Christians, even outside the Christian fold, to hear a 

“yoice which, even in the midst of the battle of the propaganda, expresses the abiding 
a dynamic truths which point beyond the present deadlock.'! 


a4 one lusionse f'One cannot conclude this report concerning our first year without wondere 
_ ing whether “our young and inexperienced movement is really able to bear the many varied 
_ and heavy responsibilities which have been placed upon it. Are we in danger of being 
‘distracted with much serving', and of being 'anxious and troubled about ses Idan 


Al 1 depends on whether we are really concerned with the one needful Sane ovo! 


; a "The World Council of Churches can only live if it moves forward; if our staying 
together is not just staying where we are, but a common pilgrimage towards the same 
-» Which is the glorification of Christ in His Church," JM other words, our fellowe 

lip must become indreasingly the fellowship of members of the same body which share with 

each other, challenze each other and live for each other for the sake of their common 

‘Lord.".... E.P,S. Geneva 
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| Salvation Army Pledges Freedom from Politics 


Thirty-five leading representatives of the Salvation’Army in countries through 
‘out the world, meeting for a conference at Sunbury~on-Thames, reaffirmed the Army's 
rule that it should remain strictly free of all political activity or prejudice. 


q The conference endorsed a declaration by General Albert Orsborne, international 
“galvation Army leader, that the organisation would not accept interference by civil 
authorities with freedom for spiritual work in social institutions. 


¥ 


Described as a "council of war'! intended to reawaken the soul=saving zeal of 
Risener times, the conference was attended by top leaders from the United States, Canada, 
England, Japan, Korea, India, Pakistan, Indonesia, South Africa and several European 
countries. ' ; E.P.S, Geneva 


x, 
ROUMANIA | Protestant Groups Forming Federation 
; Representatives of six Protestant groups have been requested by the Ministry 
og Cults to form a federation to represent the denominations before State authorities. 
Five answered the summons: the Baptists; Seventh-Day Adventists, Christian Evangelicals 
and two groups of Pentecostals. The Reformed Adventists, the sixth group, did not send 
a representatives 


r _A proposed constitution has been drawn up for the new body and regulations 
governing it are now being wrked out by the religious representatives and the Ministry 
of Cults. The five groups will have a combined membership of 187,000. The Baptists 
Claimed about half of this total. 


Meanwhile, representatives of nine other Protestant denominations and the 
Orthodox Church, including Patriarch Justinian, supreme head of the Roumanian Orthodox 
‘Church, met in Bucharest. ‘"Yniversul!, a Government paper, stdted that only the Roman 
Catholic Church failed to send 2 representative to the meeting. Athong those present, 
according to "Universul", were délegates of the Reformed, Lutheran, Lutheran Evang lical, 
a itarian, and Armenian Churches, the Christian Church of the Old Lipovenian Rite, Mos- 
s and Jews o E.P.S, Geneva 


TV. Ng ‘ | } Orthodox Regain Control of Property. 


” Control over Churches, schools and social welfare institutions maintained by 


For the past 20 years, each Orthodox instituticn has been under the supervision 
* a Turkish commissioner appointed by the Government. Adoption of the new law means 
the Greek Orthodox community will be empowered to appoint its own committees in 
ee of its institutions. 


The Greek Orthodex community in Turkey is estimated to number about 75,000. 
E,P.S, Geneva 
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~ SCOTLAND ; Inter~Communion Talks 


At the closing meeting of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, 


in Edinburgh, on June 1, the Assembly authorised its Inter-Church Relations Committee © 
to accept the invitation of the Archbishop of Canterbury for informal discussions with 
a view to fuller consideration of Inter=«Conmmunion between the Church of Scotland and | 


the Church of England (see EPS No.15/16-1948) « E.P.S. Geneva 
UNITED STATES Brethren Leader Calls for Church Unity 


Ath the 163rd annual conference of the General Brotherhood Board of the 
Church of the Brethren at Ocean Grove, N.J,, the General Secretary, Dr. Raymond Re 
Peters, stressed the necessity pf Christian wity and the need to work cooperatively 
with those of varyirig experiences and viewpoints, “Because the Church is the Body 
of Christ", he said, "there can be but one Church. Christian unity is eSsential be- 
cause it is Christ's will and because the needs of the world demand it", 


Dre Petes stressed that Christian unity is not uniformity or organisation. 
Citing the World Council of Churches as "evidence of the success of our efforts to 


_ work togethertt, he declared: "This great ecumenical movement is directed toward two 
objectives: Christim unity and renewal of the spiritual dynamic of the Churcho" 


"Differences of opinion," he said, "should have expression within the fellow- 
ship of the Church. We must love the follower of Christ who disagrees with us because 


he loves our Christ." E.P.S, Geneva 
FRANCE: French Orthodox Institute St.Denis 


The closing session of the academic year 1948-49 of St. Denis, the French 
Orthodox Institute in Paris, was held wider the chairmanship of Metropolitan Exarch 


Seraphim on July 1. The Dean, Prof. W,N, Lossky, spoke of "the permanence of the 


patristic tradition in the Orthodox Church," in spite of the "theological crisis" 


_of recent centuries and "the difficult task of the modern theologian," who is called 
upon "not to Comment on’the texts of the Fathers, but to !think' as they did." For 
_ sucha labour, he added, "a life of holiness is a necessity". 


The Inspector gave an account of the path followed to date, and mentioned 
Specially the presence this year of Protestant students, "symbolic of the ecumenical 


 €onnection;" the inauguration of new disoiplines; the psychology and unity of the 
Church and of the ecumenical movement; the introduction on lectures of various types 
_ of civilisation. 


4 


The Exarch, after thanking the Rector, Archpriest Eo Kovalevsky, presented 


im degrees to the students. E.P.S, Geneva 
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World Council's Central Committee at Chichester 


Following the opening session of the Central Committee of the World Coun- 
cil of Churches on July 9 (see EPS No. 28), an ecumenical service of preparation and 
intercéssion was celebrated at Chichester Cathedral. Dr. A. Nygren, Bishop of Lund, 
Sweden, delivered the sermon. Prayers were read by the Cathedral Precentor, Canon 
A, Browne, by Dr. John R. Mott, the Rev. FeC. Fry and Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam of the 
U.S.A., by Pastor Mare Boegner, President of the French Protestant Federation, and by 
Archbishop Germanos of Thyateira, Exarch of the Oecumenical Patriarchate. 


In order to further ecumenical fellowship in local parishes services were 
also held in many churches of the neighbourhood. 


In his speech on "What the Churches expect from the “orld Council" the 
Bishop of Chichester, Dr. G.K.A. Bell, emphasised that the World Council was beginning 
av a time when nationalism is on the increase, and when the world was acutely divided 
in a variety of ways, economic, political and spiritual. Its very existence was there- 
fore a demonstration of a supra-national unity... 


'The Churches expect the World Council, .. and especially the Central 
Committee, to do. everything in its power to emphasise this supra~national unity; and 
where another kind of supra-national unity is presented, based on class or race, to 
proclaim the unity of Christians in Christ, and its implications, with all the greater 
conviction, The Churches expect the Central Committee to be a unity in itself, a real 
fellowship in the personal relations of its members, in and out of its meetings... 
The World Council must not in any way present itself as a single unified caurch struc 
ture independent of the Churches, but it should stand for something ~ in particular 
the Central Committee with the General Secretariat should be the body to which Christ~ 
ians (outside the Church of Rome) would naturally resort for strength and support. It 
Should live up to the statement made in the Amsterdam Message: 'We intend to stay to- 
gether!... 


"Tt seems to me that the Churches expect the World Council to make good 
that claim; to attempt to state what the Christian faith has to offer to 'a solid 
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Rieis for international and supernational law*,"' "It does seem to me that the Central 
Committee has a duty to discharge to the Churches in giving further guidance on the 
ttitude which Christians ought to adopt towards Communism... 


‘Further... many Churches appear to expect, as of still greater ur 
gency, the applications by the Central Committee of the Assembly's general statement 
about ‘utterly opposing totalitarianism wherever found! and about pressing for 'free- 
‘dom of speech and expression, of association and assembly... freedom from arbitrary 
‘arrest! to the present situation in large parts of Eastern Europeoe. 


| "T believe that there is nothing more important for the future of 
World Council than (1) a conviction on the part of all member Churches that the fellow- 
‘ship of Churches represented on the World Council is a living and a reliable fellows 
‘ship, and that the Churches will really stand together whatever trouble may come; and 
(2) courage on the part of the Central Comhittee to apply Christian principles, espe- 
cially those clearly affirmed at Amsterdam, ic. a definite way to a particular situa 
tion, should the facts warrant and the need arise." 


On the same question of "What the Churches expect of the World Coun- 
cil" pr. FranklinC. Fry, President of the United Lutheran Church in America stressed 
that the World Council is "a manifestation of surging life in the Churches.. The drawing 
together of the Churches in the ecumenical movement is not the result of a secret panic 
‘at their weakness. It is not the Council's intention to give a false courage to hard~ 
pressed present-day Christianity through artificial solidarity... 


"The World Counci?. means that the Churches have a new, vivid con= 
sciousness to guide, instruct and reprove the tremendous forces that are moulding the 
modern age. We have witnessed institutional Christianity contacting out of one after . 
ahother realm of life ~ like education and works of ministry. The secular authorities 
which assume these tasks must be suffused with a Ghristian spirit. If the Churches 
remain passive, they will forfeit their claim over most of the personalities of mene The 
World Council means that the Churches have an organ through which to make an effective 
‘impact. In our fragmented state that has been impossible. The Churches have been so 
“scattered and separate that even the convictions and resolves that we all have in com 
“mon have been ineffectualo. o" E.P.S .eneva 


The Greek Orthodox Church Continues Participation in World Council 


The continued participation of the Greek Orthodox Church in the World 
Council has been confirmed by Dr. Hamilcar Alivisatos, Professor of the University of 
Athens and a member of the World Council's Central Committee. 


At a recent meetong of the Synod of the Greek Orthodox Church "it was 
imously decided't, said Dr. Alivisatos, "that apart: from a detailed discussion of 
‘the Amsterdam Resolutions, which will follow next autumn, the Church of Greece will 
; onfirm without any interruption cooperation with the World Council", 

i" Dre Alivisatos also assured the deiegates of the Central Committee 
‘that Greek Orthodox participation in the World Council would continue "very ‘closely and 
ren more systematically" after the discussion of the Amsterdam Resolutions. 


mye are prepariig the festival of the 1900th anniversary of the foun- 


j tion of the Christian Church in Europe through the Apostle Pauits preaching in Athens _ 
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and Greece in an ecumenical way" said Dr. Alivisatos, “and this is evidence of the 
firm cooperation of the Greek Orthodox Church of Greece in the World Council." | 


E.P,.S .Geneva i 


The Church and Problems. of Today Ball 


"Phe only basis and’ stronghold of human rights and order and of inter- i 
_ national law", said Bishop Berggrav, Primate of Norway, in a message to the Central 
Committee, "is the fundamental law of the Creator", 


After discussion, the Committee unanimously approved plans for a study | 
" conferencé to clarify the Christian app oach to natural law withadeqate representation __ 
of laymen, jurists and theo logians. The Conference was empowered to submit a report i 
on this subject to the 1950 meeting of the Central Committee. ! 


- Baron van Asbeck, president of the Commission of the Churches on In» 

_ ternational Affairs, and Professor at the University of Leyden, in supporting Bishop “| 
 Berggrav's statement, described the present state of international law as "a junglett i 
_ and urged that a Christian foundation be found fcr a greater growth of international law. | 


Mr. Clifford Morehouse, Editor of "The Living Churth", Episcopalian i 
in the U.S.A,, speaking on the question of race segregation, notnted out that pal 
3 the Churches had failed to act on the recommendations of racial equality made by the — 
‘ Amsterdam Assembly, and urged that no further statement be made until the local Chur 
ches had Carried out those resolutions in their day=toeday life. Mr. Ii.M.Thomas of the i) 
Mar Thoma Church in Travancore, India, declared that on the racial issue the world con 
‘science was far ahead of the conscience of the Christian Churches. 


a 


After discussion, the Central Committee re-affirmed the Amsterdam i 
Assembly's protest against the exploitation of non-self-governing peoples and the Jiag= 
rant violation of human rights involved in racial discrimination, 


1 Dre Hans Lilje, Bishop of Hanover, and Dr. Meiser, Bishop of Bavaria, { 

_ made strong pleas for immediate aid to relieve the plight of the ten million refugees 

_ ¢rowded into Western Germany. ‘The time has arrived", said Bishop Lilje, "when we i 

- must no longer look at this as a problem for Christian charity, but as a problem for 

international justice". Bishop Meiser reported that between 70% and 90% of these re- 
fugees were unemployed, and tmt immediate action was necessary if "an explosion" was 
to be avoided. Such an explosion might spread by chain reaction all ofer Europes, 

E.P.o ,.aeneva 


Stu qdy 


The governing body of the World Council of Churches has given its 
official approval to three international studies of Church life and social order | 


The action was taken following a report cf the Study Department propo~ 
; pais by Dr. Henry P.-van Dusen, chairman of the Departmamt and President cf Union Theo- 
_ logical Seminary, New York City. The proposals had been formulated following a meet- 
ing of the Study Department held at Wadham College, Oxford, June 28th to July 5th 

4 (see 3PS No.28). 
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‘fl As outlined in Dr. van Dusen's report; tue studies will deal with the impact 

_ of the Churches on the immediate industrial order, and the Christian principles which 
can be applied by people working in that order. 


To find out the most effective methods of bringing the Christian gospel to 

: Bins working members of the industrial order - skilled and unskilled wrkers, trade 
union officials, foremen and managers ~ the Council's Study Department will mlist the 

_ aid of mémber Churches, in a sunvey of "The Evangelisation of Man in Modem Mass 

F Society". 


a 


g Exploring alternatives to Communism on the one hand, and laissezefaire capi- 

4 talism on the other, both of which were criticised by the Amsterdam Assembly, the Study 

4 Department will draw together qualified laymen and theologians "to défine with larger 

_ detail and precision" the characteristics of "A Responsible Society", the alternative 

_ discussed by the Assembly last yearo 

. Further studies will also be developed to formulate a Christian doctrine of 
work which will help to ease the conflict which many people feel between the demand 

‘ ef their jobs in a secular society and on the other hand their Christian faith, This 

study will be carried out largely by Jaymen within the Church. 


i Finally; Biblical scholars all over the world will, by conferences and ex— 
ti change of pastors, try to find the Biblical foundations on which to build Christian 
- doctrines that will apply to the immeciate social order. 


Assisting Dr. van Dusen and the Study Department!s committee will be Bishop 
Stephan Neill, Assistant Bishop of Caterbury, who is the World Council's Associate 
General Secretary in charge of Study, and DY o Nils Ehrenstrém, Director of the Study 
Department. E.P.S,. Geneva 


| 2 SS et 
z The demand of youth to take its part in the world-wide task of making Christ- 
ian insight and Christianaction a dynamic motive force in the disturbed modern world 
was voiced to the’Central Committee of the World Council of Churches by Miss Jean 

_ Fraser (Scotland), Director of the Covncilis Youth Departments 


ye 


9 |. Her report was unanimously accepted by the 63 laymen, laywomen, clergy and 
25 consultants from 21 countries who attended the Central Committee, which is the 
“governing body of the World Council cf Churches with its 155 component Churches (Ang= 
lican, Protestant and Orthodox) in 44 countries. 


Miss Fraser recalled the fact that at the World Conference of Christian 
ian Youth Movement. The delegates, however, had decided that the better course would 


be for youth to integrate and realise its aspirations through the struggle of the com 
ponent Churches toward international understanding» 


Miss Fraser traced the consequences of youth!s decision taken at Oslo. A 
Hundred youth delegates had justified by their enthusiasm their attendance at the 


Youth in Oslo in 1947, the demand had been nade for the establishment of a World Christ~_ 


| 
ih 


Amsterdam Assembly in August 1948, where the World Council had teen formally constituted. | 
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A youth group had taken part in the meeting of the World Council's Study De- 
rtment held in Oxford from June 29 to July 6 and another group would join the con= 
erence of the Faith and Order Department, held at Chichester from July 16 to 20, 
fter the conclusion of the Central Committee's session. At these tvo conferences 
these young people were expressing their experiences and opinions on the themes for 
future research selected by the Study Department — "Evangelism in modern sciety", 

; tChristian Action in the Secular World" and "The Christian Doctrine of Work," and 
also on the nature of the Church and of worship to be discussed at the Faith and Order 
" gathering. 
+ 
, The movement for international reconciliation through the Churches, of which 
_the World Council is the channel, had been recruited very considerably from the ranks 
a ‘of youth who had workéd in the Student Christian Movement, the’ %.M.C Acy Y.W.C.A, and 
similar organisations» 
i 
: . In the last ten years almost every county had seen the development of Church 
youth movements which are the special responsibility of the Youth Department. National 
i ‘Ecumenical Youth Councils had been developed in countries as far apart as New Zealand, 
where a historic youth conference on a national basis had been held for the first time 
at the same time as the Amsterdam Assembly; Indonesia, where the ecumenical youth 
Bec had been founded at Christmas-time during the difficult days of the renewed 
| police action; and Spain, where the activity of two youth delegatés at Amsterdam had 
-_ in the creation of a national Evangelical Youth Assembly. 


J . Youth leaders from Churches in many countries had taken part in discussion 
and study in training courses ai such Christianc entres as the Ecumenical Institute 
at Bossey near Geneva. A number of young people would take part in the conference 
of East Asian Churches which is to be held in conjunction with the ‘World Council of 
Churches ‘and the International Missionary Council at Bangkok, Siam, from December 4 = 
11, 1949. 
# 
More than 600 young people of both sexes, students and workers, of various 
Bnet sone and nationalities, were taking part in the international voluntary work= 
oa in Austria, France, Germany, Italy, Finland and Japan during the summer, 


a. The demand of youth for unity and common purpose had been shown by the estab- 
“lishment of the World Christian Youth Commission, which links the World Council, the 
“World Alliance of Y.M.C.Aos, Y.W.C.A.S, the World Students Christian Federation and 
the World Council of Christian Education. 


a Miss Fraser expressed appreciation of the help given through the Rockefeller 
; “Fund to make possible the attendance of many delegates at Oslo and Amsterdam and also 
to those American Churches which had followed the initiative of the vongregational 
Shristian Service Committee in giving financial aid to the work~camps programme. 
E.P.S Geneva 


Statement by the Central Committee of the 


LN a Me: 


World Council of Churches” on Religious ‘Freedom 


iF 
ts 


The following statmant on religious freedom was adopted in executive sessions 


after discussion by 84 ‘nternational Church leaders attending as. embers and consultants 


the Central Committee, which is the governing body for policy decisions till the 1953 
Assembly, | of the World Council of Churches with its 155 component Churches (Anglican, 
Protestant and Orthodox) in 44 countries: 


“No. 29 = July 18, 1949 bo } 208 


4 "The Central Committee of the World Council of Churches, meeting at Chi- 
chester, is deeply disturbed by the increasing hindrances which mmy of its member 
Churches encounter in giving their witness to Jesus Christ. Revolutionary movements | 
are on foot and their end no man can foresee. The Churches themselves must bear no 
small’part of the blame for the resentments among the underprivileged masses of the 
“world, since their own efforts to realise the brotherhood of man have been so weake 
But justice in human society is not to be won by totalitarian methods. The totalitar— 
ian doctrine is a false doctrine. It teaches that in or.wer to gain a social or poli~ 
tical end everything is permitted. It maintains the complete self-sufficiency of man. 
It sets political power in the place of God, It denies the existence of absolute moral 
standards. It moulds the minds of the young in a pattern opposed to the message of the 
Gospel. It sanctions the use of all manner of means to overthrow all other views and 
ways of life. 


"We call statesmen and all men who in every nation seek social justice to 
Sconsider this truth: a peaceful and stable order can only be built upon foundations 
of righteousness, of right relations between man and God and between man and man. Only 
the recognition that man has mds and loyalties beyond the State will ensure true justice 
to the human person, Religious freedom is the condition and guardian of all true free 
dom. We declare the duty and the right of the Church to preach the Word of God and to 
proclaim the will of God. We appeal to the Churches to interpret and apply God's will to 
‘all realms of life. We warn the Churches in all lands against the danger of being ex- 
ploited for worldly ends. In the countries where the State is antagonistic to the 
Christian religion or indeed wherever full religious freedom is denied, we ask all Christ- 
jians to remember that the liberty which they receive from their Lord pant be taken 
away by the violence or threat of any worldly power, or destroyed by suffering. There 
fore we urge the Churches to bear clear corporate witnéss to the truth in Christ and 
their ministers to continue to preach the whole Gospel. We urge all Christians to stand 
firm in their faith, tu uphold Christian principles in practical life and to secure 
Christian teaching for their children. 


"Al. who bear the Christian name must be true to the living God. God calls 
us all to pray earnestly for one another and to be faithful at all seasons in our per~ 
'sonal withess. In loyalty to the word that sounded forth from Amsterdam we shall !stay 
_together!, in the certain knowledge that Jesus Christus is Lord. ‘Stand fast therefore 


din the liberty wherewith Christ has made you free! ," E.P.S» Geneva 
UNITED STATES Rehabilitation of Refugees in Palestine 


i Immedjirbe action on the rehabilitation of nearly 1,000,000 Christian and 

Moslem refugees in Palestine and the internationalisation of greater Jerusalem were 
urged by the Near East and Reference and the Council Committee of the Foreign Missions 
Conference of North America. The two groups represent 58 major Protestant denominations 
with 102 mission boards and agen¢ies in the United States and Canada, 


Emphasising that their interest lay more with people than Holy Places, the 
“two committees asked that Jerusalem, including Bethany y Boe tety Ain Karen and Ramal— 
‘lah, be placed under United Nations administration. 


"within this area people of all three faiths, Jews, Christians and Moslems, 
"should be able to live in peace, enjoy poled eee freedom and have access to all Holy 
ees’ the statement said. 
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Describing the refugee problem as "most tragic and extremely urgent", the 
mmittees asked that it be made the "moral and spiritual concern of all", = Warning 
1at the number of refugees was daily on the increase as their resources were depleted, 
he Committees called on the United Nations and the Amézxican Government officials to 
take immediate steps to find suitable resettlement areas for the refugees and to see 
that Compensation was made for property loss to those unabie to return to their former 


homes. | E.P.S, Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN 2 United Church Campaign at Addiscombe 
4 Months of prayer and careful planning were the essential preparaticn for a 


united campaign recently held at Addiscombe, Croydon. Here five Churches, two Anglican, 
two Methodist and one Congregational, united to offer Christ to the neighbourhood. Al- 
though there is no Baptist Church in the area covered, two of the visiting missionaries 
were Baptists, as was the organising secretary of the campaign. Every house in the neigh- 
bourhood was visited by teams of Church members of all denominations, and a great deal 
of publicity was achieved by the distribution of pamphlets to every householder. 
F 


ae As there was no central building sufficiently large to be of:use as a campaign 
centre, it was decided to divide the area into two. One centre was established in a mar~ 
‘quee, and at the other end of the area a Parish Hall was used. 

An average of more than 600 people attended at these centres each evening, 

and on two or three occasions the accommodation was too siaall to hold the crowds. More 
than 500 people were responding to the challenge of the Gospel for the first time, and 
two or three times as many entered into a new experience of Christ, although they had 
previously been lightly attached to the Church, Hundreds rededicated thenselves to the 
service of the Kingdom, “he spiritual life of the fivé Churches is now at a very high 


level, and the sense of Christian unity born of prayer, fellcwship and Christian education 


has never been so strongo 


In‘addition to the main campaign meetings a most impressive procession of wit- 
ess was held, in which 500 people tock part. The theme of the campaign was expressed 

in the slogan 'The Way Ahead't, On the last night of the campaign a great Thanksgiving 
Service was held. All who had made decisions for Christ for the first time stood and so 
- their witness in that vast congregation, 


Addiscombe, says the report, knew "that mo one section of the Church acting in 
isolation from the rest is sufficimt for these days, The denominational differences 
which’keep Christians apart are largely superficial and unreal, There are real diffe 
ences, but these do not coincide with denominatitonal 'barriers!, but are found within all 
the denominations. The life of the Churches at Addiscombe has been greatly enriched by 
this expression of united evangelistic endeavour." E.P.o. Geneva 


‘The Ev Evangelical Alliance 


rene 


and the World Council 


Delegates from the Swiss Evangelical Alliance met in Winterthur on June 14 
or their annual conference, which, reports the July 7 number of the "Kircheblatt fir 
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| 'Ag early in the proceedings as the morning worship conducted by Preacher 

. Schneider, it was pointed out in whst need the Alliance stood of a reinvestigation 
* Christian unity « which meant more than a mere alliance = and of a readiness where 
ecessary to abandon lines followed to datey: in obedience to the World of God, in the 
interests of the One Church of Christo" 


] ‘Emphasis was also laid in the concluding paragraphs of’the report submitted 
the Chairman of the Swiss Central Committee, Preacher Baumann, on the need to come 
beyond present narrowness and pettiness of mind... # 


"Jt was unanimously agreed to try in futureto bring the work of the World 


therefore, ‘imited services of intércession for the concern of Amsterdam over Churches 
and Free ‘Churches were to be held, and "a special evening set aside during the next 
Week of Prayer of the Alliance for such concem.t The Central Committee was commiss- 
ioned to “confer with Ik ading personalities of the ecumenical movement in Switzerland 
in a spirit of brotherhood. 


4 The ecumenical movement had, it was stated, "changed since Stockholm, had 
become more conservative in its aims," and was striving for an outlook taking its 
arings from and deepened by the Bible. It must be remembered that the great meet— 


edging themselves to work for freedom of conscience and the reconciliation of nationse 
the picture presented by the Alliance today was "not w it was to begin with, but 

one showing a certain shrivelling and rigidity, because not enough positive respon- 
sibilities have been grasped and tackied.!! On the other hand, it was emphasised that 
the Alliance “still represents a spiritual power in the Church of Christ as a whole 
which must on no accounh be surrendered = a living and genuine fellowship of prayer 
among Evangelical Christians stretching far out to the mission fields." The emergence 
of the present écumenical movement was likewise ta fruit of the Alliance's prayerse" 
For this reason, the latter had "the right and the duty to work alongside this move= 
nent in a positive spirit, acting to correct it where necessary, according to the mea- 
| es of its powers and spiritual gifts, without setting its light under a bushel." 


The proposal was therefore agreed that the London headquarters of the Alliance 
mine with care the possibilities for suitable co-operation between the ecumenical 
Qvement and the Alliance, . E.P.S Geneva 


An Ecumenical View of the World 


a ae A SE + 


Congregational Conference 


The significance to ecumenical eyes of the latest World Conference of the 
Songregational Church in Wellesley, U.S.4. (see EPS Noo26), wilt be evident from the 
fOllowing suppiementary notes 


P "Congregaticnalisn," declares the Diroctor of the General Council of Congres 
gational Churches in the U.S.A.; Dre Douglas Horten, "has a special contribution to 
Make to the ecumenical movement, because Congregationalism is in spirit an interdenomin- 
ational denomination."* This ecumenical significance of the Wellesley Assembly is the 
mre considerable inasmuch as a youth delegation was taking part for the first time, 
forming a ‘permanent section” of the Council. 


opuncil and the Alliance into an active and fruitful correlation." On the Day of Prayer, 


Be ngs of the Alliance in European capitals during the past century had claimed attention, 
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Four morning sessions were devoted to the Assembly of the World Council of el 
hurches in 2 cneee ioe in which woe Assembly's themes were introduced by experts, to be 


The Wellesley Conference, which was attended by some 1,000 delegates from 37 ape 
ountries, issued a message to the Congregational. Churches of ie world, from which we 


: 


» Christ, the Foundation of the Church Universal: we live in a world of broken fellow- 
| 


ALO SE AS A em IS 


ship, wnrealised hopes, and widespread despair... 


We therefore ¢all upon our Churches and members to bear witness to the saving 

acts of God in Christ, who offers the wrld the answer to its needs and to affirm their 
Oneness with those of every nation, race, time, place and creed to whom Jesus is Saviour 
nd Lord. We rejoice in the contributions to our common life made by all branches of the 
hurch of Christ. We rejoice in the growing awareness of unity manifest in the ecumenic- ~ 
movement, in common Christian work by grounds of denominations. and in those Church ull 
ons wherein God!s Spirit dwells, Let us ask God's forgiveness for the differences ‘Bal 
h keep us apart and dedicate ourselves anew to the service of Christ as the one Head 
he Church Universal. al 


Congregational and the Church Universal; It is our responsibility as Congregational—- 
ists to bring to the service of the ‘Church Universal. those principles and enh through | | 
hich God has biessed us and our forefathers. o-o a 


i Me 
We shall have no worthy contribution to make to the Church Universal without 

a re=birth of concern for Ged and His will in our local Church meetings and wider Church 

councilssoe | 


Iv. The Church and the New Orders A new order of civilisation is emerging in the twen- 
tieth century. If thet new crder ist previde men with a more abundant life and a destiny 
worth desiring it must find a religion by which to\live and die; mh 


We therefore call upon our Churches and members to speak out forthrightly con- : 
erning God's supreme message ‘to us in’the living person of Jesus, in the power of prayer, — 
the cleansing quality of forgiveness, in the renewing experience of worship, and in 
8 bouyant freedom and witer joy of Christian Livingso. E.P.o, Geneva 


Negro, White Community Churches to Merge 


Delegates to the convention’ of the National Council of Community Churches which 
wsembled in Berea, Ky., on June 30, completed action on a merger with the Biennial 
ouncil of the People’s Church of Christ and Community Centers. The merger will be 
Pfected at a 1950 convention in Chicago. 


The National Council is made up of approximately 1,500 white community Churches, a 
While the Biennial Council comprises several hundred Negro Churches. E.P.S, Geneva : 
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Resolutions of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches 


In addition to the statement on religious freedom published in EPS Nr.29, 
the Uentral Committee of the World Council of Churches adopted a number of other re- 
solutions. The following are especially noteworthy: 


Religious Liberty: The Ventral Committee AGREED: "That the members of the Central 
Committee of the World Council of Churches, disturbed by evidence of discrimination 
and repression exercised by dominant religious majorities agairst minorities, reiter- 
ate the statement in the report of Section IV of the Amsterdam Assembly on "The Church 
and the International Disorder" regarding religious liberty, and especially the affir~- 
mation that 'we oppose any Church which seeks to use the power of the State to en- 
force religious uniformity. We resist all endeavours to spread a system of thought 

or of economics by unscrupulous intolerance, oppression or persecution’, and recommend 
that the subject of religious liberty in relation to dominant religious communities 

be placed upon the agenda of their next meeting." 


Dismantiement: The Committee AGREED: "That this Committee takes cognisance of the 
grave situation created in Germany by the presence of some twelve millions of expellees 
_ and refugees. It is also seized with the importance of establishing in Europe the ne~ 
Cessary guarantees of a secure peace. Nevertheless, in view of the urgency of the si~ 
tuation, it expresses the hope that the policy of dismantlement in Germany of factories 
not exclusively related to war potential may be handled so as to offer reasonable op 
portunity of wrk to this new influx of population and thus to avoid creating again 
in Germany a situation of danger through mass misery and unemployment." 


Refugees: The Central Committee received poignant information from several of its 

: ers on the sufferings of refugees in many parts of the wrid, and recognised 

the obligation of the Churches to assist these uprooted people throughout the wrld, 
large numbers of whom are faithful fellow Christians. It therefore decided to call 

upon those member Churches which were in a position to help, to use their influence 

on behalf of continued and increasing national and intergovernmenta], action for refugees. 
Further, recognising that great help already be given by Churches in Europe and realis- 
ing the inadequacy of the resources at present available in the Department of Inter- 
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Church Aid and Service to Refugees, it decided to bring before the same Churches the 
urgent need for generous assistance through the Department and coordinated agencies 

on behalf of the Displaced Persons and Refugees at present under the care of the Inter- 
national Refugee Organisation; the réfugees from different parts of Europe ineligible 
for IRO~assistance, the Arab refugees, Christian and non-Christian, occasioned by the 
fighting in Palestine, the Greek refugees within Greece occasioned by the civil war, 
and the expellees and fugitives in the western zone of Germany and Austria numbering 
some twelve million people." 


Fi 


“Women in the. Church The Committee AGREED: "That following the action of the First 
Assembly and of the Executive Committee the Central Committee establish a Commission 
fon the Life and Work of Women in the Church, The broad functions of the Commission 
ea be: 

"a) To prepare a report arising out of the inquiry already undertaken 
on 'The Life and Work of Women in the Churcht; 


| th) To conduct a study on the man-woman relationship in the light of 
Ipitiicel teaching and the tradition of the Church, with special reference to the place 
“and work of women in the Church; 


b tc) To take such steps as may be necessary to stimulate study and action 
“in the member Churches of the World Comcil of Churches on the following matters, 
among others: 
(i) Women's place in all phases of church life, 
(ii)The encouragement of m ecumenical outlook in women!s organisations 
in the various Churches and countries by promoting cooperation and the sharing of ex- 
| periences anong them, 
(iii) The collection and dissemination of information about women's 
activities, fresh opportunities of service and provisions for training, 
(iv) The discovery and use of well-qualified womm to serve within the 
| structure of their own Churches and ecumenical organisations." 


Bishop E. Berggrav, the Revo L.E, Cooke, Professor Ge Florovsky, Dr. 
A. Koéchlin, Dre Me Niemdller, the Metropolitan of Edhessa Panteleimon, the Reve GA« 
fs Mrse Leslie Swain, Mr. Charles Pe Taft, Principal T.M, Taylor. 


‘In the place of Mr. T,C, Luke and Canon R.A. Reeves, Mre K.G, Grubb and 
the Right Rev. Y.Y. Tsu are electedot E.P.S,. Geneva 


“GREAT BRITAIN Faith and Order Conference 


The Conference of the Faith and Order Commission of the World Council 
of Churches which met at Chichester from July 16-20, was attended by some 70° particip~ 
ints (including 46 delegates), from Britain, Canada, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, ‘Finland, 
irrance, Greece, Ireland, Germany, Holland, Japan, Switzerland, Sweden, Turkey, and the 
United States of America. They included’representatives of the Anglican, Baptist, 
Congregational, Greek Orthodox, Luthe an, Moravian, Old Catholic, Presbyterian and 
Reformed Churches, as well as of the Oecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople. 


“Executive Committee: "The Central Committee re-el.ested the following for the Executive 
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Bishop Yo Brilioth cf Vaz26, Sweden, presided as chairman over the conference, 
“whichdiscussed the fundamental issue of prayer and intercommunion underlying ecumen= 
icity, problems of corporate worship at ecumenical gatherings as regards existing forms 
ad traditions, the creation of, a new "ecumenical" mode which the opening and closing 
services at the Amsterdam Assembiy were intended to indicate. 


The Rev. Oliver Tomkins, Associate General Secretary of the World Council, 
th the portfélio for Faith and Order, surveyed problems of corporate worship and 
intercommmion, with particular reference to ecumenism at the local level,’and con» 
‘eluded by remarking "if we are challenged in our most ch:.rished assurances, it may 
be the Lord who is challenging us.™ 


2 He then réad a letter ftom Professor C.H.Dodd (Congregationalist), the New 
“Jestament scholar, of Cambridge, who pointed out: "I heave an uneasy suspic.im thay 
‘when long and patient discussion is bringing us within sight of a measure of agreement, 
there are some of us who take fright at the danger that our idistinctive witness! may 


prove léss distinctive than we thought... ‘We should, I think, do well to ask ourselves 
whether in veference to any debatable point, 'is my strong sense of opposition feally 
‘grounded in some profound truth, to deny which would argue the lie in the soul, or is it 
“realiy due to intense (and it may be legitimate) pride in the tradition to which I 


belong!... 


at "At Amsterdam, the letter concludes, "th- delegates from beyond the Iron Cur 
“tain were insisting that the ecclesiastical questions that occupy us ‘must not. be treated 
in abstraction from what is ge“ng om in political and social spheres. Quite clearly 
“they thought it did not matter much whether sacraments should be safeguarded by apostol- 
ie succession or whether the Church is.an 'event! created daily, hourly, by the Word of 
Ged: what mattered was that Christianity sl.ould find'’ways of embodying itself in the 
new Communist or proletarian society. If it does se, thn as a matter of course fresh 
confessional divergencies will arise. That is why I think it would be salutory to bring 
into the open those social and political motives which I am sure constantiy weigh 
heavily with us, though they may not be avowude. ol 


~ ™m the discussion intensified by th: reading of this letter, Pastor Wo Niesel 
(Germany) recalled experiences of the ‘!erman Confessing Church during tie days of 

Nazi interference in church life; He pointed out that a new totalitarian danger could 
benefit Christians if they turned to the Living Christ for inspiration. He guardedly 
stressed the qualifying word "could", br, he said, there was no guarantee, necessarily, 
that the Church would not be defeated by such a dangers 


Professor ’J. Hromadka, of the Jan Hus Theological Fasulty at Prague, and a 
“leader of the Czech Brethren Evangelical Church, urged that instead of beginning such 
‘discussions from the standpoint of our dividedness, we ought to address ourselves to 
Christ and to seek from His standpoint ‘> view our dividedness. 


He 
In its concluding session the Faith and Order Commission decided that ‘the 


world meeting of Faith and Order should be held in the summer of 1952 at Lund, Sweden, 
and that it should bring together 250 participants. 
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The delégates decided that a study of non=doctrinal factors, historic, ‘social 

and political, affecting ecumenical reconciliation in the sphere of doctrine, liturgy 

and worship should be carried out hy theologians of various constituent Churches during 

next three years. A report on these studies will be presented for discussion at 

le 1952 conference at Lund. E.P.S, Geneva 


SOUTH AFRICA: Statement of the Christian Council 


. a The Christian Council of South Africa issued at its conference in Johannesburg 
m July 13, the following statement which is particularly important in view of the pre~ 
vailing conditions of South Africmsocial life and the acute problem of race struggle 

¢ ee EPS Nr 08) F . 


' We, as members of a conference on ‘Christian Citizenship in a multi-racial so- 
Giety!, convened by the Christian Comcil of South Airica, exvend to our brethren through- 
put the world fraternal greetings in the name of our common Lord and Saviour, Jesus 
hhrist. Gathered as we are from all parts of the Union of Gouth Africa, Basutoland and 

ou hern Rhodesia, as the accredited representatives of twentyfive Churches, Missions, 

ind othér organisations, we have been deeply conscious of the love, and fellowship in 
forship, which we share with all of you. As we know you have had‘us in your prayers 

‘ing these momentous days, so we have remembered you day by day, and will continue 

% $0, that the great God and Father of us all may grant you, together with our= 
Selves, wisdom and grace, praying that through the Church the world may be redeemed, 


We are thankful for the respectful attitude adopted by Christian leaders outside 
ur country towards the particular tensions and problems which confront us, and at the 
Same timé rejoice to know that this, and subsequent statements emanating from our dis- 
cussions, will command your serious study and consideratione 


"To all in our own land who profess the faith of Christ crucified we say, in all. 
solemity, that there are conditions prevailing in South African social life which make 
/ difficult, if not impossible, for many of our brethren to develop fullness of per= 
one nality. 


| "Last ‘year it was our desire to discuss these matters with the highest authorities 
nh our land, and for this purpose we sought an interview with the Prime Minister. Our 
est was refused. Therefore we have applied ourselves to a deeper study of the issues 
ved. We have had in mind that our Prime Minister, a few hours after the assumption 
his responsibilities, stated in a broadcast speech, heard throughout the world, that 
and his ministers based all their deliberations on the belief in the Sovereign Will of 
ie We also believe in the Sovereignity of God: which means that God is at wrk moulding 
» futuré of our people; and our task is, with humility and devotion to study the course 
f events, so that we may see the way in which God is working and be able to co-operate 
n the fulfilment of His purposes 


"Arising from our deliberations we affirm that the fundamental truths we shall 
leglect at our peril include; = 


(1) God has created ‘all men in His image. Consequently beyond all differences re~ 
mains the essential unity. 


q "(2) Individuals who have progressed from a primitive social structure to one more 
advanced should share in the responsibilities and rights of their new status. 
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i "(3) ‘The real need of South Africa is not 'Apartheid? but nna (unity through 
_ teamwork). 


(4) Citizenship involves participation in responsible Government, the franchise 
should be accorded to all capable of exercising it, 


(5) Every child should have the opportunity of receiving the best education 
that the community can give, and for which the child has the capacity. 


(6) Every man has the right'in the sphere in which he can make the best use of 
his abilities for the common good. 


"For three days we have lived together, thought together, and prayed together, 
men and women sprung from a great variety of national traditions, speaking in our 
homes many lariguages, but knit together in the fellowship of the Kingdom which is not 
of this world. 


"Tt is our profound belief that our experience in Johannesburg can be the expe- 
_vienoe of all in South Africa, for this éxperience proves that mutual respect and frank 
exchange of views, unféttered fellowship, dnd brotherly love, can prove stronger than 

the forces of mistrust, isolation and fear, which infect the life of our nation, 


4 
"3 


4 
; 
; 


"As a practical expression of this our Faith we extend to our’brethren of the 

utch Reformed Church, at present unhappily not associated with us, a cordial invita— 
don to join us in discussion of the practical implementation of these principles in _ 
the ordinary affairs of our daily life. In this open invitation we declare without re- 
j serve that we are conscious of our owm shortcomings, with which is’coupled our profound 
belief that God the Holy Spirit can ~ and will, if we are faithful, ~ lead us into all 


truth, and that truth shall mke us free." E.P.S. Geneva 
CHINA Statement on Christian Work in Communist Areas 


The following statement on Christian work in Communist areas prepared for Dr. John © 


_R. Mott when he met a repr sentative group of Christian leaders in Shmghai early in 
April 1949 was presented by an experienced Chinese Christian. 


| "1, Thexre are generally three stages in the Communist attitude to Christian work 
in newly occupied areas. There is first a’ Period of Tolerance and Freedom, next a 
Bae of Toleration with Control and third, a Period of Opposition. Communist leaders 
have made pronouncements that there will be freedom to practise religion; there will 
also be freedom to criticize, ridicule and oppose religion, 
= 2. During the past six months, country Churches have experience” more restric~ 
tions and difficulties than city Churches in Communist arease 


3-2 In the city Churches, morale is good and in some cases more people attend than 
before liberation. 


4. Many western missionar’es renain at work in liberated areas, It is almost 


ws 


5. Chinese pastors may not solicit funds from Church members = they may in some 
' Cases receive voluntary contributions. Many church workurs are already earning their 
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6. Church buildings are considered as public property by the Communists. The 
buildings are often used for public meetings, sometimes at the very time arranged for 
Sunday worship. This has generally happened in rural Bice 


_ + Church property acquired by Chinese Churches with money raised in China is 
gene ally not interfered with Bi Communist authorities. — 


8. Most Christian schools are carrying on. Many of them face financial diffie 


cil sometimes exercises the final authority in matters of administrations 


9. Christian hospitals havé had varied experiences, Ip some cases hospitals 
“cannot collect fees from patients, but are obliged to maintain a large staff; Some 
hospitals have continued to operate with little interference. 


a 10. In may cases Christian institutions now have to pay heavy property taxes. 
“Formerly, schools and hospitals which were registered and recognized as charitable 
bodies paid almost no taxes. 


11, Communist policy in relation to Churches and Christian institutions is not 
‘uniform = in some places Communist officials have been friendly and Retene in other 
places markedly antagonistic. 


12. Money for Christian work has been sent to Communist areas in a good many 
cases through commercial transfers. It seems likely that this cannot continue." 


Conclusions: — "I believe that a Church with strong Chinese leadership and a well 


= cooperate wath laymen to work for the Kingdom. A paid ministry may not be able to 


function, but a Church emphasising < lay programme will have a good chance. We need 
a Church of witness, not a Church in retreat". E.P.S. Geneva 


me In his opening address for the Canterbury Diocesan Conference on July 12, 1949, 
‘ phe Archbishop .of Canterbury said: 


F "hatever may be said for or against Commumism as a social theory"...epolitical 

Communism is in its roots and in its fruits destructive of the Christian smctities 

of human life and hostile to the Christian faith. The Christian Church still exists 

an Rastern Europe and can: still preach the Gospel and administer the Satraments «= 

but on suffrance only and on the condition that it says and does nothing obnoxious to 

political regimes which are totalitarian... Not everything that Christians there want 
bO say or uphold is right and not everything that the political regimes want to say or 

do is wrong. But the system is evil: and its consequences are evil too. No end can 
Justify these means, and the end is as wijustifiable as the means, We do well to have 

in our prayers constantly those who suffer persecution and live in daily fear, and 


culties as in some places fees cannot be collected from studentse In edch school there 
is a Student Council, recognized by the Communist educational authority, ‘and this Coun- 


planned social ,rogramme has a bright future in China. We need men of faith and courage 


prpecialiy those whose sufferings are especially and specifically for the name of Christ. 
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We uphold religious liberty but we only do that as it is a part of that liberty which 
is the'right of the people. There is a long tale of Bishops, Clergy, Ministers and 
Jaymen, Catholic, Orthodox and Protestant, in these lands, who have suffered and are 
suffering. And at this time our prayers will be especially with the Christians of 
pzechoslovakia, Mgr Beran and his people in the threats which surround them, 


_ "It is natural in this connection to think of China. There the line of demarcation 
are not so firmly or so finally dram. There are many Chinese Christians who deeply 
believe that out of the turmoil may in God's providence come gain and not loss, con= 
struction and not destruction. They are convinced of their duty and their opportunity 
to give their witness freely to the Christian verities and their service as Christians 
‘to the working out of China's future. And in that same spirit many Western missionaries 
are staying at their work ready to give all that they can. In this bird's eye view = 
and in our prayers - these Chinese Christians must have a special place. 


and one'other special group I would mention, The tragic situation in the Holy Land, 
as all know, has taken and is taking a terrible toll in human suffering. The vast num- 
ber of refugees living in appalling conditions, are an enduring source of anxiety am 
sympathy. But one section of the community does not receive the attention it deserves 
mn our anxieties and prayers ~ that is the Christian conmmunity’in and of the Holy Land... 
le have a special duty to succour our Christian bretliren there, to have them in our 
ayers and to endeavour by all means to maintain the Christian comunities of the Hoy 
a in conditions of safety and freedom". E.P.S>e GENEVA 


GREAT BRITAIN Meeting of the World Presbyterian Alliance 


A meeting of the World Presbyterian Alliance Executive Committee was held in July 
4-6 in Cambridge. This Alliance is a union of the Reformed and Presbyterian Churches 
of the whole world, and represents some 40,000,000 Christians. 


One of the basic problems faced by the Committee was that of the Reformed position 
within the World Council of Churches, It wastrue "that the recrudescence of the con 
fessional spirit in recent years‘is a danger to the whole ecumenical movement." Re- 
formed churchmen stated, however, that, although "conscious of the treasures bequeathed 
them by their forbears, they had no intention whatsoever of launching out into a narrow 
vonfessionalism, and that they were prepared to be enriched by the faith of Christians 
Longing to other traditions." 


_ Regarding the Younger Churches, the Presbyterian Alliance declared its desire to 
mcourage those Younger Churches of Reformed origin to persevere in the way of a'ren 
groupment of Christian forces, thus becoming "nited Churches" in which Reformed, Con— 
gregationalists, Methodists and even Anglicans might find a new spiritual home, 


The Executive Committee has issued the following statement: ‘Never has it been 

hore urgent that all Churches cf the Reformed family should tighten the bonds existing 
etween them. Several of our Churches are engaged in a terrible struggle with the for- 
Ces of materialism; others see their spiritual independence endangered by restrictive 
measures; others again are in an extremely critical material situation, It is essential 
wnat we should bear these burdans together.... Nor can we forget the responsibilities 
hich are ours within the ecumenical movement. We must once more transform into reality 
the full significance of our faith, and truly realise the essential elements of the 
teformed and Presbyterian tradition, Them only shall we be able to bring a genuine 
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“contribution to the Church Universal, amd to be enriched by the faith and piety of 
Christians of other communions.' E.P.S. Geneva 


Meeting of the World Lutheran Federation 


The Executive Committee of the World Lutheran Federation met in Oxford from 
July 16-19. It adopted two resolutions, one on the refugees, the other regarding 
‘Bishop Ordass, and also issued the following Message: 


Message: "The 1949 session of the Executive Committee of the Lutheran World Federation 
is being held in a year in which the world is undergoing revolutionary changes. In 
this situation we wish te join our voices with the statement issued recently by. the 
Central Committee of the World Council of Churches protesting against the stern res 
‘pressions to which totalitarian governments are subjecting Christianity in our time. 


a "Christians cannot escape from the tumult of these days but Christians need not 
be overwhelmed by it. We believe that the mighty hand of God is in and under all the 
upheavals. We hold fast our faith that the fate of Churches and nations is firmly in 
His hands. He has power to bring His will to pass « 


"Nevertheless, the Church of God cannot keep silence when the liberty of men is 
mdangered as it is today, There can be no compromise with any effort to onganize a 
social order that infringes upon the individual freedom and the personal responsibility 


~~ 


of human beings created in the likeness of God and redeemed by His Christ. 


"No State ought to be respected and obeyed which attempts to usurp the sovereign 
‘power of the Most Highs No educational System can be tokrated which nvilifies the 
‘rights and obligations of parents in the education of their ow Children. No political 
system can be endured which curtails the freedom of the Churches to proclaim and prac- 
tice the Gospel or which seeks to exploit their preaching and worship for political ends. 


"We solemnly remind the statesmenand governments of our generation that the will 
of God as set forth in His holy commandments is the only foundation of social and pow 
litical justice and that it dare not be flouted. Peace in human society arid among the 


Gom cannot exist within a political system which refuses to concede that loyalty to God 
Precedes all earthly loyalties, 


"The Church of Christ in this world is ever exposed to the danger of pressure and 
Persecution and indeed God has often permitted His Church to suffer in order to purify 
and strengthen its life, However, we affirm our unshakable conviction that God in the 
nd will break any tyrannies at whose hand He permits His Church to be afflicted and 


"We exhort all Christian congregations and all individial Christians to remember 
ith confidence that His wrd shall not return wmto Him void, but shall prosper in the 
hing whereunto He has sent it,# 


efugeess The Executive Committee of The Lutheran World Federation reaffirms its deep 


cern for the more than twelve million refugees who are still homeless in central 
Op@e We'call upon all the member Churches of our Federation to join whole-heartedly 


lations cannot be achieved by regimes which ignore the eternal laws of God. True free~ 


Nh a united, strenuous effort to give their aid and hope. The need is so vast and impe~ — 
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rative that no Lutheran Church is too small or remote for its contribution of prayers, 
personnel and funds to be unimportant. 


"The Executive Committee of The Lutheran World Federation earnestly requests inter 
ational action, looking toward the resettlement of the distressed expellees and ree 
fugees. It further authorizes the officers of the Federation and its Division of Re» 
gees to bend every effort to secure the inclusion of this problem in the grand stra 
begy of European reconstruction, especially through the activities of the office of 
furopean Economic Cooperationo" 


uishop Ordass: "The Executive Comlittes of The lutheran World Federation is meeting 
under a deep shadow of sadness because of the unjust trials and afflictions which our 
honored vice-president, Bishop Lejos Ordass of Budapest, Hungary, has suffered since 
this Committee met last year. In spite of the inquiry and remonstrance which we ad- 
Gressed to the government of his nation in September, 1940, Bishop Ordass was convicted 
m fraudulent charges two months later. We know that his sole offence was that he 
Served God'rather than man. He refused to yicld to demands that would have weakened 
the Church, particularly by lessening Chrisiian influence on the minds of the young. 

We have a thorough knowledge of the case of Bishop Ordass and we testify to our complete 
pnfidence in his intregrity, The Lutheran Churches of the world remember this . ‘+ 
‘oic Christian with affection and in constant prayer! E.P.S. Geneva 


Religious Education of Christian Children 


' The chairman of the evens ‘Inter-IMission Council, Dr... Morrison, sent the following 
information to EPS: 


' here are two different systems of government education in Egypt ~ on the one hand, 
‘the primazy and secondary schools, which may lead on to a University course, 2d on the 
other, the so-called 'compulsory! schools which the majority of childre: attend, and 
which do not normally lead on to a higher course of education. Whereas in all these 
schools there has aziways been provision for the teaching of Islam to the Muslim pupils, 
the government has hitherto forbidden Christian teaching to Christian pupils in the !com 
pulsory! schools, and has allowed it in the primary and secondary schools only where the 
Christian pupils in a class number fifteen or more, and themselves ask for it. 


_ At an interview on April 20, 1949 H.E. Ali Ayoub Bey, the Minister of Education,announced 
his desire, to make a radical change in government policy by insisting that every child in 
the country be given instruction in his own faith. He expressed his intention of appoint~ 
ing a Committee of officials of the Ministry of Education to study the proposal, and he 
explained that the motive in his mind was to combat subversive leftist tendencies. 


On learning of this change of polic.,, the Committee of Liaison between the Communities 

In Egypt decided that every effort should be made to secure agreement between the various 
Christian communities on the preparation and use of a common syllabus of Christian t each~ 
ing which would be acceptable to’them all. A repr sentative conference of Christian 
eachers was convened on June 27, which endorsed the priaciple of an agreed syllabus and 
pointed a sub-comnittee to work on its preparation and it was also asked to be respon= 
ible for arranging courses in religious educaticn for Christian teachers in public schools. 


ini ties are equally convinced of the importance of an agreed syllabus. Should a common 
tine of action be ultimately achieved this would be one of the most significant acts of 
Cooperation between the Catholic, the Orthodox, the Anglican and the -vangelical Churches. 
e E.P.S. Geneva 


There are still some difficulties in the way, as not all the heads 6f the Christian com- 


ee OE Fe 


iG 
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The World Christian Youth Commission se eal 


The progress in cooperation among Christian youth was considered at the recent | 
meeting of the’World Christian Youth Coumission,being held in Lausanne 16-22 of July. 
The Commission, consisting of representatives from five different world organisations | 
working among youth, reported the growth of ecumenical Christian youth organs in dif. 
‘ferent parts of the world. It also discussed the work’ still to be done and dealt es- 
pecially with the situation among the industrial youth, which the Churches and organi 4 
‘sations largely have failed to reach. A large plan for study andaction in this’field 
was launched and recommended to the participating bodies for their Consideration, to de 
‘be effectuated in the local and national situations. Especial emphasis was put on the 
‘necessity of getting the Christian workers in industry to take part in this plan, which | | 

} 


will deal with the special problems facing the Christian forces in an era of technical 
development. : 


The World Christian Youth Commission was formed last year as a continuation of the a | 
‘cooperation leading up to the World Conference of Christian Youth in Oslo in 1947; which 
was sponsored by the World Council of Churches, The World's Alliance of Y.M.C.A.s, The 
World's ¥.W.C.A., the World!s Student Christian Federation and the World Council of 
/Christian Education, The Commission, consisting of six representatives from each of el 
‘the participating bodies, is supposed to coordinate efforts and initiative new action 
in the field of Christian youth cooperation. The members of the Commission ‘this year 
e from seventeen different countries and over half of them were under 30 years of 


In its discussion the Commission also faced the new development in Asia‘and re- | 
 Commerided that an enlarged meeting of the Commission be held in’Asia in 1952, dealing “| 
primarily with the task of forming a united Christian strategy in Asia. The enlarged | 
meeting is supposed to consist of 150 delegates, one third of whom are coming from Asia. 4 
The final programme is to be considered at the next ordinary meeting of the Commission, | 
_ being held in Toronto next summer in connection with the World Convention of the World 
Council of Christian Education, ‘al 


. C.W-Li from China was re~elected as chairman of the Commission, and Adeolu Adegbola, 
Nigeria; Marika Klosterman, Nebherlands; Christopher Rheins, Germany and Howell Wilkins 
from the United Christian Movement in America were elected vice-chairmen, E-P.S.Geneva 


. Dismantling of Churches in the Eastern Zone 


_ Competent ecclesiastical circles confirm reports appearing in the Press that work ee 
has been started in various localities of the Mark of Brandenbirg on the pulling~down of 
war—damaged but otherwise intact Evan:elical places of worship, in order that the buiid~ 

| 


ing materials thus obtained may be used elsewhere. The scheme effects the churches of 
four different places, and in four others it is intended to follow suite In a number of 
Cases, however, representations against plans for dismantling have been successful. 


One reason given for the dismantling of these churches is that while’on the one hand — 
t has proved impossible to reconstruct seriously-damaged church property, on the other 
building materials are needed for resettlement projects. Local authorities have also 

made use of such churches as have at present no pastor, owing to the’severe shortage of 
Clergy. No legal justification whatsoever exists for this procedure, of which the church | 
administration involved was not previously notified. E.P.S Geneva 
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ECUMENICAL PRESS SERVICE 


17, ROUTE DE MALAGNOU, GENEVA 
TEL. 54333  —‘ Telegr.: * OIKUMENE GENEVA" 


under the auspices of 


the WORLD COUNCIL of CHURCHES 
; the INTERNATIONAL MISSIONARY COUNCIL 
} the WORLD’S ALLIANCE of YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS 
f the WORLD’S YOUNG WOMEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION 
the WORLD’S STUDENT CHRISTIAN FEDERATION 
the WORLD COUNCIL OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
the UNITED BIBLE SOCIETIES 


’ The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the Churches 
and Christian movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 


| Mr. 31 Sixteenth Year September 9, 1949 


: 
_ NETHERLANDS Prayers for the Round Table Conférence 


The Ecumenical Council of the Netherlands has sent a message to its member Churches 
urging them to unite in prayer on the occasion of the opening of the Round Table Con= 
ference at the beginning of September at the Hague. At this conference Indonesian 
and Dutch delegations are seeking agreement on ways to implement the decisions con= 
cerning the new sovereign status of Indonesia and its future relations with the Nether- 

lands. 


The Message reads: 


"At the beginning of the Round Table Conference we are confronted by decisive de~ 
liberations between the Netherlands and Indonesia. 


"Tf successful this conference will put an end to old, political relations and 
usher in a new era cz? voluntary and equal co-operation of the two nations. With that 
: the royal promise of December 7, 1942, may find its ultimate fulfilment. 


"The time of transition led us along a too long and painful road. In human weak= 
ness we have to confess that we missed chmces and opportunities during that period, 
but at the same time we want to avow humbly in ovr poor efforts that God alone knows 
His time, 


"Baffled, in mournful perplexity and in mutual guilt we think of those who fell on 
both sides. 


"God alone knows what to do with all these apparentiy vain sacrifices. Only in an 
encounter with His eternal compassion are tears and suffering without embitterment. 


4 "For us thosé sacrifices must be an everlasting humiliation and a foundation for 
@ new beginning. 


"The Churches of the Netherlands unite in prayer that, after so many months of 
tension and struggle, the deliberations in the Hague may take place without bitter- 
“ness and in a spirit of reconciliation. 


"We believe that nothing can truly be successful in this world withoutfaith and 
prayer. We know even more that there are difficulties and tensions in this world so 
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laden with mistrust and so fierce in violence that they can only be overcome with the 
power of faith and prayer. 


"We confess that we have lacked this power all too much. Thereforé we appeal to 
he congregation to offer prayers of intercession for this conference. 


_ “We pray that a new disposition may bring recovery to damaged Indonesia; that a 
“spirit of true co-operation may grew for the welfare of Indonesia and the Netherlands; 
that also in the changed political situation the work of the Chuich and Mission may 

_ proceed in close feilowship, as a manifestation of the One, Holy, Universal, Christian 
Church. = For only within the shadow of the coming Kingdom is there true prosperity 
and peace for Indonesia. ~ 


| "We thus commit the future of Indonesia and the Netherlands to Him, who is the sole 
“Ruler; His Kingdom is unshakable. ™ E.P.S. Geneva 


"NETHERLANDS "Reformed Ecumenical. Synod" 


From August 8 to 19, 1949, a "Reformed Ecumenical Synod" was held in Amsterdam; 
‘Among the Churches participating were the Christian Reformed Church of the U.S. Ae, the 
“Reformed (Gereformeerde) Churches (Holland), several Reformed Churches from South 

® ica and the Reformed Caourch of Central. Java, There were also visitors from the 
National Asscciation of Evangelicals and from the International Council of Churches. 


' The following decisions were taken? 


1, The Churches are advised not to apply for membership of the World Council of 
etusdhes, the International Councii. of Churches or the National Association of Evangel- 
icals. 


20 An International Committee is appointéd to study the ecumenical organisations. 
This Committee will report to the next Synod, in 1953. 


_ 3. A memorandum dealing with the objections against the World Council of Churches 
1 be sent to the Netherlands Ecumenical Council, with a copy to the World Council 
f Churches. 


4, An International Reformed Missionary Council will be constituted, to study and 
ropagate Reformed missionary principles and to advise the Churches in their missionary 
work, This Council will have one full-time secretary and will meet in conference 
every five years. 


50 The next Reformed Ecumenical Synod will be held dh Edinburgh in 1953. 
E.P.S. Geneva 


international Students Conference 
More than 1s0 Celegates from over 30 countries attended the General Committee meet-— 


“ang of the World's Student Christian Federation held at the Ontario Isdies0ollege, 
Whitby, Canada from August 9 to 22. 


passed a resolution reading: 


_ together because they are separated at the central acts of worship by the division of 


The disunity of the Churches was one of the tle mes discussed by the delegates. They 


"The members of this fellowship are unable to realize the fultness of Christian life 
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she Churches in which they are rooted. We are ashamed before men by our divisions, 
‘and feel a profound restlessness of the Spirit driving us to work for the reunion of 
the Churches." 


This student gathering naturally studied the particular problems of student life 
today, and found that a surprising number of them were common to all countries. "We 
‘know from working experience that a sense of traditional community based on a common 
philosophy is dying, dead or stilleborn." In that situation there is need for a living, 
perehtpping and witnessing community. 


This interest was further focussed on the structure of the university itself. "We 
meee st God has a specific purpose for the university in the world today, and that 
Christians, both students and professors, must seek to understand that purpose and en- 
able the univérsity to fulfil it." But the universities of the world, and students in 

“every country, do nob live in a vacuum. They are involved in the world struggle of 
sour day. "The Christian enters this struggle believing that God shapes and controls 
history to His glory; but Christian men can bestow a blessing or a curse upon.the 
‘period of history in which they live." The background ofthe whohke meeting wae, 

the Christian meaning df history, upon which the new General Secretary gave the open-~ 
ing address. Daily Bible studies on the First Epistie of Peter were led in succession 

5 the student delegates themselves and had a profound effect upon the whole discussion, 
since they brought into prominence the specific characteristics of any hope in the pre- 
sent waeid struggle which can rightly be cake od Christian. 


: New Officers were chosen, ths Chairman Drv Robert Mackie, an Associate General Sec~ 
retary of the World Council of Churches, was elected Chairman of the Federation and 


M. Philippe Maury, of France, General. Secretary. E.P.S. Geneva 
LATIN AM@RICA First Latin American Evangelical Conference 


In Buenos Aires native lea:ters of Protestant Churches located in 15 Latin American 
‘countries met from July 18-30 to hold a study conference under the auspices of eight 
regional Evanzelical councils (see EPS No.lo). 


"The most representative Latin American Evangelical conference yet held", was the 
comment given by Dr. Jorge F. Wenzel, executive secretary of the River Plate Church 
‘Federation. Twenty denominations were represented among the 7o delegates and official 
visitors, nearly ali of whom were Latin American nationals. Approximately one-third 
of all the participants were Methodists, The other Churches represented were Presbyt- 
erian, Baptist and Waldensian. 


The Argentine Government sent a plain-clothes member of the Federal Police to wite 
ness the conference deliberations, 


The inaugural message was given by Dr. John A. Mackay, president of Princeton Semi- 
Mary and of the International Missionary Council, Dr. Mackay pointed out how the Pro» 
testant work in Latin America had grown from a missionary enterprise to a network of 
in egenous Churches with capable native leaders. 


_ Officially representing the World Council of Churches was Dr. Marc Boegner, one of 
its presidents, Besides giving several morning devotional messages at the conference, 
Pastor Boegner addressed a public evening meeting speaking on "The Spiritual Broblem 
of the Ghutemporary World", . 


‘Tir. 31 = September 9, 1949 oA Gant 3 225 


Dr. Manuel Gutiéres Marin, Lutheran theologian and writer from Barcelona, represen~ i 
ted the Spanish Protestants. tl 


' The report on the present situation in Latin America and Protestantism's place in 
it, said that "four centuries of Roman Catholicism have not succeeded in giving our | 
people a Christian idea of life. The prevailing religious spirit is chiefly one of | 
forms and external... The Roman Catholic Church is ~ above all else watching out for | 
%s control over the governiients and its material interests. As a result, it is losing | 
the adherence of the people, which is becoming indifferem, if not hostile, towards | 
religion; only a small part of the population are conscientious, practicing Cathuiieseo 


"Despite the isolated efforts which the Roman Church has been making lately, ignor- | 
ance of Bible teaching is very great, ever: aming cultured people... The void left by i 
Roman Catholicism leads to a religious negative attitude on a large scale: intellecte : 
wals and students boast of their scepticism and labourérs give themselves over to mate- 


In justification of the work of the Protestant Chutches in Latin America, the re~ 
dort states: "We do not hesitate to declare that the DvangelLical Churches scattered 

roughout Latin America are effective bulwarks against tie spread of materialistic and i 
remist ideologies". The report concludes by saying'’that "the presence of Evangelical | 


of the Disciples of Christ Church in Argentina, attention was called to "the ever greater 
participation of women in social business and political activities in Latin America". 


In the closing hours of the meetings, it was’decided toe give it the official title | 
of "First Latin American Evangelical Conference", and tentatively to schedule a similer 
one in 1954. E.P.S. Geneva 


The Youth Conference of the Aitiance of Reforuse Churchss 


. | 
About So young people from 15 countries met at Montpeilier, France, for the first | 
youth conference under the auspices of the Alijance from August Zc~30, 1949. The pro= ) 
ramme’consisted of talks on the Reformed Doctrine ot the Scriptures by Frof. Jean 

| 


dier, the Reformed Dectrine of the Church by Pastcr Noltensmeier of Vienna, Pres= | 
yterian Youth and the Ecumenical. Movement by Pastor Pradervand, Secretary of the | 
Jiiance, and on the Task of Christian Young People by Prof, Gerstner of the United 

States of America. The discussions which follcwed these addresses showed a keen inter~ 
est and lively concern on the part of the young people. 


ing the persecution of French Protestants. These visits were to the Tour de Constance, 
the scene of the imprisoument of many women, among them Marie Durand,whose famous "Rex 
Bistez", carved in stone,was an inspiration to the Resistance Movement in the last war; 


. 
2 * Z : . s . = | 
One of the main interests of the conférence was the visite paid to scenes commemorat= 
| 
| 
‘to the Musée de Desert which comwemorates the hercvic period of the pexsecution, and to . 


_ The responsibility of the Reformed Churches within the Zeunenical Movemens was widely ~ 
recognised, while the impextance of young peop’.s being clear abowt the doctrinal position | 
of their own church was equally stressed. E.P.o. Geneva 4 
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Moscow Patriarch's Reply 


Reuter's representative in Moscow, Mr. Donald Dulles, recenhly submitted to Patri- ei! 
arch Alexius of Moscow and All Russia, supreme head of the Russian Orthodox Church, | 
three written questions, which the Patriarch has answered in a special supplement to ul 
the latest isste (No. 4, 1949) of the Moscow Patriarchate's periodical. The answer, “Il 
dated August 1, runs as follows: . . | 


_ "In answer to your letter to me of July 21, 1949, ‘in connection with the announce- 
ment from Istanbul of a decision by the Oecumenical Patriarch, Metropolitan Athenagoras, 
to deci‘ee the excommunication from the Orthodox Church of all supporters of Communism, * 
I deem it necessaxy to give you the following answer: 


"Question 1: Were you infamed of the Oecumenical Patriarch's decision to issue 
such a decree? . 
Question 2: What will be the Russian Orthodex Church's reaction to his so doing?" 


"Answer: Nothing whatever is known to me and the Synod of the Russian Orthodox 
Church concerning any decision by the Oecumenical Patriarch to decree the excommuni- il 
eation from the Orthodox Church of supporters of Communism. Nor can we and the Synod | 
indeed admit the idea that sucu a decision could be taken by an Orthodox Patriarch, | 
is it is a radical contradiction of the fundamental principles underlying the Orthodox 
istian creed. 


"Question 38 Is tire, in your visw, a conflict between loyalty to the Soviet State 
and loyalty to the Russian Orthodox Church?" il 


"Answer: T6 this question there is only. 6ne possible answer: Not only is thee no 
snah conflict, but there never could be one, if our faithful people hold by the true i 
meaning of the Gospel's commandments and the Apostles. * legacies to posterity." . i 

E.P.®. Geneva | 


_ FRANCE International Congress of Youth for Christ : 


The Youth for Christ Movement, which in five years has spread to 55 nations, from i 
August 13 to 21 held in Cannes its International Congress of 200 delegates from 14 i 
untries. The delegates unanimously voted to help one another in the evangelisation i 
af Europe, and to hold a world evangelism congress in Buussels in August 1950. | i 


‘The Mayor of Cannes, M. Antoni, said in his speech of welcome to the delegates, "You 
have found out the real way of overthrowing international barriers, through love for 
‘One another. And we welcome you with all our hearts, you who come singing a hymn and 
“carrying a cross instead of byronet and rifle." 


"The supreme desire of the Church", stated the President, Dr. Robert A. Cook, of 
vhicago, in his message of inauguration, "is still the evangelisation of the world. 
‘Youth for Christ! is one of the most important evangelistic movements of the present 
time, but so far we have no more than skimmed the su face." 


Plans for 1949-50 were. worked out during the meetings, and include large-scalé i 
mpaigns, national youth congresses held in collaboration with all the Churches, the 
aining of leaders and teams, and individual evangelism. E.P.S. Geneva en | 


tt e 31 = September 9, 1949 ro 227 


Response of the Hanover Evangelical Week of 
1949 to the Mayence Catholic Assembly of 1948 


' At its closing meeting on July 1949, the German Evangelical Week held in Hanover 
(see EPS Nr. 22) issued the following "Message to Catholic Christendom"; 


_ "Those taking part in the 1949 German Evauge’.ical Week in Hanover have heard the 
message of the Gérman Catholic Assembly in Mayence to ‘the separated brethren! (see 
EPS Nr. 40/1948), and would express their gratitude far it. 


- Te is still one of the difficulties of Christendom as a whole that the serious- 
mess of the struggle to attain to Divine truth leads us in separate ways. All that 
to our honour is that the grace and forgiveness cf Jesus Christ rest upon His whole 


"We are confident that our ways, even though they be separate, lead towards ‘the 
One Who says, 'I am the Way, the Truth and the Life.! 


_ “We know that we are all called to the service of our people, in succession to 

our Lord Jesus Christ, the shepherd and bishop of our souls. We beseech the Lord that 
|may ever be fovrid together in such brotherly service. We pray God that He will 
‘bless this service and bless the witness borne by the Church of Jesus Chtist. Wé pray 
for the peace of the whole world, with all them that wait upon the Lord, saying, 


"© come, Lord Jesus'.  E.P.S. Geneva 
SWEDEN Madvid Bans Delegation to Baptist Congress 


The Spanish youth delegation expected in Stockholm at the beginning of August, 
together with 1350 others from 22 different countries were unable to come to take 


part in the discussions of the World Congréss of Baptist Youth there. The Spanish 
a 


Government refused them their exit permits. E.P.9. Geneva 


Plea for Prophetic Criticism 


Dr. Weizmann, President of the State of Israel, in Jerusalem recently invitéd the 
two Chief Rabbis of Israel "to assume the office of the Jewish prophets of old, 
freely and openly criticising the Government and the President whenever this is 

: E.P.S. Geneva 


Strasbourg Service for the Council of Europe 


, An official service in honour of the first meeting of the Council of Europe has 
been held in the Church of St. Thomas, Strasbourg. It wes organised in a spirit of 

ecmmerical fellowship by the Lutheran Directorate and the Reformed Synod, in consul- 

tation with Bishop Chambers of the Church of England. Pastor J. Heitz in his sermon 
dwelt on the Amsterdam Assembly's discussion: themes on man's dis rder ard God's designe 


"In holding such a service," said Pastor Heitz, "the Church has no idea of mingling 
the temporal with the spiritual: he one thought is that since God, in Christ Jesus, 
took as His own thé sufferings of men, she has no right to pass over their efforts". 
God, he went on, was on the side of those men of good will who were doing their best 
to combat this disorder, He had a plan covering all mankind - "the people are gathered 


antes G 
oe 
ir. 31 - September 9, 1949 onl Toms ; 238 


gether, and the kingsdoms, to serve the Lord’ (Ps. 102, xxii). Was not that warning 
enough to beware of any policy relying on blocs, whether Western, or European, or anys 
thing else, whose result could only be to set at variance men who could only be wholly 
One under the law of the Lord? What really mattered was not the work of construction, 
ut the aim and the spirit of that werk. E.P.S. Geneva 


Catholic and Protestant Speak at the ‘Rencontres Internat ionafies' 


For the fourth set of Rencontres Internationales now being held in Geneva, the thane 
\dopted has been "Towards a New Humanism." Among the speakers and guests are scientiests, 

losophers, including existentialists and Commnists, men of letters and so forth, The 

ganisers of the discussions asked two theologians, Prof. Karl Barth of Basle and 

fr. Maydieu, the French Dominican thinker, to speak on "The Contemporary Relevance of 

the Christian Message," as part of the programme for the discussions. 


_ One striking fact in ewidensce at this meeting was the fundamental unity of the Cathol- 
ic and Protestant positions as regards facing the outside world, This unity was demon- 
ted both in the opening statements of the two speakers and in the public discussions 
ch followed, in which among those taking part wore Dr. Visser ‘t Hooft, General Sec- 
ary of the ‘World Council of Churches, Prof. Kraomer, Datesbar of the Ecumenical Insti- 
le of Bossey, Prof. J. Courvoisier of the Theological Faculty of Geneva, end others. 


Prof. Barth said that the Christian me.sage was the messags7o* God's humanism. It: 
d be false to see in it a closed ideological, system: it was first and foremost a 
fitness concerriing the Incarnation of Christ as an event, and it demanded of man a per= 
sonal responses 


Fr. Maydicu, saying that the Werd cf God had always to pass through the'words of 
men, so tlat it was for the Church to provide the interpretation necessary, added, "The 
Church is, in the first place, a mystery." At this point Prof. Barth got vp to shake 
Fr, Maydieu by the hands 


In the discussion, Dr. Visser 't Hooft emphasised that the very fact of sesking a 

w humanism marked the bankruptcy of the old. The revolt of the masses raises the prob 
dem in another context. The encouraging fact of our time was the new encounter between 
mnristianity and humanism. There was no universality outside Christianity. 


Ol ace was the most Tistieie message of all. BPS. Geneva 
Christian We rk in Communiss Areas 


; Wheat is the positipm todey regarding church work in China? How far are Churches and 
fissions there being hindered in their activities? These questicns are answered ina 
Mission Report from Shanghai published by Religious News Sexvice of New York on August 


Dy. 


. 


ihe “The position as regards Christian work’in Communistedominated China is not, t stabes, " | 


rely rosy, Missionaries are, however, finding much less friction ssa was antici- 
ed. dIn’generel, things are move difficwlt in the smaller localities’ thus in one 
11 town, not mentioned ty name, the holding of services is dembsadon and in antes a 
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“likewise unnamed, "people are having to hide their Bibles." 


The statement has been made repeatedly from Communist quarters that freedom of be- 
f will continue, though this applies also to the right to believe nothing, and the 
ight openly to pppose religion. It is reported from North China that anti-religious 
opposition is "particularly evident". 


t There is no mention in the report of “major interference" with Christian work, but 
although it is "generally optimistic in tane,"' it is expressly stated that "we need 
prayers for the faith of Christian workers." 


It is reported from various cities that the municipal authorities have "borrowed" 
parts of buildings belonging to missions for their own uses Thus the treasurer of the 
Southern Baptist Mission, Dr. Frank H. Connely, relinquished, by arrangement with the 
Foreign Affairs Bureau, a number of buildings in Shanghai University for use as train- 
ing centres for 7oo students who “volunteered to serve in a political and administra- 


ers corps which will go southwards with the Communist Army". 


Bible courses and similar plans for the summer months were being carried on in 
Various places. Shanglai and St. John's Universities were able to "carry out their 
ecial courses during the summer as usual”, By reason of restrictions on travel, it 
only been possible to nold regional and local meetings of the various Christian 
organisations. The most important of these was the annual meeting. of the Nanking 
Christian Council, which was attended by loo delegates, including representatives of 
‘four new member-Churches. Under the auspices of the Council, a six-week Christian lay- 
training course and a school.children's meeting were also organised, at the latter of 
which a closer union was planned between the youth movements of Nanking. The National 
Christian Council was able to extend the scheme begun three years ago for a Bible- 
reading fellowship te strengthen its preaching work. The Christian Literature Society 
of China was aiming at an expansion of its work, and is at present particularly con- 
cerned to increase its membership. 


Finally, a nine-week course has*':cen held in Shanghai for those pastors who by 

son of the poverty of their parishes are’ obliged to work for théir living. They 
rere trained in weaving, soapmaking, baking, ‘basket~work and so on, i.e» in home handi= 
crafts not requiring any expensive equipment. Pastor Wang of Shanghai is already earn- 
ing his living as a soapmaker, in addition to his activities as a free preacher in a 
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number of Churches. The handicrafts course was organised with the help of the China 


ey 
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branch of Church World Service. E.P.S. Geneva 
A i ; 

GERMANY A Challenge from the Confessing Church 
. 

* "The Confessing Church stands again't is the title of a bock recently published, 


which contains challenging essays by, among others, Professor Hans Iwand and D: Martin 
Niemdller. Dr. Nieméller writes, "I could not tell you how often during the last few 
months I have thought of that saying of St. Paul's addressed to the Churches in Galatia, 
Ye did run well; who did hinder you that ye showld not obey the truth?! Apparently 
once again all we wart is security. Anybody engaging in conversation with a Social 
‘Democrat or two is suspect; anybody talking to Communists as if they were human beings 
to whom the Gospd. is addressed is beyond theyale; 'Christianity' is becoming once more 


the EXD we find the words 'Confessing Church! tucked away.... and it is hard to find 


‘practically the equivale:: of a bourgeo*s society looking at the past. In the constitution 
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A New Roman Catholic Approach to Religious Liberty 


In a chronicle of religious life appearing in the September number of 'Etudes!', 
Paris, in which he analyses the resolution on religious liberty adopted by the Cates: 
tral Committee of the World Council of Churches at its meeting in Chichester in July 
(see EPS No.29), Father Robert Rouquette, S.J., endeavours to get at the reason why 
this declaration "shows no explicit sympathy for the persecuted Catholic Church." 


Among the reasons for this attitude on the part of the World Council, Fr. Rou- 
quette’ mentions the situation of Protestantism in Spain, "It is undeniable," he 
writes, "that Protestantism is in Spain to a large extent denied the religious frees 
dom" enjoyed by the various confessions in most Western States. "Legal intolerance 
appears today as an archaic phenomenon of which only a few examples remain « almost 
all of them, incidentally, to be found in Protestant countries" (high official posts 
closed a Catholics in -nipeagreon bee impossible for the King of England to be a Cathol~ 
ic, etc. 


Even if "restrictions actually imposed on Spanish Protestants" have been exagger- 
ated... "their position presents the Catholic conscience with a problem impossible to 
evade, which entails very serious practical problems, of considerable urgency, for 
world Catholicism." 


"First and forenost, a painful dilemma of conscience. We must realise that the 
Spaniards ate only pushing to their extreme limit a number of principles admitted by 
the Catholic Church in the first half of the nineteenth century and not yet discarded 
in so many words. On the other hanc, in countries where the (Catholic) Church is per= 
secuted or outnumbered, Catholics do not hesitate to demand religious freedom in the 
name of the rights of conscience, We cannot but allow that our attitude is discon 
certing for non-Catholics.... Should we not make our choice between either stating the 
Superior and exclusive rights of revealed truth, in order to request préferential 
treatment... or, if we claim the benefits of this freedom of conscience, applying our- 
selves to considering it intellectualiy and to integrating it into our general doctrine 
of the relations between God and man?... There is in fact nothing which so alienates 
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men's minds from Catholicism in the countries with a Protestant majority as this quest» 
jon of the legal intolerance of ‘the explicitiy Catholic State.... The argument runs, 
That's what would happen here if we allowed the Catholics freedom to develop and the 


"It is possible to say that a definite stand regarding this question of legal tole» 
ance has been taken by the higher Catholic clergy?... Have not the Catholic proponents 
political intolerance come, in/our time, to an impasse because they dig themselves 
-upon the principle that truth has rights and error has none? But neither error nor 
cuth can have rights, as such. Onlx people can have rights. The question for us is 


ained in the act of faith entails for such people the moral possibility of falling 
anto error... Is it not possibie, while denouncing error qué ELT O;y to allow broad 
Tight cf individuals to seek truth at their own risk, even gives She danger of embrac~ 
ing error... collectively and sociologically? This question once answered, we can go 
on to touch on ancther problem - supposing we have an ideal Catholic State, ic@so a 
State composed of a huge majcrity’of believing Catholics determined to govern accord= 
g to the Christian social ethic, wovld it be cone of the charecteristics of sucha 
ate to prevent its citizens from falling into religious error?... The answer is not 


clear as has sometimes been claimed." 


‘ Fr. Rouquette closes by remarking that there is no cause for surprise se seeing 
such institutions as the World Council. of Churches "hesitate to display the slightest 
‘sympathy for persecuted Catholicism. None the less, it is one inspiration and one 
‘alone which breathes through Catholicism and the various tendencies represented by 
the Wortd Gouno! 1 of Churchess Catholicism and ecumenism meet to prociaim with one 
voice that the activity of the State is likewise subject to the moral. iaw and the 
judgment cf the Church." E.P.5. Geneva 
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_UNIT=D STATES 1949. Yearbock of American Chursnes 


The 1949 issue of the “sarbeok of American Churches has appeared, giving upto~ 
te information on every religious denomination: in the United States and Canadae 


eral Figures 2 The latest figures indicate that the total church membership in 
“USA is about 76,000,000. In round numbers, there are 45,000,000 Protestants, 
slonging to more than 250 sepereey and independent church bodies; 25,000,0c0 Roman 
tholics; 5,000,000 Jews, and 1,000,000 Eastern Orthodox. 


‘Protestant Church Members: Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert, general. secretary of the Federal 
jouncil, writing in a foreword to the new Yearbook, said that 97 per cent of all church 
Members were found on the rolis of the 50 largest denominations, whiie nine denomina~ 
tional families embraced 80 per cent of all Protestants. These nine groups were Metho- 
dist, Baptist, Lutheren, Presbyterian, Reformed, Disciples, Episcopal, Congregational 
and the Evancelical United Brethren, 


reased memberships Dr. Cavert said more Americans = more than one in two = were now 
rch members than at any time in hist orys He pointed out that 150 years ago, only 
one person in 15 was a church member, and observed that the annual rate cf increase 

running slightly ahead of the nation's population. "On the surface at least", he 
id, "the United States appears to be a religious country". 
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Di : between the Size of Churches and their Influence on American Life: There 
isa wide discrepancy between church membership and church-going in Ame ica. Dr. Cavert 
pointed out that recent surveys of typical communities indicated that on any Sunday ~ 
except Easter » only 30 per cent of those on church rolls attended a service. "Any 
yhoughtful observer would detect a disturbing discrepancy between the size of Churches 
and their influence on American life," he commented, 


versity in Religion: According to Dr. Cavert, the great diversity in religion in 
U.S.A. springs primarily from two factors: diversity of population and emphasis 
On religious liberty. "The various mignations from the old world to the new brought 
religious traditions with them", he said. "All of the divisions found in all of the 
countries of Eurepe were domesticated in a single nation". 


; As the first half of the twentieth century drew to a closé, the stitess has shifted 
from Christian individuality to Christian solidarity. "Today", he said, "there is a 

Miller recognition of the great central convictions of the faith which the Churches 

pola in common". This was reflected, not only in a growth of co-operative endeavour 

through the Federal Council and 7oo councils of Churches in local communities, but 

also a) ul), union. 


Shur h Unions: In the past 40 years, Dr. Cavert said, there have been 14 unions. 

ig the mdést important of these wake the merger of three bodies to form the Methow 
agape Lape union of in, mh and the gmat Brethren, and the recently 

“Be P.S. Geneva 

UNITED STATES Religious Broadcasting Shift to Television 

The next five years will bring a major shift in religious broadcasting from rae 


dio to television, according to the Rev. Everett C. Parker, director of program and 
production for the Protestant Radio Commission, 
rf ‘ 


Parker addressed the fourth annual University of Chicago Religious Radio Workshop, 
tended by clergymen, church execvtives and ledders in religious radio from the 
Mited States, Canada, South America;>. and Burma. 


Stressing the “phenomenal development" of television, Parker said’ “Already ex- 
pert forecasters look upon’radic as obsolete although there are scim 2,700 radio sta~ 
ui ous in the United States, and sets in 94,2 per cent of the homes in U.S.A." 


4 He urged religious forecs to wrk "fast and furiously, not only to get in on the 
ground floor, but alse to develep the skills to keep pace with the spectacular growth 
f television as a new art as well as a new medium", 


Parker reported that the Protestant Radio Commission, representing Protestants 
in nineteen denominations and cight interdenominational agencies, had formuiated prow 
gram plans for the najor television networks, E.P.5. Geneva 


Anglican Report P, Proposed Or- 
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_ganic Union with United Church 


A recommendation that organic union be the 'final goai! of unity discussions new 
sing conducted with the United Ghurch of Canada was made in a report presented to the 
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3 "General Synod of the Church of England, meeting in Halifax, N.S., on August 26. 


The report said that this did not mean organic union was close at hand, but it 
irged that various problems involved should be faced "as fully and frankly as possible". 


The committee stated that some problems would have to be dealt with, in the main 
separately, either by the Church of England or the United Church.” One problem affect= 
ing the latter group was the form of ministry in a merged Church, while another, which 
' Anglicans must face, was how far the authority of the bishop, in view of the functions 

_ which have been traditionally assigned to him, could be combined with the conciliar 
-_systen, characteristic of Churches like the United Church of Canada. 


' 


, 
Fi Another problem which Anglicans must meet, according to the report, is how far can 
_ clergy and laity be given a real and effcchive voice, especially in the matter of sex 
~ lecting persons to be ordained to the ministry. 


"Your ccimhittes," the report said, "feels that definite progress toward interm 

}. vena and, ultimately, a full uniori, will follow when we are all assured that there 
iis not only an agreement as to the aaostiol ‘ic faith contained in the Scriptures and ex- 
Pressed in the Apostles! and Nicene creeds (even though there is admittedly a diffe- 
fence of practice in the use of such doctrinal formularies), but also a substantial 

_ @ecord on: the doctrine of the Church and the place of the ministry 


"In the meantime, valuable work may be done in the removal of misunderstandings 
‘current in each body ccncerning the other, and the promotion of such friendly inter- 
course and cooperaticn as may be possible without any violation of principle". 


"Your Committee belierss that these Churches will grow together as their thembers, 
both clerical and lay, become aware of the large measure of existing agreement, under- 
stand more fully the causes of the separation, recognize thei: own share in the sin of 
schism, and appreciate more justiy the principles and practices far which each Church 


_ has contended", E.P.S. Geneva 
 GEALANY Christian Construction Communities 


a 
” Among the recoiiuendations of the Hamburg Refugee Conference, organised by the 
Refugee Division of the World Council of Churches (see EPS No.9) was a suggestion for 
the establishment of "construction communities" cr "associations". At a meeting held 
in Frankfurt/Main in August for representatives of the Evangelical Land Churches and 

_ the e¢clesiastical relief organisations, with Oberkirchenrat Otto Fricke, D.D., in the 
Masts, it was decided that church assistance in getting expellees from the East and 
church members now homeless as a result of the war suitably settled should be carried 
out in a uniform manner in the form of these "construction7?commnunities." 


i 


Meanwhile, construction communities have already started their activities in due 

_ form in the various Linder of the Western Zones, with church authorities working in 
conjunction with industrial and other circles, It is hoped that on the basis of dis- 

_ cussions now going on the German coal mining industry may empower them to effect workers! 
settlements in these construction communities. 


At the Frankfurt meeting a resolution was drawn up by which the Land Church ad- 


erations were among those appealed to to give up some of their property for settles _ 
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ment purposes. In addition, a joint body comprising delegations from ail. the church 
_ accomodation and settlement organisations is to be formed, to represent these organi~ 
_ sations both within the Church and in matters concerning the general public. 
} E.P.S. Geneva 


_ GERMANY Traini f Missi Les 

: G. _ Hraining of Missiora ries 

The German Evangelical Miséionary Assembly, the general conference of all mise 

_ Ssionary associations in Germany, this year met in Hermannsburg from July 23 to 27, in 
conjunction with a meeting of the German Evangelical Missionary Council. 


A report published in this connection shows the deep coricern of the various mise 
sionary associations for the training of new mission workers, The liebenzell Mission 
Seminary, for instance, has at present 31 students and its Bible School 28 sisters, 
The Brecklum Mission has sent 5 seminarists to study at various Universities. 30 
mission workers in all are undergoing training in Hermannsburg. The North German 
Mission reports "an increasing number of young candidates for mission work.""" The 

_ Barmen Mission House has 38 seminarists, and there are in addition in Barmen 11 can= 
' didates for the German branch of the Basler Mission, Tho seminary which the women's 
_ branch of the Basler Missicn opened in 1948 in Stuttgart has at present 9 students 
_ are to complete their training in 1950. 


‘The Gossner Mission in Berlin is training 15 students of both sexes for mission 
work, and in Mayence an ecumenical students!’ home is in process of erection which 
will complement the work of the Gossner Mission. 17 students are being trained in 
the Berlin Mission House, recentiy desirous of providing a full theological curri~» 
culum. The Leipzig Mission House is training 43 seminarists for mission and churche 
work = "more entrants than the seminary has ever had in all its history". 42 mission 
students are being trained in Neuendettelsau, while the Eastern Women's Mission gives 


the number of its students as 21. . E.P.S. Geneva 
GERI ANY Appeal for Evangelical Lay Apostolate 


Dr. Reinold von Thadden, Chairman of the Presidential Committee elected by the 
German Evangelical Church Gathering, hes issued an appeal to Evangelical Jaymen in 
Germany to support the Church Gathering (see EPS No, 22) which is to take place in 
Essen in 1950, when it will be established as a permanent institution, 


"We look back in gratitude," runs the appeal, “"on’the fruitful. time we spent in 
Hanover, and give thanks to God for the blessing which, to many of us, He vouchsafed 
to this meeting of laymen from all over Germany. Many of the details are open to and 
indeed call for criticism.... But taken as a whole it was an immense success, in 


4 


to outside the provinse of the Church...» 


x "One thing was made clear in Hanover, and that was that withow! a sense among 
lay Christians that thy must share the work and the responsibility, nothing would be 
achieved in years to come. However important it may be to renew the pastorate and 
fit it out for its spiritual tasks, a mere 'pastors' church! finding no echo among the 
congregation will certainly be unequal to the labours required of the present genera= 
tion. Christians as a whole must be conscious of their apostolate, if we are not to 

_ be found wanting in the world to which we belong.” . 
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fact, an event in Church history, The doors were thrown wide open into a wrid hithere 
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} Dr. von Thadden then mentions that the important thing is now to make the experience 
garnered in Hanover fruitful throughout the nation. The forthcoming Evangelical Church 
Gathering in Essen in 1950 must, he declares, be prepared for with the utmost diligence 
om now on. An office to direct and co~ordinate the work is to be set up, with. autho= 
rity to create regional committees and local groups all over the country. 50,000 marks 
must be collected as quickly as possible, in order to enable the Presidential Committee 


to carry on its work. E.P.S» Geneva 
-TRELAND | “Anstordan" in Ireland | 


A conference of the Irish Churches was recently held in Belfast under the auspices 
‘of the United Council of Churches and Religious Communions in Ireland. This United 
Council, for almost thirty years, has been fostering ecumenical activity in Ireland. 


The conference was attended by hundred manbers of six denominations. It was divide 
ed into four sections which studied what the reports of the Amsterdam Assembly meant 
for the Churches of Ireland. Four sessions were devoted to Bible study which was 
related to the subjects ofthe differént sections, Daily worship was according to 
the traditions of Anglican, Methodist, Presbyterian and Quaker bodies. 


" There were four public meetings and at the final public meeting each section pree 
ted its report without any debate or discussion, These reports are being published 
ith study material for use throuchout the Churches this coming winter. 


There was a Youth Section to which 20 people were appointed by denominations through 


the Youth Committee of Irish Churches. EeP.S. Geneva 
SWITZERLAND Opening of Baptist Theological Seminary in 
} Riischlikon 


The Baptist Theological Seminary set up in Riischlikon, near Zurich, was formally 
_ opened on September 4 and 5. The Seminary is sponsored by the Foreign Mission Board 
_ of the Southern Baptist Convention, USA, amd approved by the Executive Committee of 
the Baptist "orld Alliance. 


Thé Foreign Mission Board has carried on a mission in Italy since 1870 and in Rou= 
penis, Hungary, Yugoslavia and Spain since 1921. 


My The purpose of this Seminary 2c to provide a thorough course in theological educa- 
tion (four years on the academic level of theological faculties if European universi= 
ties or standard seminaries in America), It will prepare pastors, missionaries, young 
" people's workers etc, 


Students in the first class (25) are from Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Finland, 
‘France, Germany, Holland, Italy, Norway, Poland and the United States. 


Representatives of Lutheran, Reformed, Orthodox, Methodist, Disciples and other 
Churches of Europe and the United States, and of the World Council of Churches, brought 
“messages of greeting and congratulation at the dedication services. E.P.S.Geneva 
ISRAEL Russian Orthodoxy Controls Property Again 


_ The Israeli parliament voted to restore to the Moscow Orthodox Patriarchate direct 
control over all Russian Orthodex properties in Palestine. 


_ Under the British Mandate, the properties remained in possession of local Russian 
rthodox leaders who had refused to recognize the jurisdiction of the Moscow Patriar= 
hates | E.P.S. Geneva 
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= STATES United Evangelistic Advance 
On Worldwide Communion Sunday (October 2, 1949) the United Evangelistic 
Advance Crusade will open in the U.S.A., to last verti Deckebay 31, 1950. This 15 
nonth evangelistic drive is the most comprehensive and widely representative Protest- 
a t+ crusade ever planned. 37 million members of 38 Protestant denominations will go 
forward together under the banner "America for Christ" during the 15 month period that 


closes the first half of the 20th century. 


The crusade is sponsored by the Department of Evangelism of the Federal 
Council of Churches and directed by a 62 man National Committee, headed by Professor 
Dr. E.G, Homrighausen (Princeton), The committee will have the cooperation of over 


700 state, county and city councils of Churches, 


The denominations supporting the crusade include 15 Churches which are not 
members of the Federal Council of Churches, 


f 
. Planned for over two years and expected to penetrate every American Community, 
the campaign is aimed at winning new members and in helping to assimilate them after 


they join. 


All Churches of a community will be urged to participate in a community-wide 
religious census, united visitation, evangelism campaigns, simultaneous or united preach- 
ing-missions, national Christian Teaching missions (headed by prominent Christian lead- 
ers who will, among other things, advise local Churches on methods of attracting new 
members) , and programmes of membership conversation and development. A series of Unie 


hag Christian Missions are being organized. 


Several occasions have been set aside for the recruitment of new members, These 


include Worldwide Communion Day 1949 and 1950; Easter and Pentecost 1950; Christmas 1949 
and 1950. E.P.S, Geneva 


si 
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UNITED STATES Vatican Censures Boston Priest and Teachers 


A Jesuit priest and four teachers who charged Boston College with promoting 

heresy" and who claimed that no orie could possibl be saved outside the Roman Cathol- 

ic Church (see EPS Nr. 18) have been ordered by the Vatican to drop their allegations 
and to return immediately to the Church, Their objections were based on the ground 
‘that students there were being taught that: (1) There may be salvation outside of the 
Roman Catholic Church; (2) A man may be saved, although he does not hold that the Roman 
“Catholic Church is supreme among Churches; (3) A man may be saved without submission to 
‘the Church, 


3 The letter from the Sacred Congregation said the priest and the teachers had 
‘been a "source of discord and revolt" and that their erroneous teachings could "do noth= 
ing but grave harm to those who are in the Church and to those outside it......!! 


The Sacred Congregation expressed the conviction "that the unfortunate dise 
“pute is due to an insufficient study and understanding of the dictum 'extra ecclesiam 


nulla salus'," E.P.S, Geneva 
a Religious Groups get more Radio Time 


Increased radio time has been given to Protestant and Roman Catholic groups 
under a new schedule for religious programmes announced by the Japan Broadcast Corpora- 
tion, which controls all radio broadcasting in the country. The new schedule came 
into force on Sunday, September 11, 


Up till now Protestants and Roman Catholics have each been given a halfhour's 


radio time two Sundays a month, but hereafter they will be permitted four programmes 
a month. 


Increased radio time has also been allocated to programmes sponsored by Budd= 
hists and Shintoists, These two groups will broadcast on weekdays instead of Sundays, 
as formerly, and they will each have three programmes a week. E.P.S. Geneva 
Ba 


CHINA 


* Communist writes Poem on Life of Jesus 


A poem on the life of Jesus, written by a Chinese Communist student, has been 
translated into English by two Protestant missionaries in Chengtue 


Issued in booklet form by the Committee on Christian Service in Industrial 
Relations of the National Christian Council, the poem will be sent to Churches and 
Christian groups for distribution. Readers of the poem "Communist or Chrishian", will 


be invited to send for other literature if they wish to know more about the Christian 
way of life, 


The poem was composed by a student named Mei Chiing, Knowing nothing of ree 
ligion or Christianity, he was convinced, on reading the New Testament, that "Jesus _ 
understood what the Chinese people are fighting for," E.P.5. Geneva 


- 
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~ CANADA "Amsterdam" at the Grass-Root 


4 In some of the spring meetings of the Prince County Ministerial Association 
‘the findings of the First Assembly of the World Council of Churches in Amsterdam 1948 
were discussed... As a follow-up to the Amsterdam studies, a retreat was organised for 
the Ministerial Association. Then it was felt that as an expression of the Amsterdam 
spirit, services of witness for the deepening of the spiritual life should be arranged 
D for the various communities represented in the Ministerial Association, 


i As a result, services were held in an Anglican Church, a Baptist Church and 
"a parish of the Disciples of Christ. At these services the Shea minister presided, 
the President of the Association, Rev. E.J, Barrass, Summerside, explained the purpose 
of the meeting, and various ministers in the association preached, read the Scripture 
and led in prayer. "The fellowship might be summed up in the words of a Ba tist lady 


& 


who said to a United Church minister ‘Why don't the Churches do this more often'?" 


Ee PeS.Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN Inter=Church Conversations 
ae ea camara eerie a mm 


The following is the text of a statement, officially issued in connection 
with the recent conversations between members of the Church of England and representa= 
“tives of the Evangelical Free Churches of England (see EPS No. 15/16), which took place 
from September 1 to 8, 1949, at Mansfield College, Oxford, The Bishop of Derby alter+ 
NMated as Chairman with the Rev, Dr. Nathaniel Micklem, Principal of Mansfield, Bishop 
Stephen Neill was one of the Anglican delegates. 


Good progress was made", states the report, "in discussions concerned with 
the subjects which in the Interim Report of the Conference (published earlier this 
year) had been noted as requiring further elucidation, The members of the Conference 
were not blind to the difficulties, These in an atmosphere of the utmost cordiality 

and friendliness, were faced with frankness, On both sides it is believed that it will 
be possidle by the end of next year to produce a Report in which positive suggestions 
can be put foward for consideration by the bodies concerned. 


"The adjourned Conference will accordingly be resumed next September with the 
avowed hope of being able then to draw up.a Report outlining what would be inyolved if 
the proposals set forth in the Archbishop of Canterbury's Cambridge University Sermon 
g November 3, 1946 were to be carried into effect", 


3 


(The Archbishop, in his Cambridge sermon, suggested that the approach to union 
between the Churches should not be along the line of organic union but by the recovery 
Oo” a common ministry acceptable to all the Churches, even before organic union is 
Teached. ) E.P,S, Geneva 


The Crusade for Christ in Australia 


, The Methodist Church in Austratia launched a three-year crusade in March 1949, 
after a preparation of three years of praying anc planning. 

The whole strategy of this crusade is based upon the local Church as the 
- foundation unit, and is committed to bringing every member to the level of a witnessing 
Christian, 
a 


" “ 
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7 A three point programme is set up: evangelism, stewardship, teaching. In 
the three years of the crusade there will be a different emphasis respectively on, 

in the first year, the Local Church (objective 20,000 new manbers ~ 15% increase = 

0 be received on profession of faith) = community survey, visitation evangelism, 
preparation for opening of new church centres in housing and rural development areas 

ind "spiritually depressed areas", where church facilities do not exist. The immediate 
field of action will be the 500,000 lapsed and lost Methodists. 


. The second year (March 1950-51) will be a Year of Stewardship (increase in 
members, full time workers, giving to all causes of the Church). 


The third year will be dedicated to a Crusade to the Nation: mass crusades, 
“Witness teams, modern propaganda by cinema, literature, drama, radio, etce 
E.P.S,. Geneva 


JAPAN "Tet us Unite and Go Forward" 

More than a thousand clergymen are expected to attend an all-Japan Christian 
Workers! Conference in Tokyo from October 5-9, to rally support for the five-year 
“evangelism drive launched by the United Church of Christ in Japan (Kyodan) last April. 


The Conference, which has adopted as its slogan, "Let us unite and go fore 
ward", will also commemorate the introduction of Protestant missions in Japan ninety 
years ago. 


: Leading topics to be discussed include: Church, politics and society; Kyodan 
missions, and the World Church; preaching and pastoral and spiritual work; rural evan- 
gelism, am special evangelism in mines, hospitals, offices, prisons and to disabled 
persons. 


Dr. Michio Kozaki, moderator of the Kyodan, will present a report on the meete 
ing of the World Council of Churches! Central Committee at Chichester, England, in 
ly, which he attended. 


Foreign speakers at this meeting will include Professor Dr, E. Brunner, (Zu- 
fich), and Dr. William Axling, veteran missionary in Japane E.P.S, Geneva 


Inaugural Sermon at the Opening 
of the cerman ‘Bundestag! 
: At the opening of the German ‘Bundestag! in Bonn on September 7, an inaugural 
sermon was preached by Bishop Dibelius of Berlin, who took as his text Psalm 119, verse 
106, which is a vow to keep God's righteous judgments. The President of the Council of 
the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKE) began by exhorting the chosen representatives 
of the people to carry out their future work in the '3undestag! in the spirit of this 
“vow; he then examined the past. The Bishop put his finger on the cause of the catastro= 
_ phe ;on the ground that Adolf Hitler had resolved "to stamp out Christianity in Germany, 
to give the German people the kind of god they wanted and to set this god up to he wore 
shipped", ‘All the hatred and bitterness and division in the German people arises 
out of this spirit; it has justified the hatred of the whole world, and it has finally 
been destroyed because God does not let Himself be mocked and supplanted as supreme 
Lord," 


i 
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Bishop Dibelius explained the rights of divine justice by giving three 
examples, "All the truths with which the Living God has bound up our existence can be 
understood by any seven-year-old child = but they are truths which every President of 
State ought to take to heart seven times over, as he does his day's work, These truths 

clude in the first place the Ten Commandments. In the new Germany it must be clear 
“that all justice and all public action depends upon sincere and unconditional obedience 
to these Ten Commandments", 


_ Our Lord Jesus Christ has told us that "love is the fulfilment of all these 
Commandments". In the State, in which we live as Christians, for the sake of our nae 
tion, goodness must carry some weight, the weak must receive help for the sake of so= 
cial justice -— refugees, unemployed and others, Let us not overlook the fact that the 
German people has still not evolved any real Christian economic outlook, based on the 
obligation to love our neighbour, Germany is greatly blamed for this by other countries 
and this is closely connected with their changed and unfriendly attitude to Germany. 
“An economic attitude which realises that we must give service, and that we cannot shut 
our arse to poverty even at the risk of losing what we possess ourselves, sich an atti- 
_ tude is simply as of tha diving jastbice," 


i The third example of divine justice is Peace, All through the Bible we read 
that God wishes for no quarrels nor strife between individuals, families and Churches, 
sor does He delight in bloodshed, "God has given us this moment, in which we are at 
st beginning to realise that there must be an end to these struggles for political 


“frontiers in one small section of the world » struggles which have cost countless lives 
during the last thousand years. ‘To shall have to build up a new order in which every- 

thing that makes life worth living can pass freely from one country to another. We 
Evangelical Christians want to understand the significance of this Godegiven moment." 


If something decisive is achieved on this point, then “we need no longer 
complain about an Iron Curtain, JI am speaking here as President of the Gouncil of the 
Evangelical Church in’Germany, which includes the whole fatherland and for which no 
Iron Curtain" exists. Will God grant true unity to our country if everyone says, it 

is impossible? Some said recently, that people who don't believe in miracles are not 
ealists! A Christian Church which has learnt to perceive the acts of God in the Bible 
ooks to its Lord - Jesus Christ, He can perform miracles. We pray to him unceasing 
“ly, to perform this miracle also, that we may again become a united nation = united 


vin obedience to the Living God," E.P.S. Geneva 
"GERMANY Meeting of French and German Pastors 


In January this year the first "ecumenical meeting" between French and German 
Brastors was held at Le Chambon, France (see E.P.S. No. 6). A second meeting has now 
been held at Meisenheim, Rhine~Palatinate, Germany, from August 16 = 31. During this 
meeting the German pastors took their German fellow-pastors round their parishes, to 
ive them an impression cof the life, the work and the needs of these parishes. The 
purpose of this was also to show that ecumenical relations concern the laity as well 
as the clergye 


A Resolution was worked out, expressing the findings of the discussions on 
“our Churches and our States", It reads as follows: 


"In order to call the world to obey the Christian message, the Church mustee. 


BY 


a. 


- 
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confessthat is has failed to preserve unity of faith, of prayer, of communion and of 
common action among Christians of different countries, The members of the Evangelical 
3 in the Rhineland and of the Reformed Churches of France here assembled promise 


o take steps to promote and encourage unity and closer contact between the Evangelical 
hurches in Germany and in France. 


4 "The fact that Jesus Christ is our peace means that we are at peace with one 
another in Him, We therefore appeal to the Governments of our countries to restore 


4 
"peace between our peoples, without hatred or retribution..." 
. 
4 The French pastors drew the attention of their Churches and of their Govern- 
“ment to the present plight of the German people, and asked "that France might also take 
in refugees from tho East, if they wished to claim hospitality, in accordance with its 
constitution and with the necessary guarantees. «. 


; Finally the delegates rejected any solutions which envisaged the annexation 
of territory. E.P.S, Geneva 


GERMANY Sunday Observance in the Eastern Zone 
The eighteenth "Eastern ecclesiastical Conference" held a conference in Ber 


lin on September 14, presided over by Bishop Dibelius and attended by the Bishops of 
he Evangelical 'Landeskirchen! and 'Provinzialkirchen! in the Soviet Zone. 


Among other’ questiongthe Conference discussed the increasing danger to the 
day of rest on Sunday, The opinion was expressed that the Church should not confine 
itself "to protest against serious infringements" but that "the Church must take the 
initiative by infusing fresh life into the observance of Sunday", In future "a sere 


vice should be held on Sunday in every Church, without excepion". E.P,S, Geneva 
INDONES JA Formation of a Council of Chinese Churches 
The second Conference of the Chinese Churches of Indonesia was held at Surabaja 
from September 5 to 9, 
: 


Last year the Conference was attended by representatives from 45 Churches, 
This year there were delegates from 66 Churches: 11 from Sumatra, 3 from Banka=Billi~ 
‘ton, 3 from Borneo, 14 from the central part of Java, 16 from the western part and 

17 from the eastern part, one from Makassar and Ambons 


; A striking feature of the Conference was the remarkable harmony between the 
Chinese Reformed, Methodist and Baptist Churches, The decision was taken to establish 

_eleser union between the Churches and to form a Council of Chinese Churches of Indos 

nesia, E.P.5. Geneva 
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Human Rights and the European Consultati 


Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, director of the Commission of the Churches on Inter- 
“national Affairs, has welcomed the announcement that the Buropean Consultative Assemb~ 
ly, meeting at Strasbourg in the beginning of September, voted overwhelmingly to 

: et up a supra-national court of justice, that could uphold human rights. Dr, Nolde 
) pointed out that it was "ad definiis step in the right direction’, 


The exact provisions of the Bill of human rights that the proposed sourt of 
Justice would uphold are not available as yet, but, in addition to free speech and 
free assembly, the bill contains the right of freedom of religion and the right of 
the ordinary citizen to appeal to this court after ‘fulfilling ~ certain preliminary 
requirements. 


Dr, Nolde cautioned against undue optimism over the early ratification of 
_ the European Assembly's action, since strong opposition has already been voiced to the 
concept of a court that is empowored to review the action of the supreme courts in the 
j individual nations concerned. Nevertheless, he felt that the mere fact that such a 
_ proposal had been passed indicated a growing realisation that the safeguarding of 
 hwmn rights is a sound guarantee against the establishment of totalitarian forms of 


government. E.P.S, Genova 
UNITED STATES | American Churches and World Order 


Describing the current world crisis as "basically a spiritual and moral 
crisis," the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America in its Message for 
World Order Day, October 23, (fourth anniversary of the United Hations) declared that 
Mmothing less than a transformation of the spirit of men and of nations will suffice 
to heal this disorder", 


"This means", the Message added, "a larger sympathy, a broader understanding 
of other peoples and their particular problems, a deeper and more abiding sense of our 
responsibility in the world, and a stronger will to fulfil them, That transformation, 
by the grace of God, must be the chief end of our efforts for peaces +. 


q 
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; "Building the foundations of world order is essentially a religious task. 

_ Christians should accept their responsibilities with clear vision, steadfast hearts 
-and vigorous action, As we enter the fifth year of the United Nations, let us in the 
Churches pray that God‘s will may be done in the world of nations, and that we may 
erve His will. 


"We can resolve to redouble our efforts in behalf of world order, remember- 
ing that each one of us has some contribution to make, We can study and discuss the 
problems of the United Mations and of American foreign policy, tat we may be more 
‘effective citizens... 


q ‘We can help strengthen our missionaries and other Christians overseas, 
that the Christian world fellowship may better serve as a bond of world community. 
Let us in whatever ways are open to us, show forth that loyalty to Jesus Christ which 
_may make Him known to the peoples and nations of the earth", 


vs Fares 
of society", the Message declared that "we need repentant hearts as we remember the 


( Admitting the "involvement" of American Churches "in the underline crisis 
oo of world order in which we have a share", 


In this connection, the Council specifically mentioned the failure to agree 
na peace treaty for Germany and Japan; failure to deal effectively with the refugee 
oblem; failure to agree on reduction of armaments; failure of the major powers to 

| help the suffering people of China; and failure of "our own and other nations thus 
far to implement those principles of reciprocity which are essantial to international 
commerce and to world economic recovery", 


Among the "achievements" of the Churches, the Federal Councit mentions that 
"they have helped to create that loyalty to the ideals of the United Nations, which 
is its chief resource", as‘also "to kindle the growing concern for the dignity and 
‘rights of the human person," 


"The analysis of Soviet-Western tensions and the principles for dealing 
with them put forward by our church leaders", the Message goes on, "have been vindi- 
cated in part by the developments of recent monehess: 


; "The witness of our missionary pioneers has helped greatly to bring under= 
“standing of the need to aid the development of under=developed areas, 
"The coming together of the Churches in the living fellowship of the World 
“Counci 1 of Churches provides a fresh testimony to God!s design for His Church and His 
World. Through this new unity, as it permeates the Churches, we can expect the re- 
lease of new spiritual resources with which to cope with future problems", 
E.P,S. Geneva 


Orphaned Missions 


i. Under the title "Orphaned Missions Approach the Year End", Dr, J,\i.Decker, 
Secretary of the International Missionary Council, presents a report on the aid given 
under the auspices of the International Missionary Council to missions which were cut 
off from their mother societies during the war and which are still in financial diffi-~ 
culties owing to the conditions prevailing in their own countries, It has been pos- 
Sible to make the transition from a period of simple conversation to one of more 


~ 


-_ 
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adequate attention to the requirements of on-going programmes, as well as in develop- 
_ ing a sense of responsibility to prepare for the day when the beneficiaries must them~ 
selves assume the full burden of maintaining the affected missions", 


Be. A big step forward has been the transfer to the German Evangelical Mission— 
‘ary Council "of the task of allocating the aid to go to individual German missions 
from a total sum which we are putting at the disposal of the G.E,M.CJ The latter has 
‘responded magnificently to this challenge. The words of a resolution adopted at a 
July meeting of the G,E.M.C. are eloquent and moving: the resolution points out that 
the assistance being given from abroad puts the German societies ‘under an obligation 
to set themselves even now to prepare for eventual taking over their own work, to cail 
‘their respective constituencies to sacrifice towards this end, and not to lose sight 
of the aim and extent of the work which will be eventually their own respons:bility'. tt 
. The situation of the German societicg is still difficult because they 
have to support the missionaries of their sister societies in the Russian zone, since 
the latter can do almost nothing, even in Germany, for their workers, 


; German missions in China face the same dangers as American Missions. Prac 
tically all German missionaries there have had no furlough in more than a decades 
Nevertheless the Liebenzell missionaries in Hunan Province (oocupied or threatened 

the Communists) cabled that they were “happily continuing at their posts", Dr. 
Freytag, the secretary of the G.E.M.C,, writes: "Most of the German missionaries in 
China are resolved to remain at their posts". 


r The situation of the Paris Society is improving. The "Basle Mission" and 
the "East Asia Mission" are likewise getting their heads above the water, 


Dutch mission societies are confronted with great difficulties for their 
work in Indonesia. The question of long-term American participation in mission work 
in Indonesia has been referred to the forthcoming Christian Conference on Eastern 
Asia, sponsored by the International Missionary Council and the World Council of — 
Churches, at Bangkok in Deceribey, This Conference will "furnish a strategic opportun~ 
ity to consider this important question of global Christian strategy". E,P,S,Geneva 
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_ UNITED STATES Dr. GeMo.Wysner appointed to the I.M,C. 


The International Missionary Council has announced the appointment of Dr, 
Glora M. Wysner to its secretarial steff in New York. 


; Drs Wysner is at present on the Secretariat of the Foreign Missions Confer- 
ence of North America, which is a coi~tituent Zouncil of the International Mission- 
ary Council, She was a missionary of the Methodist Church in Algeria, North Africa, 
from 1927 to 1939, and is a recognized authority on the Moslem religion and the probe 
lems of the Near East. 


Dr. Wysner will carry the main responsibility on the International Mission- 
ary Council's Secretariat for the Near East and work among the Moslems, and for 


women's work in the Younger Churches. 
EoP.S. Gn eva 
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The Ecumenical Review 


The Autumn number of the 'Ecumenical Review! which has just come from 
the press carries several penetrating articles on the evangelistic task of the 
Church, Of special interest is the report on the attitude of industrial workers by 
tle Rev, R, Rognon who himself is a worker in a Paris factory and at the same time 
an ordained pastor, 


: The Bishop of Chichester describes the meeting of the World Council's 
Central Committee in Chichester, Prof, C.H.Dodd raisses challenging issues con- 

_ cerning unavowed motives in ecumenical discussions, The issue also brings the 

_ full text of the reports made to the Chichester meeting by Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, 


’ by President Henry van Dusen and by the Rev, Oliver Tomkins, E,P.Se Geneva 
‘CHINA , Christian Universities go On 


Despite the "cancerous drain of civil war and their country's whirlwind 
inflation", more than 12,000 Chinese students flocked the thirteen Christian coleges 
_ for the term 1948-1949, according to the annual report of the United Board for 
_ Christian Colleges in China which has just been made public, 


Pointing out that the quest for education is growing in all parts of China 
today, the report states that "50,000 eager young Chinese applied for admission to 
_ the colleges although only 4,000 freshmen could be accommodated’, 


During the winter and spring months as Mao Tse-tung's armies advanced 
southward, the colleges found themselves enveloped in territory occupied by the 
Communists. "Despite the unsettled conditions, however, all the colleges remained 
open. How determined most stidents were to continue their education in spite of the 
turbulent military situation is evidenced by the fact that 10,500 registered for 
the spring term = approximately the normal number expected for the second semester, 
As the second semester began, food ~ and all other items making up the daily needs 
of the staff and students of the college — sky-rocketed in price", 


: Despite meager food, internal economic and political chaos and low staff 
salaries, the report continues, teachers and students alike “met their day-to-day 
hardships and problems with fortitude and a dauntless spirit", 


Each of the colleges sponsors one or more special extension projects to 
serve the Chinese people, "West China Union University sends out a mobile dental 
clinic; the University of Nanking produces and distributes scores of educational 

_ pictures; sociology majors at Soochow University sponsor a free school for deserving 
neighbourhood students; while at Huachung University in Wuchang students have been 
conducting a night school for the manual labourers and servants on the campus", 

E.P,S. Geneva 

SIAM South East Asia Conference of Y.M.C.As 


Forty-two delegates represented ten countries of Asia and Australasia 
at the Y,.M.C.A,'s first South East Asia Area Conference at Bangkok, Thailand, Aug- 
ust 19 to 28 The Conference which was arranged on behalf of the World's Committee 
of the Young Men Christian Association by Chu-Wen Li, proved to be one of the most 
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important and inspiring of all recent Y.M,C.A. area gatharings, Both Mr, John 
Forrester=Paton, President of the World's Alliance, and Dr, Tracy Strong, General 
Secretary of the Wald's Committee, were present at Bangkok and paid warm tribute 
to the leadership of Mr, C.W. Li, 


Emerging nationalism in Asia and the rising tide of Communism gave a sense 
of urgency to all the discussions regarding the personal and social responsibility 
which confronts the Christians in Asia to-day, All members of the conference ex» 
pressed the conviction that "we must love more and care more fort he common man, 
for the poor and the down-trodden, We must endeavour td convert the destructive 
element in nationalism into a constructive and creative farce, E.P,S, Geneva 


Twenty-Five Years a Bishop 


Monseigneur Adolphe Kiry, Bishop of the Catholic Christian Church in 
Switzerland, has just celebrated the twenty-fifth anniversary of his enthronements. 
He has always been interested in ecumenism and takes an active part. in the ecumen- 
ical movement, especially in "Faith and Order", He has helped to bring about inter- 
communion between the Old Catholic and Anglican Churches, He is editor of the 
Revue internationale ecclésiastique" which is thought of very highly in ecumenical 
circles, Monseigneur Kirry has done a great deal to help the Sisters who suffered 
during the war and refugees, especially those belonging to the Old Catholic and 
Orthodox confessions. 


On September 14, the anniversary of his consecration, in the parish church 
at Berne, Monseigneur Kiiry received the congratulations and good wishes of repree 
sentatives from the Catholic-Christian Church, the Old Catholic Church of the Nethere 


lands, the Anglican Church and the Orthodox Church, E.P.S, Geneva 
GERMANY ieee Dismantling of Church Buildings 


The head office of the Rotestant Church in Berlin~Brandenburg has sent a 
list to the government in Potsdam, showing that no less than fourteen churches and 
pastorages must be pulled down (see E,P.S,Nre30). "In none of those cases had the 
buildings received the necessary repairs" says the explanatory note attached. 


Another list gives the churches and parsonages which are not damaged at 
all; while a further inventory list gives seven cases in which the dismantling 


of church buildings is planned, or has already begun, E.P.S, Geneva 
GERMANY: Church and Youth in the Eastern Zone 


Dr. FW. Krummacher, of Berlin, has written an article entitled "The 
Plight and the Promise of the Evangelical Church in Eastern Germany", describing 
the new tasks which confront the Church in the Eastern Zone, This article appeared 
in "Kirche und Mann" (No,lo, 1949), the monthly paper for men published by the 
Evangelical Church in Germany, 


“We are faced by new tasks. The State and the school are not taking the 
task of religious instruction = which we describe more definitely as "Christian _ 
teaching" — out of our hands. The Church itself is now seeing tmt the children 


Nr. 34 = September 30, 1949 -6- 247 


baptised in it receive Christian instruction during school age, About 12,000 child~ 
ren have been prepared for Confirmation during these four years. This means that 
a large number of church-members helped in teaching them, in addition to the 6,000 
stors in the Eastern Zone, Religious instruction is now largely in the hands of 
lay people, although this often involves big material sacrifices for them, But they 
realise the importance of Christian education for children, especially when there is 
a totally different spirit in the state schools, Thanks to this instruction, the 
_ attendance at children's servicesis increasing. 


; We have no more vouth clubs of the old type, nor does that worry us, Our 
young people meet, without any special organisation of their own, to take part in 
Bible=study and share in the Christian life of the Church. In this way the young 
People become part of the Churche The big meetings of young people on the Petersberg 
in Halle, at the Kurmark Church Conference in Potsdam, in Spreewald, in Berlin and 
in Dresden, have shown us this summer that the "Young Church" does not only exist 

on paper", E.P.S. Geneva 


BELGIAN CONGO News of Missions 
The Protestant missions in the Congo are suffering from shortage of staff, 


o that the missionaries in the field there have too much work and too many respon= 
bilities, 


There were great celebrations at Bolenge, near Coquilhatville, to commemorate 
2 the arrival of the first missionaries there fifty years ago, A mecting was held at 

yi ‘Bolenge for all the missionaries in the district, with native delegates, representing 

- 77,000 Christians, and future plans were ddagussed for spreading the Gospel and the 
building up the Church, The Governor-General told the missions which signed the edu» 
cational agreement, that the new ten~year plan for the development of the Congo offered 
opportunities for financing a vast educational programme from 1950 onwards, He asked 
the missions to present their plans for education as soon as possible. 


The Protestant missions were also invited to submit their proposals for im- 
proving the living conditions of the natives in the rural districts. Funds will be 
Placed at their disposal for opening courses for apprentices and primary schools, 
Several missions have already accepted these offers; but others are not in a position 
to do so owing to lack of qualified staff, The plan in which the missions are inter-— 
ested most of all is the envisaged course of training for village school teachers, 


Hitherto the concessions of land granted to the Protestant missions were 
limited to 25 hectares free of charge, am 25 hectares subject to payment, whereas 
the Catholic missions were allowed to possess 100 hectares. This injustice has been 
abolished, and henceforth all missions will be able to obtain concessions up to 200 


ectares. E.P.5, Geneva 
GERMANY Chancellor thanks World Council of Churches 


The World Council of Churches was mentioned in one of the speeches made by 
Dr. Konrad Adenauer, Chancellor of the new German Government. He said: "We thank the 
World Council of Churches in Geneva whole-heartedly for mobilising the faces of 
Christian charity, especially in the Anglo-Saxon countries", E.P.S, Geneva 
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HUNGARY ? ‘Latest Church News 


“Bishop Imre Révész says Farewell to His Diocese: Imre Révész, Bishop of the Church 


istrict beyond the Tisza, has resigned. In his parting message to his diocese the 
Bishop writes: 


"My decision to retire from public service has been taken entirely of my 
own free will. Both the Church and the civic authorities have tried to persuade me 


‘not to do so, But my conscience forbids me to do otherwise. 


"In futzve my sole source of livelihood will be the pension granted by the 


State to university professors, and I am glad tmt it will be no higher than the in 


Boone of my fellow-pastors. And now I ask to believe a third thing, not so much for 
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my sake as for that of my brethren: 


Believe me ,"I say the truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience also beare 
ing witness in the Holy Ghost" (Rom.9,1). Anyone who disagrees with the views of the 
Synodal Council held on April 30, 1948, concerning the changes which are taking place 


in our State and among the Hungarian people, is doing a disservice to himself, to 


the Church and to the people. I beseech everybody whom it may concern, to obey the 
Holy Spirit and finally to understand that, according to the Word of God, there is 

a time to rend, and a time to sew, a time to keep silence and a time to speak, "(Ececl. 
3,7), But the time to bear fruit, and to bring forth more fruit, is always present 
for the disciples of Jesus. A quite negative, passive fruitless attitude can never 


| and at no time characterise them, 


General Assembly of the Lutheran diocese: At the general assembly. of the Lutheran 
diocese of the Tisza, Dr, lvan Redk said the future of the Hungarian Lutheran Church 
depended primarily" on the attitude of each Lutheran as an individual, and on the way 
he behaved, spoke and lived in the world today, 


‘Our Christian attitude today differs greatly from that of the first Christ- 
janse»e When Paul was cast into prison, he did not think about his personal hardships. 
He and Silas prayed and sang grateful praises to God. The prisoners heard them and 
were amazed at their victorious faith and joyous spirit. 


'The Christian of today, however, often acts very differently, Instead of 
songs of thanksgiving we hear grumbling and bitterness. His life does not radiate the 


_ reality of his Christian faith, The Christian message is overshadowed by the way in 
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which Christians live today, Wire it not for the sins of Christians, the heathen would 
soon bow befcre the Word of God- But at the same time a joy of regeneration is spread- 
ing abroad the Church, This is the joy that lights up the face of the Church of re- 


vival," 


The Lutheran Church and the other Churches: At the annual general assembly of the Lu- 
theran Diocese of the Tisza, Bishop Lewis Veto said, relations with the Reformed Church 
of Hungary: had become particularly friendly during the past months. This spirit of 
friendship was manifest not only at the joint conferences of bishops, but also in the 
constant contacts between the Reformed and Lutheran church-leaders. The two Churches 
always informed one another, before taking any important new step. Relations between 
the Lutheran Chur2h and the Unitarian and Free Churches were also excellent, 

E,P.S, Geneva 
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GREAT BRITAIN Meeting of the British Council of Churches 


The annual meeting of the British Council of Churches was held in London 
on September 19 and 20, and was presided over by the Archbishop of Canterbury» 


In his report, the General Secretary, the Rev. 2,D. Say, gave a survey of 
the reaction of the Churches in Britain to the formation of the World Council of 
Churches, and a review of some trends in church life in Britain today. 


He pointed out that sessions had been set aside for reports of Werld Coune 
cil delegates at the Assemblies of all the main denominations and there was evidence 
that long and careful study had been devoted to the message and reports. The Church 
of England had set up a new Council to bring forward to the Church Assembly such 
matters arising out of the business of the Werld Council of Churches or the British 


Council, "We must not rest content", concluded Mr. Say, “until the two Councils cease 


to be regarded as entities apart from the Churches but are regarded in very truth as 
the meeting place of the Churches and as instruments to be used by the Churches in 
the service of the Churches", 


Finally Mr. Say drew attention to a new spirit which was making itself 
evident in the Churches, a spirit described by the Archbishop of Canterbury as a 
spirit of militant determination which was making the Church once more a life force 
in the life of the nation, 


Mr. Say declared that the drift from church membership was being halted 
and gave the following figures: Church of Scotland (increase of '7,256 communicants 
on last year's total of 1.256.167), Presbyterian Church of England (increase of 9,000 


new members on 66,918), Methodist Church (net increase of 2,602 on 750,612), Baptist 
Church (increase of 13,000 Sunday School scholars), 


“This is emphatically not a revival or a dramatic return to religion} said 
Mr. Say. "But at least we should let the world know that the Church is no longer 
standing at ease, or, !running down like a clock!, It is at the alert md ready to 
advance", 


The new office of the British Council of Churches at 39, Doughty Street, 
will be ready for occupation in November, This ‘etumenical centre’ will also house 
the London office of the World Council of Churches. 


The crucial question of the Christian responsibility in Industry has been 
dealt with in a document presented to the meeting and showing the diminishing sense 
of responsibility which has come about with the development of large scale industry, 
with mechanisation and specialisation and with the failure to create an industrial 
democracy. 


The Youth Department has been concerned with the problems of industry» 
During an investigation, works managers, farmers, youth leaders and other workers 

all over England had been asked "What difference, if any, does it make to your work 
that you are a Christian?"'’The answer to that question will form the body of a most 


interesting report emitled "The Christian at Work", E.P.S. Geneva 


ECUMENICAL PRESS SERVICE 


17, ROUTE DE MALAGNOU, GENEVA 
TEL. 5 4333 —‘ Telegr.: * OIKUMENE GENEVA" 


under the auspices of 


the WORLD COUNCIL of CHURCHES 
the INTERNATIONAL MISSIONARY COUNCIL 
the WORLD’S ALLIANCE of YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS 
the WORLD’S YOUNG WOMEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION 
the WORLD’S STUDENT CHRISTIAN FEDERATION 
the WORLD COUNCIL OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
the UNITED BIBLE SOCIETIES 
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} The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the Churches 
5 and Christian movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 
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‘ The History of the Ecumenical Movement 


The production of a History of the Ecumenical Movement is one of the less known 
enterprises of the World Council of Churches. For the past three years a Committee 
+ the Headquarters of the World Council has been at work on this History. The Chair- 
is Professor Adolf Keller, the Executive Vice-Chairman, Bishop Stephen Neill, and 
the Editorial Secretary Miss Ruth Rouse, 


The Committee works under the auspices of the Ecumenical Institute at Bossey, to 
which the Disciples of Christ in America have entrusted a generous sum of money which 
may be used for the purposes of the History, e.g. provision for special research and 
for conferences of authors and consultants. 


The History is planned to consist of two volumes of about 200,000 words each. 


Volume One will contain an Introduction dealing with pre-Reformation unity move- 
ments, especially with efforts to heal the schism between Hast and West. There will 
_ follow a series ofchapbers on post-Reformation ecumenical movements by authorities on 
Church history in the 16th, 17th, 18th and 19th centuries, The first volume leads up 
to a study of the significance of the Edinburgh World Missionary Conference in 1910, 
as the factor of decisive influence in the genesis of the modern ecumenical movement. 


Volume Two deals with 20th century ecumenical developments from Edinburgh 1910 
to the Amsterdam Assembly 1948; the appearance and growth of the International Mis~ 
sionary Council; of 'Faith and Order! and ‘Life and Work'; and of other 20th century 
ecumenical movements, It studies the origins of the World Council of Churches, and 
Will close with an Epilogue in which tentative conclusions may be drawn from the past 
for the ecumenical problems of today and tomorrow. 


Already sixteen authors, drawn from nine different nationalities and eight differ- 
ent Christian communions, are at work on different chapters, 
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The aim of the Committee is to produce a History of the ecumenical idea through 
the centuries in its main manifestations, Protestant, Orthodox and Roman Catholic, 

‘The. History will interpret the, ecumenical movement, indicating its heroes and protag— 
onists, its tendencies at different times, the contribution of various countries, par= 
ties and Churches, It is intended for "students" in the largest sense of that word, 
and for the wider public of edvcated Christian people, 


( The History will be a definite preparation for the next meeting of the Assembly | 
in 1953. It is hoped that it can be published in 1952, E.P.S,Geneva 


World Convention on Christian Education 


The World Convention on Christian Education planned to be held in Toronto, Canada 
(see £,P.S,No,10), from August 10 to 16, 1950, will have as its theme "Jesus Christ = 
Teacher and Lord", 5,000 delegates are expected, 


Prior to the Convention, an international institute will be held in Toronto where 
_ a limited number of Christian educators will examine the present day problems of Christ 
_ ian eZucation and prepare material for future use throughout the world. E,.P,S,Geneva 


UNITED STATES Dulles Resigns from Federal Council Office 


Dr. John Foster Dulles resigned as chairman of the committee on policy of the 
Federal Council of Churches! Department of International Justice and Goodwill. 


In his letter of resignation, Dulles, Republican candidate for the Senate in 
the Autumn elections, explained that he did not wish the Council "in any way to seem 
to be involved in the rough and tumble of political controversy", 


The resignation as accepted by the Council's executive committee which expressed 
"deep appreciation of the distinguished service rendered by Mr Dulles as a Christian 
statesman,.. whose guiding hand brought together the major denominations of the United 
States in three great national study conferences on the Churches and World Order," 


\ Bishop William Scarlett, of the Episcopal Church, chairman of the Department of 
International Justice and Goodwill, was design&ted to fill the vacant post temporarily, 


E.P.S,Geneva i 
_UNITFD STATES Bishop Neill Calls Ministers 


to Convert Themselves First 


"If ministers are going to convert their congregations and those outside them to 
Christianity, they have got to start with themselves", said Bishop Stephen Neill, 
Associate General Secretary of the orld Council of Churches, speaking before a meet= 
ing of nearly 500 churchmen sponsored by the Protestant Council of the City of New 
York on September 27, 


The Bishop ,who was on his way to the General Convention of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in San Francisco, asserted that "we must all rediscover the Christian Gospel beie . 
rsath the tradition and habit which so largely determine our church life today, Only 
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as we ourselves rediscover this Gospel can we bring it to our congregations, sharp 
and fresh, and challenge their belief". 


"Above all we must listen", said Bishop Neill, "We ministers have a bad habit of 
talking too much, But only as we listen to the ordinary men and women, as we attune 
minds to their hopes, frustrations, doubts and fears, only then can we bring to 
om a Gospel which will speak to their deepest loneliness and insecurity, 

" "So many of us today tread water in a troubled sea of detail. We lose hope of 
doing much more than keeping our nose above the tide, the budget balanced, and the 
roof free from leaks, But conversion is possible; deepening is possible; growth is 
‘possible. Through God's help and mercy, ovr Churches must serve as the instruments 
of that growth, confident that if we will it, something can happen there",E,P,S,Geneva 


‘ 


BURMA Burma Christian Council Joins I,M,C, 


Now that Burma has achieved its independance, the Burma Christian Council has been 


equest. In accordance with the authority of t he Ad Interim Committee of the I.M,C.,y 
the Burma Christian Council is now a constituent council of the I,.1i,C, with a repre= 
sentative on the Committee of the International Missionary Council. E,P.S, Geneva 


SOUTH AFRICA Presbyterians against Racial Segregation 


Christians must meet the challenge presented by the Nationalist government's 
policy of racial segregation which has created a situation "not merely serious, but 
crucial", the General Assembly’ of the Presbyterian Church of South Africa was told at 
its anna session in Capetown, 


A report presented by its Church and Nation Committee warned that "although no 
one seems to define exactly what tapartheid! (segregation) means, we are witnessing a 
gradual restriction of the liberty of non-Buropeanse os 


| "Never in our time has the Church been faced with such pressing questions, the 
time for answering which is so limited, calling indeed for split-second decisions," 


"The 'non-possumus! (inability to act) stand taken by many politicians aoa the 
communities they represent, must be a challenge to Christians to rally to the call of 
_ the Gospel. As we sce the few political privileges of the tlon—Evropean being reduced, 

we are bound to fight for their retention and extension." 


5 


}. The report charged that a system is developing in South Africa under which justice 
Etor the Bantu (native people) "seems in some circumstances impossible", It said that 
the crime engendered by the system "throws suspicion on the innocent, and even the 
Churches, the best friends of the down-trodden, are living in what has been aptiy 

_ called a ‘mental fog!» 


"The migratory system has led to thousands of native people being confined in 
squalid quarters ~ disease ridden, hungry, resentful, hopeless, Against this dark 


_ picture the doors to wider liberty are being slammed under the specious plea of trustee~ 


ship of the white man", 


‘admitted to full membership in the International Missionary Council at its own special — 


; 
; 
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Warning that "a narrow nationalism, fostering isolationism, would be the death 
of racial peace", the report asked: "When will Christian people wake up tc the faot 
that under present conditions the native population is perpetually hungry?! E,P,S,Geneva 


SWITZERLAND Union of Swiss Bible Societies 


; On September 28, a meeting of the Union of Swiss Bible Societies was heid in 

Basle, After fein a report from the General Secretary of the United Bible Societies, 

Olivier Béguin, on the present world-wide prceblems of Bible distribution, the meets 
ing votec a number of grants in favour of European Bible Societies or agencies in 
Italy, Hungary and Belgium, It also approved the publication of the Bibie in Romansch 
' (new translation) for the benefit of the “inguistic minority in the Lower Engadine 

Bia the valley of Minster, 

Finally, the meeting decided to accept the proposal made by the Council of the 

‘United Bible Societies te share with the latter a secretary whose task would be, on 

the one hand to represent the U,B,S, in the World Council of Churches, and on the 

other to develop in Switzerland an interest in Bibie work and a sense of responsibility 

-in the Swiss parishes for the tas of distributing the Bible throughout the world, 

and more particularily in Evrope, E.P,.S,Geneva 


GERMANY Meeting of the Union of German 
Evangelical Bible Societies 


A meeting of the Union of German Bible Societies was held in Berlin on September 
223; 16 societies had sent representatives cf whom six came from the western zones» 


A generai survey of the situation made it apparent that the needs of the German 
refugees have not yet been met pu an adequate scalc; a special edition was voted of 
300,000 Bibles printed by the Stuttgart Bible Society, of which the first 200,000 
copies are to be delivered during the first six months of 1950, 


The first Bibles printed in the Russian zone since the war are about to come off 
the press, This edition of 120,000 copies*is published by the Berlin Bible Society, 


The materials necessary for these editions, both in the west as well. as in the 
east, have been provided by the American and Swedish Bible Societies, 


The Berlin Bible Society has included in its programme the printing of Ziirich 
Bibles intended primarily for catechists and students, The Ziirich Bible (known also 
as the Zwingli Bible) is today the best "study Bible" in the German language, 


‘ The Union also decided to appoint a travelling secretary whose main tasks will 
“be to awaken in the parishes and Churches an interest in the reading of the Bible, 
its preduction and its distribution, 


A sampic-sdition of the new revisica cof the Luther text of the Old Testament 
will. be printed during the cotrse of the winter. It has to be adopted by the Churches 
before it can become official, 
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A report by the Chairman on the meeting of the United Bible Societies held in 
New York (see EPS No.27)and the presence of the General Secretary of the United Bible 
Societies were the occasion for the members of the German Union to show afresh their 
interest in the U.B.S, and their gratitude to thé members of the U.!’.S. who have given 
such valuable help to the German Bible Societies, E.P.S, Geneva 


YLON "The School on the Churcht 


Organised by the Rev, D.T.Niles, a School on the Church, held at Uduvil, gathered 
hundred students, interested in ecumenical issues, One of the participants writess 


"Subjects of general interest such as Church History, Expansion of the Missionary 
Movement, etc. of which every Christian must be informed, and subjects of daily inter» 
est such as Church Ordinances, Problems in Church Union, Economic Basis of the Church 
in Ceylon, Christian Conception of the Kelatiors between the Sexes, withwhich all 
Christians grapple daily, were studied with such sincerity that, though this was a 
School, no one felt that trained feeling that sometimes exists between teacher and 
™ pil", f 


In "Working Groups", subjects such as 'The problem of the divided Church of God’, 
'The spiritual bankruptcy of our Churches today', !What must we do to made the Church 
the Church?! were eagerly discussed. The last session was devoted to the study of 
the subject 'The Evangelistic task in Ceylon‘, 


"As an effort to emphasise the importance of the Ecumenical Movement in the life 
of the Church, the School was indeed a great achievement in that it brought together 
a representative group from every denomination in the Ceylon Church". E.P.S. Geneva 


UNITED STATES Help to D.Pes 


Protestant and Eastern Orthodox denominations in the United States have provided 
a total of 26,279 assurances, enabling about 60,000 Displaced Persons to enter the 
United States. 


In reporting to the Church World Service Board of Directors at their Sept ember 
tieeting in New York, Mr. Charles S, Sowder, Associate Director of the Displaced Per= 
‘sons Department of C.W.Se, stated that "a progress has been made under the Blankes 
Assurance Programme, and that 5,641 job and home assurances have already been provided 
by individuals and groups to support the 19,085 blanket assurances given by 20 denom~ 
inations and Church Councils". 


E 


Mr. Sowder pointed out that these supporting assurances were "in addition to the 
7,194 completed assurances which we already have", and called attention to the fact 
shat each assurance makes possible immigration of an average of slightly more than 
two individuals, 


ik 205,000 displaced persons are permitted by present legislation to enter the 
United States in a two year period, and the various public service agencies concerned 
With the displaced persons problem are engaged in the task of securing from persons or 
groups in America the four assurances which are required by the law for the entry of 
every DP family. 
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Fred W. Ramsay, Executive Vice-President, and Roland Elliott, Director of the 
Department of Displaced Persons of Church World Service are now in Europe to con» 
fer with the C.W,S. staff to make certain that the selection. of displaced persons 
through the Churches is being pressed with all possible effectiveness and despatches 
The present "blanket assurance" programme of Church World Service is especially 
emphasizing the resettlement of families, wherever possible including those aged or 
‘other members of families who otherwise would be left behind, EoP.S, Geneva 


GisRMANY 


Mutual Undestandng between the Confessions: The President of the Gustav-Adolf Associa- 
‘tion in Fulda, Professor Heinzelmann, spoke on September 26 at a conference of 250 ren 
“presentatives of the Evangelical dispersion, He said that when Protestants and Catho- 
lics came in contact today, a new kind of intercourse was taking place between them, 
‘In the name of all present, he expressed his thanks to the Catholic Bishop of Fulda, 
who had sent a letter of greeting to the conterences 


‘MWe have reached the end"s The difficulties of the Church in the Russian Zone caused 
Dr. Wenzel (Director of the Central Committee of the Home Mission in the Eastern Zone) 
to send an urgent request for help to the Churches in the West, at the last meeting of 
he Council of the EKD (Evanzelical Church in Germany) Kaiserswerth, "If this help 
s not forthcoming, we have reached the end", declared Dr. Wenzel, The Council theren 
"upon decided to appeal to all the "Landeskirchen" in the’ Vestern Zones to make a spe= 
wial collection for the Home Mission in the Eastern Zone, In the meantime the Council 
‘granted a large sum toward the Beriin City Mission and the Church College in Berlin, 


Death of the Bishop cof the Germans in Galicia: On Sunday, September 16, Dr. Theodor 
Zockler died at the age of 62, Superintendent Zéckler was the founder and director 
of the Stanislaus Institutions in Poland, which undertook work on the lines of Bethel, 
though on a smaller scale, for the Home Mission, and also had a deaconessesthouse of 

their own, Dr. Zockler finally reached Stade (British Zone) » where he found new pre~ 

mises after 1945 for his deaccnessesthouge. Here he spent the last years of his life, 
continuing his work among his new scattered congregations, which bestowed on him the 
title of Bishop. 

4 

Biisctinc of Pastors from all Zcnes; The first meeting of German Pastors since the war 

was held at Neustadt (Palatinate) recently, The President of the Pastors! associa~ 

_ tions in the Eastern Zone pointed out the urgend necessitiy for 'ypung pastors from 


_ Western Germany to voluntecr for service in the Eastern Zone", E.P.S, Geneva 
he 


U,S.S.R. "Amsterdam" and Orthodoxy? 


The "Journal of the Moscow Patriarchate" publishes an article in its 5th number 
for 1949, which is extremely critical of the Amsterdam Assembly. 


_ This official paper of the Russian Orthodox Church in the U.S.5.R. previously pub= 
lished in particular tiie decision of the Moscow Church Sonference held in July 1948, 

when it refused the invitation of the World Council to attend its First Assembly and 
thus to obtain first~hand knowledge about its activities (see E, P.S. Noo 31/1948) 
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_ G, Rasumowskij, High-Priest in Moscow, now comes out of the seclusion imposed upon 

‘him by this decision, and states his attitude towards the results of the constitutive 

assembly of the World Council, in whose birth and growth from 19251949 the Russian 
hurch was prevented by eieoanvbanies from playing any part, 


_ He remarks that in his condemnation of the ecumenical movement he does not wish "to 
fend his Christian brethren throughout the world" but only "to warn" them The 
Amsterdam Assembly and its results had, in his opinion, "fully justified the decision 
‘of the Moscow Church Conference in 1948", 


We have extracted the following essential points, to which we have Bihan certain 
comments and corrections, 
1, Rasumowskij regards Amsterdam as "a failure", because it betrayed "the real idea 
f Christian unity", i.e., the "intimate meeting of Christians in the Son of God", 
he proof of this"betrayal of spiritual ideals" by the World Council, he says, is 
its “open surrender" since the World Conference of Faith and Order in Edinburgh in 

It is no longer "the strategy of the World Council" to urge its adherents "to 
sek the Kingdom of God", Instead it leads them into an artificial "ecumenical ecstasy" 
1 order to "conceal the divisions in the Church" from them and thus give a deceitful 
pression of a "pseudo-unity". 


‘@ In addition, he declared, the World Council was feverishly trying to build up an 
meee sation, like that of the Vatican, so as to become a political power, which was 
“an ominous symptom" for mankind, The Moscow Patriarchal Church refused to become 
involved with a "Third Rome"; it intended to devete itself solely to "the way of 


God's Kingdom't, 


3. Furthermore, Rasumowskij said that the Amsterdam Assembly had not been "a conference 
of Churches" in the real sense, but "a meeting of representatives of associated organi~ 
sations" and church-groups with "consultants from the World Council itself, Churches 
like the non—Greek Orthodox Churches had been faced by the choice either to appear at 
Amsterdam as “participants without influence" or as "mere observers", 


xe eH Ke 


Comment: With regard to the first point, the Faith and Order Movement did not look 
on its 1937 Conference as the end, but rather as the beginning of the new period of 
*k; it is now preparing for a world conference in 1952, This movement has become 
e of the most important branches of the World Council of Churches, which has taken 


he whole of its work, At Amsterdam ragag al 1 the questions which had been dealt 


% 5S, Rasumowskij cannot fail to have read the section relating to this in the Amster- 
am Report, 


With regard to the second point ~ that the World Council is trying to become a polite 
cal power - this is based on a serious misunderstanding, The Assembly sought (in the 
Words of its Message) "to speak boldly in Christ‘s name both to those in pover and to 
the people", But it said equally clearly that it could not identify itself with any 
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solitical system. The genius of the World Council is precisely to include in its fel- 
lowship Christians of very different political convichions, who agree in their desire 
© proclaim the Lordship of Christ over all sections of life, 


With regard to the third point, the Assembly was very definitely a meeting of 
Churches. All the decisions of the Assembly were taken by the official delegates 
alone ; the consultants were not entitled to vote, The non=Greek Orthodox Churches 
would not have been "tolerated as participants without influence, or mere observers", 
for they had been expressly invited to decide for themselves whether they wished to 
be represented officially by a delegation or only by observers. E,P,S,Geneva 


Doctors! Conf=rence at the Ecumenical Institute 


. The third international conference of Christian doctors was held at the Ecumen= 
ical Institute, Bossey, from September 11 to 18, 1949, It was attended by about fifty 
ctors and specialists in different branches of medicine, They came from nine differ- 
ent Kuropean countries and included members of the Reformed, Lutheran, Roman-Catholic 
and Orthodox Churches, 


Dr. Tournier of Geneva and Professor Kraemer, Director of the Institute, were in 
arge of the daily periods of Bible study which dealt with matters of special interest 
/medicine. "What a doctor does dependsto a very large extent on his conception of 
an", we read in one report on the Conference. Science shows him nothing but the me~ 
cal side of man. It is only his faith which shows him what is peculiar to man, 
distinguishes him from the animal and makes him into a personality: the Spirit. 

e the doctor who wishes to treat the whole man cannot confine himself to physical, 
al and psychological examination and treatment, He must grasp the spiritual 
icance of the disease and help his patient to realise his spiritual destiny, his 
n experience of God, which often plays an important part in his cure. 


‘ Most of the discussions during this week in 1949 were devoted to the problems of 
arriage, love and sex. The Bible regards man and wife as one "person", sharing their 
ions, vocation and illnesses. Man does not exist without woman, nor woman without 


In God's plan, marriage should allow the personality to develop, The unmarried 
man, if he accepts celibacy as a vocation, can pass through the same stages from selfish 
re to self-sacrifice. It is only the doctor who carries out in his own home the full 
destiny of marriage who can help his patients to discover its secret; innumerable ill- 
hesses, both physical and psychological, are caused by conjugai maladjustment. 


All acknowledged the need fa theolsgians and doctors to examine together the 
fie 1d of medicine, The group decided to convene another conference at Bossey in Sep» 
ember 1950, E.P.S, Geneva 
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1.D STATES Urge Refugee Aid Continued by United Nations 
Continued international aid to refugees and stateless persons hes been 
urged upon the United Nations’ General Assembly by the ‘Yorld Council of Churches 
ind the Intsrnational Mi sionary Council. 


Citing the "obligation of the Churches to assist these uprooted people 
throughout the world", the church bodies, speaking through the Comission of the 
Churches on International Affairs, have sent a letter dated October 6 to the 59 
national representatives in Committee III of the General Assembly calling for an 
U.N. international authority to supplant the Int-rnational Refugee Organisation 
by some continuing body.The IRO is,in principle, scheduled fa dissolution on June 
30, 1950, and the question of refugees is now on the agenda for discussion. 


, The Church group also asked for allocation of funds sufficient to "assure 
both rapid and effective action". Declaring that decisions by governmental agencies 
are “in large measure responsible for the origin and persistance" of the refugee 


Problem, the letter called on the General Assembly's Social, Humanitarian and Cultural 


Committee "to remedy past deficiencies and achieve a sound plan for alleviating human 
misery". 


In making the plea for refugee aid, Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, director of 
the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, emphasized the action taken 
by the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches in July at Chichester, 
England, which called"upon. those member Churches which were in a position to help, 
to use their influence on behalf of continued and increasing... action for refugees," 
and entrusted the Church Commission with a mandate for continuing work on the problem 


at the international political level. E.P.S, Geneva 
UNITED STATES "The Mission of the Anglican 


Communion is Reunion of all Christendom" 


At the General Convention cf the Protestant Episcopal Church in the U.S.A., 
held in San Francisco, Dr. Cyril Forster Garbett, Archbishop of York, declared that 
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the "worldwide mission" of the Anglican communion is the ultimate reunion of all 
Christendom. 


He added that Anglicanism was "called by God to make a distinctive con~ 
tribution" toward "healing the divisions of Christendom" because "within it there 
is found both Catholicism and Protestantism", 


"The Churches of the Anglican communion, the Archbishop asserted, "con— 
fess openly that they are Catholic whenever they say the creed 'I believe in the 
Holy Catholic Church', We possess the Catholic scriptures, the Catholic creeds, the 
Catholic sacraments, and the Catholic ministry, But we also say that the Church 
is Protestaht: for we reject the authority of the Pope, and we accept the Script- 

_ ures as the final authority for what is necessary for salvation, and we claim 
spiritual freedom... 


"But", he continued, "The Anglican communion is not a compromise for 
the sake of peace, but a comprehension for the sake of truth. The fact that with 
in the Anglican communion are found both the Catholic and Protestant streams of 
fiought enables it to enter into understanding and friendly relations with both the 
ancient and the Reformed Churches", 


Pointing out that many Churches of the Anglican communion were engaged 
in discussion with other Churches as to how best they may come together, the Arch-~ 
bishop said: 


"T frankly see no short cuts to anything like corporate reunion, but 
long before this is possible I look with the greatest confidence towards increasing 
friendship and cooperation between the different Churches. We must know one another 
well enough to be able to talk over quite frankly the matters on which we disagree: 
we should not be content with purring contentedly over those on which we already 
agree. We must be led to like one another sufficiently to long for the day when 
@ bowing acquaintance may be transformed into active fellowship in the service of 
the one Lord." 


Before reaching the end of this address, which was marked by a standing 
ovation from the Convention, the Archbishop told of worshipping in recent years 
"with the Russians in their cathedral in Moscow, with the Greeks in Athens, with 
the Armenians in Jerusalem and with the Ethiopians in Abyssinia". Only two years 
ago, he added, he had a "long talk"with the Most Rev. Joseph Beran, Roman Catholic 
Archbishop of Prague, whom he described as "that good, brave and heroic man who is 


now withstanding atheistic persecution". E.P.S. Geneva 
CHINA Communists, Missionaries Jointly Operate Medical 
Ney EAR "School 


A new curriculum has been adopted by the Church of Scotland's medical 
school at Mukden which may "foreshadow a radical change in the teaching programmes 
of all similar institutions in China", according to Dr. T.L.Liu, dean of the school. 


Dr. Liu, who was in Shanghai to recruit teachers for the enlarged Mukden 
school, said the new curriculum is being introduced following an agreement between 
Church of Scotland missionaries and the Communist government for joint operation 
_ of the school and its teaching hospitai for a period of eight years. 
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Under the new teaching plan, 1,500 graduates are expected to be turned 
out yearly, instead of from 20 to 25, as formerly. 


t "Tt, is mass production to meet China's tremendous need for doctors, pare 
ticularly in the rural areas," Dr, Liu said. "It is radical, bit it is realistic. 
The plan has already been tried out in Harbin on a somewhat smaller scale, but Mukden 
will be the testing ground for all China", 


According to the new plan, he declared, the Communist government will 
assume entire financial responsibility for the hospital and School. All the person- 
nel have been retained, including seven British missionaries. 


The medical course at liukden has been cut from six years to fours Instead 
of pursuing a general course first and then concentrating on his special field, the 
student will specialise from the beginning. 


Some missionaries are not too happy over the new plan, Dr- Liu said, but 
they are “seeing it through". He explained that the staff must be increased, lecture 


halls enlarged,and more teaching equipment found. ~oP.S. Geneva 
| actere ISLANDS Melanesian Anglican Diocese Morking Centenary 


One of the "most scattered dioceses in the world", the Church of England 
Diocese of Melanesia, is marking the 100th anniversary of its founding. The diocese 
includes 2,000 miles of islands in the South Pacific, with the Solomon Islands and 
the New Hebrides forming the main groups. 


Seventy-nine Melanesians are ordained priests and there are 700 native 
teachers in the mission. 


The Rte Rev. S» Gething Caulton, eighth Bishop of Melanesia, is now making 
"a goodwill tour" of New Zealand in celebration of the centenary. The tour is being 
condeuted aboard the mission ship "Southern Cross". E.P.5. Geneva 


European Y.M.C.A.s Meet in Conference at Florence 


From September 14 to 18 more than 200 delegates from 27 different countries 
met in Conference at Florence, Italy. This was the first European YMCA=conference of 
dts kind, It followed closely on the South East Area YMCA=Conference, held in Bang+ 

kok in August 1949 (see E.P,S, Nr.34), and will be followed by a Carribean and Central 
American Area Meeting in Caracas, Venezuela in October, 1949. 


= 


. Outstanding features of the Florence Conference were the addresses given 
by Professor Pedro Caba of Madric; D.Dr. Hanns Lilje, Bishop of Hanover and Professor 
_ Francesco Fiora of Milan. 


Delegates included members of the Frotestant, Orthodox and Roman Catholic 
confessions, The Conference had very positive results in strengthening the unity of 
purpose and common understanding of those present, over and above the differences of 
nationality, race and confession. E.P.5. Geneva 
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HUNGARY Ecumenical Work 


The Hungarian Church Press (Budapest) gave in its last edit ion (October 
4, 1949) the following report on the ecumenical work in Hungary today: 


‘The Hungarian Committee of the World Council of Churches held its 
first working conference since its reorganisation on September 16, 1949, at the 
Central Headquarters of the Hungarian Reformed General Conventus in Budapest, Albert 
Bereczky, Reformed bishop and Dr. Ivan Retk, inspector general of the Hungarian 
Lutheran Church, presided at the meeting. Dr.Ladislaus Pap, professor of theology, 
who performed his tasks as general secretary and vice-president of the Hungarian 
Committee of the World Council of Churches with extraordinary zeal and devotion, 
had already resigned his office some time before and it was at this meeting that he 
submitted his closing report, which was gratefully received by the Committee. 


"Several important decisions were made by the Committee, among others 
the continuation of ecumenical evanzelistic campaigns was resolved, The sub-committee 
for evangelism was entrusted with the working ovt of the schene. 


"Further, the arrangement of an ecumenical conference of ministers of the 
Gospel, to be held about November 11, in the Martin Luther Missionary Institute of 
the Hungarian General Lutheran Church, was also decided. All Churches participating 
in the World Council of Churches are going to organise common Bible weeks each year 
for the furtherance of the work of the propagation of the Hungarian Bible, 


"Dr. Ladislaus Makkai, general secrétary, and Dr, Julius Groo, vice- 
president, were requested to get into personal touch with the Geneva Headquarters 
of the World Council of Churches," 


The work of the re~organised ecumenical committee is now in full swing 
and there is every encouragement to Look forward to the result of its activities, 
E.P,.S. Geneva 


GERMANY Refugees in Berlin 


The Rev. John H. Deutschlander, representative in Berlin of Church World 
Service (American inter-church relief organisation) and Lutheran World Relief to 
CRALOG (Council of Relief Agencies Licensed to Operate in Germany). described in 
New York recently the refugee situation in Berlin, He stated that "between four 
and five hundred refugees arive in the American sector of Berlin every day, They 
are carefully screened by persons who have themselves been in the Eastern European 
countries, and are then moved out of Berlin as quickly as possible. However, they 
cannot possibly be moved out as rapidly as they are coming in", 


"There still remains a tremendous job of peviding food and clothing for 
the despairing and destitute millions in Europe, especially the refugees"... con— 


cluded Mr. Deutschlander, E.P.S, Geneva 
SPAIN Evangelical. Church Synod 


A meeting of the Synod of the Evangelical Church in Spain was held in 
Madrid from September 21 to 26, and was attended by large numbers of pastors and 
laymen from all over Spain, 


Nr. 36 = October 14, 1949 = Sp 261 


4 Reports were presented on the activities of the various Protestant com= 
_ munities and their position in relation to the rest of the population, The members 
of the Synod issued a declaration stating their loyalty to their country and their 
desire to be of service to it. E.P.S, Geneva 


Swedish Bishop for Africa 


The first Bishop of the Swedish Lutheran Zul Church in Africa, Bishop 
Erik Sundgren, was consecrated on Sunday, October 2, at the missionary station of 
'Osearsbergs The consecration act was conducted by Bishop Torsten Ysander, Lin.= 
koping. E.P.S. Geneva 


_ FRANCE Lutheran Pastors'Tour in Scandinavia 


; In response to an invitation from the Lutheran Churches there, Bishop 
Etienne Meyer, of Paris, and Pastor Albert Greiner have left for Scandinavia on a 
goodwill mission on behalf of the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 


They will stay in turn in Denmark, Norway and Sweden, and are to lecture 
in various Churches, and in the French inetd babes of Copenhagen and Stockholm, not- 
ably on "The Problems of the Lutheran Church in France" and "The Spiritual Situation 
of the French People," They are also to go to Stavanger to visit the Norwegian 
Lutheran Mission which has long been working very successfully in Madagascar, 

E.P.S. Geneva 


FRANCE Projected Rapprochement between 
Russian Church Groups 


The Eparchiai Assembly of the Orthcdox Church in Western Europe, affiliat- 
ed to the Oecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople, met in Paris from September 
29 to October 3, with Archbishop Vladimir, the Russian Exarch, in the chair, It 
accepted a report on the life of the Church in the various parishes of the Exarchate, 
and discussed in detail questions of missionary preaching, education, social relief, 
publicity, ecumenical work and finance, 


The Assembly learnedfrom one of the reports submitted that Metropolitan 
Vladimir had made two unsuccessful attempts in three years to establish a closer 
‘unity between the separated Orthodox groups of the Russian emigration. "In July 
1946", states the report, "Metropolitan Viadimir proposed to Metropolitan Anastasius 
in Munich that he should assume the headship of a united Church," with, of wurse, 
the fullest guarantee of canonical propriety, (Metropolitan Anastasius is the head 
of a Synod which until the war had its seat in Sremski-Karlovei and was supported 
by the autonomous Orthodox Patfiarchate of Serbia, but which since its removal to 
‘Munich has described himsel? as an independent Church, affiliated neither to Moscow 
“nor to the Oecumenical Patriarchate.) The proposal had been repeated in 1948, again 
pwathout success. 


¥ The Paris Assembly then, after drawing attention to the canonical situation 

of its Exarchate, called upon the kaders of the separated Churches of Western Europe 
to meet for the settling of their differences, In preparation for such a meeting, 

the Eparchial Assembly was asked to take steps to bring about the best possible re- 
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lations with Metropolitan Anastasius' group, In addition, the Assembly considered 
it necessary that a joint "Orthodox Work Centre" be set up, so that the growing 

resistance to God in the world might in this way be combated by "living forces in 
the Church", E.P,S.Geneva 


The Brethren Service Commission 


The Brethren Service Commission reports important developments in its 
programme of aid to Germany and Austria. Refugees who are now established as far~ 
mers throughout Western Germany are +o receive a minimum of 1,200 head of heifers. 
Provision is being made for 90 high school and three college students from Germany 
to visit the United States andtake part in agricultural and domestic work. The first 
50 students left Bremerhaven in September and it is expected that the others will 
be en route for U.S.A, during the present month. 


Selected from refugee families which had to migrate from East and West 
Prussia and Silesia and start life anew in Western Germany, these students will 


live for one year with American families. E.P.S. Geneva 
UNITED STATES A Petition to Release Imprisoned 


Conscientious Objectors 


Seventy-five prominent Americans - nearly half of them churchmen =~ have 
petitioned President Truman to grant immediate freedom to imprisoned conscientious 
objectors.s 


Signers of the message said they found it "deeply disturbing" that the 
United States should continue to imprison C.0.s when there is "no national danger 
to justify the abridgement of the religious liberty of this minority", Half of the 
40 objectors still in jail, the letter noted, are members of the Society of Friends 
(Quakers), which has an outstanding "record of service to mankind", 


"We urge you", the letter called on the President, "to take steps to se- 
cure immediate and unconditioned freedom for these men, The liberty and tolerance 
afforded small minorities is the cornerstone of our democratic ways of life, and to 
permit the imprisonment of men solely because of deepset conscientious objection to 
war is an infringement of that liberty". 


Among the signers were Methodist Bishop James C, Baker of Los Angeles; | 


_ Episcopal Bishop Angus Dun of Washington, D.C.; the Rev. Harry Emerson Fosdick, New | 


York; Dr. Edwin McNeill Poteat, president of "rotestants and Other Americans United 
for Separation of Church and State; Charles F. Boss, executive secretary of the 
World Peace Commission of The Methodist Church; and the Rev. C. Oscar Johnson of 
St. Louis, president of the Baptist Womwid Alliance, ' E.P.S. Geneva 
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Inter-Church Aid Plans for the Future 


Inter-Church aid is no longer an emergency scheme of assistance to destroyed 
hurches in Europe but a continuing task enabling the Churches throughout the world 
© share one another's burdens, needs, blessings and joys, That was the underlying 
Onclusion governing future planning reached at a special conference in Geneva this 
month, attended by Mr. Fred Ramsey, Executive Vice-President “f Church World Service, 
Mr. Roland Elliot, Director of the Displaced Persons Section of CWS, Mr. Henry Koch, 
Director of the Evangelical and Reformed Church Commission of CWS, who had recently 
toured Germany, Austria, Greece, Italy and France, investigating the needs of the 
Churches there. 


At that conference the Church World Service representatives discussed those 
needs and future plans with staff members of the Department of Inter-Church Aid of 
_ the World Council of Churches, its administrative committee and with leaders of the 
Churches in Great Britain, Switzerland and other countries, Dr. Visser 't Hooft, 
General Secretary of the World Council, pointed out that while the material situation 
in Europe has greatly improved even among refugees, the spiritual situation is more 
erucially critical, for their leaders are more fatigued and Christians are more un- 
certain in the face of the political void that at any time during the past five years, 


In view of the need that spiritual and material aid should go hanc=in—hand, 
Plans for pastoral care, rehabilitation and vocational training as well as for physic- 
relief and welfare of refugees were considered. During the first nine months of 
1949 distressed European Churches had received 4,000,000 dollars and approximately 
5,000,000 worth of contributed goods and clothing from Churches in other countries, 


As regards needs for 1950, the Administrative Committee placed before Mr. Ram- 
sey a request to discuss with the American Churches the possibility of raising suf- 
ficient funds to cover amongst other items facilities of recuperation for religious 
leaders, training and scholarships for youth leaders, aid to refugees and lay evangel- 
ism, E.P.S.Geneva 


a 
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_ CHINA New Type of Missionary Asked for China 


According to mission leaders in Shanghai, a new type of missionary is needed to 
‘meet the new conditions in China, 


One missionary suggested a "missionary task force" of young unmarried men, each 
equipped with some productive skill ~ a technical skill, a trade, a handicraft, or 
agricultural training - with which he could make a specific contribution to the com- 
munity in which he lives, He should learn the language before he came to China. 


a Unmarried women also, it was said, could fir very well into the new picture. | 
They could enter Chinese homes and establish close relationships with the people 


1 
¢hrough everyday contacts in the home with women and childrens 


Ny 
Another missionary also recommended young unmarried men as recruits, to work 
in teams according to their skill. He suggested that they be "steeped in Marxism", 
well trained in theology, particularly apologetics in relation to modern issues, 
such as: "Can Christianity and Communism come to terms"? 


He also stressed the importance of the "emotional attitude" of the new mission~ 
ary. "He should not have the feeling that he is attempting to compete with Commun 
ism", he explained, "but should stand squarely on his own feet as a Christian. On 
the other hand, he cannot be 'other-worldly’ ~ offering the kind of religion which 
‘can be called an opiate". E.P.S. Geneva 


The Church of Greese and the Worid Council of Churches 


ee An American news agency has recently circulated the summary of a report on the 
conditions which the Orthodox Church should set for further participation in the World 
Council of Churches. This report was said to represent the views of the majority pf 
the delegates of the Church of Greece to the First Assembly of the World Council of 


Churches. 


We are informed that the report which was thus. summarised represents only one 


of several reports to the Holy Synod and that it was drawn up by one or two of the 


delegates and by one of the Bishops who did not attend the Assembly. 


— 


. Tre present situation is and remains as described by Professor Alivisatos in his 
‘statement to the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches at Chichester 
(see E.P.S.Nr. 29), namely that the Holy Synod was provisionally decided to continue 
‘cooperation with the World Council of Churches, and that it will soon undertake @ full 
‘study of the situation on the basis of severalze, «rts prepared by delegates to the 
-Amsterviam Assembly E.P.S. Geneva 
 GERVANY Bible Production in the Eastern Zone 


- The Altenburg Bible Society, an old Bible Society situated in the Russien Zone 
of Germany has decided to resume its activity in the realm of Bible productione This 
represents an important step. towards the provision of the Scriptures needed in the — 


eastern zone and the Altenburg Socie 
_ Of the Bible in octave, a si 


ty is planning to begin by printing 1°0,000 copies 
y ize which is much sought after in the east, owing to the 
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fact that the type is larger than that of a normal-sized Bible, and is more suitable 
_ for the many people whose eyesight has suffered as a result of the shortage of food. 
4 E.P,B. Geneva 


A Russian Orthodox Voice on the Ecumenical Movement 


‘ The following resolution has been adopted by the General Synod of the Russian 
_ Exarchate in Western Europe of the Ecumenical Patriarche in Constantinople — of which 
_ Metropolitan Vladimir in Paris is the head =, in its session of October 5, 1949: 


"1, The General Synod of the Russian Exarchate of the Ecumenical Patriarchate 

' in Western Europe recognizes that the Ecumenical Movement is a most important factor 
_ in the spiritual life of Christianity to-day, and invites everyone who feels himself 
able and ready, to take part in it and asks the Bishops of the Exarchate to be con— 
_ cerned for the ecumenical work of the Exarchate, 


"2. The General Synod takes note of the fact that the Orthodox Church, as a whole, 


“practice of the Orthodox Churches —as it+was maintained during the 25 years of parti-= 
cipation tw the Orthodox representatives in the Ecumenical Movement = has to be con- 
sidered as having a directing forces, 


"The Synod considers, that according to this experience, the main task of Ortho 
dox participation in the Ecumenical Movement consists in bearing witness to the truth 
of Orthodoxy which is entrusted to the Church not only for the salvation of the flock 
inside her sacred walls, but to enlighten the whole world. 


"The Synod considers that this witness has to be rendered in the spirit of leve 
and tolerance towards Non-Orthodox Christians, but with full intransigence towards 
_ any compromise in questions of faith. 


"The Synod considers that the spirit cf Christian brotherhocd which characterises 
the Ecumenical Movement should not become a pretext for misinterpreting the Movement 
as an organ cf the Ecumenical Church, In the Orthodox belief this Ecumenical Church 
‘is given and realised only in the Orthodox Church", E.P.S, Geneva 


Dr, Martin Niemdller on his Tour 
| 
7 Dr, Martin Niemdller, Director of the Ecclesiastical Office for External 
‘Affairs, and President of the Evangelical Church of the Province of Hesse and Nassau, 
writes of his tour in Australia: 


"We have launched on the second third of our programme, which took us 
Perirst to Canberra, the Commonwealth capital, which has been twenty years ‘in process 
"of formation’, ie still has only 18,000 inhabitants, Yesterday, Sunday (September 
®t was a Besat seul dav there, and this morning's papers write with much astonish— 
ment of the size of the meetings, But when some 1,500 people out of 18,000 actually 
meet on one particular Sunday, they do think that is something rather special, 


"This whole week we shall be spending in the State of Victoria, in and 
around Melbourne, that is, in a radivs of 190 miles or more, Even here in the eastern 


has not taken any official decision on the Ecumenical question, Therefore, the present 
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part of the country we have been having people coming, singly or in groups, from 
distances of anything up to 220 miles! . 


"The first evening in the Stadium in Sydney there were more than 10,000 
people present. Later on, we had one marquee to seat 4,000 which was so full every 


evening that the side walls had to be rolled up. But after all, what is that in a 


city of millions? There is a lot of work still to be done, and the Church has no 


time to go to sleep over it". E.P.S, Geneva 
AUSTRIA | New Evangelical Church 


‘Constitution in Force 


On October 1, 1949, the new Church constitution adopted by the United 
General Synod on January 25 (see EPS No. 7), came into force. After its confirma~ 
tion by the Ministerial Council, the following declaration regarding its basis, 


principles and purposes was read in the churches on October 2: 


"The Evangelical Church of the Augsburg and Helvetic Confessions in 


’ Austria is in unity with the One Holy Christian Church, It confesses the Triune 


God, bases its beliefs upon the Gospel of Jesus Christ to which the whole of Holy 


‘Scripture bears witness, and bows to the mandate laid upon it by its Lord simply to 


preach the Gospel and to administer the Sacraments in accordance with the Word of 
> God. 


'The Evangelical Church of the Augsburg and Helvetic Confessions in 


Austria represents the joining together of the Evangelical Church of the Augsburg 
- Confession and the Evangelical Church of the Helvetic Confession on Austrian terri- — 


tory in brotherly service, in united works of love and in a united administration. 


"These two Churches, which God has brought together in the course of 
their history, are one in their attachment to the way followed by their Fathers in 
Reformation times, and, above all, to the realisation that salvation is in Christ 
Jesus alone, offered by His grace by God alone, and received through faith alone. 
They know that they are bound in confession, in doctrine and in spiritual governance 
to their articles of belief, but know also that they are called upon to submit such 
confession continually to the test of Holy Scripture. 


'The articles of belief of the Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Con- 
fession are those of the Lutheran Church as drawn up in the Liber Concordiae. For 
the Evan,elical Church of the Helvetic Confession the chief articles of belief are 
the Second Helvetic Confession and the Catechism of Heidelberg. 


"The Evangelical Church of the Augsburg and Helvetic Confessions in 
Austria, convinced that the whole outward governance of the Church must be decided 
by the dommission laid upon her by the Lord of the Church, thus issues its consti~ 


tution for its use in accordance with this commission". E.P.S, Geneva 
GERMANY "We are still one People" 


The Council of the Evanzelical Church in Germany, meeting in Berlin on 
October 17, issued the following statement, after detailed discussion of the politic- 
al situations 


Sd 
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"The creation of a Federal Government for the Federal Republic of Germany 


in the West, and of a provisional Government for the German Democratic Republic in 


the East, has once more demonstrated the sundering of Germany into two separate 


_ halves, as a result of the disunity between the occupying Powers. The Council of 
_ the Evangelical Church in Germany, recognising its responsibility for Evangelical 
Christians in East and West alike, calls upon its pari shes to seek, in the dire 


tribulation of this fission in our people, for the guidance of God, Who amid it all 
comes forth to us in His judgment and His mercy. 


"Notwithstanding all decisions taken by the Powers of this world ruling 
over us, we are still one people, and thence bound to brotherly fellowship with 
one another and to brotherly regard for one another. Let us not cease to pray for 
one another, or to stand up for one another in selfless love, 


"Yet in the great trouble of this our dismemberment, we may see revealed 


_ the judgment of God upon our failures, And our only way of overcoming this trouble 


Prsais set as - 


is by returning, one and all, to the commandments of God, God's holy commandments 
are, unalterably, the sure foundation for a just governmce in the lives of nations. 
They bind us in duty to justice and truth, They make it impossible for the rule of 
States to misprise the free arbitration of conscience. 


"We call upon those German men and women who have now taken the respons 
sibility of government upon their shoulders to order their dexlings in accordance 
with the truth and justice which God enjoins. We expect «7? uoth German Governments 
that they will do all in their power to restore to the German people a new wnity 
in its institutions of State. 


"And we call vpon the men and women of our people to fulfil their duty 
of obedience to the State authority now created, in the freedom that comes from 
personal responsibility before God, God has never deserted them that walked by 
His commandments. Yet we would commend our people, the rulers and the ruled, to 


His all=pardoning and inexhaustible mercy". E.P.S. Geneva 
U.S.S.R. The Question of Russian Education 


All publishing work in the Sovict Union is the responsibility cf the 
State, which guarantees freedom of worship to its citizens, but is at the same time 


"governed exclusively by the discoveries of science". It is therefore rather re=- 


markable when we find presented to a wide circle of readers the "selected works" 


of a Christian educator of the nineteenth century, published by the State specia— 


lists in pedagogy as a supplement to the educational periodical'Sovietskaya Paeda= 
gogika!', 


K.D.Ushinsky, whose long-forgotten works on "fundamental problems of 


‘Russian Education" have already appeared in their third edition in Leningrad, was 


- among the advocates of Christian principles "in the period of transition from the 


feudal monarchy to the bourgeois" (182477). The specifically Christian aspect of 
his thought is fully brovght sub in the new editions of his works, and also in the 
numerous articles which have appeared concerning him, The preface to the last volume 


does, it is true, contain an official statement to the e:fect that certain influences © 
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of his day are reflected in his educational views which are today to some extent wn 
acceptable to Soviet philosophy, It is, for instance, stated that "instruction in 

the catechism in school curricula" must continue to be regarded as "detrimental to the 
udy of the natural sciences", 


a Ushinsky's views on education are, however, otherwise treated as being vir- 
ually those of a genuine popular educator; indeed, according to a statement by Mr. 
Kalinin, "they can only be put into operation under our Socialist order." Even though 
shinsky “has not fully explored the subject" in his evaluation of the natural sciences, 
is Betzee "have nevertheless a strong claim on the attention of Soviet education 
erts", 


Ushins'y*s posthumous writings, the preface goes on, “are a classic effort 

to solve the perennially lively and interesting problems of education". In this con- 
lection even the Jesuits are accorded a measure of praise, in that, "as capable educat- 
ors," they “were concerned to train the soul of the student" as well as merely to pass 
mn knowledge. 


he Russian reader may further observe that to Ushinsky, who "rejected the 
pevailing clericalism of his time", the "sole ideal of perfection, acknowledged by 
il nations, was the Christian ideal of life." Ushinsky is then quoted as saying, 
Only religion, which solves the problems of the wrld in the hearts of men, and 
iience, in its final, selfless, philosophical interpretation, are capable of pure 
veying the necessary nourishment to the immortal spirit of man in the world", A 
school's duty is to "exhibit the most precious element in man, the knowledge of him 
self as an integral part of the Imperishable, and of the spiritual development of 

the human race", 


7 With regard to "the principles of Russian education", it is added, "The 
ime is perhaps no longer very distant when every educated foreigner will enter into 
the ancient and reverend temple of Christianity as it has been maintained in the East", 
E.P,S. Geneva 


The United Nations and Silent Minutes for Prayer 


; The Legal Committee of the United Nations voted on September 9 to open and 
jlose the annual General Assembly with one minute of silence dedicated to prayer or 
Meditation, leaving it up to each delegate to use that time to pay homage to his God, 


editate on the principles of the United Nations, or both» The approval is subject 
© action by the full Assembly. 


q By a vote of 44 to O, the fifty-nine nation committee approved Secretary 
General Trygve Lie's proposal (see E,P.S, No, 23), as modified by a special committee 
to carry into effect the many hundreds of letters requesting the United Nations to 
‘pay some deference to religion, Seven nations did not vote on the proposal. They 
Russia, White Russia, the Soviet Ukraine, Poland, Czechoslovakia and 
E.P.S, Geneva 
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East Asian Churches Will Plan Future Evangelism at Bangkok 


The Younger Churches of East Asia will plan evangelism to meet the needs 
of their peoples in a revolutionary religious, social and political situation at a 
joint conference, the first of its kind, with representatives of the International 
"Missionary Council and the World Council of Churches, at Bangkok, Siam, from Decem- 
ber 4 = 11, 1949 (see also EPS Nr.28), 

The conference, which is being arranged by the Asian Churches, will be 
attended by 80 delegates from 16 countries, ranging from Australia and New Zealand 
_to U.S.A, The majority of the delegates will come from East Asian countries, namely: 
Burma, Ceylon; China, India, Pakistan, Indo-China, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Malaya, 

North Borneo, Okinawa, the Philippines and Sian, 


Delegates will include Bishop Hinsuki Yashiro of the Episcopal Anglican 
Church of Japan, the Revs Tsamu Omura, Executive Secretary of the Kyodan and Mr, 
B,L.Rallia Ram, President of the Indian and Pakistan Christian Council. 


The general theme of the conference is a survey of the task confronting 
the Christian Churches in a Gontinent undergoing rapid transformation. A series 
of reports by delegates on the situation in their countries will be presented, 


Professor Devandandan of India and Dr, Francis Wei of China will speak on 
he cultural heritage there. Bishop Leslie Newbiggin of the United Church of South 
os will address the conference on the strategy of evangelism. 
The problem of safeguarding religious liberty in the setting of national 
traditions and of the Communist challenge will be another important concern of the 
conference. 


Delegates will consider means to deepen understanding and strengthen re- 
lationships between the East Asian Churches and also between them and the ecumenical 
movement as a whole, 
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Sharing of the common pool of experience in their respective countries 
will also be the contribution of the youth delegates, one from each Asian country. 
They include the Rev. Paul Rompas, Secretary of the Ecumenical Youth Council in 
Indonesia, who has been seeking to unite Christian youth there, 


, The World Council of Churches is sending to the conference Dr. W.A. 
; “Visser 't Hooft, the General Secretary, and Miss Jean Fraser, the Secretary of 
the Council's Youth Department, 


The International Missionary Council will be represented by its Presi- 

dent, Dr. John A, Mackay (President of Princeton Theological Seminary) from U,S.A., 
and by the Secretary, Mr. Charles Ranson. The delegate of the Swedish Missionary 
_ Societies will be Dr, Arvid Bafverfeldt. E.P,S, Geneva 


UNITED STATES Episcopal Church Conven~ 
tion and Ecumenicity 


"The Living Church" (October 9, 1949) reports as follows on the General 
Convention of the Episcopal Church held in San Francisco, 


"A historic moment arrived in “he General Convention," the periodical 
‘says, "when the House of Bishops concurring with the House of Deputies, adopted the 
recommendations of the Commission on Approaches to Unity for approval of the Com- 
mission's Statement of Faith and Order, continuance of the Commission and its work, 
and intensive study of the unity problem, both within the Church and in relation to 
f other Churches... 


f "In contrast with several previous Conventions, the House of Deputies 
_ received the report of the Joint Commission on Approaches to Unity without acrimon-~ 
ious debate and discussions... 


"An important report presented to the House was that of the members of 
the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches, representing the Episcopal 

Church. The report was signed by Bishop Dun of Washington and Charles P. Taft, the 
_ two members representing the Church on the Central Committee, Biziop Dun said: 


; "tThe purposes to which the member Churches are committed together are 
_ to carry forward the work of the two world movements for unity in Faith and Order, 
_ and in Life and Work; to facilitate comon action by the Churches; to promote 
co-operation and study, to promote the growth of ecumenical consciousness, to estab= 
lish relations with denominational federations of worldwide scope, and with other 
ecumenical movements; to call world conferenceg on specific subjects, and to support 
_ the Churches in their task of evangelism... 


"MWe would stress again the fact that the covenant to stay together, 
made at Amsterdam, is binding on us all and dees not apply simply to the chosen re= 
presentatives of our Churches who were privileged to attend the first Assembly... 


"'Tt is doubtful whether a Commission of a General Comvention meeting 
every three years is a sufficient instrument in itself for a continuing and respon- 
sible relationship. Since our National Council is the administrative centre of our 
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“Church's life and work, consideration might well be given to the advisability of 
establishing as a part of that Council a Committee or Department on Ecumenical Re~ 
lationships*. 


"At a meeting of the National Council Bishop Dun offered a resolution \ 
providing for an Ecumenical Committee, which resolution was passed. The Joint Ecumen- 


Faith and Order, of which Bishop Dun is also chairman, would presumably divide some 
of its functions with the National Council Committee on the same subject." 
| B,P.S.Geneva 


“UNITED STATES Church Women Approve Na- 
} tional Council of Churches 


The national board of managers of the United Council of Church Women, 
Beeting in Los Angeles on October 13, 1949, voted to affiliate with the proposed 
National Cowmcil of Churches of Christ in the United Statas of America, thus assuring 
its creation. By the board's action the Council becomes the seventh of eight eligible 
‘inter-denominational bodies to approve the formation of the new national organisation 
(see EPS Nr. 26). 


Other agencies which have given approval are the Federal Council of 
Churches, the United Stewardship Council, the National Protestant Council of Higher 
awoation, the International Council of Religious Education, the Home Missions Coun- 

i1 of North America, and the Missionary Education Movement of the United States 
and Canada, The Foreign Missions Conference of North America is the only eligible 
agency which has voted not to affiliate with the National Council, 


Dr, Earl F, Adams, executive secretary of the planning committee for the 
P proposed National Council, said in New York that the approval of the women marked 
"the final preliminary step in constituting a new over-all body for co-operative 

Ch: 4stian action in the United States", It marked also the end of nine years' study 
and planning. 


Dr. Adams announced that a constituting convention for the new inter— 
enominational body would be held im Cleveland, November 26 to December 2, 1950. 
When the new organisation is completed, each of the seven Protestant 
ect will give up its separate identity and become an integral part of the Nation— 
1 Council. The functions formerly performed by’ each group will be carried on by the 
Bet ous divisions or departments of the new body. 


Twenty-five major Protestant denominations in the United States have 
lso approved the merger, These include every denomination holding a voting member— 
ship in the Federal Council of Churches, E.P.S. Geneva 


UNITED STATES New Greek Orthodox Metropolitan for New York 


Metropolitan Michael Constantinidis of Corinth was named Greek Orthodox 

Mirchbishop of New York by the Holv Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, ruling body 
of Hastern Orthodoxy. He succeeds Archbishop .thenagoras who was elected Ecumenical 
- . 
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ical Commission of General Convention, a different body proposed by the.Jaink . Uurission on 
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Patriarch late last year after having held the New York post for 18 years. 


The New York archdiocese exercises jurisdiction over all Greek Orthodox 


sommunities in North and South America, E.P.S. Geneva 


SOUTH AFRICA Negroes Ask Church Lead Against Segregation 


. South Africa's Churches were called on in Kimberley on October ll, 1949, 
by the executive committee of the Coloured People's National Union to take the lead 
in "organising a national convention to protest against the governments's intention 
to disfranchise Negroes", 

; 

jj The Union group urged Negroes everywhere to "use whatever legitimate 
means they can to resist apartheid (segregation)" and demanded that the government 
abandon its segregation policy. E.P.S. Geneva 


JAPAN First Christian Centre Planned in 1950 


' A Tokyp Christian Centre will be in operation early in 1950, the Japan 
Bible Society announced, , 


: The Centre, already the howe of Christian Literature Society and the 
Bible Society, will house all Protestant missions in Tokyo, the National Christian 
Council, the Japan Christian Education Association, the Japan Council of Religious 
Education, the headquarters of the United Church of Christ in Japan (Kyodan) and all 
Christian welfare organisations located in the city. ; 

: The Tokyo Christian Centre is part of a movement which appears to be 
growing among Japanese clergymen and laymen to erect "Christian Centres" in the heart 


of Japan's large cities. E.P.S, Geneva 
GERMANY Visit by Archbishop Ser- 


gius to Bishop Dibelius 
Archbishop Sergius, of the Russian Orthodox Church, who, as the repre- 
sentative of the Moscow Patriarchate in Germany, has his permanent residence in Potse 
on October 21 paid a returh visit to the President of the Council of the Evangel- 
41 Church in Germany, Bishop Dibelius, at the 'House of the Church' in Weissensee. 

e discussion recently begun concerning int-r-church relations was continued, and 

both parties expressed themselves as most anxious to extend their knowledge of one 
another's church, and to exchange ideas reached in the course of experience (reports 
the Evangelischer Pressedienst of Bethel, Bielefeld, in a communiqué dated October 21), 
. E.P.S,. Geneva 
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Further Transgression of Freedom ci Belief: A resolution adopted by the Finance 
sretaries of all the member—Churches of EKD (Evangelical Church in Germany) at their 

Meeting in Berlin, where they discussed the difficult financial situation of the 

_ Churches, regards it as one more violation of the principle of freedom of conscience 


and belief, when the "burdens laid on the taxpayer by the State reach such a height 
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y that it is no longer possible to contribute free gifts for the purposes of the 
_ Church," . 


‘Christ in History: The Evangelical Church authorities of the Eastern Zone have 
entered a protest against the only scientific work recommended at present to teach- 
ers of history in that Zone for use in instructing their pupils, "History of Anti- 
“quity," by W.A. Mischulin. This book states that Christ never lived at all, and 
that the Christian religion is a myth pure and simple, "This representaticn of 
Christianity, which has long been rejected by lay historical research," runs the 
resolution, "must involve our young people, almost all of whom belong to the Christ- 
ian Church, in severe struggles with their conscience. The Evangelical Churches 
therefore protest most vigorously against the continued use of this book", 
“Evangelical~Catholic Meeting: Dr. Reinold von Thadden, Chairman of the Presidial 
Committee of the German Evangelical Church Assembly, and Prince Karl of Lowenstein, 
‘President of the Central Committee of the German Catholic Assembiy, recently met 
‘at Langenburg Castle, Wirttemberg, for an exchange of viewse The friendly "Word 
to Catholic Christians" addressed by the German Evangelical Church Assembly in 
‘Hanover in 1949 in reply to the greeting of the Catholic Assembly in Mayence in 
1948 (see EPS Nr. 31) had made it a matter of particular concern to the leaders of 
the two great Christian lay organisations to learn as much as possible about one 
another's work, 


Disputations: A new form of preaching has been adopted by six Mannheim pastors, 
‘who have spent a week in disputing, in four different churches, regarding questicns 
of faith and the Church, sometimes with members of the congregation, Reporting 
this, the Evangelischer Pressedienst of Bethel, Bielefeld, stated on October 18, 
"One result deserving mention has been that the listeners were chailenged by the 
disputation to more vigorous efforts to work out what they themselves thought on 
these matters; the discussions following upon these evenings produced a much pro= 
‘fowder treatment of the pros and cons than is usual after lectures". E,P,S.Geneve 


Chrisiian Churches Close their Ranks 


October 11, 1949, saw the formal constitution of the Working Association 
of Christian Churches, Free Churches and Church Communities in the Saar. The follow- 
ing groups are members: The Evangelical Church in the Rhineland and its congrega—- 
tions in the Saar; the Protestant Land Church of the Palatinate and its congrega- 
tions in the Saar; the Mennonite Community; the Free Church Evangelical Fellowship; 
the Union of Evangelical Free Church Congregations. 


In the evening an ecumenical service was held in the church of St. John 
at St. Johann. The representatives of the various Churches, Free Churches and 

Church Communities called down God's blessing on the project, and bore witness, 

~ basing themselves on Scriptural texts, to the unity of the Body of Christ.E,P.S,Geneva 


_ CZECHOSLOVAKIA Church and State 


The Slovak Lutheran periodical "Cirkemé Listy" in its issue of October 
15 prints an article from the Communist paper "Rué Pravo" on two laws dealing with 
the Churches, since passed by the Government and the Parliament, The first concerns 


4 : 
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the setting-up of a Government Department for Church Affairs, the second the financ- 
ing of the Churches by the State. 


"The Department of Church Affairs will have the effect of centralising the ad- 
ministration of the various churches, hitherto carried on by their respective ad- 
ministrative committees, It will see that church and religious life develops in 
accordance with the Czechoslovak Constitution and with the principles of the Democrat- 
ic People's Order, on a basis of religious toleration and equality. 


a "It will be headed by a Minister appointed by the President of the Republic. 


oF 


an Slovakia the Minister will delegate his powers to a responsible deputy designated 
y ‘by the Government, who will be at the head of a Slovak Office for Church Affairs. 


y "Regarding the financing of the Churches, the law providing for the payment of 
‘all church expenses is a proof that the Democratic People's Order is not content 
‘with formally proclaiming religious liberty and the equality of the churches, but 
ensures the application of these principles by itself taking over the expense of 
the churches... 


"Under this law, the State will be responsible for the stipends of clergymen of 
all Churches and religious associations a proved by the State who occupy positions 
in parishes, church administrative bodies and church educational institutions, Ex~ 
‘penses incurred by the holding of religious services and salaries paid to the lay 
“employees of the Churches will also be the responsibility of the State, 


"The State will be responsible for the upkeep of schools and educational estabe 
lishment s" (seminaries,. theological faculties, etc) "and will administer the proper- 
ty of Churches and religious associations, This law annuls all former agreements 

_ between the State and the churches, 


‘ "On the one hand, the law will guarantee that there shall be no abuse of religion 
for purposes contrary to those of the State; on the other, loyal clergy will enjoy 
-compl=te social independence, It is the expression of the true equality of all 
Churches and religious associations, for in future none of them will enjoy privileges 
‘accorded to them in particular by the State, 


"The State," continues the Comiunist paper, "will guarantee to all Churches and 
religious associations the opportunity of developing to their full extent, and will 
‘permit them to devote themselves wholly to their spiritual and moral mission. 


"This law will without a doubt cause to band together all honest clergy who re- 
fuse to follow the reactionary directives issued by the upper hierarchy under the 
orders of the Vatican", 


The periodical of the , Branigan ica’ Church of the Czech Brethren, "Kostnické 
| dijsky," in its issue of October 20 publishes the slatement of this Church's Synodal 
Covncil relating to the new law: "The Synodai Council of the Evan elical Church of 
the Czech Brethren is taking up a positive attitude as regards this law, Although a 
living Church should be able to exist by the donations of its members, the Synodal 
Council is of the opinion that churches tdiay cannot dispense with the effective aid 
of the State, if they are desirous of fully carrying out their mission‘. 
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"Several times since the day of the Edict of Toleration has the Church 
of the Czech Brethren tasted the bitter fruit of inequality, That is why it sees 
with satisfaction that the new law imposes the equality of all churches, justice 


_ towards them all and the principle of mutual toleration. 


"This Church has decided to accept the help offered by the law, not in 
or ‘er to weaken the spirit of self~sacrifice in its members, but to procure for 
its parishes all that is needed that its spiritual work may go on, 


"In the course of the debates by the Commission for Spiritual Affairs, 


- the Church's representatives were assured that its present structure and activities 


would undergo no modification, and that i% was guaranteed the right to continue the 
free exercise of its mission. They noted with satisfaction that the Government re- 
presentatives carried on the debate in a spirit of real friendliness, and they were 
assured that the Government would guarantee the legal existence of the Christian 
Churches in the Democratic People's State, as witness the law just passed, 


"The Synodal Council of the Evangelical Church of the Czech Brethren is 
hopeful that from now on the Churches may develop in peace am harmony, and t hat 
by putting into practice the Christian principles which they profess they. may be 


instruments of moral and social progress", B.P.S¢ Geneva 


| UNIGED STATES | "Cne Great Hour of Sharing 


"One Great Hour of Sharing" has been chosen as the theme of the 1950 
concerted appeal for relief, reconstruction and inter=church aid through the radio, 


o. press and general promotion, announced [r. Stanley I. Stuber, Director of Promotion 


of Church World Service,,Inc. 


The Committee which made the final decisions consisted of the Rev, Dr. 
Edgar H.S, Chandler of the Congregational Christian Churches, Mrs. Edith Groner 
of the United Council of Church Women, the Rev, Robert Bilheimer of the World Coun- 
cil of Churches, and Dr. Stuber, The final decision: is now being announced after 
proper clearance with the denominational bodies supporting the appeal. 


The scripture verse will be, "Bear ye one another's burdens, and so ful- 
fil the law of Christ", - Galatians 6:2. 


Emphasis will be placed both upon the "hour of sharing" on Sunday morning, 
March 12, and upon a series of radio programmes which will come to a climax Saturday 


night, March 11, 1950, Besides radio promotion, the participating denominations 
_ will use a poster, special collection’ envelope, a pictorial leaflet, material for 


pastors, and a radio listeners' guide, 


Each denomination will promote its own programme as a part of the total 
campaign and will receive the funds directly through its regular collection channels, 
A campaign fund is being provided for Church World Service by the participating 
denominations for the general radio and press campaign, E.P.S. Geneva 
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World Council's General Secretary in Asia 


Dr, W.A. Visser 't Hooft, General Secvetary of the World Council of Churches, 
thas left Geneva on a tour of consultation with Church leaders both in the Near East 
and in the Far East. In this capacity he is visiting first Athens, Istanbul and 
Cairo. Together with the Rev. Charles Ranson, General Secretary of the International 
Missionary Council, he will meet Church leaders in Java, Celebes, Ambon, Sumatra 
(Batak Church) and take part in meetings at which the establishment of a Christian 
Council of Indonesia will be planned, He is also to lecture at various Colleges 

“in Indonesia before proceeding in December to Bangkok, Siam, where he will attend 
the Conference of East Asian Churches (see EPS Nr, 38) held under the joint auspices 
‘of the World Council of Churches and of the International Missionary Council, 


After the Bangkok Conference, Dr. Visser 't Hooft will proceed to Hongkong 
and Burma for meetings with Church leaders there and he wili visit the General Coun= 
ceil of the Anglican Church of India, Burma and Ceylon. At Madras on January 8,1950, 
he will preach at the opening service of the Synod of the Church of South India, 

“At Travancore he will meet leaders of the Mar Thoma Church and of the Syrian Ortho- 
dox Church. After lectures there and at Jaffna and Colombo in Ceylon he will return 


to Geneva at the end of January. E.P.5. Geneva 


Commission to Survey Life and Work of Women in the Church 


Miss Sarah Chakko, President of the Isabella Thoburn College at Lucknow, 
India, has accepted the invitation to be chairman till the summer of 195i, of the 
Commission to investigate and report on the Life and Work of Women in the Church 
‘which will meet at the Lcumenical Institute, Bossey, near Geneva, from March 6 = 
10, 1950, to plan its task. Mrs. Kathleen Bliss of England, who edited the "Christ— 
4an News-Letter" till its termination in June 1949, has agreed to write the first 
comprehensive world-wide ecumenical survey on this subject. 


The Commission is to include, besides Miss Chakko and Mrs. Bliss, representa- 
tives of Churches from Australia, Canada, China, France, Greece, Germariy, Holland, 
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Japam, Norway, Scotland, Sweden, West Africa and the United States, 
The Amsterdam Assembly of August 1948 approved the preparation of this fur~ 
_ ther survey to follow the interim report, which was published that year, 


E.P.S,. Geneva 


Preparation for Faith and Order Conference 1952 


‘ Twenty US and Canadian theologians are planning the contribution of North 
_ American Protestant and Orthodox Churches to an authoritative attempt to foster 
‘ unity among the Churches throughout the world, 


The planning is being done by the American Theological Committee, an inter- 
_ denominational group organized by the World Council of Churches, which met in New 

York City from October 20 to 22, under’ the chairmanship of Dr, Clarence T. Craig, 

president of Drew Theological Seminary, Madison, N.Ys 


Preparing for a world assembiy of theologians planned to be held in Lund, 
Sweden, in 1952, theological groups throughout the world will be preparing four 
authoritative volumes on what theological and sociological differences keep the 
Churches divided. The last of these volumes will be what Dr. Graig terms "the 
most concerted effort ever made at a constructive Synthesis" of Christian beliefs 
held by Protestant, Catholic and Orthodox Churches, 


| According to Professor Walter M, Horton of Oberlin Graduate School of Theo- 

_ logy, Ohio, a leading member of the Committee, theologians have finally "hit the 

_ bed-rock systematic difference" which is "keeping the Churches apart,"' On tthe one 
_hand, the more authoritative types of Churches emphasise the historical continuity 

_ of the Church, Dr, Horton explained, while on the other hand, the more loosely organ- 
ized Churches emphasize direct personal, experience with the Divine, "Either of 
these enphases, pushed to its logical conciusion, would destroy Christianity," Dr, 
Horton said, “and the Churches are beginning to find it ont." 


: Arguments about specific theological points of difference among the Churches, 
_ Dr. Horton contended, will oniy be useful as they "cast light on the over-all cleav- 
_ age between two fundamentally different concepts of the Church and lead the way to 
_— E.P.S, Geneva 
wT STATES Federal Council Files Anti-Segregation Brief 


A brief was filed in the United States Supreme Court in Washington by the 
Federal Council of Churches supporting the petition of Herman Marion Sweatt, Texas 
Negro, for review of a case in which he sought admission to the University of Texas, 


= jiptcers: 
= 


The amicus curiae(friend of court) brief stated that segregation enforced by 
legal means was a denial of equal protection under law, of the dignity of individuals, 
and of the Christian concept of universal Brotherhood. 


According to the Federal Council, Sweatt's case confirms the “shesis ic 
"separate but equal facilities" in the matter of public education "tend. to maintain 
&@ permanent jattern of imposed inferiority and subjection", 
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4 ' In its brief, the Council urged that Sweatt's petition for a writ of cer- 
_ tiori be granted “in order that the inherent issue so overshadowing American life 
be fully discussed, considered and decided in this great tribunal", 


The Supreme Court was advised that the brief was filed ~ as the first of its 
kind ~ because of the Federal Council's "interest in, and concern with, the legal, 
ethical and religious principles which, it is respectfully subnitted, are challenged 
by the decisions of the courts below enforcing segregation as a result of the fact 


of race", E.P.S. Geneva 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA The Roman Catholic Church and the New Bill 


The following statement from the Roman Catholic Hierarchy of Czechoslovakia 
has been signed by the Archbishop of Olomouc, the Bishops of Hradec, Kralove, 
Kosice, Bansky Bystrica, Brno and Presov, the two Slovak Bishops who are Apostolic 
Administrators of Nitra and Trnava, the Bishop of Ceske Budejovice and Litomerice, 
the Vicar Capitular of Roznava, and the Apostoloc Administrator of Tetschen, It 
is not signed by Mgr Beran, the Archbishop of Prague, who is confined to his palace 
and was unabie to be izagent at the meeting at which the statement was drawn up, 


The Bishops thank the clergy for taking up so firm and courageous an attitude, 
and for demonstrating that "loyalty to the Church and its religious freedom is pre- 
ferable to us than a salary regulation... Our common fears for the freedom of the 
Church have been made stronger by the enactment of the law for the establishment 
of a State office for Church affairs(see B.P.S.No.33)o00 


tAs a result of all this, and by reason of a unified practice, we give you 
these directions: 


"1, According to Clause 20 of the Government Ordinance, an oath of loyalty 
to the Czechoslovas Republic of the following wording wiil be laid before you: 

"tT, (name), promise before God that I will. be loyal, to the Czechoslovai: Re- 
public and its People's Democratic Order, and that I will not undertake anything 
that would be against her intcrests, security and integrity, As a citizen of the 
People's Democratic Republic, I shall conscientiousiy fulfil my duties, which arise 
from my position, and I will try according to my strength to support the construct— 
ive efforts directed towards the prosperity of the Czech and Slovak people’. 


"The promise is to be made before Gcd, and the consequence of this is that 
what you promise and what the State demands from you must be compatible with the 
inalienable rights which originate directly from God, on whose standards, as ex- 

_ pressed by the Ten Commandments, every valid law must depend. Therefore, our 

' conscience dictates us to add to the formula of the promise this verbal or written 
reservation: 'Provided that this is not in conflict with the natural rights of 
man', 


. 
i* "2, As far as the new salaries are concerned, we proclaims 


= "The Bishops and Ordinaries will not accept tho newly regulated salaries, 
_ which are prepared also for them, For these salaries and ti3 questions connected 


with then, as well as the establishment of the new State office of Church affairs — 


Nr. 39 — November 4, 1949 —4- 278 


without doubt a matter of far-reaching significance today ~ were not negotiated 
with them, as should have been an obvious preliminary necessity. We rely on the 
assistance of the providence of God, into Whose service we have given ourselves 
completely. 


"You, however, will not be acting against your conscience and priestly honour, 
“which you have unmistakably proved in this matter, if you accept the newly regulated 
salaries. On the one hand, it is necessary to protect you from the possible un=- 

pleasant consequences and i‘ preserve you for the spiritual care of the faithful. 
On the other, it is necessary to take into account that your salary is a well~ 
earned reward for your devoted work for the welfare of the pw ple. 


i "The State intends to remunerate you for from eight to ten hours of teaching 
vat school, and as compensation for payments in kind, which have been abolished. 
And finally, it must be remembered that the pay, especially in the case of bachelors, 
“increases taxes» 
"However, make this declaration to your Ordinaries: 'I declare that I have 
accepted the newly-regulated salary because it is an ordinance which has gained 
ae validity, By accepting this salary, however, I am not taking upon myself any 
obligation which would be in conflict with my priestly conscience and with Church 
laws, I declare again that the spiritual interests of the Church and the undisturbed 
"freedom of my priestly work are preferable to me than the mateial security of my 
a existence! aoe 
"In conclusion, we wish to thank you for your unbreakable loyalty to the Church, 
as shown up to now, and we charge you to be mindful of the fact that it is necessary 
Baiso in the future to keep absolute unity and to believe firmly in the assistance 


“of God,so" E. 25s) Geneve 
~ GERMANY The Church's Plea for Peace 


The National Fraternal Council of the Confessing Church in Germany has issued 

a "Message to the Germans, and to those Governing them, and their Peoples," to be 
Bread in the Evangelical churches on the Day of Repentance, November 16, he message 
_" with the following ded aration: 
"Faced by the threat that our nation, with the other nations of the world, will 
plunge into the abyss of furth=r catastrophe, a furtha’ judgment upon us, ten years 
after the outbreak of a war which has still yielded no peace, we speak as accessor= 
ies to the crime of our people, confessing that we have forfeited all right to speak 
_ before God and mene 
"Yet we cannot and dare not, for the glory of God, Who alone judges and spares, 
for the mercy of God, Who alone sends peace and by Whose goodwill we His creatures 

live, leave unspoken the cry, at once an entreatx and a warnings 


" 'Grant the justice of God! ! 
"We speak not as partisans of any worldly conception of life and events, nor of 


any political programme... We beseech in the name of that one Man, persecuted, flagg— 


ing, despitefully—used, doomed, Whom God granted to be without fault, and raised from 
the dead, and called His Son, 


ae 
i 
te 


ae 
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"We ask you, brethren of our own people," the message goes on, " =— Recognise, 
in that self~justification which has gained so fearful a foothold and dominion 
in us and amongst us, the idol that will draw our people into ruination, by its 
persuasion that a third world war or a world revolution will be our salvation: 
Abjure, once and for all, a nationalism that comes of the refusal to repent, and 
waits the hour of revenge, Let us love our coumtry and seek only what is best 
for her, 


"How long will they who have what the refugees have not still vaunt what they 
have as if it were their lawful plunder? How long will people of ours consent 
to shadow and denounce and deliver up one another? Let us cease at last from 
Seeing our neighbour first and foremost as the Party-imember or the officer or 
the State official of other days, the tool of a policy from the East or the West, 
and see him instead as a man... 


"And we would speak, in the name of God to Whom alone is the right, and Who 
tempers justice with mercy, to the Powers to whom our people is subject, and to 
their statesmen, Aghast, we see that with them also, in East and in West, self 


justification has gained dominion, and thts among them also only a few are appalled 


by the judgment which has come upon us Germans and upon mankind...oe From both 
sides we hear the diametrically~opposed messages that promise the world peace, 
but, like everyone else, we are horror~stricken thct man should openly consider 
sacrificing = ostensibly for the sake of humanity, whether in:a coming world re— 
volution or in a third world war = ten, or if necessary a hundred million people 
on the altars of his self~justification and his delusion of redeeming the world.. 


"Reject all the inhumanity that comes at bottom not from moral deficiencies, 
but from selfjustification, in the strength of which man wishes to be man's 


Judge, Saviour and God, It is inhuman to treat man as a piece of merchandise for 


the increasing of capital, It is inhuman to degrade him into a forced labourer 
in the: service of a State-planned economy.oa 


"We must all know that God alone has the power and the right to judge and to 
acquit. All man's dreams of ruling the world are anti-Christian... To One only 
is all power given in heaven and in earth » Christ Jesus, Whoso is Hiseeoe will 
pray and wrk and, if God wills, suffer that justice and peace may kiss each 


other, so that God may maintain equity on earth as it is in heaven." E.P,S,Geneva 


Wess S. Re Soviet Views on Religious Liberty 


An informative article entitled "The Soviet Union, Land of True Freedom of 
Conscience," and signed J. Ibrahimov, was recently issued for circulation by 
the Press Department of the Soviet Legation in Berne, 


It begins with the statemmt that it “has long been recognised, demonstrated 
and put to practical test that any Church you can name in a bourgeois State is 
the handmaid of the ruling classes. But the situation is wholly different in 
the Soviet Union, the land that established Cormunisn, ? 


Nod 


_ Union of Socialist Soviet Republics," E.P.S,) Geneva i 
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"The overwhelming majority of the Soviet people," the article goes on, "ree 
ject religion as a philosophy with a cramping effect on the development of their 
lives. Without seeking to dissemble this, however, and in spite of its ideological 
battle for the liberation of human consciousness from mediaeval prejudices, the 
Soviet Union undertakes, since there are churchgoers among its citizens, not only ) 
to enable religious organisations to exist in peace, but to guarantee them all ei 
facilities for publicly defending their convictions, observing their customs, per= 
forming the rituals of their faith and so ONo os 


"For the first time in its whole century-long history, the Church is absolutely HH 
free to express its convictions, and to act in harmony with them, ) 


"If such convictions and actions are in line with the political activities 
of the Soviet State, the solution of this problem is to be sought in a completely 
different direction from that of the gentlemen from the Imperialistic camp, wo 
represent the role of the Church in the U.5.S,R, as that of doing as the State 
tells it. It is simply that the clergy speaking in the name wf the Church do, in 
such cases, reflect the trends and feelings current among their flock, who are 
boundlessly devoted to the establishment of a new life truly worthy of the name 
"human', All efforts to ignore these trends have, as experience has shown, ended 
badly for traitors to the cause of the peoples they are driven forth from their 
midst by the faithful themselves", . 


Summing up, Ibrahimov writes, "The Soviet State, guaranteeing to the church= 
goer the right to worship as he Wili, asks only one thing of the Church, that it 
shall not meddle in the social and political activities of the State.... 


"The Soviet State, which has carried into effect the principle of the separa- 
tion of Church and State, regards the Church as a private society with limited 
functions concerned solely with performing acts of worship, It is only within 
these functions that the Church is considered as an organised body. All other under- 
takings, particularly in the social and political field, are plainly unsuited to the 
Church as a whole, and must therefore not be allowedi', 


In conclusion, the author states, "All churchgoers, and all clergy likewise, 
regardless of their status, are Soviet citizens with full rights, and as such take 
an active part in the general political and social life of the country. They have 
thus the opportunity not only of electing others but of being themselves elected 
to State administrative bodies, reaching as high as the Supremes Soviet of the 
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U,S.S.R. The Churches and Peace 


The mcat recent volume (No.6) of the "Moscow Patriarchate Periodical" 
‘publishes some contributions by D.Krasheniunikov to the subject "Orthodoxy as the 
Guardian of Peace, or Christianity's Mission in the World of Today", 


According to this article, the Russian Orthodox Church “is not waver- 
‘ing in the smallest degree in its dealings with the forces of progress, nor yet with 
reaction as we find it in the world of today, Its relation to the Soviet régime... 
ds unalterably the same, knowing itself as it does to be responsibly pledged to the 
cause of peace against the instigators of a further struggle among the nations". ‘In 
‘contributing to the strengthening of the progressive camp, the camp of the lovers of 
‘peace in the world, "it is fulfilling the sacred duty of the religion of love, to the 
‘observation of which it calls all those who believe on Christ". 


The injunction laid upon the Church of Christ in the world to promote 
‘peace was intended "to unite all Christians in the consciousness of their responsi- 
bility for peace", yet even in default of this they are working to form "the family 
‘of their Father in Heaven" upon earth, The first step in this direction was taken 

in 1948, when the Moscow Assembly of Orthodox Church leaders issued its appeal for 
Peace. It was addressed to a world in which ae Catholic and Frotestant-rationalist 


“but as proceeding from a conception of life which has been cast in a different movid, " 

‘issuing in different views on dogma on the one side and the other, "Christians in 

Europe live in the naive belief that otherwise it is merely a matter of two different 
conceptions of democracy... the causes lie deeper.... they lie in the deformation by 
the West of the true principles of living which Jesus Christ gave to the world", 


It is on the side of those circles in Europe which favour aggression 
that the writer finds the leaders of the Churches coming forward, both those of the 
Roman Catholic Church, which is wedded to earthly things, and those of the various 
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Protestant Churches, which have no very definite conception of what a Church should 
be. In addition, it is to the service of the capitalists that the ecumenical move~ 
ment has clearly pledged itself, They all declare that they. are the "defenders of 
hristian culture", but Western Christianity ~ "and that is its great temptation" — ~ 
is becoming less and less competent to differentiate between the true Uhristianity, 
Which is the spiritual life, the Kingdom of God, and the various surrogates of a so- 
‘ealled Christian civilisation". Itis for this reason that the call of the Russian 
Orthodox Church goes out —- leaving on one side the church adininistrations of organised 
Catholicism and Protestantism = to the great mass of the faithful, among whom "there 
are yet living Christians with a direct sense of what true ecumenical attachment to 


the Church should mean," 


‘ Should the opposition between East and West be finally bridged, then it 
as for Christians to ask themselves how far they have fulfilled the commandments of 
the Gospel and led the life that their Saviour taught them to lead. Under the in= 
fluence of the special mission which Russian Orthodoxy has been carrying on in the 
West, a process of mutual rapprochement in this direction has already begun, of which 
"even those hostile to the Church may be conscious by virtue of a purely instinctive 
“inclination towards Christ, as long as their "negative reaction to the Church" is 

not deliberate. 


’ "Tt is not the hand of Moscow which is directing the great movement for 
“peace towards its chosen goal, but a mighty moral force... the guidance of God, clearly 
“demonstrated in the unexpected outcome of the world war and the astonishing expansion 
of the Soviet State (sovietskoi dershavy), It is on these grounds that the Russian 
“Orthodox Church is assuming its office of guardian of peace, to the reconciliation 

of the nations", E.P,S, Geneva 


’ 


GREECE The Church and Aid to Refugees 
4 The limitation of the guerilla warfare to border skirmishes has caused 
@lready a fall in the number of refugees from 700,000 to 450,000, and, all over Greece, 
peasants are trekking homewards to their destroyed farms and villages, 


The Church of Greece “teps in to Helps The Orthodox Church is not in- 
Jifferent to the sufferings of her children. In September, the King, the Prime 
Minister and the Archbishop made a joint appeal to all Greeks to help their brothers 
in distress; Many public employees decided to contribute a day's salary each month 
to a fund for the returning refugees. The Church has undertaken a collection of 
ersonal and household goods, calling on each family to contribute a parcel for their 
less fortunate brethren. The scheme is advertised through the radio, newspa pes .and 
osters. On October 23, it has been the subject of every church sermon and Sunday 
School lesson, and the following Sunday a house~to-house collection has been made in 
each parish of Athens and Piraeus, by the older Sunday School children and their 
teachers, helped by the police and military transporte 


. Spiritual Welfare: Spiritual aspects of the current situation are being 
‘carefully studied by the Committee on Relations with Foreign Churches of the Greek 
Orthodox Church and church leaders abroad, Emphasis will be made in the coming year on 
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Refugee relief and settlement; Re-equipment of the Churches for an emergency ministry; 


Training of leaders; Restoration facilities for the forward going work of the Church; 
_ and strengthening of new developments in the life of the Church, 


It is estimated that Churches abroad will be sending food and other 
assistance, aggregating in value nearly three quarters of a million dollars, toward 
permanent resettlement and spiritual welfare next year. 


"The present period of the resettling of the refugees in their ow villa- 
_ ges is one of particular opportunity and need", wrote a correspondant. "They go back 
_to derelict farms and burnt houses, and have an enormous task of reconstruction be= 
‘fore them, hindered by lack of tools, technical knowledge and leadership, In addi~ 
tion, the problem of the distribution of government refugee relief rations, though 
_they are being continued until the villagers have gathered their first harvest, be~ 
“comes temporarily even more difficult now that the people are scattered in ina¢cess# 
“ible villages than it was when they were condenhtrated in the refugee camps." 


INDIA Indian Lutheran Plea for Bishop Ordass 


The Executive Council of the Federation of Evangelical Churches in India 
has requested its officers to issue the following statement of protest against the 
“continued imprisonment of Bishop Lajos Ordass of the Hungarian Lutheran Church, 


"The Christian Churches in several countries in East Europe are harassed 
by their State Governments through open or 'cold! persecution, We are particularly 
concerned about the fate of Bishop Lajos Ordass of the Lutheran Church of Hungary 
Who is also a Vice-President of the Lutheran World Federation, He is still being 
“kept in prison on flimsy grounds and the State Government is trying in various ways 
to counteract his influence, We are compelled again to issue our protest against the 
unjust treatment meted out to him and to many other Christian leaders in East Europe. 
‘We urge and pray that he will be released soon and enabled to enter again into his 
work as a leader in his Church in Hungary and in the Lutheran World Federation", 
E.P.S. Geneva 


Constitution Safeguards Religious Liberty 


The Universal Declaration of Human Rights has been given important re- 


lent was made at The Hague where Indonesian-Dutch*round~table discussions were con~ 
cluded on November 3, 


Dr. O. Frederick Nolde, director of the Commission of the Churches on 

3 ternational Affairs, praised the courage and vision of the decision to accept the 
standard of human rights which the Universal Declaration has established, He pointed 
out that the provisions for religious liberty ‘in the Indonesian constitution assure 
equal freedom and opportunity to adherents of all faiths. The fact that specific 

_ reference is made to the right not only to hold a religious belief but to change it 
takes on added significance in face of the large number of Moslems in the territory 
of the new government. 


BareS> Geneva = 


‘cognition in the draft constitution for the United States of Indonesia, The announce~ 
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The Indonesian constitution says:... “Everyone has the right to freedom 
of thought, cons ‘ience and religion; this right also includes freedom to change 
one's religion or conviction, as well as the freedom, either individually or with 
others, in public as well as in private life, to exercise his faith or conviction, 
by teaching, by practical application, by public worship, by adherence to command» 
ments and precepts and by rearing children in the faith or conviction of their paq 


fj rentse".... E.P.S, Geneva 
UNITED STATES Lectureship on Ecumenical Movement ° 


Chicago Theological Seminary has established the first roving lecture- 
“hip on the ecumenical movement. 


f 
3 The lectures will be piven by Dr. Paul C. Macy, who headed the Midwest 

| office of the World Council of Churches until its dissolution last January. They 

were made possible by a special grant. Dr. Macy will begin his lectures on January 
1, 1950, with a course at Garrett Biblical Institute in Evanston, Ill. 


“ 
i Arrangements are being made for ARCADES in other seminaries and before 
i Councils of Churches and local parishes, E.P.S, Geneva 


* UNITED STATES UN Headquarterg Provide Room for Religious Purposes 


The following reply has been received from the United Nations, following 
a request made on behalf the Commission of the Churches cn International Affairs: 


in the new United Nations headquarters a room which can be used for religious purpo= 
ses. It is not intended to have any particular religious symbols in the room, but 
“it is hoped that it will meet the need of the many people whp have written suggesting 
that a room for meditation and prayer be provided, Any idea of a separate building 


( 
q 
q "We are pleased to inform you that a decision has been made to provide 
: 


Bor this purpose has been abandoned for the time being". E.P.S. Geneva 
" CZECHOSLOVAKIA Directive on Future Protestant Policy 
« The conference of 'Evangeliske Dilo', a Czech Brethren Church movement, 


has issued a directive expressing its future salen 'Evangeliske Dilo! is a move~ 
Bont which attempts to win and educate the Christian laymen for more intensive work 
in the Church and in public life, This directive has been published in "Kostnicke 
_diskry", the inter-denominational Protestant paper in Prague, 


The directive states: — 


- "(1) The times we were in are and will long remain very serious. We must 
_do everything possible to ensure that all members of our local congregations increase 
their knowledge of what the Church is and what is its mission, For this it is necessary 
that all the members, parish boards and community representatives, youth leaders, Sune 
day School workers, teachers of religion, workers in women's circles and other workers 
in the vineyard: of the Lord should undergo an intensive and systematic training in the 
knowledge of the Bible, of Christian faith and sf the organisation of the Church. Let 
us have no hesitation in inviting lay workers, and let us give them every oppor— 
tunity of work and education. 


: 


yi 
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"(2) We are aware of the fact that we no longer live in an atmosphere 

of liberalism and that the entire country is experiencing far-reaching social and 
economic, spiritual and moral changes, as a result of the teaching of Marxist—Lenin-— 
st ideology, A knowledge of what is the source of these changes and an understand- 
ing of today's official ideology is necessary in order that the vhurch as a whole and 
the members of the Church as individuals know how to carry over into the new social 


order the great spiritual values of the Christian Church in general and of our Reforma- 
tion in particular, 


q (3) Negation for negation's sake is sterile, Only a definite, clear 

and courageous confession of faith in Jesus Christ, only a true service of Christian 
love and mercy amidst the strained public life of today can make out of our country 
and nation a place reflecting the kingship of Christ, The danger for the Church lies 


not only in the world, but in its own wmwakefulness and carelessness, and above all 
the selfishness of its members, 


"(4) Let us guard ourselves against the identification of our position 
with the Roman Catholic Church's political position and its present struggle. We 
must not take advantage of the present campaign in order to attack the Roman Catholic 
church, but we must not forget either that the present struggle of the Vatican against 
Communism and the Soviet Union is a political one: it is no struggle for‘the purity 
of the Church of Christ or for the genuineness of the apostolic testimony, It is 

Our task to watch and pray, in order that we may know when it is necessary to speak 
forth and submit the world to the judgment of the Word of God, and when to carry to 
bhe sick man of today the word of help, consolation and spiritual healing", 


q The directive concludes by quoting St, Paul's Epistie to the Thessalonians 
(I. Thess.5:14~23). E.P.S. Geneva 


pone Relie.0us feces Sid. Tce 
According to a report appearing in the 'Stiddeutsche Zeitung', the "system— 
attic classification of the Churches, religious societies and communities of religious 
bUtLook® jin Germany yields a catalogue of several hundred sects and of more tken 900 
Wangelical Lutheran "religious specifications’, The Evangelical Church and the Evangel= 
ical Lutheran Free Churches run to close on 350 suon.lepecifications", including, for 
Instance; a "Renitent Free Church of the Unamended Augsburg Confession in Hessel, The 
oman Catholic Church has 17 different specifications, chiefly among tie various 
Inited Churches". Under the heading "Othex Christians" come more than 300 Ghurches 
Ind societies, ranging from the Orthodox through the Quakers and the Sealvation-~Army 
(0 the Adventists end Ghristian Scientists, The Jews have a total of 27 specifications, 


- Among the non»Christian religious societies is the association known as 
"German Realisation of God" (Ludendorffians), and there is even a body calling i‘rsif 
the "German Heathen", Those not belonging to any society are to be found under such 
ecifications as "No Glory for Me", "Holding No Dogmas", "Anti-Christian', ‘Primitive 
ligion® and "Calosopher” « to give e few of the names arrogated te themselves by 

the "Atheists, E.P.S. Geneva 
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_ SOUTH AMERICA Aspects of Catholic Theology 


Problems confronting Roman Catholic theologians in South America are dis- 
cussed in the November 1949 issue of "La Vie Spirituelle," which bases its article 
on information received from Father Gustave Weigel, S. Jey in the United States, 


"We have to admit right away," states Fr, Weigel, "that South American theo- 
logy, whether past or present, has not had any very startling contributions to make.." 


Apart, however, from certain not very important centres in Peru, Ecuador 

and Chile, two theological centres do deserve attention. One is the theological fa- 
culty of Javeriana University, in Bogota, Colombia, and the other is to be found in 
Villa Devotoa, near Buenos Aires, in the Argentine, From this latter are published 

@ number of important periodicals, including a Thomist review and a "Revista Biblica'ty 


"One interesting theological phenomenon is the Puenos Aires Institute of 
‘Theology for Women, where complete ex=-professo courses in theology are offered to 
‘the ladies who flock to this institution". 


The psychological obstacles in the way of theological work are -normous. 
"The course of evolution followed by South American culture makes it unsuited to 
metaphysical penetration.... It has the type of mind which likes to fill in broad 
general views, with sweeping strokes, in colours and lines easily assimilated by 
brains which are impressed only by the tangible and the concrete... South Americans 
“put their faith more in spontaneous institutions than in accurate analytical thought. 
‘The result is... that scholarship receives no support at all." aetna there 
are performing a thankless task, but we are told that "as a result of the efforts 
‘being made today, important Work will certainly be produced in iki to come." 
E.P.S. Geneva 
GREECE Meeting of the Evangelical Synod 


. The Synod of the Evangelical Church in Greece, which meets every three 
years, was recently convened for a conference in Athens. The report of the Execus 
tive Comiittee reveals that two new Evan_elical churches have been launched, in Halkis 
and in Aghantia, while three Evangelical church organisations were set up during the 
same period. 


Evangelical Christians in Greece are divided into 17 parishes, headed by 
‘twelve pastors. During the past year, a theological college of seven students was 
‘opened, the latter to be appointed to the vacant cures after a course of three years. 


j Basic material necessary for religious instruction is shortly to appear in 
printed form for the benefit of Sunday-school teachers, A committee of two pastors 
and four youth workers was commissioned to go into the problem of Evangelical youth, 


‘and is also to make arrangements for a youth conference, in which representatives 
of all Evangelical youth groups will be able to take parte 


A The Synod adopted a number of resolutions, including the ruling that in 
future no visitor from abroad shall be permitted to preach in Evangelical churches 
without authorisation from the Synod. This precautionary measure, states the resolu~ 
tion, is’ intended to safeguard the Church from speakers with an unsound grasp of 
doctrine, E.P,S. Geneva 
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Contacts with Orthodox Church Leaders 


The General Secretary of the World Council of Churches, Dr. W.A. Visser 't 
Hooft, has taken the opportunity of his journey to Bangkok to visit a number of 
leaders of the Churches in the Middle East, among them the Archbishop of Athens, 
the Ecumenical Patriarch, the Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria, and the Patriarch 
of the Coptic Church in Egypt. No official reports of these meetings have yet 
been received, but it has been indicated that they were both cordiml and profitable. 
Many misunderstandings about the Ecumenical Movement, and in particular about its 
Faith and Order section, persist in the Orthodox World. It is hoped that these 
meetings will have helped to remove some misconceptions, and to encourage that fuller 
participation of the Orthodox Uhurches in the movement, which is so earnestly desired 
by all friends of the World Council. 


Dr. Visser !t Hooft is now in Indonesia, and expects to reach Bangkok on 
December 1. E.P.S, Geneva 


The World Council of Churches and Palestine Refugees 


Mr. Elfan Rees, Director of the hefugee Division of the Department of inter- 
Church Aid, has just returned from an extended journey in the Middle East, in the 
‘course of which he has examined the refugee problem in ail its aspects. His report 
Suggests that, except in the Gaza strip, the situation of the refugees is less des— 
perate than some earlier reports had suggested, but that there will be immediate 

meed for large supplies of clothes and blankets to help the refugees through the 
bitter Palestinian winter, and that educational facilities for the children of re- 
fugees are another very urgen‘: need. Of the final solution of the refugee problem 

he speaks less hopefully; this is complicated by political factors, which make any 
radical mndling of the problem at the moment almost impossible, It secms likely 
that the programme of relief will have to be developed on a long term basis. Although 
- Néarly all the refugees are Mosiems, nearly. ali the help that is coming to them is _ 
from Christian sources, Perhaps, after all, the Churches have learned something since 
the days of the Crusades. 
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An official report with proposals for action will shortly be submitted to 


_ the Refugee Division of the inter-Church Aid Department of the World Council of 
_ Churches. 


E.P.S. Geneva 


ISRAEL Division in Church over Palestine 
Boneh Soe ee ae OUT GLOVED) + 4.0m Uae 


A "deep and tragic division" within the Christian Church over the Palestine 
question was reported by Dr, Glora Wysner, secretary of the International Missionary 
Council. She said that Christians in the U.S.A, had on the whole supporte: Israel, 
while missionaries in the Near East had largely supported the cause of the Arabs, 


. Asserting that this rift within the Church had "frustrated it in making any 


‘Kind of commitment", Dr. Wysner urged Christian groups in the Near East to serve as 
mediums of reconciliation" between Arabs and Jews. 


She also called for a complete "re-thinking and re-orientation" of missionary 


work in the area, declaring that the partition of Palestine had set missionary work 
back 25 years. 


Dr. Wysner made her observations during a panel discussion of "Zionism and 


Israel", held in connection with a conference sponsored by the American Committee 
for a Christian Approach to the Jews, 


%%X 
Churchmen Oppose Internationalisation of Jerusalem 


Opposition to the internationalisation of Jerusalem as "neither desirable 
hor practicable" was expressed in a letter to President Truman Signed by 90 American 


Christian clergymen and laymen and made public by the American Christian Palestine 
Committee, i 


Among signers of the letter were Dr. Reinold Niebuhr, of Union Theological 
seminary, New York; Dr. Daniel A. Poling, president of the World Christian Endeavour 
Union; Philip Murray, president of the Congress of Indusrial Organisations (CIO), 


We are convinced", the signatories declared, "that international comity can- 
hot be brought about by invoking the panacea of !internationalisation! when the region 


a workable unit", 


"We are geeply concerned," the churchmen declared, "that the Holy Places be 
effectively safeguarded, an objective which is, without question, the goal of the 
Inited Nations Conciliation Commission. Each religious group = Christian, Moslem 
and Jewish - must enjoy free access to its shrines in both the Arab~held Old City of 
Jerusalem (in which.practically'all of the shrines and sacred sites are to be found) 
“and in the Israel-held New City. 


"The administration of the secular area should, with justice, rest with the 


ship in the State of Israel is the inherent right of the Jews of Jerusalem". 


be | 


tO be internationalised is not = geographically, economically, socially or politically - 


_ People of each city and the national states of which they are logically a part. Citizen- 
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The signatories expressed the conviction that "the state and people of 
Israel would, in administering Jerusalem, abide by the principle of freedom of 
religion as formulated in the Israeli draft constitution, as repeatedly pledged 
_ by official spokesmen of the government, and is now practised in the State of 
Israel", E.P.S. Geneva all 


GREAT BRITAIN The Archbishop of York on "Stark Realities" | 


. A warning of the grave danger of national bankruptcy and ruin, with reduced 
rations and mass unemployment, was given by the Archbishop of York in his president+ 
al address to the York Diocesan Conference on November 8 Dr. Garbett warned the 


people of Britain that they are "confronted with a crisis comparable with the 
months after Dunkirk", 


zi 


q "When the people know the realities of the situation", he said, "they will 
rise to the occasion, and by hard work, sacrifice, and paleenantceing unite to= 
gether in a great and prolonged effort to save the nation in its hour of trial , 
‘This was a moral crisis, and the greatest contribution which the Christian Church 
could make in this crisis was to bring home to all that financial and economical 
“measures, prescahia as they were, by themselves would not succeed..." 

Dr. Garbett went on to declare that the Government would not obtain the cob? al 
peoereery support of the nation as a whole unless the extreme gravity of the crisis i 
as brought home to all. “ti 


"T know it is impossible now to advocate a coalition Government... but it 

ought to be possible for the leaders of all parties to issue an agreed downright 
‘statement on the extreme gravity of the present position... The people will under- : 
stand this if such a statement of the facts ~ and an appeal for their co-operation = 
ais made by their leaders in the simplest language". The crisis was largely a moral 
‘one, and could only be solved by the full exercis» of the moral virtues of sacrifice 
and restraint, E.P.S. Geneva 


"Peace Through Cultural Cooperation" 


4 Under the title "Peace Through Cultural Cooperation" Dr, Reinold Niebuhr, ie 
professor at Union Theological Seminary, and member of the American delegation to 
fourth annual conference of UNESCO, gives his impressions on the work of this iii 
i ecsention in "Christianity and Crisis" (October 17, 1949) 


Dr. Niebuhr got two main impressions from the conferences the "technical 
‘efficiency "of the work of the UNSSCO, on the one hand, and its "ideological weak- By 
peas” on the other. ' 


In giving help in edu:ational methods and materials to undeveloped countries : 
and in removing various types of barriers to the free flow of communication between Rees UA 
‘11 peoples, "the work is wholly ac:zirable". al 


a On the ideological side, UNESCO's "idealism is informed by a too simple mi- 
versalism, Its idealists burke at the tragic realities of life: the perils of ware, 
the power of collective egotism. These weaknesses are & proof of the thesis that Bee ae 
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the point of conflict between the Christian faith and modern idealism is exactly at 
the same place where St Paul found the conflict between the Jewish legalism of his 
day and his faith: 'Thou knowest the law!, he said to the legalists of his day, 
‘thou knowest thou shalt not kill, dost thou not kill'? 


"Spiritually an organisation such as UNESCO... really needs a faith, which 
recognises... the final solution beyond all our solutions, an apprehension of the 
grace which makes it possible for men to say, “We are perplexed but not unto des~ 
‘pair'. However, we must not assume that it would be possible simply to offer UNESCO 

i at we regard as the resources of the Christian faith as the basis of world community. 
Let us admit that shallow notes in the thought of modern internationalism are almost 
‘inevitable consequences of the cultural and religious pluralism of the world community. 
Tt must strive desperately after minimal common conceptions of justice or it will be 
unable to order its common lifes.o 


; "Tn such a situation a Christian who deeply feels the inadequacies of a too 
‘simple humanism must nevertheless loyally participate in the practical tasks which 
“mus be done... It is to be hoped that UNESCO's many seminars. on cultura]. problems 
will ultimately... be willing to let Christians contribute their ow particular ine 
‘sights. The other world religions must, of course, also be heard. But if modern 
secularism is not to regard the Christian faith as a simp’e irrelevance in. the great 
issues which face modern man, Christians must probably take the initiative..." 
B.P.S, Geneva 


World's YWCA in Action 


_ A group consisiting of two West African women and two non-African, 
including a member of the World's YWCA staff in Geneva, is:visiting YWCA groups in 
Wigeria, Liberia, Gold Coast and Sierra Leone during November and December, Members 
‘of the group will be in touch with educationai:.cts,° chulch Leaders, social’, workeysy 
trade unionists, and government officials, as well as with YWCA members, in order to 
get the fullest picture of the possibilities before the YWCA at the present time in 
West Africa. The general purposes of the visit is to link the Associations in West 
Africa more closely with other Associations over the world, so that they can be helped 
to feel themselves more truly a part of the total movementy giving and receiving 
encouragement and reinforcement as they share experiences and problems.E,P.S.Geneva 


World YMCA Leaders Plan to face new Challenge 


Further particulars now available (amplifying those published in E.P.S.No. 34) 
of the YMCA Leaders! Conference for South Asia held at Bangkok at the end of August 
indicate that, in view of the radical changes and challenges of today, the need was 
‘expressed there for a thorough self~examination, adding: = "We must have the moral 
“courage to admit weakness and failures*. 


ytd After discussion on Bible study in the YMCA and on the Ecumenical Movement, 
_ the conference planned the following future developments: 


Area field services of the World's Alliance of the YMCA's in South and East 
ia, under the leadership of a competent secretary appointed as a member of the 
World's YMCA Committee staff. 


Nr. 41 = November 18, 1949 . ay Se 291 


s Inter-movement studies and visitations and exchange of students to promote 
_ ecumenical insights into the role of the YMCA in relation tc the Churches and to 
those of non-Christian faith. 


~ Plans were also discussed for holding, in 1950 in U.S.A., a World Consulta- 
’ tion on Boy's Work, also consultations in Europe on the presentation of the Christ— 
7 dan message and problems of leadership and policy. 


q The YMCA hopes to arrange an international camp for older boys in the Far 
_ Bast for 1951 and to take part in an eflarged meeting of the World Christian Youth 
| Commission in South-East Asia for 1952, B.P.S.Geneva 


_ ITALY Amsterdam Report Out 
The Federal Council of Evangelical Churches, in Rome, has just published 


the Report of the World Council Assembly in Amsterdam, under the title "Il Con= 
_ cilio Ecumenico di Amsterdam - Documenti ufficiali e commenti," and priced at 150 


Pilinre, E.P.S, Geneva 
- GERMANY The Christian in East and West 


A contribution to the problem of the opposition between East and West is 
made by "Voice of the Congregation", a Confessing Church periodical published by 
the Fraternal Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany, which in its November 
issue prints a "Letter from the Eastern Zone", 


The author begins by indicating the danger that the division of Germany 
into Zones may lead to a fission in the religious sphere. also between Christians 
in East and West, "We see the Church in the West," he says, “living in ordered se- 
curity under occupying Powers which call themselves Christian, while we in the East 
find ali stays and supports of earthly security shattered beneath us, and ourselves 
thrown back wholly upon God and upon His guidance from day to day, We strive to 
accept in a positive spirit the destitution and distress of the Church, and to suffer 
our trials in :'u71 consioiwness, because it is even thus that we are able to realise 
in a magnificent freedom the very presence of God, and the miracle of His mercy in 
helping us through, true though it is that this often takes a different form from 
what we in our earthly and human ignorance had asked of Him, 


"Qur brethren in the West will answer us, 'We too, in our well-ordered 
Church, have our financial troubles, our shortage of pastors, our restrictions, 
our refugee troubles, We do not live in complete security... We too’can recognise 
_the end of the bourgeois-liberal era and the emergence of the social, What differs 
ence do you see between Western and Eastern ideology? Cannot you speak out plainly 
on the perils of living in spiritual separation? What are we supposed to be able 
to do to help you?! 


i "The answer from the East is unambiguous: 'If you wish to help us, there 
- is nothing for it but personal submission to the yoke in our company, that we may 
bear it together, undego all things together, endure together to the end. And that 
would likewise be the help which we would give to you', 


a Naa 


. 
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"Missionaries are sent out to meet the manifold dangers of far-off heathen 
lands, Has no man the trust and courage to venture into the Eastern Zone? Are 
not you too grieve¢ at this lack of missionary enterprise, this spiritual impotence, 
seeing as we do how the Catholic Church sends of its best?,.. Here in the East is 
one of the foci of all religious history-in the Western world, as it is being lived 
through by the young Churches in India, Japan, China, Africa, Truly we are to be 
envied by you and not pitied!.... 


"It is becoming easier for us now in the East to read the present course 


_ of history by the light of the eschatological. Dear brethren in the West, we can- 


not but feel that you stand in a most perilous hour of temptation, you who are 
being integrated into the world State of Western Union, and into its imperialism 


based pn wealth alone. For you it is growing harder to see through the demonic-cum- 


Christian éloak of invisibility assumed by Antichrist, so skilled in passing um- 


recognised, 


"We give the lie to those who see ev+rything in the Eastern Zone, and 
above and beyond all the situation here, as demonic. The East too has a positive 


message to deliver, and in any case the West likewise is subject to the eschatologic- 


al demonism of Antichristae..oo” 


The letter concludes, "But here we are concerned not only with Eastern 
and Western ideology, or with Germany, but with a world crisis, The cry for 
justice and peace is going up all over the inhabited world... The law of power 
which the world acknowledges is something wholly opposed tc the Divine judgment 
and to Gods law of mercy ~ and before His claim to total devotion all earthly 
totality must founder, The whole world faces the menace of a plunge over into 
doom, and does not realise it because it will not hearken to what God would say 
to it. It is for the Church to speak, Thanks be to Ged that He has not made His 
people arbiters in the conflicts of the world, but has erbrusted to them the glad 
tidings of forgiveness and reconciliation... It is there that the way lies to 


the hearts and consciences of men; whether bound by Eastern or by Western ideology, 


by Communist totalit; or by capihalist world union, We in the East are faced not 
With making our escape and leaving our people, but with enduring the blessing of 
God, and sharing with you, our brethren in the West. To this we can only invite 


you", E.P.S,. Geneva 
/Tualy | French Weekly Edition of 


the "Osservatore Romano" 


The Vatican paper “Osservatore Romano" is to appear in a French weekly 
edition from the end of November onwards, this date marking the introductory 
period to the Holy Year of 1950, This new periodical, which will reproduce in 


French the most important items from the "Osservatore", is intended to reach 


a) 
a 


circles otherwise closed to Catholic publications, For this reason, it will deal 
largely with international questions of a political, social and economic nature, 
E.P.S, Geneva 
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Dr. Visser 't Hooft in Athens and Istanbul 


More detailed news is now available of the visits to Athens and Istanbul of Dr, 
‘W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, who is now 
touring Indonesia en route to the Bangkok Conference of East Asian Churches. - In 
Athens he met the 'Commission on Foreign Relations of the Church of Greece’, which 
was chaired by the Archbishop of Athens, Spyridon, and attended by a number of 
bishops and of the professors of the Theological Faculty. The various aspects of 

the World Council's work and the participation of the Church of Greece in World Council 
activities were fully discussed. The Archbishop and the members of the Commission exe 
pressed their conviction that the Christian Churches should collaborate very closely, 
particularly in the present world situation with its present dangers for the Christian 
faith. 


In Istanbul, Dr. Visser 't Hooft reported on recent developments in the life of 
the World Council of Churches to the Ecumenical Patriarch who showed deep interest in 
the progress of the Council's work and expressed his readiness to further its aims. 
The Patriarch considered the Ecumenical Movement one of the most hopeful and grea*test 
movements of our time and he hoped to contribute to it by furthering ecumenical educa= 
tion through the collection and production of literature on the subject, through scholar 
shipSand in other ways» 


The Patriarch spoke with appreciation of the relationship which had been established 
between the Patriarchate and the Turkish leaders and people, 


During his visits to Athens and Istanbul Dr. Visser !t Hooft also met the leaders 
of the Evangelical Churches in Greece and Turkey. E.P.S. Geneva 
UNITED STATES Dr. Cavert on Religious Liberty 


Defence of full religious liberty has become one of the greatest concerns "of all 
who cherish freedom", Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert, general secretary of the Federal Council 
of Churches, declared at the annual meeting of the Presbyterian Synod of New York. 
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a Dr. Cavert made reference to the "religious uniformity" of the Roman Catholic 
_ Church which, he said, was opposed to the Protestant principlesof the "right of 
private judgment", 


"The Roman Catholic Church beliéves in religious freedom", he said, "but it 


ed to freedom in regard to ' the political power; it does not include freedom from 
ecclesiastical power, 


"The Roman Catholic Church can be very insistent on freedom for religion in 
the Soviet orbit, where the obstacle to freedom is the State, but her reaction is 
quite otherwise when the issue is freedom ~ in Spain or Argentina for example = 
for one group of Christians as over against a dominant ecclesiastical institutions, 


"Tf in the United States the practice of the Roman Catholic Church is much 
better than its theory, that is because it is living in a country which has a dif- 
ferent tradition, and in which Roman Catholic strength is not great enotgh to ware 
rant it pressing for its own historic pattern", SeP.Se GENEVA 


GREECE Sacrifice of the Church on Behalf 
y of the Victims of the Civil War 


title "Mobilisation of Love, there is published a letter from the Archbishop to 
King Paul, dated October 7, mabiug the following offers in response to his national — 
appeal for aid in the resettlement of the refugees (see EPS No,40): 


"The equivalent of a day's wages per month over a sixemonth period of all the 
higher clergy and ecclesiastical employees, 


: "The equivalent of a day's wages per month over a six-month period of all the 
‘beneficed clergy in the State, numbering approximately 6,500, with the exception 
of the refugees and destitute priests who are not included in the scheme. We note 
with satisfaction that a great number of the parish priests have anticipated us in 
the service, cheerfully offering their ‘widow's mite' from their meagre earnings 
for this sazred cause. 


"All the collections taken on a Sunday or important feast~day to be determined 
y the Holy Synod, from all the churches in the State, 


"All movable wotive offerings of every kind of all the monasteries and shrines 
‘in the State, with the exception of those intended for divine worship and those of 
archaeological value, to be disposed of in the most profitable manner possible. 


"Everything not absolutely necessary for use from the undamaged churches, 
‘whether vestments, ikons, vessels or liturgical books, and whatever else is useful 
‘for the churches of the destroyed villages and towns, 


is freedom with a decided difference. The Roman Catholic conception is really limite pie 


In the official Orthodox Church periodical !Ekklesia! for November 1, under the ie 


s we 

ea Es 

ean ¥ A he 
Bei Se a2 Eat co bas etn ee A 


Wo, 42 es November 25, 1949 -3- 295 


the civil war in the Peloponnese or in the islands, with the stipulation that they 
show, be used exclusively for :this purpose in the judgment of a joint committee 
y th representatives of both Church and State", E.P.S. Geneva 


UNITED STATES Churches Take up Ecumenical Study Programme 


A report from America indicates that the U.S, member Churches of the World 
Council have recently completed plans to promote the new ecumenical study enquiries 
Sponsored by the Study Department of the World Council in Geneva. The American 
Churches are among the first to participate actively in this new study programme, 


Thirty Ameri can Church leaders and theologians met at Pawling, New York, Novem- 
ber 10 and 11 to organize the American contribution to these world-wide studies, 


which is under the chairmanship of Dr. Henry P, van Dusen, President of the Union 
heological Seminary, New York. 


According to Dr. van Dusen, who is also the chairman of the Study Department of 
the World Council of Churches, "the World Council's study progfamme is the first 
ecumenical call that has been made upon constituent Churches to participate actively 

in a long-range world-wide study programme", He declared that the American study 
‘committee had been called together to decide how these inquiries, planned internation- 
aliy. in a study meeting at Wadham College, Oxford, last summer, are to be "most 
effectively projected into the life of the Churches in America", 


As a result, of these meetings extensive cooperation among the constituent Americ 
an denominations is planned to carry through the study programme. The Rev. Robert 

5. Bilheimer, the World Council programme secretary for North America, stated that 
"the member Churches will be called upon to give their aid to all parts of the studies, 
not only through their departments of evangelism and social action, but through in= 
“dividual ministers as well", 


The American group proposes to develop each of the three study projects, as 
follows: 


{ Christian Action in Societys One aspect of the study on Christian social action 
will be delegated to the Department of the Church and Economic Life of the Federal 


Council of Churches, which is currently conducting research in the relation of Christe | 


jan ethics and economics under the leadership of Dr, Cameron P, Hall, its secretary... 
The World Council's American Study Committee, however, will guide corollary studies 

On “The Meaning of Work" and the political implications of "The Responsible Society," 
a key social concept formulated by the Amsterdam Assemblyo 


q Evangelisation of Man in Modern Mass Society: The long-standing difficulty 


for the Churches in reaching industrial populations will be explored ~ instance by 
‘instance — in four or five "pilot" cities which are predominantly factory~supported 
‘communities. A sub-committee, headed by Rev. Francis B, Sayre, Episcopal minister 

‘in an industrial area of Cleveland, Ohio, will analyse the successful and unsuccess~ 
f attempts at industrial swanwatiens and try to draw from these practical experiences 


“some principles to guide further work in this field, 


The work in America will be conducted by a study committee of the U.S, member Churches 
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Related aspects to be included in the study will be the problems of industrial 
-chaplaincies and other experiments in reaching industrial populations, problems of 

communication, both individually and through mass media, the meaning of conversion, 
' and the use of leisures 


The Bible and the Church's Message Todays To find out what the Bible has to 

“say on these problems of evangelism and Christian action, three groups of Biblical 
‘scholars ~- in the far-west, mid-west and east - will be working on Biblical inter- et 
“pretation of specific themes under the national leadership of Dean Clarence T, Craig ell 
of Drew Seminary, Madison, New Jersey, The themes for study as outlined by the Oxe 
‘ford meetings last summer will be: (1) Biblical concepts of justice; (2) work and 

_yocation;’ (3) Biblical teaching on the relation of man to society «= both secular and 
religious. E.P.5, Geneva 


es as 


| PERSIA An Ordination 


. The Christian Church in Persia (Iran) is so small that an ordination is a rare 
' occurence. On October 18, Mr, He Dehqani-Tafti, a Moslem convert, well known in 

' ecumenical circles through his presence at Oslo and Amsterdam, was ordained to the 
| diaconate by the Anglican Bishop in Iran, 


The service, which was attended by all the clergy of the diocese, as well as by 
representatives of the Armenian Church and of other missions in Iran, was entirely i 
in the Persian language, except for the Te Déum, which was sung in English by the ad 
English-speaking members of the congregation. 


‘The Rev. He Dehqani has been posted to do youth and literature work in the 
diocese: E.P.S. Geneva 


GREAT BRITAIN Service for East Asia Christian Conference 


A service of intercession on behalf of the East Asian Churches'Conference (Bang- 
“kok, December 4-11, 1949), will be held in St. Martin's~in-the-Field, London, on 
Thursday, Decemba 8, The Service will be conducted by the Rev. R.D.Say, Secretary 
of the British Council of Churches, and the Rev. Oliver Tomkins of the World Council 
of Churches will lead the intercessions, The address will be given by the Rev, Nor- 
man Goodall of the International Missionary Council. EoP.S, Geneva = 


" GERMANY Church Resolution with Regard to DP's , a 


$ At its conference in Berlin on October 12, the Council of the Evangelical Church . 
in Germany (EKiD) adopted the following resolution on "DPistg i 


3 "The Council of EKiD has noted with deep regret that after the termination of Com. 
' TRO's activity in July 1950, a number of problems concerning DP's will be left un- te 


— solveds 
'Particularly, the Council has noticed that, according to official estimates, 


about 175.000 DP's will stay in Germany permanently because they have been refused 
by the governments of the receiving countries atyosd, owing to thelr om desire to 
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- 
_ stay in Germany, or because they are unable to emigrate owing to age, disability 
_ or for other reasons. 


"The Council shares tle general disappointment arising from the fact that 
TRO so far has not been successful in making its member governments take a fair 
'share of the responsibility for the solution of tle se problems, 


"The Christian Churches in Germany althotgh confronted with the problem of 
_ the German expellees from the East, the number of which is fifty times higher than Bre 
the number of DP!s, are nevertheless urged by the Council of EKiD to take on their 
| Orthodox Churches amongst the remaining DP's, 

"The Council resolves: 

‘"The Evangelical Church in Germany accepts the responsibility for the spirite 


' nal care of DP's remaining in Germany wherever such acts of Christian fellowship 
are asked for. To this end the Council will request its member Churches to contact 
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Christian conscience the care for the many faithful members of Evangelical and ||| 


the DP Churches in their area and to support the spiritual work of these Churches, | 


"The Evanrelical Church in Germany is also prepared, within the limits of its 


means and personnel, to give all possible help in the administration and maintenanze | 


of appropriate homes and institutions for the some 10.000 Evangelical and Orthodox ‘ 
aged and sick people for whom help is needed. 


"To investigate and carry through the necessary measures the Council is establish- # 
ing a Committee consisting of one representative each of 'Kirchliches Aussenamt!, ‘ 
'Kanzlei der EKiD', 'Lutherisches Kirchenamt der VELKD', Central “cmmittee of seni 


- Mission, 'Zentralbiiro Hilfswerk!and the Free Churches. # E.P.S. Geneva tae 
_ ISRAEL Russian Orthodox Church in Jerusalem e af 
Soviet representatives witnessed the raising of the Red Flag over the buildings is) . 


_ of the Russian Orthodox Church in the New City of Jerusalems poi 
of Russian Church property in Israel, which was restored under an agreement with (Sie 
the Israeli government. 
During the period of the British mandate the property was in the hands of local 
| Patriarchate after the 1917 revolution, 

Following the flag-raising ceremony, Archimandrite Leonide, official. represen~ . 


_ tative of the Moscow Patriarch in Isr4el, conducted a service commemorating the eae, 
_ anniversary of the October revolution, E.P.S, Gere va eee 


ie Dean Halfdan Hégsbro, Director of the Pastoral Seminary of Copenhagen, and ee 
representative of the World Council of Churches in Germany, has been awarded a doctor's — 


_ degree honoris causi by the University of Kiel, in recognition of his services as 4 
_ liaison worker between the World Counsil and the German Protestant Churches.E.PeS.Geng= 
4 iy Vv i Fa ee 


The ceremony marked the formal step in the transfer to the Soviet government Bi 


Russian Orthodox leaders who had. refuséd to recognize the jurisdiction of the Moscow 


GERMANY Ecumenical Worker Honoured | || 
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What Human Rights Mean to the Common Man 


. "We, the People and Human Rights", a pamphlet issued wnder the joint auspices 
of the Worldts Alliance of Y,M.C.A.s and the World's Y,W,C.A,, has been compiled as a 
basis of study and action of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights by individuals 
“and groups throughout the world, Published by the Association Press, New York, the 
“pamphlet contains an essay by Dr. Charles H, Malik, Minister of the Lebanon to. the 
‘U.S.A,, explaining how the Declaration came to be, and another essay on its signifi- 
cance in personal relations and in community life by Dr. 0, Frederick Nolde, Director 
of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs. 
‘ Marion V. Royce, Secretary for Social and International Relations of the World's 
“Y.W,.C.A,,and Wesley F. Rennie, Associate General Secretary of the World's Alliance 
of Y.M.C.A,s, contribute a chapter suggesting how this pamphlet can be utilised for 
study and also an annotated text of the Declaration with some specimen questions for 
‘discussion. In response to the Resolutions of the General Assembly of the United 
‘Nations inviting such action by non=governmental groups, the results of the studies 
and .consequent findings will be brought to the attention of the U.N. Commission 


a 


on Human Rights. E.P.5, Geneva 
AUSTRIA The Church and Political Affairs 


The following pastoral letter from Dr. May, Bishop of the Evangelical Church 

of the Augsburg and Helvetic Confessions in Austria, has been read from the pulpits: 

‘ "Our Evangelical Church has members in all parties, For this reason, the Church 
cannot and must not say, Choose this or that party. But what it must say to those 
‘who believe upon it is this, Do your duty as citizens and as Christians. Do not allow 
yourselves to be carried away by the political passions of the electoral campaign into 
hatred, evil-speaking or dissension. Our concern must be not, in the final issue, 
for any party, but for our homeland as a whole. 

‘ "Do not let your Church be involved in politics. Do not deny your faith, 
even in the realm of the economic or the social or the cultvral, Even within your 
party, stand fast upon your Christian principles. Bear yourselves always in public 
ite as Evangelical Christians should’. 


'tAnd be mindful that from the national representative body that is to be elected 
‘is to proceed a governing authority for which we must intercede before God in prayer 
vend supplication", E.P,5. Geneva 

i“ 
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‘FRANCE Ordination of the First Woman Pastor 
: in the Reformed Church of France 


4% 


, The presence of a Vice~President of the Reformed Church's National Council, of 
three Presidents of Regional Councils, of three Presidents of Consistories and of 25 
other ordaining ministers is indicative of the importance attached by’ many to the 
ordination of the first woman pastor in’the Reformed Church of France)! 


: Mlle Elisabeth Schmidt, who holds a degree in philosophy from the Sorbonne and 
another from the Faculty in Geneva, was sent by the Church authorities in 1935 to take 
over a partish in the Cévennes. In 1941, she agreed to go and live as its chaplain in 
the concentration-camp at Gurs. E.P,S. Geneva 
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The following Messages of greetings approved by the Central Committee and 
the Youth Department of the World Council of Churches iast swamer will be read on 
Saturday, December 3, at the preliminary business meeting which precedes the Con— 
_ ference of East Asian Churches at Bangkok, Siam, 


Greetings from the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches 
to the Bangkok Conference 


"We, the members of the Central Committee of the World Covncil of Churches 
assembled in Chichester, desire to send, through our General Secretary, greetings 
to our brethren in the faith and patience of Jesus Christ, shortly to be assembled 
in conference in Bangkok. 


"We have followed with deep interest the progress of the nations of Eastern 
Asia in political independence and in ful® participation in the life of the family 
of nations, Already these nations have made new and notable contributions to the 
life of the world, At the same time, the Churches of Eastern Asia have been emerg- 
ing, with memorable rapidity, from a position of dependence on the Western Churches 
from which they took their origin into the full stature of manhood in Christ, and 


@ 
_ into independent membership in the world-wide fellowship of the Church, Almost every 
country in Eastern Asia is now represented in the family of the World Council of 


Churches by at least one member Church.. For ali this we thank God, 


"The immense revolution which is taking place in Eastern Asia has not left 
the Churches unscarred by suffering. In many parts of your area fierce and intere 
mnecine conflicts are still raging, We pray that the Father of ail nations may overe 
rule these conflicts to the furtherance of His purpose of ail love for all men, and 
that He may use suffering to cleanse and strengthen His Church, and to glorify His 

name through the testimony of the triumph of faith over adverse circumstance, 


"The tidings we have received from your Churches have heartened and inspired 
us, Where conflict has been at its bitterest, Christians widely separated in national 
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and, political allegiance have been able to meet as children of the one Father, and 


_ in their deepest differences to recognise and to maintain theix oneness in the faith 


: 


of Jesus Christ, Where the Church has been face to face with an unknown and menac= 


ing future, Christians have of their own freewill decided to remain and to serve 
their brethren as witnesses for Christ in whatever new forms of society may emerge 


from the wncertainties of the present time. We rejoice in the assurance that you 


and your Churches are in the hand of God, that He of His grace will supply your 
every need, and that by His strength He will make your strength equal to every new 
trial and to every new opportunity}. 


"The older Churches, toc, are passing throtigh times of testing and perplexity. 


“The World Council of Churches is setting itself to its task of strengthening the 
Churches everywhere for the proclamation of the World of God and the doing of His 


will in this time of crisis. For the fulfilment of this task, we desire the fullest 
co-operation of the Younger Churches in all the work of the World Council. Already 
we have profited greatly by the contribution of your Churches to the life and thought 
of the world-wide Church, We know that we have still very much to learn from yous 
The disturbed state of the world and financial stringency have made it impossible 
for us to do as much as we would, in fostering our close association together, Pers 


haps you think that we have done less than we should, but we desire to assure you 


that, at every meeting held in connection with the World Council, cne of the most 
constant concerns is that the Younger Churches should be fully integrated into everye 
thing that the World Council is trying to do, We hope that many suggestions will 
come to us from your conference as to how this full co-operation can be most speedily 


and most effectively secured, 


"You are constantiy in our thoughts and in owr prayers, as we believe that 


o 


“we are in yours. We work ceaselessly for the manifestaticn of the full unity of 


the whole company of Christ's people in the world, But we know well that that 
unity is not a human achievement, it is already a God-given reality in Christ. When 
you and we, separated as we are by space and distance, enter into the sanctuary, we 
meet one another as brethren, wnited in cone faith, one Lord, one baptism, in the 
common task of witness and service, and in the joyful expectation of the manifest 
triumph of the Kingdom of God, which God will bring tc His own appointed time, and 


in which you and we together are by faith already partakers", 
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World Council of Churches Yout. uth Departinent Message 


ee 


to the ‘Bangkok Confer ren CO 


"Today, in Asia, at the cost of vast human suffering, new societies are be- 
ing born, We from the Youth Department of the World Council cf Churches send this 
message to the young Christians of Asia because we are one with them in the faith 
that out of suffering God can make a victory, as He did at Calvary, We pray that His 


grace may reach dovn and guide the hunn struggic toward a fulfilment of His Kingdom, 


peti 


We pray that He may use the Christian Churches in Asia to carry faward His designo 


tWe are mindful that division has weakened the Churches iin the West, and 
faulty vision has often kept them from speaking to peopie where they live and work, 
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_ about their problems in a language they can understand, Today these Churches are 
_repenting thet: failures, and are trying to correct them, But we see in Asia a tree 
Mendous opportunity for Christian Churches to forswear the mistakes of the West and 


into every part of human life, 


"Faced with turmoil, confusion and revolution, Christians in Asia today can 


write a new Book of kcts, give the Christian Gospel. a fresher, newer impetus than it 
has had in centuries, 


"In this great social upheaval, Christians must work alongside their fellow 
“countrymen, using their minds and hands to build an order of social justice for 
‘every individual, 


. “We pledge our prayers and all possible support to those young Christian lead- 
ers who wiil be:meeting in Bangkok at the end of this year, and to Christian youth 
ain Asia whom they represent. God has given them a mighty task. We pray that God 
will also give them the strength they need to preach on the dusty roads, in the 
villages and factories as the Gospel has been preached in the greatest moments of 
‘the Christian Church", E-P,.S. Geneva 


121 Years! Christian Work in Thailand preceded East Asian Conference 


Dr. S.C. Leung, Executive Secretary of the East Asian Churches Conference, 
who is completing at Bangkok arrangements for the Conference sessions to be held 

there from December 4 = lu, stated that the sponsoring agencies have a century of 
accomplishment in Thailand to illustrate their purpose and methods: 


He pointed out: - "The International Missionary Council and the World Council 
of Churches are composed of church bodies and missionary agencies which have operated 
here for 121 years, They helped to create 16 schools such as the Bangkok Christian 
College and the Wattana Wittaya Academy and have erected the McCormick and Bangkok 
Christian Hospitals and the leper asylum in Chiengmai, These are the Churches which 
have sponsored Church World Service, the relief work of which is well known in Thai- 
jand", 


. "The Conference is designed to bring together the Christian agencies in Asia 
in order that they might look at their common task and seek under God for the means 
to accomplish it", 


4 The majority of the 82 expected participants at Bangkok will be delegates 

from 16 Asian countries and there are also to he ddlegates from Australia and New 
Zealand, Delegates include staff members of National Christian Councils, six bishops, 
secretaries of Bible societies, presidents of theological seminaries, university 
professors and well. known .’ theologians who ars coming from as far afield as 
Sweden and the United States. E.P.S, Geneva 


Chrisvien Youta Organisation Formed 


One hundred and twenty delegates from the Presbyteries of the Church of Christ 
Thailand decided to form a National Christian Youth Organisation during the past 


to carry the Gospel of Jesus Christ into the market places, homes, fields and factories, 
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“summer, At a lo~day leadership training conference at Bangkok Christian College, 
“the students and youth delegates inaugurated their ow or ganisationa 


The youth organisation will henceforth take the initiative in directing the 
“policy ahd programme of the Churches in youth work in Thailand, The president of 
‘the orgenisation, who is a student at the McGilvary Theolcgical Seminary in Chieng= 
mai, will attend the sessions of the Youth Committee established by the Churches and 
the Missionary Societies, B.P,S, Geneva 


eR Pe 


‘THAILAND Royal Family and Government 


H-M. Queen Rambhai Barni of Thailand paid a visit in November to the Leper 
‘Mission in Chiengmai province, which is operated jointly by the Presbyterian Board 
of Foreign Missions and the American Mission to Lepers, where she watched the manu- 
/facture of textile goods, and of hats and parasols. The Queen made a contribution 
of 1,000 Ticals (equivalent of $50, approximately £18) to the mission, She was 


oy 


entertained to tea by the mission's Dara School for Giris, 


| The Prime Minister, Pibul Songgram, will wnveil the name plaque of the Bangkok 
Christian Conference cn the occasion of its dedication on December 3, E.P,5S,Gere va 


SOUTH AFRICA Archbishop Inaugurates Peter 
Ainslie Memorial Lecture Series 


a ee ee 


The first of the Peter Ainslie Memorial Lectures established at Rhodes University, 
“Grahamstown, by the Association for the Promotion of Christian Unity (see EPS Nool9), 
‘was delivered on October 12 by Drs Co Ao Clayton, Archbishop of Capetown and head of 
the Anglican Church of the Province of South Africascs. 


It was most opportume that bos: the Anglican Synod and the Methodist Conference 
‘met in Grahamstown at the time of the lecture, permitting each of these great Church 
“assemblies to attend in a body, In consequence, the Great Hall was filled with a 
very distinguished audince including most of the Bishops of South Africa, the Moderae 
tor of the Presbyterian Church and professors and students of the universityescoe 


The lecture stressed the evils of division and the New Testament emphasis upon a 
visibly united Church of all God's people, With equal enphasis it warned against too 
facile and shallow solution of the problem of a divided Christendom. The function 
of the Anglican Church, said the Archbishop, is to act as a bridge between Protestart- 
ism and Catholicism, and even to offer hindrances, if need be, to earnest but mis- 
guided enthusiaits who would rush us into patched-wp mions or federations that would 
‘not prove permanent becavse merely sectional or ill-considered, Meanwhile, he said, 
‘Anglicans join heartily with all their fellow-Christians in praying and striving for 
the Great Church of the future, in which all Christians will be truly one. 


ie The lecture came at a time of stress in South African politics when legislation 
mis being introduced which many regard dangerous to personal liberty, especially for 
the coloured or "non=Buropean" population. One of the Archbishop's pithy sentences, 
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ree faith to the people of South Africa and not the faith of the people of South 
Africa", 5 


The lectureskip is under the direction of an inter~=denominational committee 


-in all the leading denominational and inter-denominational papers in South Africa. 
E.P,S. Geneva 


An Ecumenical Theological Conference was held in November at Skolimow near 
Warsaw, The main subject was: The Meaning and the Task of the Christian Church, 
There were present representatives of all denominations, including the Orthodox 
-and National Catholic Churches, . 


On the first day themes were presented on behalf of four graups: the 
Orthodox, the Catholic, the Evahgelical, and the Free Churches. The second day 
was devoted for discussions which ended in full agreement ae to the main points, 
On the last day all participants joined in worship in the Lutheran chapel and "had 
a most blessed Ecumenical Communion", 


"The few days of conference", concluded the Rev, Jesakow, Secretary of the 
‘Ecumenical Council in Poland, "have brought us closer togethers We need here more 
conferences like this one, and the delegates have asked our Chairman , the Rev. 

Z» Michelis, to call another conference in January", EPS, Geneva 


G°RMANY — Bishop Dibelius and Archbishop 
: Sergius at a Joint Ceremony 


Bishop Dibelius, President of the Council of the Evangelical Church in 
Germany, and Archbishop Dibelius, head of the Russian Orthodox Church of the Patrie 
archate of lioscow in Germany, who have recently met for discussions on several 
“Occasions, are, as a result, to speak for the first time at a joint ceremony of the 
‘Evangelical and Orthodox Churches on the afternoon of the third Sunday in Advent, 
December 11, in the Church of St. Matthew in the Steglitz quarter of Berlin. The 
musical part of the service will be in the hands of two choirs, those of the Ortho- 
dox commmity in Berlin and the Kaiser Wilhelm Memorial Church.. E.P.S. Geneva 


Church News from the Eastern Zone 


_ Church Spires +t Propst Heinrich Griiber of Berlin has asked the support of all 
‘church: circles in that city for the maintenanceof chvwch towrs,Even where the church 


, 


“is destroyed beyond repair, he said at a meeting of the First District Synod of 


lot only does it contain the carillon which calls the people together when they 
Seok cpiritual. help, ‘Bus the tower can also be used as a place of worship, where 
prayers can be said morning and evening and occasional offices suish as weddings 


which brought a thunder of applause was: "It is the function of the Church to preach 


of Church and university leaders, including representatives from Disciples of Christ 
and from the Christian Council of South Africa, Reports of the first lecture appeared 


POLAND Ecumenical. Theological Conference 


Berlin city, efforts must be made to keep at any rate the tower in good condition. ~ 


“Gelebrated, while it should be kept open always as a place of wrship for passers—bys 
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_ the Land Church of Saxe my in Meissen has now been opened, Its Director, Dr. Munte 

schick, until niw Superintendent of Leipzig. was installed by the Bishop, Dr. Hahn, 

in his capacity as pastor of Meissen Cathedral, The Bishop said that it was not so 

_ much plans that were the important thing at the initiation of a Christian umder- 

| taking, as supplications. He urged his hearers to submit their plans to their Lord, 

' letting them become prayers to him, And for this reason an Evangelical Academy must, 

in its individual study groups, work continually as a fellowship of prayer. , 


i Evangeiical Academy in Meissen’ The recently-founded Evang tical Academy of 


ey 


Speaking on behalf of the Evangelical Litheran Synod of Saxony, President Mager, | 
) as representative of the Christian working community, hoped that the Academy would 
“be enabled to bring about a real conversation with the worker’, for which a. genaina 
knowledge and wnderstanding of them would be necessary. EePoS. Geneva 


See 


y GREECE 1.950th Ss of Sto eee Arrival, i 


Bisa mB aonb GEO RET 2 salvador ietee ir eater neat. * Sindbis >! 


The official periodical of the Orthodex Church of Greece, "Ekklesia", in its 
issue of November 15, 1949, prints a letter from Prof, Pol, Bratsiotis dealing with 
' the 1,950th anniversary of the Apostle Paul's arrival in Greece, and the way in 
which it is proposed to celebrate it (see EPS Noo 31), 


Prof, Brassiotis emphasises that religious circles are conscious of the need, 
pezbiculariy in evidence at the end of a war, for making the Gospels. known to the 
peopie, who are today showing a tendency to drift away from Christ and the Gospel. 
| This need iis recognised as muh by the Orthodox and Protestants as by the Catholics, 


The Amsterdam Assembly, he gces on, recognised the importance of evangelism, 4 
' and this question is now on the working agenda of the World Council. Study Department, i 
' while courses on it are boing organised at the Bossey Institute, In the United 

States, the Federai Council of Churches has launched a "United Evangelistic Advance 

' Crusade"; the Methodist Church of Australia started a campaign of evangelisation 

" last March which is to cover a period of three years, "The Catholics, !! Prof, Brate 

' siotis adds, “are preparing to celebrate the Holy Year, and this event will be organ- 
ised in such e way as to seek the present requirements of the Catholic Church", 


HWould it not seem to be clearly indicated that the year 1950, the anniversary i 
of the preaching cf the Gospel. by the Apostle Paul, should be devoted in Greece 
Evangelism? This project," coneludes Professor Bratsiotis, "would certainly be wel- 
-comed by the whole world". E.P.S. Geneva 
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_ penses of EPS =» recent devaluations having caused vs considerable loss = we take 

“4 this opportunity of informing our subscribers that only one reminder to renew their 
_ subscriptions will now be sent them, and that their names will be removed from 

our list on expiry, should payment not have been made within the stated time, 


TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS & With a view to reducing to a minimum the administration ex= 


4s 


; We hope that our friends will understand why we are teking this step, and should 
be grateful. if they would help us in our task by paying their subscriptions immediately 
upon receipt of our sveminders inak youl | foP.S. Geneva 


© 
con 


/ i Hq 
B, >} 
Br at 

ae hf 

i - hte 


ECUMENICAL PRESS SERVICE 


17, ROUTE DE MALAGNOU, GENEVA 
TEL. 5 43 33 Telegr.: “ OIKUMENE GENEVA" 


under the auspices of 


the WORLD COUNCIL of CHURCHES 
the INTERNATIONAL MISSIONARY -COUNCIL 
the WORLD’S ALLIANCE of YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS 
the WORLD’S YOUNG WOMEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION 
the WORLD’S STUDENT CHRISTIAN FEDERATION 
the WORLD COUNCIL OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
the UNITED BIBLE SOCIETIES 


OD RL BE DDO NEEDS RE AE ORES TLE, NAS SLANE TEATRO MIO | NE RRL OT 
‘The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the Churches 
and Christian movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 


Sixteenth Year December 9, 1949 


(ORS cee CD OUD CUD SP SEES US om Le OED ED OOS ER mye 4 OD GOs. SE} ED OE OS UAT ee AY Hee CRP eee eee EE WR ee FE) LL ae ES RD OE ae ee ED OP ee nae EE Er Ok OED UG ue Om bee Oat OD GED OS GED Gee LESS Cae Hr fn an ae Oa Ee 


Friends Service Committee Urge Halt to Atom Bomb Race 


The American Friends Service Committee has issued a report urging the 
United Nations to sponsor a standstill agreement for halting atom bomb develop- 
ment and thereby to lessen tensions between the United States and the U.S.S.R. 
in the interests of world peace, This proposal, copies of which have been pre- 
sented to Mr. Dean Acheson, United States Secretary of State, and Alexander 
Panyushkin, Soviet Ambassador to the United States, is devised to provide time 
for a new scientific examination of the conditions necessary for international 
control . 


The agreement recommended would immediately hold up large scale production 
of fissionable material and temporarily prohibit the use of atomic weapons. To 
ensure that this temporary agreement is carried out, an international inspectorate 
would be stationed at all atomic mining and manufacturing plants under the aegis 
_ of the United Nations Atomic Energy Commission. As an interim measure, the atom- 
B ic stockpiles of U.S.A. and the U.S.S.R. would be placed "under United Nations 
‘ seal", according to a Religious News Service report. 


: Such a standstill agreement, it is suggested, wovld provide opportunity 
‘| for re-examining scientifically the requirements of a workable control system. 
Conventions might be drawn up, enabling limited atomic material to be produced 

for peaceful purposes. The Friends Service Committee, winner of the 1947 Nobel 
: Peace Prize, point out that the last scientific examination of control problems 
_ was made more than three years ago when the United States was in sole possession 
_ of the atomic bomb. 


The Committee's report adds: "Fundanental in Quaker faith is the belief 
that moral insights are relevant to even the most difficult political issues of 
our time, With divine assistance, man can to a substantial degree shape his own 
destiny". SeP.H, Geneva 
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1952 Programme of the Ecumenical institute at Bossey 


Organised by the Institute; 


January 10 = 15 


Course on Ecumenism for theological students of the four 
theological faculties of French speaking Switzerland 


Organised by other Departments, or by Fraternal Bodies: 


February 4 - 6 


February 9 - 13 


February 21 - 23 
February 25 = 27 


February 28 - March 1 


March 6 - 10 


March 13 ~ 14 


Week~end with workers in international organisations in 
Geneva (organised by the Secretariat of the World Council 
of Churches ) 


Conference organised by the Service to Refugees of the 
Interchurch Aid Department of the World Council of Churches 


Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches 


Ecumenical Consultation of the World's Student Christian 
Federation 


Meeting of the Officers of the W.S.C.F. 


Meeting of the World Council of Churches' Commission on 
the Life and Work of Women in the Church 


Meeting of a group of representatives of the Reformed 
Churches in Western Europe (organised by the World 
Presbyterian Alliance) 


Organised by the Institute; 
March 16 ~ 24 
March 31 - April 6 


April 11 - 17 


April 24 


May 1 


May 6 - 8 


May 15 
May 26 


June 7 


July 7 


August 


Conference of the Problem of the Family 


Meeting of Representatives of Laymen's Institutes and 
Movements 


Conference on the Foundations of International Law (under 
the joint auspices of the Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs, the Study Department of the World 
Council of Churches and the Institute) 


Conference of Biologists and Theologians on the challenge 
of modern biology to the Christian thinking on man 


Week-~end with workers in international orgmisations in 
Geneva (organised by the Secretariat of the World Council) 


Conference on Art 


Conference of workers in social services sponsored by 
State, Church or private enterprises, and of specialists 
in social welfare 


Conference on Ecumenism in th4 local Church 
Course for Theological Students 


Short course for lay men and women (I) of the technical 
professions 


_—sa 
ro. 4 
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August 14 = 25 Short course for lay men and women (II) of the liberal 


profess ions 


August 29 ~ September 5 Conferense of Sociologists and Theologians on the legitim- 
ate and necessary place of the sociological epproach in 
the strategy of the Church 


September 10 = 17 Conference of men and women in the Medical Profession 


October 4 -- December 20 Ieng Course for Church Workers in various fields and 


+ + 7 ro =a 
experienced youth leaders E.P.S.Geneva 


African Race Problems 


An Anglicen clergyman, the Rev. Michael Scott, has been recognised by the 
Trusteeship Committee of the United Nations' Genexal Assembly as spokesman for 
Herero and Hottentot tribes of South West Africa, Speaking for the African natives 
before a meeting of the Committee on November 26, Mr, Scott expressed strong op- 
position to the incorporation of the mandated beled tory. of South West Africa into 


the Union of South Africa, and urged that the territ ory be placed under United 
Nations trusteesbip. 


iting a long history of oppression of the African natives, Mr. Scott 
claimed that the annexation of Scuth West Africa into the South African Union 
wovld subject the Herero and Hottento natives to the apartheid" (segregation) 

' policy of stiff racial ssgregation and deny them any representation in the govern- 
ment. 


"The future of all Africa and of South Afrisa eae ens calls for all 
civilised pecples to hold firm to their moral obligations’, the Rev. Michael Scott 
statec, end urged that the disposition of South West Africa be decided "not as a 
narrowly judicial matler nor as one of political expediency', 


After hearing Mr. Scctt's report, Mr Stephen M. Alexis, delegate from 
Haiti, said he understood why so much affort had been expended to prevent Mr, 
Scott from being heard, and proposed that the material which he had presented 

_ should be sent on to the plenary session of the General Assembly and the Inter- 
“national Court of Justice. 


Mr Scott's decumented plea before the United Nations brought forth a 
spirited reaction fron South African governmental authorities, The South African 
delegation at the United Nations walked out of the Trusteeship Committee for the 
_vremainder of its current sessions, In Pretoria, the South African Prime Minister, 
Daniel F, Malan, D.D., labeled Mr. Scott as an "agitator" and declared that the 
"interference mania" of the United Nations had reached such "farcical heights't 
that no nation would be safe from interference in her internal affairs. 


Dr Maien, a former minister of the Dutch Reformed Church, forecast that 
the Union of South Africa "will, eventually be compelled to protect the aborigines 
from the embrace!’ of the United Nations. 


a Pa at 
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Mr Scott, whose plea before the Trusteeship Committee was sponsored by the 
International League for the Rights of Man, has long been active in racial 
affairs both in South Africa and India. He is best knwon for his leadership in 


the recent passive resistance campaign to the Asiatic Land Tenure Act promulgat- 
ed in South Africa. E.P.S. Geneva 


Maintenance of Cultural Relations Between the Netherlands 
and Indenesia 


The Kingdom of the Netherlands and the Republic of the United States of 
Indonesia, animated by the same desire to promote their mutual relations regard- 
_ing education, science and culture in general, have drafted an agreoment concern- 
_ ing the cultural relations between the two countries, Article 11 of this draft 

reads as follows; 


"The foundation and maintenance of institutes of education, of spiritual 
care, of social care and in general of institutes of a cultural nature, by 
corporations, foundations, societies or private persons, shall not be impeded 
_ notwithstanding the right of each of the two Governments to make provisions for 
the public security and the moral welfare of the people in society and state, 
not contrary to the human rights as recognised by the United Nations". 

E.PeS.Geneva 


ORES aT Ha RE RE A NO = 


On the eve of the United Nations' debate on Palestine, authoritative 

{ national and international church groups have notified United Nations delegates 
that official Christian opinion, as expressed, endorses the principle of inter- 
- national responsibility for Jerusalem, 


In a letter to the members of the U.N-'s Political Committee (Committee I), 
Dr O. Frederick Nolde, Director of the Commission of the Churches on Internation-~ 
al Affairs, stressed that the primary interest of the Churches was "with people, 
not places", 


Dr Nolde contended that the international constituency of the Commission 
held that any political proposal for internationalisation of Jerusalem would re- 
_@ire that the protection of the Holy Places "be integrated with the guarantee 
of human rights and freedoms for all inhebitmis". He declared that it would 
not be possible to make "an artificial separation of such places and sites from 
the community in which they are located", 


Supporting Dr Nolde's conclusion, Dr Walter Ven Kirk submitted a letter to 
the United Nations' delegates as executive officer of the Department of Inter- 
national Justice and Goodwill of the Federal Council of Churches in America, 


E Dr Van Kirk's communication cited expressions of opinion on the disposition 
of Jerusalem which have been made by the Federal Council of Churches, the Pro- 
- testant Episcopal Church, the World Affairs Committee of the Reformed Church in 


_ fmerica, the Foreign Missions Conference of North America and the United Council 
of Church Women. “It seems clear that the observations set forth... endorse, in 


i principle, the internationalisation of Jerusalem', Dr Van Kirk wrote, 
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Dr Van Kirk noted further that there had been no official expression of 
Church opinion opposing internationalisation, and that many of the resolutions 


emphasised the unique status of Jerusalem as being sacred to three world re- 
ligions, 


In setting forth the position of the Commission of the Churches on Inter~ 
national Affairs, a joint body of the World Council of Churches and the Inter- 
national Missionary Comcil, Dr Nolde cited opinions expressed by five of the 
seven members of the World Council's presidium urging that any political dispo- 
sition of the Jerusalem area should include the fullest possible guarantee for 
religious freedom, 


Dr Nolde also pointed out that the Ecumenical Patriarch at Istanbul and 
the Near East Christian Council both had officially recommended that the greater 


Jerusalem area be placed under United Nations administration, B.P.S.Geneva 
INDIA The 1900th Anniversary of St Thomas's Mission to India 


The 1900th anniversary of the arrival of the Apostle Thomas in India falls 
next year, This occasion will be celebrated in India. "The fact", writes "The 
Star of the East", a journal dealing with the Syrian Church and other Eastern 
Churches, "that India is predominantly non-Christian should not in any way de- 
crease the ardour of the celebration... It is a fit occasion to bear a nation- 


' wide witness to the Christian fa th in a country which is only two per cent 


Christian. 


"The greatest hindrance Christianity has in India to make its appeal most 
eifective is its divisions, A divided Christianity does not appeal to the imag- _ 


ination of the Indians... Therefore, all Christians and missions, which work in 


India and love the Lord Jesus above all otner things, should make an honest 
effort to sink their differences to celebrate the 1900th anniversary of St Thomas! 
coming to India, It will be a very convincing testimony to the Lord Jesus 
Christ as Une God and One Saviour of ali mankind. In the Free India where pre- 
judices against Christian religion are cisappearing, this united testimony may 
help to open the eyes of the earnest seekers to the veracity of the Christian 
Evangel. Arrangements must be made to make the celebration extend throughout 
the length and breadth of the country... And a programme must be launched to 


make india Christian in our own day and generation", E.P.S.Geneva 
UNTTED STATES Bishop Oxnam Asks New Catholic Religious 


Liberty Doctrine 
Bishop G, Bromley Oxnam, of the Methodist Church in the United States, told 


a Reformation Day rally in New York that "Protestants believe in religious liberty 


and stand firm against 611 who would destroy it", 


The rally, held in the Cathedral of St John the Divine in New York, and 
Sponsored by the Protestant Council of the City of New York, was attended by re- 
presentatives of 1,200 Protestant Churches. 
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Bishop Oxnam called upon the Roman Catholic Church to enunciate a "new 
doctrine in the realm of religious liberty’. He suggested that Pope Pius XII 
"simply declare that in all matters of religious liberty the Roman Catholic 


Church will do unto others as it would be done by and then act upon that decla- 
ration", 


The Bishop demanded an end to the "political, social and religious dis- 
abilities suffered by Protestants in Spain, in Italy, in Latin American coum- 
tries and in many sections of the world where a hierarchy is still obsessed by 
mediaeval notions of power", 


Bishop Oxnam said he "regretted" the necessity of bringing "these matterst! 
to the fore, but added: "They must be understood and faced by Protestants 
across the nation as we confront a crisis, now world-wide, in which freedom it- 
self is at stakel', 


He observed that the Communist Party also does not believe in liberty "as 
we understand it", ‘When either the Roman Catholic Church © the Communist 
Party", Bishop Oxnam continued, "acting upon its belief in these matvers, seeks 
to deny us either religious or civil liberty, our own freedom is involved, and 
it is not a part of tolerance to submit to such denials until at last our free- 


dom passes", S,PE.S. Geneva 
GERMANY A Call to the Unknown Workers of the Church 


The Berlin "Laientag" (Laymen's Day) will have its next public meeting in 
the centre of Berlin on December 10. At this meeting there are to be no Jaag ~ 
introductory speeches. "Not those bearing well known names, but the wide front 
of unknown workers of the Church are to have the word", The subjects to be 
discussed are to be the attraction for participation and cooperation instead of 
great names. On account of the approaching church elections "the responsibility 
of the church elders for the spiritual leadership will be discussed in a manner 
still very unfamiliar to the communities", The second subject will arise from 
the question concerning Christian education which hasbecome most urgent for all 
parents through school conditions in Berlir, 


The purpose of the new activity of non-theologians in the Church is in- 


4 dicated in a periodical bearing the title "Der Laientag", which has jvst made 


its first appearance. "In the chaos of opinions, passions and forces, the 
Church must courageously and independently express its opinion and bear witness, 
A bureaucratically minded Church cannot do that, Only when the layman becomes 
a living part of the Church, is there really a Church. This the laymcn must re- 
cognise and become active members, But also the Church must sse this and make 


room for the layman", E.P.S, Geneva 
. SWITZERLAND The Church in Aargau Grants the Yote to Women 


After seven years of reflection en the question of the right for women to 
vote on church affairs, the Synod decided on November 21, by 122 vehes to 47 not 
only that women should vote but also that they should be eligible for election 
on the parish councils. This decision is subject to ratification by the Gouncil 
of the State. “oPeSe Geneva 
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The Eastern Asia Christian Conference in Bangkok 


The first Conference of Eastern Asia Christian Churches, sponsored by the 
World Council of Churches and the International Missionary Council, opened in 
Bangkok, Thailand, on December 3 (see EPS No. 44). It was attended by 43 official 
delegates from 15 countries, 17 observers, 7 speakers and consultants and 13 
local conference workers, making a total of 98 participants in all. 


Dr Rajah B. Manikan of India (Chairman of the East Asia Commission), Mrs 
Ba Maung Chain (Chairman of the YWCA, Burma), and Dr H. Nam Kung (General Secre- 
tary of the National Christian Council of Korea) were named as a presidium of 
three to chair the meeting. 


Messages of welcome from the National Christian Council of Thailand and 
from other fraternal delegates were read, These messages included greetings from 
the Central Committee and the Youth Department of the World Council of Churches 
(see EPS No. 43), the World's Y.W.C.A., the World's Alliance of Y.M.C.A.s, the 
World's Student Christian Federation, the World Council of Christian Education, 
and the United Bible Societies, ; 


The general theme of the Conference was: "The Christian Task in Changing 
Eastern Asia", 


His Royal Highness the Prince Rangsit of Chainad, Regent of Thailand, wel- 
comed the delegates on behalf of King Prahadhipok, and added; "You who have come 
as delegates cannot fail to note the evidence of the constant religious attitude 
of the Thai people who are known for their religious tolsranxce and who pride them- 


selves on welcoming to this country the fervent adhercats of every creed", 


Dr S.C. Leung, ixecutive Secretary of thc Conference, tanked the Prince 
Regent and his Government for their hospital“ iy in Thailand. 


Speaking of the aims of the sponsoring organisations, Dr Leung stressed 
that in addition to the value of their efforts to both the Glider and Younger 
Churches, they have contributed much towards international understanding, good- 


ns gear tara 
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wiil and cooperation. "“Multitudes are looking to the Christian Church for signs 
of 'an endless hope’, a way to world unity, Dr Leung continved, "We are striv- 
ing in this gathering with hunility yet with confidence in the Power higher than 
ourselves, to renew our faith, to look at our tasks afresh, and to pledge our- 
selves to move forward together in the salvation of the world", 


Dr hajah B. Manikam summarised in his opening address the tasks of the 
Conference and said: 


"What we are here for";- "There are five important matters to which we 
have to give careful consideration and make recommendation to our parent bodies; 


"}.) How the world wide Christian fellowship may be strengthened by the 
Churches in Eastern Asia participating more fully than hitherto in the life of 
the ecvmenical Church; 

"2) The ways in which a sense of interdependence of the Younger Churches 
in Eastern Asia may be developed and their experience pooled and utilised; 

"3) A study of the major problems of the Christian enterprise in Eastern 
Asias 

'4) (a) The question of the establishment of a Joint organisational set-up 
of the International Missionary Council and the World Council of Churches in 
Eastern Asia; (6) the relationship of this set-vp to the existing National 
Christian Councils, member Churches of the World Council ef Churches and other 
offices of the international Missionary Council and the World Council; (c) its 
functions and (d) its financial support. 

"5) How the Christian Churches in Eastern Asia may cooperate effectively 
with ths Churches? Commission on International Affairs in the promotion of world 
peace anc order, 


*What the significance of this Conference is"s~ "The potential importance 
of this Conference can hardly r be over-estimated' , declared Dr Manikan, ‘In 
recent months, we have had East Asia Economic Conference, East Asia Youth Con- 
ference, East Asia Labour Conference and East Asia Conference on Indonesia, but 
this is the first time that an East Asian Christian Conference has been held with 
a predominant Site ig of East Asians and under East Asian planning, direction 


and leadership", 


"Tho countries which we represent here contain four great non-Christian 
cultures - ‘ei Ie oa t, Islamic and Confucian. While the centre of Islan 
may be elsewhere, 4 large proportion of sluslims live in this area and the largest 
Muslim State pacisten lies in this region, The area represented by this Con- 
ference contains more than half of the Christians in ail mission lands... 


'The multitudes which inhabit East Asia are today caught in the terrific 
maelstrom of a gigantic revolution", continued Dr Manikam, "Civil war is still 
raging in large tracts cf these territories. A dynemic and militent Communism 
challenges the Christian Church in most parts of Hast Asia, Contending crusad- 
ing forces of re-vitalised old religions shout their slogans and engage in vholent 
conflict with Christianity. A great void, a moral vacuum has been formed with 
bleak disappointment with Life, and consequent despair which finds life empty of 


*(With regard to the YMCA Area Conference held this year in Bangkok see EPS No. 
34; there was also a YWCA consultation in Sian) 
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meaning... To say that we are meeting at a very critical time in the history of 
Rast Asia may sound trite but it is appallingly trueoec 


"What we can do_ through this Conference"s-- "However all this darkness and 
troubled condition of life in East Asia coffers an unprecedented opportunity for 
Christian witness, How are we of Kast Asia going to meet the challenge of this 
hour? How are we going to evangelise East Asia? 


"About 1,160,000,000 people - more than one half of the entire population 
of the world ~ are living in East Asia! Dr Manikan pointed out. "Only about 


g 90,000,000 are Christians and of these only about 17,500,000, including some 


1,500,000 Orthodox, are non-Roman Catholic, Therefore it is quite clear that 
the non-Roman Church in East Asia is weak". But the Church has taken roots and 
it is growing, 


"The Conference is called in the hope that the representative leaders from 
Hast Asia might meet and work out ways by which a sense of interdependence anong 
the Younger Churches might be develcped, and their experience pooled and utilised. 
The success of this Conference will depend, in the ultimate analysis, upon the 
extent to which we, the delegates from far and near, have been enabled to become 
- not just a group of Asian Christians with a common purpose ~ but verily a 
worshipping congregation, and waiting upon God for His Word and guidance... The 
real tie that binds us together is not so much our Asia cultural heritage as our 
faith in and a common allegiance to one Lord and Master, even our Lord Jesus 
Christ, This is the tie which we want to strengthen... 


"We shall in this Conference be concerned as to how the world wide Christ- 
ian fellowship may be strengthened by East Asian Churches participating more 
fully than hitherto in the life of the ecumenical Church, as to how we can be 
more realistically and truly ‘partners in cbedience' with the Older Churches, as 
to how we can undertake with them the evangelisation of East Asia..- 


"The West has made its contribution to Christian thought and theology. We 
of the Hast have also our own unique contribution to make in interpreting Jesus 
Christ who was an Oriental, in ovr own oriental way, based on our experience of 
Him as our Lord and Master, and Saviour of the West as well as the East. We shall 
have to learn how to present the eternal Gospel in terms intelligible to the 
culturs),, historical and social heritage of our peoples..." 


The preacher of the Conference sermon at the Sunday (December 4) morning 
service of woxship was Dr W.A. Visser 't Hooft, General Secretary of the World 
Council of Churches, Conference delegates also preached at local churches where 
morning services were held in Siamese and Chinese, and in the afternoon at English 
speaking services, At the 5 pom. joint service at Christ Church, Bangkok, Dr 
John A. Makay, Chairman of the International Missionary Council, delivered the 
sermon. EoP.Se Geneva 
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GREAT BRITAIN Church Leaders Plea for South African 
Protectorates 


Concern of the British Council of Churches and the Conference of British 
Missionary Societies. for the High Commission Territories of Basutoland, the: 
Bechuanaland Protectorate and Swaziland was expressed to Mr Novel Baker, Secretary 
of State for Commonwealth Relations, by a deputation which requested that the 
British Government should take further measures for the economic and social de- 
velopment of those territories, 


The deputation consisted of the Bishop of London and li Kenneth G. Grubb, 
Chairmen respectively of the Council's Executive Committee and International 


Department, and the Rev. R.K. Orchard, representing the Conference of Missionary 
Societies, 


Mr Noel Baker, who expressed keen desire to do everything practicable to 
foster such development, pointed out that under the Colonial Development and Wel- 
fare schemes, the Territories would receive £3,340,000 with the possibility of 
further addition from reserves, This expenditure has been spread over a consider- 
able diversity otf schemes, the checking of soil erosion, improvement in water 
Supplies, communications, education and agricultural methods, An extensive scheme 
of afforestation had already been started in Swaziland andther developments were 


under consideration, EoP.S. Geneva 
ISRAEL The Fire in the Dome of the Church of the 


Roman Catholic, Greek Urthodox, Armenian and Coptic autherities summoned 
an emergency meeting in Jerusalem, following the fire in the dome of the Church 
of the Holy Sepulchre. The precise extent of the damage to the dome has not been 
ascertained, but a thorough examination is being made by members of the Franciscan 
Order, which exercises a custodianship over Christian Holy Places in Palestine. 


During the fire, which raged for more than 24 hours, special prayers of 
intercession for the safety of the church proper were offered in Jerusalem 
churches. 5 

The last fire in the church of the Holy Sepulchre was in 188, when the 
entire structure was almost burnt down. The church was rebuilt in 1830, and in 
1869 the dilapidated dome was restored by architects of various nationalities. 
In 1927 the church was badly damaged by an earthquake. The original church was 
a basilica built over the supposed tomb of Jesus by the Emperer Constantine in 
the fourth century. 


Archimandrite Leonide, official representative of the Russian Orthodox 
Church in Palestine (Moscow Patriarchate) is reported to have offered to contri- 
bute a large sum towards repairing the fire-daneged done. E.P.S. Geneva 
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CANADA From Defence to Aggression " 


"Christianity must drop its defensive attitude and make a positive procla- 
mation of the Gospel", Dr G.P, Gilmour, Chancellor od hicMaster University, told . Ss 
the sixth annual meeting of the Canadian Council of Churches, meeting in Winni-~ | 
peg on November 25. The Council comprises ten non-Roman communions in Canada, 


"We have lived through a long generation of half-apologetic defence of the 
Gospel", he said, "but the present acknowledged sickness of the world makea it 


imperative to affirm and proclaim the Gospel confidently as man's hope and God's 
intention". 


In his presidential address to the Council, Dr J.W. Woodsids , Ottawa, 
warned clergymen against "prostituting their high calling", He lashed out 
against the preacher "who surrenders to the itch for publicity by acting as an 
entertainer, a director of fellowship, or as a mere buffoon", "We should not 
be chore boys for the political or economic reformers, Our business is to see 
to the rebirth of the race and the remaking of mankind". 


In his report as Council secretary, Dr W.J, Gallagher, Toronto, stressed 
the need for "actual enterprises in which we work together for Christian ends", bay | 
Reviewing the Council's accomplishments since it was formed five years ago, he meer) 
said, is 


"We have not accomplished all that our most sanguine supporters hoped, but 
neither have we realised all the fears of the pessimists, This Council has 
contributed much to the development of mutual understanding and Christian 
fellowship. It has served the Churches in many ways in their common tasks, and By 
it has enabled them to speak and act together at important points. ps 

EeP.S. Geneva gt 


NETHERLANDS Advent Message of H.R.H. Princess 7. 
fe if Wilhelmina p 


On the first Sunday of Advent H.R.H. Princess Wilhelmina of the Nether- Bees 
lands addressed a message to the Dutch people from which we quotes i 


",.. On the road to Peace mind and intellect can never be our guides. Only P 
the heart can find the trail and follow it until. the goal is reached, The heart, 


to which God gave such a central place and noble task, but which in life is so ale 
often disregarded and prevented from revealing the deepest stirrings of our in~ eh 
most being... Only the heart can catch the rays of love from the Great Heart, a, 
the Heart of our Redeemer, after whom our hearts are shapede.. | 

"It is an encouraging sign that there is a longing, an increasing longing ae 
for more spiritual unity and for the removal of all that keeps us divided. This , ata 
shows that there is an awakening coiusciousness as to what Christ demands of us Cs 
and a turning towards Him, not in outward forms only, or in words, but with the Bh 
fullness of our personalities, Through the power that is given to us by absolute re 


i] 
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self-sacrifice we are enabled to do this in full commitment. May this coming 
Christmas festival strengthen us in all this, for it calls out to us; one 


Shepherd, one flock, one love; one peace, compassing all." E.P.S. Geneva 
SWITZERLAND Kumopaas, Conference of Culture 


The European Conference of Culture held at Lausanne, which closed on Dec. 
11, published a final declaration, insisting once more "that the problem is a 
simple one - Europe or war; that Europe cannot be saved as long as the nations 
believe in their separate salvation; that Europe cmnot be saved by a choice 
between individual freedom and social justice. Liberty without justice is dis- 
integration; justice without liberty leads straight to the concentration Camp 3 
that Kurope can only safeguard its own interests by safeguarding the dignity of 
men. 


"For these reasons, the. European Conference of Culture appeals to intellect- 
uals to shoulder their responsibilities in relation to governments and experts 
by keeping a vigilant watch over and proclaiming the principle of the dignity of 
man, the foundation of all European civilisation; 


"appeals to national governments to abolish forthwith all the barriers now | 
paralysing without protecting the cultural life of Europe; to realise that in © 
the long run expenditure on education confers on nations a more durable power of 
resistance than expenditure on armaments..; 


Nappeals to all Europeans to refuse to believe in the inevitability of war. 
Fear begets war. There is only one issue from the vicious circle of fear and 
war, There is away of salvation, Let us begin today to make the sacrifices 
without which the union of Evrope canot come into being. Let us abandon our 
isolated efforts to attain security and prosperity. Let us unite to establish 
and safeguard peace, a peace which must be conquered every day anew by courage 
and hope." 


On Sunday December 11, the delegates attended special worship services. 

The service in the Cathedral opened with a ;vayer by Pastor Layvanchy, and then 
Bishop Stephe:; Neill (representing the Archbishop of Canterbury, and Associate 
General Secretary of the World Covncil of (Churches) read the Commandments and 
the Confession, rchimandrite C. Valiadis, of the Orthodox Greek Church in Lau- 
sanne, read from the Bible, and Pastor A. Koechlin, President of the Federation 
of Swiss Protestant Churches, preached the sermon on the text "For other founda- 
tion can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ'', The service ended 
with a payer from Pastor Nils khrenstrém, Director of the Study Department of - 


the World Council of Churches. HoP.S. Geneva 
GERUANY Officiel Notification Required when Leaying the Church 


According to the new constitution in the Russian Zone, people wishing to 
leave the Church must in future again inform their official court. This new 
‘arrangement is welcomed by the Church, because it offers the opportunity of 
getting into touch with these people and thus preventing them from leaving the 
Church tco hastily, : E.P.S. Geneva 


ECUMENICAL PRESS SERVICE 
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the WORLD’S YOUNG WOMEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION 
the WORLD’S STUDENT CHRISTIAN FEDERATION 
the WORLD COUNCIL OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
the UNITED BIBLE SOCIETIES 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the Churches 
and Christian movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 
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Eastern Asia Christian Conference 


The Eastern Asia Christian Conference spcnsored by the World Council of 
Churches and the International Missionary Cow.cil (see EPS No. 45) was attended 
by delegates who arrived from Burma, Ceylon, India, Indonesia, Indo-China, 
Japan, Korea, Malaya, Okinawa, Pak’.stan, Philippines and Siam. There were also 
two ladies present, namely; Miss Sosa Mathew from India and Mrs Tamaki Uemura 
from Japan. Owing to the difficulties of obtaining transport and passports the 
Chinese delegates, who had been appointed by the National Christian Council of 
China, were unable to attend, but a message was received from them saying that 
they desired to participate wholeheartedly in the ecumenical movement. 


The Conference began with background reports from the participating coun- 
tries which were summarised by the Rev, Charles Ranson. It became clear that 
the situation in Eastern Asia has certain common characteristics; the newly 
gained freedom, the social and political unrest, the pressure from Communism, 
the attempt to revive the old religions, but it was equally clear that in spite 
of all these challenges the Christian Church is growing in most of the countries 
concerned, 


Professor Devanandan (India) opened a discussion on "The Christian Message 
in Relation to the Cultural Heritage of Eastern Asia’, He emphasised the dis- 
crepancy between the new political and social ideas which Asia had accepted and 
the old static religions. 


Bishop Lesslie Newbigin (United Church of South India) led a discussion on 
"The Evangelisation of East Asia! at which remarkable examples were given of 
effective evangelism in the Batak country, the Philippines, India, Korea and 
Japan, He also spoke of the mission work which the younger Churches are doing. 
outside their own countries. 


The discussion on "The Challenge of Communism to Christianity" was intro- 
duced by Dr Visser 't Hooft, General Secretary of the World Council of Churches, 
Mr. MeM. Thomas (India), Dr S.C. Lewng (China), Dr Lew (Korea) and Miss Shizue 
Hikaru (Japan). It became clear that Communism is a live issue in all East 
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Asian countries, Grave news was given about the situation of the Church in 
Northern Korea, The Churches of China are still free to continue their work, 
but they realise that they must prepare themselves for a situation in which many 
doors ‘will be closed to the Church, 


Dr S.C. Leung, Executive Secretary four the Conference, explained to the 
delegates that Communism had spread so rapidly in China because of the corrup— 
tion of the Kuomintang, because of universal desire for peace at any cost due 
to war exhaustion, because there was no third party capable cf drawing together 
liberal elements to replace the Kuomintang, and because of recent moderation in 
Communist policies, "The future of Commmism depends upon its ability to feed 
the people, he said. The situation challenges Chinese Christians to self- 
examination, greater unity, a preaching of the complete Gospel, and an under- 
standing end living of the Christiar. faith. We must seek to win people under 
Communist cantreol to Christ, even the Communists, Adapting a phrase coined 
about the first-<entury Christians, Dr Leung concluded: "God does not close 
one door without opening another, We must outlive, outthink and, if necessary, 
outdie Communism" , 


Report of the Youth Delegates to the East Asian Christian Conference;- The 


discussion of Youth Problems was led by Miss dean Fraser, Director of the Youth 
Department of the World Council of Churches. 


The delegates discussed their common problems and scught tc wait upon Him 
that He might show them ways and means by which youth could play its part in 
establishing the Lordship of Jesus Christ in Fast Asia. They noted with glad-~ 
ness this recognition of youth as part of the total church ccnmunity with its 
special problems, responsibilities and duties, 

The discussion continued on the following lines; We represent the youth of 
mine countrics in East Asia, and greatly regret the absence of the Chinese 
delegate, As we have taken part in this Conference, we have become increasing- 
ly aware of three facts: a) Our kinship with one another, both in our aspira- 
tions and in the problems confronting us; 5) The vision of the world-wide 
Church set over against the world in every country; c) The consciousness that 
youth has a special place in the whole evangelistic task of the Church, We 
have no doubt that this meeting of the representatives of youth of the East 
Asian Churches is a milestone in the whole ecumenical movement, and it is from 
this group that the Church should find its future leaders. We would stress the 
need of special provision for youth and of meeting their desire for trust and 
responsihility, opportunities for service and training for leadership. 


From delegates of many countries we have heard of the concern of young 
people for social and economic justice, a concern often first roused by the 
teaching they have received in Christian schools. The lack of a definite pro- 
gramme, or of channels for expressing this desire on the part of the Churches, ‘ 
causes many to drift away, others to leave the Church in favour of political 
party, end is a hindrance to the evangelism of politically canscious youth. 


The youth delegates noted with particular interest that the world meeting 
of the World Council of Christian Education is to take place in Toronto, Canada, 
in July amd August 1950, and they urge the Churches to find ways by which each 


_ 
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country may take advantage of this opportunity for special training in Christ- 
ian education, 


They welcome the proposal for an enlarged meeting of the World Christian 
Youth Commission to take place in Asia in 1952 and urge the youth groups in 
all countries to take part in the preparations for it, 


in view of the greater interchange, the youth delegates discussed and pro- 
posed more training facilities, the organisation of Camps, various courses and 
visits and the exchange of experieiuces. 


An Important Result of the Conference;- The following important news was 
received from Bangkok: 


"The Eastern Asia Christian Conference, representing sixteen countries, 
voted unanimously to accept the proposal that the International Missionary Coun- 
cil and the World Cowncil of Churches should appoint a representative in East 
Asia, whose task it will be to link together in living fellowship the Churches 
and National Christian Councils throughout the area, and then in turn with the 
Churches throughout the world, They likewise agreed that the appointee should 
be an East Asian and that he should enjoy staff status with both sponsoring 


organisations" , E.P.S. Geneva 
CHINA Message to All Christians 


For the third time the National Christian Council of China has sent a 
Message to all Christians in the country, from which we qote: 


"Our country has already entered upon a new era in its history, and as 
Christians we should with the greatest enthusisam give praise and glory to God 
for that awakening of the social conscience which we see spreading day by day 
under the New Democracy. 


"Not only must the Christian Church continue to fulfil its fundamental task 
of loyally proclaiming the Gospel; still more important is it that the power 
of Christ should be made manifest in the daily life of every believer... 


"Some Facts of History";~ "Although the Christian Church in China has had 
a history of little more than a hundred years, within this short period it has 
made a very real contribution to the early beginning and humble strvggles of 
this movement which has now awakened Ghina to a new destiny", It was the Church 
which first brought science to China, which first promoted literature in the 
vernacular, which advocated education for women and girls, and ran educational 
and charitable institutions. It was the Church wiich first promoted education 
of employees and workiuen and which first promoted education in agriculture and 


forestry. 


"The Church's Contribution to Scciety";~ "We Christians form an extremely 
small part of the whole population of the country. The various above-mentioned 
enterprises in which the Church has been engaged have but served as pioneering 
projects... In recent years, moreover, scientific research and social work in 


China have made daily advance, so that... the contribution made by the Church 


’ 
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has on all sides been surpassed, The Church not only views this fact without 
the slightest dismay, but feels the keenest joy, since the function of the 
Heavenly Kingdom among men... is the task of showing the way and of setting 
things afoot. Both now and in the future the Church will of course gladly exert 
its utmcst endeavours, under the leadership of the People's Government to fulfil 
the responsibilities it bears as a People's Organisation, continuing its service 
to the people and energetically pushing forward its pioneering work,.. In the 
field of social welfare the Church has all along been active, and from now on- 
wards, if it is granted permission and guidmce from the Government, it can act 
through countless village Christians communities, and through experiences social 
service organisations such as the YMCA, the YWCA, in continuing to give a lead 
in the tasks of social reconstruction. 


"The Church's Self-Examination":- "In this new situation in which it finds 
itself, the Church should readily accept criticism, and engage in its own self- 
examination, We must discover our faults, and truly repent of them; on no 
account are we to pride ourselves on our pioneering progressiveness... We must 
develop positive plans: as regards personnel, to train far more leaders of yet 
higher quality; as regards finance, to hasten on to real implementation of in~ 
dependence and self-support; as regards social righteousness, courageously to 
make a determined struggle against the inequities of the economic order and 
against social evils... Apart from these things, the Church should stimulate 
every individual. believer... to welcome as a citizen, along with his fellow- 
countrymen throughowt the whole country, the advent of these great times, and to 
assist, each in his own place and tc the limit of his strength, in bringing to 
fulfilment the tasks of reconstruction of this new er€,.. Our Churches must put 
themselves positively behind the movement for increased production, and raise 
the people's standard of living... They must seek to bring more abundant life, 
both spiritual and material, to their own members and to all the people they 
serve... While it is in the world, end while the world lasts, the Church must 
not for a moment cease its effort, by strenuous struggle, self-denying sacrifice 
and devout prayer, to bring society as well as individuals nearer to God, for 


this is the hope which God sets upon mankind..." E.P.o. Geneva 
STAM Worlals, 2 wWie0 ie Donsnbtaton sn Sanekos 


Twenty-eight delegates, representing the Y.W.C.A. in eleven Asian countries 
and the World's Y.W.C.A. headquarters, met in Bangkok from November 16-26, The 
aim of this Consultation was to try and see mcre clearly the essential tasks of 
a Christian youth and women's movement in South and East Asia today. 


As they examined the present sitvation they recognised that much in the 
present picture is not pretty, nor does it 411 look well for the future, There 
was deep puzzlement, but neither distorting nor paralysiry fear. 


Throughout the discussions there was a dominant conviction that the YWCA 
is not meant to be and must not be a middle class movement, but mist reach out to 
rural and industrial arcas if it is to be true to its purpose. Many expressed 
the feeling that Christian groups were not touching many young people because 
their programme failed to challenge them to creative and constructive sacrifice 
and services 
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The delegates reiterated their belief in the necessity of a united Christ- 
ian voice in both words and actions, and examined fresh ways of cooperation with-— 
in the total Christian community, The divisions in the Christian community not 
only in relation to the ecumenical movement but in relation to the kind of wit- 
ness Christians must make in the social and economic areas of life are qestions 
wich it must meet and for which it seeks the truth with fellow Christians. 


Leadership equipped for the tasks of today was one of the chief concerns 
of the group. A Study Institute for staff and volunteer leaders in positions of 
responsibility, to be run by the World's YWCA, was agreed upon. This Institute 
will be held in the Autumn of 1950 in India, E»P.S. Geneva 


Unity In Spite of All 


The World Council of Churches 'Depariment of Inter-Church Aid and Service 
to Refugees publishes every month a Report containing many interesting news-items 
om its work in the di*ferent countries of the worid, The November issue contains, 
besides a large number of detailed informaticn, two passages concerning countries 
which would not, for various reasons, be represented at the meetings of the 
Department, 


For instance, Dr Koch, of the Evangelical and Reformed Church in the U.S.A., 
after an extensive visit to Europe, writes, 


"My impression of the whole European situation led me to feel the greater 
need for united prayer, It does something to one to sit in a conference and to 
talk about help that shouid go into countries thet are of our fellowship, and 
then to know that around the table there must be empty chairs representing those 
countries to which we cannot go and from which we do not receive the normal run 
of visitors, Is this a moment when once again the Christian Church should say 
to itself, and prove to itself, that it is a means of breaking through barriers 
made by man? I believe it is. Ovr brethren... can know although we may not 
reach into their lives with our help, that we are a part of their struggle and 
that we are spiritually reaching into their lives. Maybe out of a very serious 
and earnest application of our own Christian faith, this hour may yet be the 
birth of a more Christian and peaceful. order’, 


Pastor Jan Mirejovsky, secretary of the Youth Department of the World 
Council of Churches, declared that "ill~informed people sometimes receive the 
impression that youth work in countries which, for practical reasons, could not 
travel to conferences, has ceased to exist. This is not in accordance with the 
facts. If it is true that independent Christian youth orga isations as such 
have in some places disappeared, it is also true that fairly intensive ycuth work 
is none the less being carried out as a part of church life, The freshest and 
most encouraging reports about the methods used in the evangeiisation of youth 
are now coming from these very countries. There the young Christians are no 
longer allowed to take Christianity for granted, but have to grasy its meaning 
all over again, They learn new ways of speaking to those who live and work with 
them, It is therefore important not only that we keep these our friends in our 
mizd and in our prayers, but also that we be prepared to Jisten to their point 
of view", EoP.Se Geneva 
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JAPAN Evangelism 


in the end of October, an evangelistic campaign to cover a period of five 
years was inaugurated in Japan. To lead up to this, a Church Assembly was held 
in Tokyo to which the Kyodan (United Church) invited more than thousand repre- 
sentatives from all parts of the country, as well as 150 delegates from various 
church organisations, 


This event coincided with the ninetieth anniversary celebrations of the 
day when Evangelical mission work was first established in Japan. Two thousand 
clergy aud laymen met for a great missionary demonstration, when Dr Michio Kozaki, 
the Moderator of the Kyodan, described the genesis md grewth of Protestant 
mission work, and presented certificates of commendation to 1,089 faithful lay 
members who had joined the Church fifty years before. "The number of mission- 
arises", Dr Kozaki emphasised, "has been on the increase. From China alone, 50 
missionaries, chiefly Swedich and Norwegian, are now being transferred to Japan. 


Stress was laid at the Assembly on the need for a stronger emphasis, both 
in mission work and in the religious life of the indigenous Church, on an aware- 
ness of being linked to the world-wide Church of Christ. The Assembly tas thas in 
itself an appeal to a sense of ecumenical responsibility, the more so by reason 
of the presence of various ecumenical notables, including Dr John A, Mackay, 
Chairman of the International Missionary Council, and of the well-known Swiss 
theologian, Prof. smil Brunner, sent to Asia by the World Alliance of Y.M.C.A.s. 
Prof, Brunner contributed a paper in which he particularly stressed the need for 
@ Church of laymen; “Only a lay Church can survive. We need the witness of pro- 
fessional men, tradesmen and students, who can reach places that clergymen are 
unable to reachi', 


The youth delegates expressed the desire to be sent to spread the message 
of the Gospel. They maintained that the three Christian work-canps organised 
last summer in Tokyo and in the islands of Hokkaido and Kyushu, and the inter- 
national seminary, Tsude College, set up by the Society of Friends, all of which 
undertakings have been much noted in the Japanese Press, "have done more for the 
cause of the Gospel than anything else, except the Christian Universities of the 
present time", 


The Five Year Mission of the Church of Japan can thus rely on the coopera- 
tion of young wo:-kers, helped by the experience of the older generation. And the 
60 Christian fellow-workers who have been labouring for three years in Japan and 
Korea have, the report says, "put up to 30% of their span of years at the service 


of these two countries", E.P.S. Geneva 
ISRAEL Jerusalem, the Spiritual Capital of the World 


Mr. Ben Gurion, accorded the freedom of Jerusalem, stated on the occasion 
of the transfer to Jezusalem of the Government of Israel, "Jerusalem is not only 
the capital of Israel and of world Jewry; its desire is to became the spiritual 
capital of the whole world, in accordance with the words of the Prophets", 


Note,~ The internationalisation of Jerus2iiem and of the district round 
Bethlehem was decided upon ‘7 the United Nations on December 10, 1949. 
E.P.S.Geneva 


a 
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MADAGASCAR Evangelism 


As a result of the evangelistic and revivalist movement started fifty 
years ago in Madagascar by the "Disciples of the Lord", some hundreds of churches 
were started in the heathen regions of the coast. Now, for two years, "the wind 
of the Spirit has been abroad once more" in the Ankaratra mountains of the central 
massif. The district of Betafo, in the Vakinankatra, is the centre of the 
present revival, 


Betafo was the first station to be established by the Norwegian Lutheran 
Mission in 1867, Today, this region is well known by reason of its deposits of 
"betafite", one of the primary elements of uranium, November 1-3 saw the hold- 
ing there of a number of large-scale meetings. An eye-witness, Missionary E. 
Oechsner de Coninck, describes what he saw on this occasion in the issue of "Le 
Christianisme au XXme Siécle" for December 8, 1949, 


"A young school~teacher", he writes, "filled with the Holy Ghost, gathers 
erowds about him. His message is quite simple -- 'Love one another. Forgive one 
another', And yet it breaks their hearts, ‘Thousands of people, stricken by the 
realisation of their sin, spend the night on the mountain, weeping before their 
God and imploring His forgiveness, and when day dawns they seek out their former 
enemies to offer them the hand of friendship and to be reconciled with them. To 
anyone acquainted with the powerful resentments these people can keep up, some- 
times from generation to generation, such reconciliations are an absolute revela- 
tion; nothing but the virtue of the Holy Ghost can bring them to pass. 


"IT expected to see some remarkable happenings of the type one does see in 
certain revivals, But at Betafo it is all quite simple. No unhealthy excitement 
- just the very definite feeling that the Lord God is there", 


Very impressive conversions and cures have been reported to M. Oechsner. 
BeP.S-Geneva 


GREAT BRITAIN The Churchés'Gifts and Servicesin the Community 


7 oe — ‘Sebting of Today 
Representatives of the British Council of Churches, the Jewish Community, 

the Roman Catholic Church and a number of social service agencies attended a con- 

ference in London called by the Central Churches’ Group of the National Council 

of Social Service on December 1-2, to consider the Churchés' gifts and services 

in the community setting of today. 


The speakers ovtlined the questions that have arisen for the Churches in 
Britain now that the State has taken over many of the functions hitherto dis- 
charged in the name of religion, and the spheres of service which remain the 
special province of the Churches and voluntary organisations. 


"It was obvious from the discussions", writes our EPS-correspondent in 
London, “that there was no fear of the Church suffering from spiritual or moral 
unemployment, and it was urged that as much work as possible should be carried 
out voluntarily by people of good will rather than by paid social servants", 

&.P.S. Geneva 
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